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"It's an unfortunate fact that the people and 
communities most negatively impacted by the fashion 

industry are those of color. The fashion industry is 
built on the oppression and suffering of black and 

brown women yet when you look at the visual 
representation of eco/sustainable fashion you hardly 

ever see women of color. "  
~ Styledsustainable.com/blog/why-sustainable-fashion-needs-more-color



Greetings,

You're invited to check out what I’m doing behind the scenes by following 
#beyondTheFlats 
on your favorite social media 
platform and joining the 
newsletter community.

Looking Forward,
Courtney

https://madmimi.com/signups/15105/join
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFnojKxM5Wk


If you would like to further explore and journey with us, I 
have included more information about our project for 

you to review...

We have been growing quickly and here is a 
summary of our past quarter: 

1. additional (sustainable) products

2. streamlined production process 

3. identified suppliers



Customizable products that are unique, handcrafted and 
sustainable.

The big E’s (Environment + Empowerment + Equity)

wha



The project is called beyond The Flats to pay homage to the exploited 
neighborhoods that were built in low-lying areas of towns across the 

country -- known as The Flats and The Bottoms -- they are almost 
forgotten if not gone on the Other Side of the Tracks.

the pl

https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-fi-farmworker-housing/
https://www.latimes.com/projects/la-fi-farmworker-housing/


Unlike the highly desirable (hip and urban) neighborhoods they 
are today, the majority of these areas were in less than desirable 
geographical areas and adjacent to rivers and prone to flooding. 

Via Bottoms, Hollows, and Flats: Making and Remaking the Lower Section of the American City” by Steven Thomas Moga



● Unfortunately there is not a lot of information available that 
documents the history, contributions and the socioeconomic 
disparities of these communities but there is some. 

● One very impressive and detailed piece I found was “Bottoms, 
Hollows, and Flats: Making and Remaking the Lower Section of 
the American City” by Steven Thomas Moga.

● I strongly recommend you read his full paper which includes “A 
Partial List of Bottoms, Hollows, and Flats as Historic Urban Place 
Names in the United States.” You can read the abstract and 
download the PDF at https://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/62137.

https://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/62137


Via Bottoms, Hollows, and Flats: Making and Remaking the Lower Section of the 
American City” by Steven Thomas Moga



Via Bottoms, Hollows, and Flats: Making and Remaking the Lower Section of the 
American City” by Steven Thomas Moga



A social enterprise created to preserve history 
and address these socioeconomics disparities by 
disrupting a market that shows no signs of slowing 

down.

be d Th  at



What’s the problem?

We need a wholistic solution 
to tackle pollution, 

underemployment and 
emotional well-being.





By aligning with specific big-box retailers, locally owned 
businesses and regional thrift-stores, beyond The Flats will 

provide employment; a space to foster well-being; help 
minimize environmental pollution; and bring a fashionable 
and a ordable eco/socially-conscious product options to 

market. 

tha ’s ho



Similar Models:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAg7AsDVKh0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jim8o03jL1I


● Local underserved youth hired and trained in a safe and relaxing 
environment to assist in crafting The Flats while earning ½ the 
cost for each item sold. In the process, they are mentored on life 
and entrepreneurial skills.

● Founder and facilitator Courtney Crosslin has been 
self-employed for over 12 years, working in tech and small 
business consulting before transitioning into training 
peer-to-peer support groups and selling of crafts after to carry 
on the legacy of the family.

the people



Be a part of the solution:
The Flats will help:

● employ underserved youth in rural towns
● combat generational poverty
● support environmental preservation
● grassroots educational efforts about ethical and sustainable 

products
● support mental health challenges


