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HAYCOCK MOUNTIAN SPIRITS SMILE ON HIKERS

by Chris Handschin

hile most of the northeast experienced unseason-

ably cold, snowy weather, two days stood out like

sentinels of spring, March 23 and April 6. Both
Sunday afternoons and both slated for our group to explore
Haycock Mountain. The mountain spirits seemed to be smil-
ing on us!

With long time residents Joe Fite and Mick McCarty as
guides, our first hike was aimed at gathering information on
conditions and essentials for the hike in April. Joe brought his
Global Positioning System (GPS) device and was able to
establish an elevation reading and coordinates at the spot
where Mick showed us had been the location of an observa-
tion tower. Having used the mountain as his childhood play-
ground, Mick easily pointed out all the key locations. Two
round bronze markers on a flat boulder marked this spot.
They are stamped with the words, "Geologic Survey” and "50
Dollars Fine For Disturbing Site” in addition to the year,
"1929" around the perimeter.

However, in the center, where the words "Elevahon Above
Sea Level” and "Feet” appear, the actual reading has been
obliterated. Signals bouncing from 12 satellites to Joe’s rGPS,
establishing the elevation at 1,037 feet above sea level. The
location was at 40 degrees 29.19 north latitude and 75 degrees
13.10 west longitude. Haycock Mountain and the Hilltown
ridge have long vied for the title of highest point in Bucks
County. With this reading, one can see why.

Pete Jarrett, who has made many trips up Haycock
MountamaspartoftheAllentownl—ﬁkmgClub was our
guide for the April 6 excursion. We wound our way up the
first leg of the hike which was a surprisingly smooth, wide
path on a slow incline. As this path ended, we came to a
huge, hidden water tower, rising 50 feet in the air, looking
like a giant green thumb sticking out of the wooded moun-
tainside. Virtually invisible from Sawmill Road, where we
had started out, this tank was added to the landscape short-
lyaftetl.akeNockanuxonwasbuiltmthem-lylms. It's
purposels!osupplywaterbthecampsandpatkfadhus
surrounding Lake Nockamixon and as a fire emergency
water supply for the area.

The second leg of our hike went around behind the tower.
Here, the path became narrow and encroached upon by
underbrush and fallen timber. This chaos of fallen trees and
underbrush are examples of recent selective forestry. Trees
were thinned and harvested at the base of the mountain to
allow a natural habitat for ground dwelling wildlife while
maintaining an equal balance of tree species.

Just beyond the fallen timber, the incline became notably

steeper. Thé gray boulders increased in number and size as
the 24 of us threaded our way up the path, strewn with abun-
dant tulip poplar seed wings. Chestnut trees, which had
abounded in this area until the turn of the century, were all
but invisible on the landscape this day. A keen observer
could find the first traces of woodland spnnghme with the
white bloodroot flower poking through last year’s fallen and
decomposing leaves. The Lenape used the fmcmatmg blood-
red sap from the roots of this plant as an antiseptic, body
paint and fabric dye. Occasional patches of ground cedar
were visibly emerging, as were mayapples. But their trade-
mark umbrella shapes would have to wait for several more
warm days to reveal themselves. Grassy tufts of lobelia
made abundant presence along the trail with promise to
show plentiful blue floral displays in a few weeks.

The higher we climbed on the mountain, the less ground
cover was to be seen. Either because of the colder tempera-
ture at this higher elevation or the lack of fertile soil, only
occasional ferns were seen in rocky crevasses. The boulders
began to show spectacular shapes and balancing acts. ‘At one
point we saw a boulder, the size of a large car, balancing hap-
pily atop another bigger gray stone mammoth, with only
three small stones sandwiched between. Light streaming
fmm between the sandwnch seemed to lentate the upper

'l'hepoplaxstanglethhthebouldexsforspace,ofmtwst-
mganddeformmgthemselvestoadneveﬂmrend. When
finally at the top plateau, a sea of boulders studded with tree
trunks emerged. Only because we were previously guided
by the help of Joe and Mickey, were we able to identify the
foundation and bronze markers set in stone below the
remains of what was once the observation tower. Absolutely

ing remains of it, save the half-buried cement footers
with steel bars embedded in them. We know from records
that the structure was made entirely of the abundant chestnut
lunﬂ:er,whxchhadsuccumbedbbhgh. In 1929, thegovem—
ment enlisted local men to build the structure as an observa-
tion tower. ’I'heconstruchonwaspartoflltWoermyas
Administration (WPA), a federal employmenl program
aimed at mahngpbsdumgﬂlecreat

