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Some of the biblical characters we’ll meet this summer may be 

unfamiliar to you, so this booklet will help introduce you to them the 
week before you meet them in worship. Inside, you’ll find readings 

about their stories, as well as questions to ponder. Each week, 
there’s a catch-up day for any days you missed.  

Each sermon will be preached on a Sunday, as well as 
the following Wednesday.  

 



2 

 

Parade of Bible Characters Worship Series 
Devotional Booklet - August 2019 

 
Ezra 

 
 
 
August 5: Read Ezra 1:1-11 
 
1
In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of 

the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred 
up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all his 
kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 
2
Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me 

all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem in Judah. 

3
Any of those among you who are of his people — may 

their God be with them! — are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, 
and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel — he is the God who is in 
Jerusalem; 

4
and let all survivors, in whatever place they reside, be assisted by 

the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods and with animals, 
besides freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem." 
5
The heads of the families of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 

Levites — everyone whose spirit God had stirred — got ready to go up and 
rebuild the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 

6
All their neighbors aided them 

with silver vessels, with gold, with goods, with animals, and with valuable gifts, 
besides all that was freely offered. 

7
King Cyrus himself brought out the vessels 

of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from 
Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. 

8
King Cyrus of Persia had them 

released into the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to 
Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 

9
And this was the inventory: gold basins, 

thirty; silver basins, one thousand; knives, twenty-nine; 
10

gold bowls, thirty; other 
silver bowls, four hundred ten; other vessels, one thousand; 

11
the total of the 

gold and silver vessels was five thousand four hundred. All these Sheshbazzar 
brought up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. 
 
• What did you learn from this passage? 
 
• How did this passage affect you? 
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August 31: Catch-Up 
 
 
Sunday, Sept. 1: Sermon Text - Acts 15:1-11 
 
1
Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the 

brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Mo-

ses, you cannot be saved." 
2
And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 

dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 

others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question 

with the apostles and the elders. 
3
So they were sent on their way by the 

church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they 

reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 

believers. 
4
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 

church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God 

had done with them. 
5
But some believers who belonged to the sect of 

the Pharisees stood up and said, "It is necessary for them to be circum-

cised and ordered to keep the law of Moses." 
6
The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 

7
After 

there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "My 

brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among 

you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the 

message of the good news and become believers. 
8
And God, who 

knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, 

just as he did to us; 
9
and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made 

no distinction between them and us. 
10

Now therefore why are you put-

ting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that 

neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 
11

On the contrary, 

we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 

just as they will." 
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August 6: Read Ezra 3:1-7 
 
1
When the seventh month came, and the Israelites were in the towns, the 

people gathered together in Jerusalem. 
2
Then Jeshua son of Jozadak, with 

his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel with his kin set out to 
build the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as 
prescribed in the law of Moses the man of God. 

3
They set up the altar on its 

foundation, because they were in dread of the neighboring peoples, and 
they offered burnt offerings upon it to the LORD, morning and evening. 
4
And they kept the festival of booths, as prescribed, and offered the daily 

burnt offerings by number according to the ordinance, as required for each 
day, 

5
and after that the regular burnt offerings, the offerings at the new 

moon and at all the sacred festivals of the LORD, and the offerings of 
everyone who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 

6
From the first day of 

the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD. But the 
foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid. 

7
So they gave 

money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the 
Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to 
Joppa, according to the grant that they had from King Cyrus of Persia. 
 
• What stands out to you in this reading? 
• How does this passage speak to you today? 

 
 
August 7: Read Ezra 7:1-10 
 
1
After this, in the reign of King Artaxerxes of Persia, Ezra … went up from 

Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the law of Moses that the LORD the 
God of Israel had given; and the king granted him all that he asked, for the 
hand of the LORD his God was upon him. 
7
Some of the people of Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the 

singers and gatekeepers, and the temple servants also went up to 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 

8
They came to 

Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the king. 
9
On 

the first day of the first month the journey up from Babylon was begun, and 
on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the gracious 
hand of his God was upon him. 

10
For Ezra had set his heart to study the law 

of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach the statutes and ordinances in 
Israel. 
 
