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5. Functional Firing – The un-scored firing of fifty (50) rounds of
ammunition to test the proper functioning of a new, re-issued or
exchanged weapon.

6. Non-Deadly Force – Any use of force that is neither likely nor intended to
cause death or serious physical injury.

7. Patrol Rifle – The Department-issued rifle. The Department currently
issues the Colt AR-15A3.

8. Pistol – Any firearm originally designed to be fired by use of a single
hand or with a barrel less than 12 inches in length.

9. Privately Owned Firearms – Firearms other than those issued by the
Department or authorized by the Department for off-duty police use.
Privately owned firearms include those firearms lawfully possessed
under the laws of an officer’s place of residence.

10. Serious Use of Force – Lethal and less-lethal actions by MPD officers
including:

a. All firearm discharges by an MPD officer with the exception of
range and training incidents and discharges at animals;

b. All uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a broken bone
or an injury requiring hospitalization;

c. All head strikes with an impact weapon;

d. All uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a loss of
consciousness, or that create a substantial risk of death,
serious disfigurement, disability or impairment of the
functioning of any body part or organ;

e. All other uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a death; and

f. All incidents where a person receives a bite from an MPD canine.

11. Service Ammunition – Any ammunition issued or authorized by the
Department.
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12. Service Weapon – Any instrument issued or authorized by the Department,
used offensively or defensively to control or overcome a police subject, carried
or kept readily available by MPD members, including:

a. Firearm (e.g., pistol or handgun);

b. Aerosol chemical dispenser (e.g., OC Spray);

c. Baton or ASP;

d. Tear gas; or

e. Any other specialty weapon issued to the Emergency Response
Team.

13. Shotgun – Any Department-issued shotgun; may be described as a “regular”
shotgun or a “folding-stock” shotgun, each requiring distinctive training and
certification.

14. Use of Force – Any physical contact used to effect, influence or persuade an
individual to comply with an order from an officer. The term shall not include
un-resisted handcuffing or hand control procedures that do not result in injury
or complaint of pain.

IV. RULES

A. No member shall draw and point a firearm at or in the direction of a person unless 
there is a reasonable perception of a substantial risk that the situation may escalate 
to the point where lethal force would be permitted. When it is determined that the use 
of lethal force is not necessary, as soon as practicable, the firearm shall be secured 
or holstered.  

B. Members shall not: 

1. Possess any unauthorized firearm for on-duty or off-duty use in the District of
Columbia. All firearms must have proper authorization and permits;

2. Individually obtain service ammunition from any source except through the
Firearms Training and Tactics Unit, Metropolitan Police Academy (MPA);

3. Carry any more, nor any less, than the requisite amount of service ammunition
applicable to their authorized service pistol:

a. While on duty, three (3) fully loaded magazines and one round in the
chamber; and

b. While off duty, at least one (1) fully loaded magazine and one round in
the chamber.

NOTE:  Members approved to carry a revolver must have the
cylinder fully charged;
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4. Leave any issued or authorized firearm unattended in any automobile or other
location that is readily accessible to other individuals;

5. Store firearms at home where they may be visible and/or accessible to
children and other persons; or

6. Play or toy with firearms.

V. REGULATIONS 

A. Use and Discharge of Firearms 

1. Except for qualification, target practice or competition on an approved range,
members shall not use any Department-issued firearm, authorized off-duty
pistol or service weapon, on duty or off duty, unless in conformity with the
Department’s Use of Force policy as prescribed by GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of
Force). In cases of fresh pursuit, members shall use firearms in conformity
with GO-OPS-301.03 (Operation of Emergency Vehicles, Fresh Pursuit, and
Vehicular Pursuit).

2. While in an off-duty status, members traveling to and from the District of
Columbia and carrying their Department-issued or authorized off-duty pistol,
shall ensure that they are in compliance with all applicable rules, regulations
and laws of the jurisdiction in which they are traveling.

3. Whenever a member’s authorized firearm is discharged, the member shall:

a. Preserve the firearm in the exact condition it was in immediately
following the discharge;

b. Not open the action and/or chamber a round, remove or load another
magazine in the well of the service weapon;

c. Not operate the actions on rifles or shotguns (although the safety may
be set if it is necessary to handle the weapon); and

d. Surrender the firearm in its holster as directed by a member of the
Force Investigation Team (FIT) or an official (of a higher rank) on the
scene.

