progress, people are still not happy or satisfied. We may
understand things today that baffled our forefathers, but
we still cannot understand ourselves.

Are men and women only animals? If there is no God,
then man is only an animal, a physical being. This is a
popular view today. We are told that mankind is the pro-
duct of a mindless process of evolution. If this is so, our
greatest needs are physical and material. Such things as
prosperity and pleasure are all that matter. If there is no
God, then we should “eat, drink, and be merry, for to-
morrow we die.” If there is no God, then life has little
meaning, and right and wrong are simply what we like
or dislike.

But the Bible presents an altogether different and
more logical picture. Man is a spiritual being. Man was
made by God, for God, and in the image of God (6en :27;
Prov 16:4). This does not mean a physical image; it means
that you, like God, have a moral and rational nature. You
can reason, design, worship, and explore like no other of
God’s creatures. You also have a conscience that tells you
the difference between right and wrong. Unlike all the
other creatures, man alone can know God. The most
important thing is to be right with God, and to be
accepted of him. If he does exist, death is not the end.
Material problems, while not to be ignored, are not the
main issue.

If man is so privileged, though, why is he so evil?
Why the hatred, bitterness, murders, wars, hostility?
Why are we destroying the environment? Why, in a
world of plenty, do so many die of starvation? The
answer is that man is a “sinner.” Sin has shattered the
image of God in man and distorted our knowledge of our
Maker.

WHAT Is $IN 2

The essence of sin is to fall short of what God requires
of us. God’s Word says that we are all sinners (Rom 3:23).
Because we have sinful hearts, we deliberately go against
what God says. We want our own way. Indeed, our whole
lives are spent in rebellion to God. Sin is woven into our
very nature.

Is sin a serious problem? There are people today
foolish enough to think that sin doesn’t matter. We
should “live and let live,” they say. So sin is made the
focus of entertainment; it is played with, applauded, and
generally looked upon as harmless.

But sin is like a cancer. Crime, cruelty, and vice are
only its more extreme symptoms. Sin is seen first in
disregard for God, and then spreads to a lack of concern
for others. It emerges in the selfishness and greed of
ordinary people, and in the breakdown of family life. By
our sin, we all contribute to the mess the world is in, and
we all suffer because of it. But there is even worse news.
God holds us accountable for the way we live our lives.

He doesn’t turn a blind eye to our sins, as many think.
“We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ...
Every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rem
14:10,12).

Sin against God has created an unbridgeable gap
between you and God (lsish 59:2). The Bible says you are
“dead” (spiritually) because of your sins (£ph 21). You can
do nothing to bridge this gap between you and a per-
fectly holy God who cannot tolerate sin. You cannot
break down this barrier. How, then, will it be overcome?
How can God be approached peacefully?

The basic problem is that people don’t take God
seriously; nor do they take sin seriously. To them, sin is
just a social and moral blemish. So if they think about
salvation at all, it’s always in terms of what they can do,
by moral or religious effort, to improve their life. This is
trying to obtain “salvation by works.”

It seems so reasonable. If I have a problem with sin,
I must pull myself together, turn over a new leaf, and
change my ways. It sounds good, but it doesn’t work that
way. Our problem lies in our fallen nature—what we are.
No amount of tinkering with morality or religion can
change that nature (Rom 8:7,8).

MAN’S WAY — THE WRONG WAY

God has said clearly in his Word: “Man is not justified
by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ...
for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified”
(641 2:16). No amount of keeping moral rules or religious
ceremonies can save you. Why? “There is none righteous,
no, not one... there is none that doeth good” (Rem 3:10-12).
We probably consider this to be a gross exaggeration,
because we know people we regard as good. But the Bible
speaks from God’s point of view, and there is none
“righteous” in his sight, there is none that “doeth good”
in his sight. God’s standard of behavior for us is to “love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love your neighbor
as yourself” (Msit 22:37-39). This is God’s requirement for
righteousness. Have you done this? None of us have.

No one is “so good” as to be acceptable to God. In
your heart you know this is true, because God has given
each of us a conscience (Rom 2:12-16). Both conscience and
the Bible tell us we are sinners. No matter how hard you
try, you cannot reach the standard that God has set.

Why is man so averse to God? The Bible says “the god
of this world” (Satan) has “blinded the minds” of men so
that they cannot understand things that relate to God
(1Cor 2:14); for the things of God “are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned” (zCer 4:4-6). Physical blindness is a great afflic-
tion. The color of the sunset, or the beauty of a mountain
range can never be appreciated by one who is blind. So
itis with spiritual blindness. Spiritual reality is there, but

you cannot comprehend it. Perhaps even as you read
this—this talk of God, sin, salvation, eternity, and so on—
it makes no sense to you. Your great need, therefore, is
for spiritual sight, for God to open your eyes so that you
can see with your mind and trust with your heart.