The tower was said to have been 50 feet high and strad-
dled the location where we saw the bronze markers. A hole
in the center of the observation tower ‘s deck allowed for a
plumb bob to be hang through the opening down to the
markers below. It was at this point where the reading of 1037
ft. elevation was derived, although the location of the mark-

continued on page 2




STONY GARDEN CHIMES PRPRGrr TGN

By Jane Nase

ave you ever listened to the chimes of Stony
HGarden rocks? The early Haycock settlers enjoyed

this music on many occasions. One gathering was
the third meeting of the Buckwampun Literary Association
on June 14, 1890.

With a desire to preserve history and scientific finding
the Buckwampun Literary Association was formed in 1885
with the help of historian, William J. Buck.” Each year the
Buckwampun Literary Association would host a free gath-
ering that offered a wide variety of programs to the people
in the Upper Bucks county area.

The Stony Garden meeting was described as a grand
meeting. The day was glorious and the attendance was
large. This meeting had a special musical feature, the ring-
ing of the Stony Garden rocks.

Various musical ‘groups used the rocks as part of the
accompaniment. "The Grenadier,” Euterpean Orchestra of
Springtown conducted by H. S. Funk played the opening
musical piece on the rocks. Emily Boyer read this poem
entitled "Chimes of Stony Garden” written by William J.
Buck. '

Here in a wood that long has stood,
A mass of loosen’d rocks lie round,
When struck emit a joyful sound-
Then ring rocks ring!

Why not have rhymes to Nature’s chimes?
As are found at Stony Garden.

Ring out so free in kindly glee,

The music’s future yet to be

That wildwood chimes go merrily-

Then ring rocks ring! " *

Why not good will and the player’s skill
Bring praise for Stony Garden.

Let rocks so old then be well toll'd

And Echo add a rival strain,
Whose like we may not hear again,
Then ring rocks ring!

Why not be gay this pic-nic day?
The first held at Stony Garden.

Let other sounds on other grounds
Bring strangers from afar or near;

But none invite to such a cheer,

Then ring rocks ring!

Here let your strokes delight the folks,
Assembled at Stony Garden.

Nature’s sweet charms the bosom warms
And long retired, here sought to dwell;
But Knowledge came and broke the spell-
Then ring rocks ring!

Near Haycock’s hill, where the whip-poor-will
In June, welcomes Stony Garden.

During each stanza the musicians responded with
chimes produced from the rocks.

Other parts of the program included music from Dr. J.J.
Ott who played "Sounds from the Ringing Rocks".
*Durham Valley in the Summer”, "Old Time School Games”,
“The Old Beihn Homestead", "Riegelsville Library”, "What
Books to Read”, and "Geology of Stony Garden” were some
of the program titles that were offered during the picnic.
Participants enjoyed various music selections throughout
the program. This meeting was a great success for all who
attended.

So when you are in the neighborhood of Stony Garden
why not see what chimes you can produce from these spe-

The information for this article was gathered from
"Account of the Buck Family of Bucks County ,
Pennsylvania” written by William J. Buck in 1893.

HAYCOCK SPIRITS continued
ers in itself is not the highest point. To the northeast about
100 feet on the plateau is what appears to be the highest point
named “Top Rock". Here, four massive boulders are stacked
likeruggedbuildingblocks.ead\vyingforthehighestacces-
sible point.