B. Handling of Firearms 

1. Members shall not:

a. Handle firearms in an unsafe manner by playing or toying with
their weapon;

b. Display their firearms unnecessarily (e.g., removing the pistol
from the holster to show a friend, etc.);
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c. Use or carry ammunition in any assigned Department-issued
service firearm, or authorized off-duty firearm that is not issued
by the Department, except that members may purchase and
use ammunition for training purposes at an approved range;

d. Disassemble the Glock 9mm semi-automatic pistol or perform
any maintenance on the weapon, except fieldstripping for
cleaning;

NOTE:  Only certified Armorers assigned to the MPD Range are
authorized to perform any other maintenance on the weapons.

e. Alter a service firearm in any manner (e.g., mark, engrave,
color, change grips, etc.); or

f. Use or carry any unauthorized weapon on their service weapon,
including but not limited to the following:

(1) Grip adapters not issued or authorized by the
Department; 

(2) Extended magazines floor plates; and 

(3) Lasers or flashlights. 

2. Questions regarding authorized equipment shall be directed to the
MPD Armorer.

3. If it is determined that a member is carrying or using unauthorized
equipment on his or her service weapon in violation of this order, an
official shall direct the member to report to the MPD Armorer’s Office

for the immediate removal of the unauthorized equipment and may
subject the member to disciplinary action.

C. Authorized Off-Duty Service Firearms 

Members shall consult GO-RAR-901.02 (Wearing of Personal, Non-Issued 
Pistols and Holsters) for regulations and procedures pertaining to the carrying 
of off-duty service firearms. 
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D.    Qualification 

1. All members, including members on limited duty or sick leave who
retain their service pistols, shall qualify with their service pistol and
authorized off-duty firearm every six (6) months.

a. Members shall be required to qualify at least once during the
period between January 1st through June 30th and at least

once during the period July 1st through December 31st. The
proficiency test itself does not count as a semi-annual
qualification.

b. Members who have their firearm returned to them after being
cleared to return to full duty status, shall report to the MPD
Range for qualification within twenty-four (24) hours, or the
next business day.
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a. In those incidents under investigation by the FIT, authorization shall be
obtained by a supervisor from the FIT.

b. In all other incidents, authorization shall be obtained from the involved
member’s commanding officer or his/her designee.

5. The member’s supervisor shall contact the MPD Armorer’s Office to arrange for a
permanent replacement service weapon. 

6. The MPD Armorer shall issue a permanent replacement service weapon only upon
appropriate authorization from the appropriate Bureau Chief/Director.

7. Upon proper authorization, the MPD Armorer will:

a. Issue the member a new weapon;

b. Conduct a function fire;

c. Issue the member a property receipt for any temporary service weapon being
turned into the MPD Armorer’s Office; and

d. Return any temporary service weapons to the Forensic Science Services
Division.

E. Handling and Using Shotguns 

1. When a Shotgun May Be Used:

Members shall deploy their shotguns only in extraordinary circumstances, such as
tactical situations or high-risk arrest situations when it is anticipated that they
may confront a suspect or group of suspects who may be possibly armed with a
firearm. A member shall not deploy his or her shotgun when confronting a suspect or
group of suspects who are armed with weapons other than firearms (e.g., blunt
objects, knives), unless the weapon is capable of causing mass casualties (e.g.,
explosive vest, incendiary device). The decision to remove a shotgun rifle from a
vehicle shall be based primarily upon the danger posed by the confronted person(s).
Such examples may include, but are not limited to, the following situations:

a. Major criminal incidents (including barricade/hostage situations);

b. Service of high-risk warrants;

c. Any situation where the official in charge of the operation deems
the shotgun to be necessary, so long as the decision is based on the
guidelines set forth in this order.

2. In situations that initially required the deployment of a shotgun, members shall
continuously reassess the circumstances to determine whether or not the continued
deployment of a shotgun is still necessary. Once the member determines the
circumstances no longer warrant the deployment of a shotgun, he or she shall secure
the shotgun in his or vehicle.

3. Shotgun Certification
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There are two separate certification training programs: certification in 
the use of a regular shotgun and certification in the use of a folding- 

   stock shotgun. Only members who are trained and certified shall use 
the shotgun for which they are certified, although it is recognized that 
under exigent circumstances it may become necessary for a non- 

   certified member to take control of a shotgun for safekeeping and/or to 
protect lives. 

a. Members who use shotguns shall be certified annually.

b. At the option of element commanders/directors, members of
their command may be designated for certification with either
the regular or folding-stock shotgun as determined by the duties
and responsibilities of the positions held.

