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Choose
Flooring in
the Comfort
of Your
Home!

www.sackettsathome.com

| Hoormg Solutions |HOME
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Andersen™ windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fit any purpose and every personality. With natural wood
interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers

choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Andersen. pwy

WINDOWS+*DOORS

We are celebrating over 50 years of experience in designing window and door projects and helping our customers
discover their own personal styles. Stop by any of our 7 locations and speak with one of our experts.

Dowagiac (269) 782-7788 « Kalamazoo (269) 372-0340
Niles (269) 684-4050 « Portage (269) 323-0660
St. Joseph [269) 429-1707 « Sturgis (269) 651-5388 al l I Ia e
South Haven (269) 639-7788
www.hannapel.com KITCHEN | BATH | WINDOW | DOOR

andersenwindows.com
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( ON THE COVER)
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Laurie Gallo had no fear of building a
home from the ground up. A connection
with Matt Watts, of Watts Homes &
Construction, helped assure that her
“forever home” was everything she
wanted.

Extra living space with a screened porch A flex room for home lifestyle changes
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Extra! Extra!

Welcome Home Magazine is the Kalamazoo Area

Home Idea Guide and Lifestyle Magazine.

Welcome Home Magazine is dedicated to you,
and the many people who create a warm atmosphere for themselves,
their families, and their friends.

Welcome Home Magazine showcases sensational homes
crafted by some of the areas premier builders, remodelers
and many local building and decorating professionals.

Welcome Home celebrates everything that makes Kalamazoo
and Southwest Michigan home, including health and fitness,
local points of interest, entertainment, dining, shopping, finances,
technology, education, home decor, and of course the home itself.

Welcome Home Magazine is written and produced locally
and distributed quarterly where local people live, shop, dine
and where they enjoy what this area has to offer,

a lifestyle that is unique to Southwest Michigan.

Visit: www.welcomehomekzoo.com

Be Seen

Be Remembered
in Welcome Home
Magazine

WELCOME HOME

Welcome Home Magazine
is targeted o consumers in
the Greater Kalamazoo Area

WITH US.

FOR ADVERTISING
INFORMATION VISIT
www.welcomehomekzoo.com
OR CONTACT JOHN

(269) 547-0333
johno@jbprinting.com

Welcome Home is
targeted to YOUR
customers in the
Kalamazoo Area

Welcome Home
advertising drives
web searches
and visits

Magazines are
credible

Magazines and
magazine ads
capture focused
attention

Print magazine
advertising
inspires readers
to take action
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with their father, DRS fnunder
Robert DeHaan
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CABINETRY

THE QUALITY YOU DESIRE

We listen and we deliver. Let us put our 42 years of remodeling
expertisetowork foryou. Confidence and trust...are just a couple of

6313 Stadium Dr. the things we build well.

Kalamazoo, Ml 49009 &Bath DEHAAN
v~ ‘ ; UNLIMITED 269) 343-3757 B
(269) 375-2212 _ 2 o DA

DeHaanRemodeling.com SPECIALISTS, INC
We Specialize In Kitchen Remodeling
www.kbunlimited.com KITGHENS | BATHS | ROOM RDDITIONS | LOWER LEVELS

J.B. PRINTING

PRINT_COPY DESIGN BIND
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You guys have really helped ) [ v 4 % The mailing was perfect
us out. We really appreciate ' and we could have not
the work and effort your . have asked for a better

crew puts in. election cycle.
Mark Shelby

3111 Lake Street + Kalamazoo, Michigan 49048 - (269) 349-9601 - www.JBPRINTING.com
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“Mango Salsa 7\

otogriphy b LindjHoard

This Mango Salsa is juicy, zesty and refreshing and is like summer in a bowl! It’s super easy and can go together
in 20 minutes. Just chop ripe mangos, red or green peppers or both, red onions and chopped cilantro and mix with
the dressing that jazzes it up. You can keep it simple or substitute peaches for the mango, and customize it with
other items you have on hand, such as black beans, corn or pineapple. Not only can you eat it with chips, but you
can add it to your favorite curry recipe, or you can spoon it over fish or chicken. Make this Mango Salsa in
advance for stress free summer entertaining.