• What do you think is the key message of this passage? 
• What spoke to you in this passage the most? 
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August 8: Read Ezra 7:11-28 
 
11This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to the priest Ezra, the scribe, a 
scholar of the text of the commandments of the LORD and his statutes for Israel: 
12Artaxerxes, king of kings, to the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven: Peace. And now 13I decree that any of the people of Israel or their priests or 
Levites in my kingdom who freely offers to go to Jerusalem may go with you. 14For 
you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make inquiries about Judah and 
Jerusalem according to the law of your God, which is in your hand, 15and also to 
convey the silver and gold that the king and his counselors have freely offered to the 
God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16with all the silver and gold that you 
shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and with the freewill offerings of the 
people and the priests, given willingly for the house of their God in Jerusalem. 17With 
this money, then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, rams, and lambs, and their 
grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you shall offer them on the altar of the 
house of your God in Jerusalem. 18Whatever seems good to you and your colleagues 
to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you may do, according to the will of your 
God. 19The vessels that have been given you for the service of the house of your 
God, you shall deliver before the God of Jerusalem. 20And whatever else is required 
for the house of your God, which you are responsible for providing, you may provide 
out of the king's treasury. 
21I, King Artaxerxes, decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: 
Whatever the priest Ezra, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, requires of you, 
let it be done with all diligence, 22up to one hundred talents of silver, one hundred cors 
of wheat, one hundred baths of wine, one hundred baths of oil, and unlimited salt. 
23Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with zeal for the 
house of the God of heaven, or wrath will come upon the realm of the king and his 
heirs. 24We also notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or toll 
on any of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the temple servants, 
or other servants of this house of God. 
25And you, Ezra, according to the God-given wisdom you possess, appoint 
magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River who know the laws of your God; and you shall teach those who do not know 
them. 26All who will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment 
be strictly executed on them, whether for death or for banishment or for confiscation 
of their goods or for imprisonment." 
27Blessed be the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who put such a thing as this into 
the heart of the king to glorify the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, 28and who 
extended to me steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all the 
king's mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of the LORD my God was upon 
me, and I gathered leaders from Israel to go up with me. 
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Gentiles who are turning to God, 
20

but we should write to them to ab-
stain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from 
whatever has been strangled and from blood. 

21
For in every city, for 

generations past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has 
been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues." 
22

Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole 
church, decided to choose men from among their members and to 
send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called 
Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers, 

23
with the following 

letter: "The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the believers 
of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 

24
Since we 

have heard that certain persons who have gone out from us, though 
with no instructions from us, have said things to disturb you and have 
unsettled your minds, 

25
we have decided unanimously to choose repre-

sentatives and send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, 

26
who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 
• What is the theme or main point of the passage? 
 
• Where do you see God in this passage? 
 
 
August 30: Read Acts 15:36-41 
 
36

After some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Come, let us return and visit 
the believers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord 
and see how they are doing." 

37
Barnabas wanted to take with them 

John called Mark. 
38

But Paul decided not to take with them one who 
had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the 
work. 

39
The disagreement became so sharp that they parted company; 

Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 
40

But Paul 
chose Silas and set out, the believers commending him to the grace of 
the Lord. 

41
He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the church-

es. 
 

• What is the message of this passage? 
 
• Is there something in this passage that surprised you? 
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August 29: Read Acts 15:1-26 
 
1
Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the 

brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved." 

2
And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 

debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed 
to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the el-
ders. 

3
So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed 

through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the 
Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. 

4
When they came to Jeru-

salem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, 
and they reported all that God had done with them. 

5
But some believers who 

belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, "It is necessary for 
them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses." 
6
The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. 

7
After there 

had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "My brothers, you 
know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be 
the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good 
news and become believers. 

8
And God, who knows the human heart, testified 

to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 
9
and in cleansing 

their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. 
10

Now 
therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the 
disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 
11

On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the 
Lord Jesus, just as they will." 
12

The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as 
they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among 
the Gentiles. 

13
After they finished speaking, James replied, "My brothers, lis-

ten to me. 
14

Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gen-
tiles, to take from among them a people for his name. 

15
This agrees with the 

words of the prophets, as it is written, 
 
16

'After this I will return, 
 and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 
 from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, 
 
17

so that all other peoples may seek the Lord —  
 even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus says the 
Lord, who has been making these things 

18
known from long ago.' 

19
Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those  

5 

 

• What is the theme or main point of the passage? 
 
• Where do you see God in this passage? 
 
August 9: Read Ezra 10:1-5 
 
1
While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and throwing himself down 

before the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children 
gathered to him out of Israel; the people also wept bitterly. 

2
Shecaniah son of 

Jehiel, of the descendants of Elam, addressed Ezra, saying, "We have broken 
faith with our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the land, 
but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 

3
So now let us make a 

covenant with our God to send away all these wives and their children, according 
to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our 
God; and let it be done according to the law. 