THERE Is A WAY THAT $EEMS RIGHT

Many people have difficulty with the idea that Jesus
Christ is the unique and exclusive way to God. They
believe such claims are bigoted and intolerant. Surely,
they say, there must be many ways that people can come
to God. They picture life like a mountain, with many
paths leading to its summit. God is on the mountain
peak, and it does not matter which path people take—
the Christian path, the Muslim path, the Hindu path, or
even the atheist path—all will eventually lead to God as
long as people are sincere.

Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.” This “way” is the path a person takes through
life—your beliefs, behavior, attitudes, and concerns. The
most important thing about a way is where it goes. The
person who chooses a way of life without knowing where
it leads, the Bible calls a “fool” (Luke 12:16-21). But the words
“seemeth right” suggest a degree of sincerity. You may
not deliberately be going the wrong way. You may see no
harm or danger in your chosen path. It seems all right.
Surely you cannot be blamed if you do what you think
is right? But if you ignore what God has said, you can
and will be blamed, in spite of your sincerity.

We like to think there are many choices open to us in
life. In one sense, this is true. We can choose a career,
where to live, whom to marry, what to do with our
money, and many other things. But concerning a way to
God, there’s only one right choice: Jesus said, “I am the
way” (Jokn 14:6). There are only two “ways” that men are
traveling, and these have very different destinations:
“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat. Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it” (Matt 7:13,14).

GobD’s ANSWER — THE RIGHT WAY

Think of it like this. Some restaurants insist on a
certain standard of dress and refuse to allow a man in if
he is not wearing a coat and tie. Customers may object,
but the proprietors have a perfect right to maintain their
standards. However, as businessmen, they do not want
to turn customers away. So when a man is refused ad-
mission, they will then say, “Don’t go away, sir. We will
provide you with a coat and tie.” Once this is provided
and put on, the standard is met and there is no barrier to
admission. The restaurant has set its standard, then
provides its own answer for those who fall short of it.

Christ gives a similar illustration in Matthew 22:11-14.
A man was found at a wedding not wearing the special
garment provided for every guest by the host. Because
he did not meet the dress-standard required, and refused
to accept the host’s provision, he was thrown out. Perfect
righteousness is the standard God has set for entry into
his presence. That effectively bars us all. But the gospel,
the “good news,” is that God has met his own require-
ment, and provides the perfect garment for us, namely,
the righteousness of Christ (Rom 3:22; Phil 3:8,9).

Salvation is by grace through faith in Christ (£p#h 2:3,9).
The word “salvation” means different things to different
people. To some it refers to being rescued from things
like alcoholism or drug abuse. For others it means eco-
nomic or social deliverance, like being saved from pov-
erty and deprivation. But when the Bible speaks of being
“saved,” it means to be delivered from the guilt and
punishment that your sin deserves and from its ruling
power in your heart. This salvation is offered to you as
a free gift of God’s grace. You don’t deserve it. You don’t
pay for it. You don’t earn it. It’s free (lsaizh 55:1).

WHo Is JEsus CHRIST 2

Many prophecies in the Old Testament, written hun-
dreds of years before Christ came, were fulfilled in detail
by his life and death. The prophecies tell us, for example,
that the Messiah would be born of a virgin (lsish 7:14) in
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), that he would ride into Jerusalem on
a donkey and be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver (Zech
9:9; 11:12). Jesus said that he would be killed and rise again
on the third day (Matt 20:19).

The Bible makes many remarkable claims about Je-
sus. It says that he is sinless (Heb 4:15), that he is the Son of
God (John 3:18), that he is also God (John 1:1), that he performed
miracles (Matt 14:13-36), and raised the dead to life (John 11). He
himself rose from the dead (Matt 28:6).

In fact the entire Bible is about the Lord Jesus Christ:
who he is, what he did, why he did it, where he is, and
what he is going to do (luke 24:27). The people who lived
with Jesus and observed his life at close quarters, took
his claims very seriously. Otherwise, they would not
have recorded his teaching and miracles as absolute
truth, as they did in the New Testament writings. It is
surprising that modern man so easily dismisses both
Jesus and the New Testament as a myth. Yet those who
saw what he did and heard what he taught were willing
to lay down their lives for him.