Mango Salsa Dressing:
4 small or 3 large mangos
Red & green pepper (1/2 each) 1/3 cup olive oil
1 small red onion 1/3 cup balsamic vinegar
Bunch chopped cilantro 1/3 cup sugar
1 tsalt
Dice all ingredients into whatever size you prefer. Juice of one lemon
Mix together in a bowl and stir in dressing. 3 cloves minced garlic
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JENISON
616-669-3085

KALAMAZOO
269-343-1191

* Manufacturers of quality Wood B PRIN l ING
Mouldings | . ¢

* Distributors of Plywood, Doors Y PRINT COPY DESIGN BIND MAIL

& Stairway Systems

* Family owned and operated for

3 generations

3111 Lake Street
(269) 349-9601 » www.JBPRINTING.com

Bualt ...
for a Lifetime

of Relaxation

8 - Welcome Home - Summer 2021 Great U o s L. seal’e




Courtesy of J&J Glass

A screened porch can enhance your life
and provide extra living space

There’s nothing like the whine of a
mosquito to drive us for the can of insect
repellant or the safety of the house. Or
you could continue to enjoy being
outside protected by a screened porch
that keeps away the insects as well as
offers protection against showers and
direct sun exposure.

“Screened rooms are making a
comeback,” says Gary Howe, owner of
Howe Patio & Windows. And not only
that, removable glass or polycarbonate
panels can be added to extend the time
the porch can be used. These panels are
constructed to be small enough to be
placed by the homeowner and can easily
be stored when not in use explains
Steven Cretsinger, Vice President,
J&J Glass.

“There is no ideal size for screened
porches. The ideal is what fits the needs
of the homeowner and the overall design
of the house,” offers Cretsinger. A
number of homeowners place a screened
porch off a specific room, such as a

By Barbara Fisher
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Courtesy of Howe Patio & Windows
(j/m{ 7]57; 10%4/@ Welcome Home « Summer 2021 + 9



master bedroom, intending the porch to be a private location
from which to read, enjoy a cup of coffee or gaze at the night
sky. What kinds and how much furniture will be placed on
the porch? Will it fit through all of the passages to get to its
destination? If the porch will be elevated and an exterior door
is planned, what kind of steps will offer the most functionality
and aesthetics? If an exterior door is planned for a porch with a
small footprint, Howe recommends the door open to the out-
side so that limited floorspace doesn’t have to be kept clear to ac-
commodate the swing of the door. If the porch is 32” or
higher off the ground, fall protection is required. Fall protection
may take many forms (e.g., permanently placed glass,
polycarbonate, cable) but the most common is vertical spindles
placed four inches apart topped off with chair rail. Howe says
many homeowners use chair rail in the design of their porch for
aesthetics even if it isn’t required. When not required, there is
flexibility to use spindles placed further apart and the height of
the chair rail doesn’t have to be 36” tall. While most porches are
single-story affairs, porches may be works of art and enclose
what was originally a multi-level deck or soar two stories tall.

Like any addition, homeowners will want to consider
maintenance during the design phase. Maintenance needs vary
depending on the construction materials used. Considerations
include wood versus composite decking, the type of screening
and the type of posts and framing used. Built with long-term
use and maintenance in mind, homeowners can have a screened
porch constructed that is virtually maintenance free and
typically can be cleaned with a hose. Sign us up!! Cretsinger
points out that wood decking is certainly attractive and more
budget friendly but requires more maintenance. The same is true
for posts, says Howe, for more maintenance free construction,
homeowners will want to look at aluminum posts and frame
with a powder coat finish, one of the most durable finishes on
the market.

“THE BEST;-;
IN THE HOUSE;|

Homeowners also have a choice of the type of screen that
goes into their porch. Fiberglass screen will forgive various
impacts like hitting the screen with a chair leg but tends to trap
odors and may not be the ideal choice if you're doing frequent
barbequing near or even in the enclosed area or if a family
member is a heavy smoker. Charcoal colored aluminum
screening is easier to clean and while a chair leg won’t go
through the screen, it might dent it. For homeowners with
young children or pets who are likely to make rough contact
with the screening, Howe recommends “pet screen” for the
lower 36” of the structure all the way around. Accidents can
happen and this heavier product can prevent disappointments
and damage. Rescreening a porch is likely to be needed every
10-15 years or sooner in areas where small airborne particulate
is likely to be heavy and the clogged screen openings become
resistant to cleaning.