4
Take action, for it is your duty, and 

we are with you; be strong, and do it." 
5
Then Ezra stood up and made the leading 

priests, the Levites, and all Israel swear that they would do as had been said. So 
they swore. 
 
• What is the message of this passage? 
 
• Is there something in this passage that surprised you? 

August 10: Catch-Up 

 
Sunday, August 11: Sermon text – Ezra 3:10-13 
 
10

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in 
their vestments were stationed to praise the LORD with trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, according to the directions of King David of 
Israel; 

11
and they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, 

 "For he is good, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel." 
And all the people responded with a great shout when they praised the LORD, 
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 

12
But many of the 

priests and Levites and heads of families, old people who had seen the first house 
on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when they saw this house, though many 
shouted aloud for joy, 

13
so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the 

joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people shouted so 
loudly that the sound was heard far away. 
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Jeremiah 
 

August 12: Read Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 
4Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 
 5"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

6Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am   
   only a boy." 7But the LORD said to me, 
 "Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; 
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD." 
9Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth;  
   and the LORD said to me, 
 "Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
 10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
     to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, 
     to build and to plant."   
 

• What jumps out at you in this passage? 
• How do you think you’d respond if you were Jeremiah? 
 
August 13: Read Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather 
the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise 
up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and 
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The 
LORD is our righteousness."  
 
• Jeremiah contains a lot of symbols. Who do you think is the flock? 
• What is the “righteous Branch” Jeremiah prophesied? 
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27
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

28
One of them 

named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a se-
vere famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of Claudi-
us. 

29
The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would send 

relief to the believers living in Judea; 
30

this they did, sending it to the elders 
by Barnabas and Saul. 
 
• What stands out to you in this reading? 
 
• How does this passage speak to you today? 
 
 
August 28: Read Acts 13:42-52 
 
42

As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people urged them to speak 
about these things again the next sabbath. 

43
When the meeting of the syna-

gogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul 
and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the grace of 
God. 
44

The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the 
Lord. 

45
But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy; and 

blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul. 
46

Then both Paul 
and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, "It was necessary that the word of 
God should be spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to 
be unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles. 

47
For so the 

Lord has commanded us, saying, 
 'I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, 
 so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'" 
48

When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and praised the word of the 
Lord; and as many as had been destined for eternal life became believers. 
49

Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region. 
50

But the Jews in-
cited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, and 
stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of 
their region. 

51
So they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, 

and went to Iconium. 
52

And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

• What do you think is the key message of this passage? 
 
• What spoke to you in this passage the most? 
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 Barnabas 
 

August 26: Read Acts 4:32-37 
 
32

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in com-

mon. 
33

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

34
There 

was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 

35
They laid 

it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
36

There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles 
gave the name Barnabas (which means "son of encouragement"). 

37
He 

sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at 
the apostles' feet. 
 
• What did you learn from this passage? 
 
• How did this passage affect you? 
 
 
August 27: Read Acts 11:19-30 
 
19

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took 
place over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 
and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. 

20
But among them were 

some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to 
the Hellenists also, proclaiming the Lord Jesus. 

21
The hand of the Lord 

was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the 
Lord. 

22
News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 

they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
23

When he came and saw the grace of 
God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord 
with steadfast devotion; 

24
for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 

and of faith. And a great many people were brought to the Lord. 
25

Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 

26
and when he had found him, 

he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they met with 
the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the 
disciples were first called "Christians." 
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August 14: Read Jeremiah 24:1-10 
 
The LORD showed me two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the 
LORD. This was after King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem King Jeconiah son of Jehoiakim of Judah, together with the 
officials of Judah, the artisans, and the smiths, and had brought them to 
Babylon. 

2
One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, but the other 

basket had very bad figs, so bad that they could not be eaten. 
3
And the 

LORD said to me, "What do you see, Jeremiah?" I said, "Figs, the good figs 
very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten." 
4
Then the word of the LORD came to me: 

5
Thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel: Like these good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, 
whom I have sent away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. 

6
I will 

set my eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them back to this land. I will 
build them up, and not tear them down; I will plant them, and not pluck them 
up. 

7
I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD; and they shall be 

my people and I will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole 
heart. 
8
But thus says the LORD: Like the bad figs that are so bad they cannot be 

eaten, so will I treat King Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, the remnant of 
Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who live in the land of Egypt. 