The good news of the gospel is that when Jesus died
on the cross, “He bare the sin of many” (lswish 53:12), and
saved them from God’s anger against sin and the judg-
ment they deserve. Christ alone was innocent of sin and
could die as a Substitute for sinners. He stood in their
place and stead and took the punishment that should
have been theirs. The angel said, “Call his name JESUS:



for he shall save his people from their sins” (Ma# 1:21). He
died “the Just for the unjust, that he might bring us to
God” (1 Peter 3:18). His death not only turns away God’s
anger, but also reconciles to God all of those that the
Father had given him (John 6:37; 17:2; 2 Tim 1:9,10). Jesus is God’s
way of salvation, which is why he is the only way.

JEsUs IS THE WAY

Different religions are not simply different paths to
the same God. Jesus Christ is unique. He claimed to be
the only way to God, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
He is no ordinary person. He is God become man. He left
heaven to seek and save the lost. He died an agonizing
death on a Roman cross. But Christ’s greatest suffering
did not lie in the physical pain, but in the condemnation
he endured from God his Father, as he bore the sins of
all of those who would put their trust in him (lssish 53:10-12).
The apostle said, “Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the tree” (1P:ter :24). At the cross God’s wrath
fell upon his Son instead of us.

The cross was God’s supreme act of love and grace.
At the cross we see God, in all of his holiness, dealing
with human sin. At the cross, God charges our sin and
guilt to Christ; and when we look to Jesus by faith
believing that his blood alone must cleanse us, and his
spotless garment alone must clothe us, God charges his
righteousness to us. God “made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him” (2 Cer 5:21). God’s own Son satisfied all of
his requirements. Divine justice could demand no more,
because he paid the debt in full. Now we read: “Neither
is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12).

BECOMING A CHRISTIAN

Christ now welcomes sinners: “Come unto me, all ye
thatlabour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”
(Matt 11:28). We come to Christ by realizing that we’'re guilty
and do not deserve to be pardoned. To come to Christ
means to believe in Jesus as God’s only answer to deal
with your sin and to provide pardon for guilty sinners.
It means to trust what he did on your behalf on the cross
and look to him alone for forgiveness and salvation.

Becoming a Christian is not merely taking up a new
interest or hobby, or joining a club. Your desire to be a
Christian must become the most important thing in your
life. Such a desire will not be created by a casual interest,
but only by God working in your heart and mind. You
cannot make yourself a Christian. You may call yourself
a “Christian,” but that’s not the same as actually being
one. This is because of what a Christian is. A true Chris-
tian is a “Christ-person”—one who loves the Lord Jesus
Christ and follows him (Jotn 10:27,28), living according to

his teachings and example. But this is contrary to all that
you are by nature. So to become a Christian, your nature
must be changed; and only God can do that.

The prophet of old said, “Seek ye the Lord while he
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon” (lsish 55:6,7). When the jailer asked,
“What must I do to be saved?” The answer was given:
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved” (Aets 16:30,31).

To believe in Jesus is to believe in the power and love
of Christ that he is able and willing to save you. Believing
in him means actually putting your trust in him, relying
upon him alone to make you right with God. To believe
in Jesus is to see his shed blood as your only cleansing be-
fore God, and to trust in his righteousness alone as your
only hope of standing pure and righteous in God’s holy
presence. Your proud, sinful nature will fight against
abandoning trust in your own righteousness or religion.
Yet you have no alternative. You must stop trusting in
“the best that you can do” and trust only in Christ. This
is what it means to “look unto Jesus and be saved” (lssish
45:22); you stop looking to yourself.

Confess that you're a guilty, lost, and helpless sinner;
and with all of your heart ask Christ to save you. Plead
with him as did the publican: “God be merciful to me a
sinner” (Luke 18:13). Surrender your whole self to him as
Lord of your life, that he may enable you to turn from
sin and live for him. He has promised, “All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).Q

—Adapted from the writings of Peter Jeffery

‘TOMORROW!

“Boast not thyself of TOMORROW:; for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth” —Proverbs 27:1

He was going to be all that a mortal should be—TOMORROW.
No one should be kinder or braver than he—TOMORROW.
A friend who was troubled and weary he knew,
Who’d be glad of a lift and who needed it too;
On him he would call and see what he could do—TOMORROW.

Each morning he stacked up the letters he’d write—TOMORROW.
And thought of the folks he would fill with delight—TOMORROW.
It was too bad, indeed, he was busy today,

And hadn’t a minute to stop on his way;

More time he’d have to give others, he’d say,~TOMORROW.