Just 50 or 60 feet to the south of this high point is “Indian
Look Out Rock." It trulyseenStdbéﬂ\e'mtheroflh_einall'
&omad'stantglance.Ondoserobsemﬁon,onecanseeitis
actually made of a cluster of rocks, lying in such positions as
to appear to be one huge, flat rock atop another, even bigger
support rock. Standing atop this giant, one is almost trans-
ported back to the time when the earth shifted its subter-
ranean plates, cracking, buckling, then spewing the huge
boulders from it’s depﬁs.'l'helocationofthismckseuma

downatﬂ\eéontrasﬁngmgg'edwdfacéofﬂ\emhnhm

| This fascinating east side of Haycock has trails blazed
throughout with colorful stories attached, such as "Dead
Man'sCave"aﬂdstrangevisims&éll,butaﬂermaﬂytwo
hours of exploring, our troop promised to save that adven-
ture for another day. Joe Fite agreed to host another excur-
siontolhesomeohhoseegtemmcksheltetson]umﬂ.

Hopefully, thesamesmilingmunhinspiﬁtswillbewiﬂ\
our group for another great outdoor experience!
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Joe Fite, Historical Society Member
and enthusiastic collector of
primitive artifacts, guided a pre-hike
expedition, March 30, 2003 along
with Lifetime resident,  Mick
McCarty, below. Mick pointed out
the foundation remains and bronze

marker at the sight of the former

Observation Tower
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Haycock

Historical Society members pose before embarking on the first

planned outing, A walk up Haycock Mountain on April 6,2003, in search of the
remains of the WPA Fire observation tower, (center, below), and the various
notable rock formations recorded in albums such as "Top Rock" shown below
on right. and "Indian Look-out", a large flat rock formation at the top of
Haycock Mountain. The group was also interested in learming what flora
exists on the mountain currently and if the Chestnut Tree population,

A 1950 photo: taken of the tower when it
had already begun to show signs of
deterioration. The tower rose to a height
of 50 ft. and had a hole in the floor

some of the naturally occurring rock platform where a plump line was

formations seem to defy logic. as  gropped to determine the placement of

shown in this example.

the bronze marker on a rock below.

File photo of a man in a derby
sitting on "Top Rock" as a man in
the background bridges the gap
between the two boulders. Photo
taken in 1919.



Haycock's Stony Garden has
long fascinated people with the
bizarre pile of boulders covering a
massive area. It truly is a Garden of
Stones. Gene Anderson, a long-time
resident and mineralogist will offer a
presentation on the "Mystery of
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Children pose with Linda Blaisse, standing ron one of the Haycock's Rocks”, at the May 15'th,
great rock formations of Little Haycock, the hump north 2003 Haycock Historical Meeting.
of Haycock's peak.

Gene Anderson's fascination with the unique
boulders of the area have led him to research how
they got there. An avid researcher and active
historian, Gene has provided valuable insight for
the fledgling Haycock Historical Society's archives.




JOE FITE: THE MOUNTAIN BEACHCOMBER

by Sue Kleiner Grew

own encounters with the geology of the area. The town-

hip is home to many rocks: medium, large, and huge.

There is one person in the township that enjoys the rocks
in all their many varieties. Joe Fite has a great appreciation for
archeology and was kind enough to share his enthusiasm for
the local geology with me. His favorite pastime is discover-
ing Indian artifacts. He describes himself as, “‘like a beach-
comber on land,” searching for the hidden clues that will lead
him to tools and weapon pieces that are approximately 6000
thousand years old. These artifacts can be found on Haycock
Mountain. His collection includes spears heads, meat chop-
pers, a stone ax, scraping tools, and hammer stones. There is
even a cooking device made of stone. It is as round and large
as a golf ball and would have been placed directly into the
fire to gather up heat then placed in a basket containing food
in order to heat up the contents.

If you didn,t know better, you,d think they were just plain
old rocks but Joe brings your attention to the details. He, Il
show you where the stone has been what he calls *"pecked
into shape” to make a sharp flat edge of a meat chopper or
the pointy edge of a spearhead. You can feel the hollow
shaped for a hand to hold comfortably if you were to use the
tool.

Joe’s searches have led him to dxscover several rock shel-
ters on Haycock Mountain. At one cave, one could stand
there and look at the rocks and never know there was any-
thing there.

Discovered through his tendency to be “newsy" the caves

Izyou are resident of Haycock, you,ve probably had your

are actually rock formations created by falling boulders. They
can be as little as six feet deep providing only overhead shel-
ter, or as large as a good size room measuring about 16 feet
by 20 feet. There is one that has two separate entrances and
has existed for thousands of years.