Most true screen porches are screened from floor to ceiling
and from post to post. Regardless of the size of the porch, the
majority of porches are made up of 4-4.5 foot panels for ease in
replacing screening when necessary and preventing the
inevitable sag when screen is stretched across too large a frame.
Screened porches can be constructed in all sorts of colors with
white being the most predominant. Bronze and various earth
tones are also popular. Black trimmed windows are currently a
hot color particularly in new construction and black screen
porches are now popular as well. Posts and frames that are
powder coated may be tinted to match any color.

Howe and Cretsinger stress that putting screening under
the decking to prevent bugs from accessing the porch and
your tranquility is a must. Aesthetically, using as few posts as
possible is ideal so as not to obstruct the view.

It should go without saying, but it'll be said anyway:
screened porches get wet. In torrential rains with wind, they
can get quite wet. Apart from using outdoor furniture, porch

ROO

IS OUTSIDE

FIND OUT ABOUT OUR SCREENED PORCH SYSTEMS

8136 Shooting Star Lane, Texas Corners
(Behind Ace Hardware in Texas Square Mall)

10 - Welcome Home « Summer 2021
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Courtesy of J&J Glass

construction needs to include a way for
water to weep out of the structure. For
elevated porches with deck style
flooring, the water will weep out
between the flooring planks through
the screening below. If a single-story,
second-story porch is built, remember
whatever is below the porch is in the
drip path. For structures with flooring
that doesn’t allow for water seepage
below the decking, homeowners should
consult their builder to ensure water is
able to weep away while at the same
time insect introduction is kept to a
minimum.

J&J Glass manufactures and installs
the screen panels as well as the panels
designed to extend the time the porch
may be used; the homeowner works
with their favorite builder to construct
the decking and framing coordinating
with J&]J Glass to ensure the project is a
success. Howe is a licensed builder
enabling Howe Patio & Windows to both
design and construct the porch from
start to finish.

+

Todd Modderman

MODDERMAN

BUILDERS, LLC

NEW LOTS
AVAILABLE

- Glass Railing
« Shower Enclosures

e Gloss BT

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

» Replacement
Windows

New Homes - Remodeling 509 East Vine Street
_ Kalamazoo
Commercial Mon.-Fri.

www.moddermanbuilders.com
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269.353.5738 St Bam-15:50pm

todd@moddermanbuilders.com 269.344.2834

www.jjglassmi.com
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INIEBOER

heating & cooling

Ask about
Carrier and
Consumers Energy

rebates

Turn to the experts available on
select models

620 Commerce Lane in Parchment

(269) 381-7430 « www.nieboerheating.com

Nieboer Heating & Cooling provides Furnaces, Air Conditioners;
Heat Pumps both air-to air and Ground water-source; Air
Cleaners, Humidifiers, Boilers, Water heaters, Zoning; Radiant
heat; Ductless systems; Service Agreements

y 9

Nieboer Heating & Cooling
Member since 1993

Sandstone Creation
Landscape design & build

Retaining walls
Planting beds
Water features =
Patios - Lighting B R e
Sculpture Our designs accentuate the beauty of the home,
SandstoneCreation.com the land, and the character of each client.

[ e

¥y j i

AN RS

SO Y R —— '

il

12 - Welcome Home « Summer 2021 (jxm,z‘ 7/%7/, Lafdﬂ



Could Solar Power be Right for You?

By Barbbara Fisher

The sun. It provides light. It provides heat. It, literally,
holds the solar system together. And it can power your home,
reduce or eliminate your electric bill and reduce your carbon
footprint. What's not to like? Could soundlessly powering
your home with the sun’s energy be right for you?

Simply put, solar panels convert energy from sunlight into
energy to power your home. More technically, the solar panels
absorb light and convert it to direct current (DC) power. The
DC power travels through the system’s inverter and is con-
verted into alternating current (AC), the kind of power used by
most households. Explains Don King, President and Owner of
Solar King, LLC, the electricity generated is grid quality, the
same quality you’d purchase from your utility company. King,
who brings true passion to his work, was born and raised in
Michigan and put in the time learning about the solar industry
through hands-on work in direct and related fields before start-
ing Solar King in 2014.