9
I 

will make them a horror, an evil thing, to all the kingdoms of the earth — a 
disgrace, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the places where I shall drive 
them. 

10
And I will send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until they 

are utterly destroyed from the land that I gave to them and their ancestors.  
 
• What is the fig illustration trying to demonstrate? 
 
• What distinguishes the good figs from the bad figs? 
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August 15: Read Jeremiah 25:1-14 
 
The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the 
fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah (that was the first year 
of King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon), 

2
which the prophet Jeremiah spoke to 

all the people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
3
For twenty-three 

years, from the thirteenth year of King Josiah son of Amon of Judah, to this 
day, the word of the LORD has come to me, and I have spoken persistently 
to you, but you have not listened. 

4
And though the LORD persistently sent 

you all his servants the prophets, you have neither listened nor inclined your 
ears to hear 

5
when they said, "Turn now, everyone of you, from your evil way 

and wicked doings, and you will remain upon the land that the LORD has 
given to you and your ancestors from of old and forever; 

6
do not go after 

other gods to serve and worship them, and do not provoke me to anger with 
the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm." 

7
Yet you did not listen to 

me, says the LORD, and so you have provoked me to anger with the work of 
your hands to your own harm. 
8
Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my 

words, 
9
I am going to send for all the tribes of the north, says the LORD, even 

for King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them 
against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these nations around; I 
will utterly destroy them, and make them an object of horror and of hissing, 
and an everlasting disgrace. 

10
And I will banish from them the sound of mirth 

and the sound of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 

11
This whole land 

shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 

12
Then after seventy years are completed, I will 

punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for 
their iniquity, says the LORD, making the land an everlasting waste. 

13
I will 

bring upon that land all the words that I have uttered against it, everything 
written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. 

14
For 

many nations and great kings shall make slaves of them also; and I will repay 
them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.  
 
• How have the people responded to Jeremiah’s 23 years of prophecies? 
 
• What is God’s plan for his sinful people? 
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 Sunday, August 25   Sermon Texts: Luke 8:1-2; John 20:11-18 
 
1
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 

bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 
2
as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 

infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out 
 
11

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; 

12
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13

They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, 
"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him." 

14
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15

Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away." 

16
Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 
17

Jesus said to her, "Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go 
to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.'" 

18
Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 
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August 23: Read John 20:11-18 
 
11

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb; 

12
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13

They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, 
"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him." 

14
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15

Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away." 

16
Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 
17

Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.'" 

18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 
 
 
• What stands out to you in this reading? 
 
• How does this passage speak to you today? 

 
 
August 24: Catch-Up 
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August 16: Read Jeremiah 29:10-14 
 
10

For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon's seventy years are completed 
will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this 
place. 

11
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
12

Then when 
you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

13
When you 

search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 
14

I will let 
you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the 
LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 
 
• What surprises you about this passage or about Jeremiah in general? 
 
• Although God allowed his people to go into Exile, he still had plans for 

them. What are those plans? 
 
 
August 17 - Catch-up 
 
 
Sunday, August 18  Sermon Text: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

32
It will not be like 

the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the LORD. 

33
But this is the covenant that I will make 

with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 

34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each 

other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more.  
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Mary Magdalene 
 

 
August 19: Read Luke 8:1-3 
 
 
1
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, 

proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. 
The twelve were with him, 

2
as well as some women who had been cured of evil 

spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, 

3
and Joanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna, and 

many others, who provided for them out of their resources. 
 
• What do you think is the key message of this passage? 
 
• What spoke to you in this passage the most? 

 
 
August 20: Read Matthew 27:55-61 
 
55

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed 
Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 

56
Among them were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee. 
57

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who was also a disciple of Jesus. 

58
He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 
59

So Joseph took the body and 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 

60
and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 

hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 
away. 

61
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 

tomb. 
 
• What is the theme or main point of the passage? 
 
• Where do you see God in this passage? 
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August 21: Read Mark 16:1-8a 
 
1
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. 
3
They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll 

away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" 
4
When they looked 

up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been 
rolled back. 

5
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed 

in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
6
But he 

said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 

7
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 
8
So 

they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
• What is the message of this passage? 
 
• Is there something in this passage that surprised you? 

 
 
 
August 22: Read Mark 16:9-11 
 
9
[[Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first 

to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 
10

She 
went out and told those who had been with him, while they were 
mourning and weeping. 

11
But when they heard that he was alive and had 

been seen by her, they would not believe it. 
 
• What did you learn from this passage? 
 
• How did this passage affect you? 
 
 
 
 