Joe explains that there is evidence that Indians used the
shelters There are places where fires had been built inside the
caves and artifacts have been found nearby. Bucks County
legend has it that the Doane brothers, a local band of outlaws,
used one of the shelters on Haycock Mountain to stash their
stolen loot.

But the real treasure to be found and preserved are the
Indian artifacts, whxch come to hght when seen through Joe's
eyes. Onemparhculansanefﬁgyofabu'd When viewed,
you immediately see the contours of a grouse. Its head has
the short beak in front and the small tuft on the crown of the
head. The fail fills out the shape of the bird.

Joe pomted out that the stone representation of the bird
was created in order to ““maybe leave a little story behind” or
perhaps show visitors one of the birds native to the area.

Joe was very generous in sharing his collection of artifacts.
He also shared his phxlosophy about the explorahon pf the
mountain.

Curiosity, he said, is a big part of it but in ‘addition, being
respectful of the nature around him is quite unporhnl. He
told me that once he has completed his exploration, **You,d
never know [ was there” because he doesn't like disturbing
things. He leaves theanea]ustasl\efoundltso in the future

mnypeoplecanen)oytheplacesheﬁndshsmnhng.

PRFSERVING THE CHARACIER OF HAYCOCK MOUNTAIN

‘by Linda Blaisse "

aycock residents are showing a growmg interest in

the history of Haycock and the preservation of its

history. Hand in hand with this, is the preservation of
its natural history. Haycockhasand\anddlve:seenvuon-
ment from the farmland on the western side to the unique-
ness of Haycock Mountain on its eastern side. :

Haycock Mountain has been designated a number one pri-
ority site for preservation by the Pennsylvania Natural
Resource Diversity Survey. Theypomttotl\enmbetween
Haycock Mountain and Lake Towhee as espeoally nnpor—
tant. Ourwholewoodedamhasbeenmdudedby
Woodland Trust, a tri state organization seeking to preserve
the swath of woodland that stretches from New York
through to Chester County, as worthy of preservation.

A walk up Haycock Mountain or Little Haycock as the
eastern side (Stony Garden Road, Haycock Run Road and
Top RockTraﬂ)scalledmnbealmcstmglal.Thefomt
floor is dappled with color in the spring as trout lilies, many
varieties of violets, hepatica, pennywort, showy orchis, Star
of Bethlehem, woodrue, bloodroot, mayapple and the endan-
gered golden club make their entrance. There are other
intriguing plants including the edible morel mushrooms.

The area includes rare ringing rock gardens, where a turn
of the century handbill proclaims a township picnic took
place complete with orchestra. The trail from the ringing

rocks continues and is documented by a web site www letter-
boxing.org where people hide letterboxes and give clues to
their whereabouts on the internet. When people find them
theyleavealettermﬂ\ebox.'ﬂ\eurdmphonofﬂlemds
mdudes rocks that look like dinosaurs to_them. -
Partofthxstrmlcomtotwosbtybwlderpﬂesﬂ\atam
like a giant's jungle gym. You ‘can climb up, around ‘and
underneath these giant boulders. People from all around the
region come to"bouldex"ordmbonthesexodaAlongﬂ\e

‘way you pass a one story boulder with a tree growing from

the top of it. These boulder curveamundthenmhm
tofacethesxﬂlouetteofBuckwamp\mmthedsm

. Years ago the mountain was mtowoodlo!sand
people&omtownownedlotshdumpthelruashandbget
firewood. Hunting cabins with Byzantine crosses and wood
eookstovscanbefoundandunderthebnshmolddump
sites. There is supposed to be an old Native American dam
on one of the streams in the area. ¢

The history and the land of Haycock are intricately inter-
twined. The preservation of one necessitates the other, in

instances. Working together to preserve the land and

the historical structures on it represents a positive marriage
of resources for those of us interested in the char-
acter and quality of life in Haycock Township.
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oo SOCIETY BUSINESS oo