4. Handling and Care of Shotguns

a. All properly certified members, upon being assigned a shotgun,
shall be responsible for the proper and safe inspection of the
functionality of the weapon prior to assuming responsibility for
the weapon.

b. Members, upon being relieved from duty or termination of the
assignment requiring the weapon, shall turn in the shotgun to an
official for inspection.

c. Any defect or deficiency found as a result of the inspection shall
be brought to the immediate attention of the official responsible
for the shotguns or, in his/her absence, an official on duty.

d. When carrying regular or folding-stock shotguns in a vehicle not
equipped with a mount, members shall take the following
precautionary measures:

(1) The weapon shall be loaded with only four shells in the
magazine tube;  

(2) The chamber shall be empty; 

(3) The safety shall be in the “safe” position;

(4) The action shall be closed; and 

(5) The weapon shall be in its case and placed in the trunk of 
the vehicle until needed. 
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e. Members shall observe all proper safety procedures when
loading and unloading a shotgun.

f. Shotguns shall be cleaned only by members who are currently
certified to use the particular kind of shotgun, using official
Department cleaning kits maintained at each unit with shotguns.

g. The MPD Armorer shall be responsible for repairing all issued
shotguns and returning repaired shotguns to the assigned unit.

5. Storage of Shotguns

Shotguns shall always be stored in the designated storage area of the
assigned organizational element.

a. The storage area must be capable of being secured and shall
be locked at all times unless entered by an official.

b. The accessibility of keys or combinations to locks to storage
areas shall be determined by the respective commanding
officers/directors. They shall not be made available to members
below the rank of Sergeant.

c. Shotguns shall always be stored unloaded with the action open.

6. Supervisory and Command Responsibilities

a. Commanding officers/directors shall control and ensure
maximum accountability for the shotguns, ammunition, and
accessories assigned to their command, including the following:

(1) Designate an official of his/her command to be the official
responsible for the shotguns; 

(2) Designate members who may become shotgun certified 
under the guidelines for optional certification; 

(3) Designate and maintain a safe and secure shotgun 
storage area at the unit facility; 

(4) Forward all requests for shotguns and accessories to the 
Commander/Director, MPA; and 

(5) Ensure that certification for members is updated and that 
current certification information is readily available to 
officials at all times. 
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(2) Record the following information in the Patrol Rifle Logbook: 

(a) Rifle Department identification number; 

(b) Rifle serial number; 

(c) Name and rank of member to whom the rifle is issued; 

(d) Badge number of the member to whom the rifle is 
issued;  

(e) Date of most recent qualification or re-qualification 
of the member; 

(f) Number of magazines issued; 

(g) Number of magazines returned; 

(h) Number of rounds issued; 

(i) Number of rounds returned; 

(j) Name of official issuing the weapon; 

(k) Name of official receiving the weapon; and 

(l) Any damage; and 

(3) Ensure that the roll call sheet indicates that the member 
has been issued a patrol rifle and fax the roll call sheet  
promptly to the CIC. 

3. Patrol Rifle Use

Members shall deploy their patrol rifles only in extraordinary circumstances,
such as tactical situations or high-risk arrest situations when it is anticipated
that they may confront a suspect or group of suspects who may be
possibly armed with a firearm. A member shall not deploy his or her patrol
rifle when confronting a suspect or group of suspects who are armed with
weapons other than firearms (e.g., blunt objects, knives), unless the weapon
is capable of causing mass casualties (e.g.,  explosive vest, incendiary
device). The decision to remove a patrol rifle from a vehicle shall be based
primarily upon the danger posed by the confronted person(s). Such examples
may include, but are not limited to, the following situations:

a. Major criminal incidents (including barricade/hostage situations);

b. Active shooter scenarios;
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c. Any situation in which the official in charge of the operation deems the
patrol rifle to be necessary, consistent with the guidelines set forth in
this order.

4. In situations that initially required the deployment of a patrol rifle, members
shall continuously reassess the circumstances to determine whether or not
the continued deployment of a patrol rifle is still necessary. Once the member
determines the circumstances no longer warrant the deployment of a patrol
rifle, he or she shall secure the patrol rifle in his or her vehicle.

5. Patrol Rifle Transport

a. When transporting a patrol rifle in an MPD vehicle:

(1) The vehicle must contain an approved vehicle locking device 
that is designed for and capable of securing the rifle in and to 
the vehicle. The locking device must:  

(a) Prevent the theft of the rifle; 

(b) Prevent unauthorized use of the rifle; and 

(c) Be authorized by the Director, Metropolitan Police 
Academy or designee. 

(2) The member, prior to placing the weapon in the locking device, 
shall conduct a safety check to ensure the rifle is in the  
following condition: 

(a) The chamber is empty; 

(b) The bolt is forward; 

(c) The selector lever is set on “safe”; and

(d) A fully loaded magazine is inserted into the well of the 
weapon. 

b. A member who must exit a vehicle that contains a patrol rifle shall:

(1) Ensure the weapon is secured in the locking device in the 
condition required in Section F.4.a above and the vehicle is 
secured (i.e., locked doors and closed windows); or 

(2) Keep the rifle with him/her on his/her person. 