Financial and environmental reasons are the primary rea-
sons residential (and commercial) customers consider solar. Fi-
nancially, homeowners have only to look at their electric bill to
recognize an opportunity for intervention. King quips that

g/zdf T@J /. o‘a{,ﬂj

climbing electrical bills are “predictably unpredictable” going
on to say that energy costs have gone up an average of 4-6% an-
nually. Equally important for many homeowners is the desire to
reduce their carbon footprint through the adoption of a green
energy source to benefit present and future generations.

Everyone jokes about Michigan weather and newscasters
frequently offer the percentage of sun Michigan has received
over a given period of time. So a legitimate question is whether
Michigan gets enough sun to make solar panels worth the cost.
The answer, says King, is a firm yes, “ambient temperatures [in
Michigan] are perfect for maximum electric production. [Solar]
panels are rated and tested at 77 degrees and will produce more
power when they are cooler than when they are overheated.”
While panels do not operate at maximum production under
heavy cloud cover, they do not sit idle either.

During the planning phase of any solar project, location of
the panels is discussed. King notes that homeowners should in-
sist this phase be done onsite. Ideally the panels will face south
and be placed as high as possible at the optimal angle for the
homeowner’s latitude. (Yes, there’s an app for that!) The object
is to locate the installation in a place that receives the smallest

Welcome Home - Summer 2021 - 13



Battery Inverter

amount of shading from trees and other buildings. East or west-
facing rooflines are workable; however, 15-20% of production
will be lost. King notes that it's possible to compensate by in-
stalling additional panels or by utilizing ground-mounted sys-
tems. King notes that “many of the newer decorative homes
have roofs that are just not at the perfect orientation to the sun
to maximize solar production whereas a ground-mounted array
can be installed facing due south at the optimal 30° angle for our
area of the country.”

Safety features, required by building codes and by the elec-
trical company and backed up by inspections, are built into all
system to keep both the homeowner’s residence safe as well as
to ensure the safety of the energy company power lines and its
staff.

Homeowners will want to carefully check the warranty on
the panels and components their selected installer plans to use.
Panels should be warrantied for 25-30 years and are actually ex-
pected to last 40-50 years; the vast majority of that time the sys-
tem has already paid for itself and is generating free power for
the homeowner.

Consumer’s Energy offers a Distributed Generation Pro-
gram. In brief, the energy generated by the homeowner’s solar
array will decrease the need to buy electricity from Consumer’s
Energy. When excess energy is produced (i.e., more energy is
produced than is consumed), Consumer’s Energy will credit the
homeowner for use when the system isn’t generating enough
power to cover consumption. Customers receive status reports
from Consumer’s Energy plus homeowners can monitor their
solar installation’s operations at any time on their phone or com-
puter using a separate independent app. Itis possible to sell ex-
cess power back to Consumer’s Energy or use solar to make a
total break from utilizing a power company at all. By carefully
choosing a solar company, the company will be able to help you
determine the best option for your circumstances.

14 - Welcome Home - Summer 2021
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Electric Panel Electric Meter

While the energy generated is “free” once electrical savings
equal the upfront costs of the materials and installation, there
are upfront costs until that breakeven point is reached. This
point may be reached in as little as 6 years but more commonly
between 7-10 years. The upfront costs to install a system vary
based on current power usage, whether the homeowner wants
to store energy through a battery system and how large a system
is needed to support their electrical needs and/or end goals.
Through advance planning, homeowners can have a system
built that will easily accommodate enhancements (such as a bat-
tery system) in future years. King offers that “return on invest-
ment is based on how much power you produce and how long
it will take to recover your initial investment.” He goes on to
say that return on investment is one factor; however, installing
solar will also increase a home’s value both now and at the time
a homeowner sells the home.

To help with upfront costs, there is a federal tax rebate (the
solar Investment Tax Credit) of 26% of the cost of 2021 installa-
tions. This credit drops to 22% in 2023 and sunsets after 2023.
Should the amount of the credit exceed the tax due, the credit
may be stretched out into subsequent tax years. There are a
number of lenders from whom homeowners may seek loans.
Like Solar King, reputable solar companies have cultivated var-
ious partnerships with lenders to provide options to allow
homeowners to obtain the right solar system for their home at
attractive interest rates.