GENERAL MEETING - HISTORY OF THE
HAYCOCK FIRE COMPANY

The third general meeting of the Haycock Historical
Society was held on March 20th at the Haycock Fire
Company. About 60 to 70 persons turned out to watch a film
produced by Ron Diehl on the creation and history of the
Haycock Volunteer Fire Company No.l (see Haycock
Historical News Spring 2003 newsletter for related articles.)
Mr. Diehl, whose late father Howard Diehl was one of the
first fire chiefs, attended along with Frank Lennard, the last
original founder who is still a charter member. The Historical
Society and its members would like to extend a big thanks to
Mr. Diehl for sharing his hard work in researching this
important part of Haycock’s history. In addition to thanking
Mr. Lennard, aspecxalthanksbtheHaycock Fire Company
for allowing the Society to use the firehouse for the meeting
and for all the effort the fire company puts forth on a constant

 basis to protect the physical heritage of the commumity. May
we all remember the Company in our thoughts and donations.

GOVERNMENT MEETING

The Government Committee met for the first time on April
17th, Society Presxdent Bob Gelwncks presxded The commit-
tee discussed the development of a mission statement and
by-laws. The constitution and bylaws were examined of
other area historical societies. Treasurer Dick Landgreen also
discussed the efforts hehasmadetoreglstertheSooety and
establish its non-profit status. A rough draft of the by-laws
proposed will be presented at the May General Meeting as
well as minutes of this meeting. The Government Committee
will meet again at 7:00 pm ~a half an hour before the start of
the General Meehng on May 15th at St Paul’s Church.

!ATS

HISTORIC RESEARCH

The l-hstonc Resarch Commmee, grac:omly hosted by
Pat Dewald, met on Apri] 2nd. Committee Chanrwmnan
DmKellypr&dedm\dDawnKlmeadndasSecmtary Pat

WORLD WAR IT WEEKEND AIR SHOW
" Spenda Weekend in 194

(Military International Maganne)

70 Period Aircraft ¢ 200 Period Vehicles
Over 1,000 Historical Reenactors/Entertainers

For tickets and info call
Mid Atlantic Air Museum, Reading PA
(610) 372-7333 or visit
amwwii.html

Fite presented a collection of historic research she has been
gathering. This information induded the 1976 minutes of the
first Haycock Historical Society; a copy of a book on the
cemeteries of Haycock and Bedminster listing the names and
dates of persons and location of cemetery plots in each of the
grave yards until the 1980’s; the history of St. John’s Church.
Mrs. Fite also discussed establishing a relationship with the
Genealogy Society of Bucks County in Doylestown and
obtaining a Society membership to the Bucks County
Historical Society, which would allow Sodiety members
access to the Spruance Library. Also in attendance was
Pamela Varkony, former member of the Allentown City
Council and current colummist for the Moming Call. Ms.
Varcony grew up in the area of Haycock now under Lake
Nockamixon, and her father owned and operated the stone
quarry there. Plans were also discussed for having a Benny
Surket/ Chief One Star Memorial Lunch at Emil’s Restaurant,
which still has murals painted by Chief One Star. The next
Research Meeting will be held at 7:30 pm June 5th. For infor-
mation call Diane Kelly at 215 5364297 ‘or e-mail
rdrdk@juno.com

SOCIAL EVENTS

The committee will meet 7:30 pm,  May 21 in the downstairs
meeting room of the Haycock Fire House. New members
are welcome! Plenty of exciting ideas are being discussed!

Goschenhoppen Folk Festival, August 8 & 9th. A Living
History Festival of the Old Pennsylyania Dutch. New
Goschenhoppen Park 3rd Street, East Greenville on Route
29. For more info visit their website at www.goschenhop-
pen.org/ f&stwal.htm

The Mystery of Haycock Rocks a lectuxe about the geology
of Haycock presented by Gene Anderson. Also, Indian arti-
facts presented by Joe Fite’ To be held 7:30 pm, May 15th at
St. Paul's Lutheran Church. ALL ARE WELCOME!

JHAYCOCK 'n‘l‘érdium Socnsrv's COVEF
Di1SH PICNIC AND ONE ROOM SCHOOL
" HOUSE REUNION

) Bring your favorite cassercle or dessert and share in(}
the history of Haycock’s one room schools. To be
held at the field opposite Haycock Elementary
School on Old Bethlehem Road.

For information, call Beth Kerdock (215) 538-1807,
e-mail bjsninpa@worldlynx.net or Chris
Handschin (215) 536-0364