The greatest of workers this man would have been—TOMORROW.
The world would have known him, had he ever seen—TOMORROW.
But the fact is he died and faded from view,

And all that he left here when living was through
Was a mountain of things he intended to do—TOMORROW.

CONDEMNED...AWAITING EXECLITION

certain prince traveling through France visited the Ar-

senal of Toulon, where convicted criminals were held.
The commandant, as a courtesy to the Prince’s rank, said he
was welcome to set any of the prisoners free, whom he
should choose. The prince, desiring to make the wisest use
of this privilege, spoke to many of them in succession,
inquiring why they were condemned to death.

“Falsely accused,” cried one. “Unfair trial,” grumbled
another. “Unjust laws,” was the contention of another who
had set himself against civil authority. Still another com-
plained that he was a victim of a corrupt social system. They
were all innocents who had been ill treated and oppressed.

At last he came to one who, when asked the same ques-
tion, answered, “My Lord, I have no reason to complain; I
have been a very wicked and rebellious wretch. I account it
a great mercy that I am still alive.”

The Prince fixed his eyes upon him, and said, “You
wicked wretch! It is a pity you should be placed among so
many honest men; by your own confession you are bad
enough to corrupt them all; but you shall not stay with them
another day.” Turning to the officer, the Prince said, “This
is the man, sir, I wish to see released.”

The bitter remorse that filled the hearts of the other men
as they saw their companion walk out a free man, while they
themselves remained to face their doom, can better be imag-
ined than told. Any other one of them might have been set
free had he confessed his guilt.

But infinitely greater remorse awaits every reader of
these lines who refuses to confess his ruin, guilt, and right-
eous condemnation before God. The Bible says, “There is
none righteous, no, not one... There is none that doeth good...
All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” and
“The wages of sin is death” (Rom 3:10,12,23; 6:23).

“Guilty as charged!” is the sentence passed upon every
sinner! Christ declared that we’re “condemned already” (John
3:18). But a free pardon from God with full forgiveness in
Jesus is proclaimed in the gospel message. But like the story
above, this is for none but those who honestly confess their
guilt before God—those who own up to their wickedness
and rebellion—those who admit that their sin is their own
fault, that they certainly deserve God’s judgment.

If you still see yourself as a “pretty good person,” God’s
pardon is not for you. If you're still blaming circumstances
or someone else for your sinful dilemma, God’s pardon is
not for you. Jesus “came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance” (Matf 9:3). Are you a sinner? Are you guilty?

His cross, bis blood, bis righteousness, my hope, my only plea;
My sins deserve eternal death, but Jesus died for me.
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Whieh way to God 2

here are so many religions with so many different

teachings, all claiming to point men to God. We
must take care when searching for God and considering
the source of life and its purpose. Some think choosing
a religion is like choosing goods at the supermarket.
“You have all these brands to choose from,” they say, “so
just take the one that suits you. After all, they’re all much
the same, aren’t they? I like Jesus, you like Allah, some-
one else likes Buddha; it doesn’t really make any differ-
ence.” But do all religions lead to God? If they did, that
would mean that religious teachings that completely
contradict each other are all true. But that’s impossible.
We would never accept such a thing in any other area of
life, so why accept it when it comes to the question of
eternal life.

WHo Is Gop 7

Some people deny God’s existence. Others say there
may be a God but it’s impossible for us to know him. But
most people believe that there is a God, a Supreme Being
of some sort. Their problem is that they know so little, if
anything, about him. For us to believe in a Supreme
Being, though, and never truly know this One, would be
like believing in happiness and never wishing to experi-
ence it.

What has God said about himself? We must look in
the Bible, which often refers to itself as “the Word of
God.” There we find that God is gloriously and wonder-
fully unique (lssish 46:9). There never was a time when God
did not exist (Pealm 90:2: Jokn 17:5), for he created time and
space and everything in them. If there had been no God,
there would have been no universe, no world (Rev 4:11).

God is not like anyone or anything else. He has
warned us against making up our own ideas about him.
“To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal?”
{lsaish 40:25). God accuses us of thinking that he is like us:
“Thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as
thyself” (Pwalm 50:21). “As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts” (luish 55:9). God is unchang-
ing and ever-present (lsish 45:21; Mal 3:6; Pealm 139:7-10) and he is
absolutely holy (x 15:11). Because he is holy he will not,
and cannot, tolerate sin. That creates a huge problem for
each one of us.

WHAT Is MAN 7

A perplexing question of every age, and especially in
our day! A day with all of our knowledge and scientific