6. Patrol Rifle Handling

a. Each member, upon being issued a patrol rifle, shall:

(1) Be responsible for the proper and safe inspection of the 
firearm prior to assuming responsibility for the rifle; 
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(2) Not alter, modify, or add any after-market equipment to 
the rifle; 

(3) Observe all required safety procedures when cleaning, 
carrying, loading, unloading, and transporting the rifle; 
and  

(4) Use the rifle, in all circumstances, in accordance with this 
order, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), and GO-RAR- 
901.08 (Use of Force Investigations). 

b. Only the MPD Armorer shall repair, alter, adjust (excluding sight
adjustment), and add a non-issued accessory to a patrol rifle.

c. When deploying the patrol rifle, the member shall:

(1) When no immediate threat is present, carry the rifle in
“condition two” as follows:

(a) Chamber empty; 

(b) Bolt forward; 

(c) Selector lever on “safe”; and  

(d) Fully charged magazine in the well of the rifle; and 

(2) When an immediate threat is present, or conditions 
escalate to the point of where an immediate threat may 
be present, charge the rifle. 

d. Each member issued a patrol rifle, upon being relieved from
duty or completing the authorized carrying time period, shall
return the rifle to the element for storage.

7. Patrol Rifle Storage

a. Patrol Rifles shall be secured at the assigned element only in
the storage area designated and approved by the Commanding
Officer.

b. The Commanding Officer shall determine the member(s), the
rank of Sergeant or above, who shall possess the key(s) or
combination required to enter the designated storage area.

c. The storage area shall be locked at all times, unless entered by
a member the rank of Sergeant or above.
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d. When a member returns the patrol rifle to the element for
storage, the member shall ensure that the rifle is:

(1) Unloaded;

(2) In a safe condition; and

(3) The chamber is empty.

e. If a patrol rifle has been deployed during inclement conditions
(for example, muddy, rainy, and/or snowy conditions), the
member shall clean the rifle prior to turning it in.

f. The Patrol Rifle Liaison Official who receives the patrol rifle from
the member shall:

(1) Ensure the rifle is stored in “rack-safe” condition as
follows: 

(a) There is no magazine in the well of the weapon; 

(b) The chamber is empty; 

(c) The hammer is in the forward position; 

(d) The selector lever is set to the “fire” position; and

NOTE:  This position is necessary because when 
the hammer is forward, the trigger has been pulled 
to take the pressure off the springs. The selector 
lever will not move from the “fire” position to the
“safe” position.

(e) The dust cover is in the closed position. 

(2) Ensure that the patrol rifle ammunition is processed and 
stored as follows: 

(a) The ammunition shall remain in the original box 
until issued; 

(b) Any issued ammunition that has been removed 
from the original box shall be stored in the patrol 
rifle magazine; 

(c) Under no circumstances shall loose ammunition  
be stored other than in the appropriate magazine(s); 
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(d) Any magazine that is stored while charged shall 
be unloaded every quarter and the ammunition  
loaded into an alternative magazine; 

(e) When rotating ammunition, each round shall be 
inspected to note any damage or defect; and 

(f) Defective round(s) shall not be reloaded into a  
magazine, but shall be properly and safely transported 
to the Firearms Training and Tactics  Unit, MPA, for  
disposal. 

8. Supervisory and Command Responsibilities

a. The Patrol Rifle Liaison Official shall:

(1) Ensure that the Patrol Rifle Logbook is properly maintained; 

(2) Ensure that each member issued a patrol rifle has met all  
the applicable qualifications and re-qualification requirement; 

(3) Conduct a weekly inventory of all element patrol rifles, 
ammunition, and accessories; 

(4) Conduct a weekly inspection of all element patrol rifles for 
defects and/or damage; 

(5) Ensure that any patrol rifle that requires repair is transported in 
a safe manner to the MPD Armorer; 

(6) Ensure that all element patrol rifles are inspected at least 
annually by the MPD Armorer; 

(7) Upon suspecting damage to, or a deficiency in, a patrol rifle, 
remove the rifle from inventory and ensure the proper and safe 
transport to the MPD Armorer; and 

(8) When damage to, or a deficiency in, a patrol rifle can be  
attributed to a member, conduct a proper investigation to 
determine accountability, ensuring that all required forms 
are properly completed, including the: 

(a) Incident Summary Sheet (UN 938); and 

(b) Report of Damage to or Loss of District  
Government Property (PD Form 43).  
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