Whether it’s through a distributed generation program or a
solar energy storage option, most of us can find a solar option to
power our home at an affordable price.
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From (City to Country:
Building a Home to Welcome Family

By Zinta Aistars
Feature Photography by Jim Schuon Photography

Homeowner Laurie Gallo, manager of a medical device
sales business, had no fear of building a home from the ground
up. She had done it four times before. It was a matter of trust
and research for her.

“I liked what I had in my previous home in Hinsdale,
linois—near Chicago—and I wanted something similar near
Kalamazoo, with just a few changes,” Gallo said. “I researched
builders for four years for my previous home. I had the
advantage this time that I knew Matt Watts, I had seen homes
he had built, and I knew this was the builder I wanted.”

A personal connection helped, but Matt Watts, vice
president of operations at Watts Homes & Construction at 5071

16 - Welcome Home « Summer 2021
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Gull Road in Kalamazoo, was willing to go the extra mile for his
customers. In fact, several hundred miles.

“My wife Beth and I drove to Hinsdale to look at Laurie’s
house there,” Watts said. “I wanted to see the features of that
house that she wanted in a new house.”

It is that kind of attention, Watts said, he is willing to give
to any client. Watts Home is a third-generation family business
(Don Watts, his father, is the architect; Joyce Watts, his mother,
is corporate secretary), and he attributes that to what he calls
the The Watts Difference—a reputation for quality and
customer satisfaction. Yet another benefit is that both he and
sister, Joy Watts, president of the company, have real estate
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L the Possibilities

Your Life. Your Home. Your Style

Since 1472,

Watts Homes & Construction brings a highly personalized
approach to construction. We work with you to define your
needs and capture your style so that your space is just right for
you. We personally design everything we build, whether you

choose from one of our current plans or create your own home
design start to finish.

18 - Welcome Home « Summer 2021
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Wall Coverings ® Draperies ® Carpeting ® Blinds ® Tile ® Wood ® Furniture ® Fabrics ® Decorating Accents

342-6894 » 6811 West KL Ave. ® www.corklanedecorating.com

—
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Whether your
Window Covering
needs are light
control, privacy, or
you need a
new look,

WE CAN HELP!

‘I_AFAYETTE

inferior fashions

* FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION

® FREE PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

(¢ CALL TODAY
aly 1-800-285-4551

INTERIORS WWW.SHOPATFLAIR.COM

DRAPERIES BLINDS SHUTTERS  SHADES

ANTIQUE INDUSTRIAL PALLETS MAKE A GREAT COFFEE TABLE

Early 20th century factory steel
stringer pallet with wide wood
planks. Unrestored.

$ 125.00 Each Many to choose from.

Used at JB Printing to store paper until recently
Jjohno@jbprinting.com (269) 547-0333

22 - Welcome Home - Summer 2021 (j/mf T@r lo‘a/,//@

licenses and are able to provide real
estate services for clients who have a
home to sell prior to moving into new
construction.

WHAT STAYS, WHAT GOES

One of Gallo’s requirements for the
new home was that it be located near
Interstate-94, for easy access for return
trips she would have to make to Chicago
and the surrounding area for her work.
Watts had just the neighborhood—a new
development in the Richland area with
large, wooded lots.

Gallo chose a near 2-acre lot with old
pines and tall poplars. After years of city
living, she was looking forward to the
wooded privacy and surrounding
wildlife.

Gallo also gave Watts the blueprints
from her previous home as a starting
point.

“This is my ‘forever home,” where I
will eventually retire,” she said. “So I
gave that thought in the kind of design I
wanted, that it would be accessible, for
instance, to wheelchairs should I ever
have that need down the road.”

WIDER DOORWAYS, CHECK. MAIN
FLOOR LIVING, CHECK.

Watts shaved off the second floor of
Gallo’s previous home to create a
Craftsman-style ranch house. With an
expansive main floor of 3,100 square feet
and a lower level with walkout of 1,895
square feet, he moved what were once
second floor bedrooms to the main and
lower floors.

The house features four bedrooms
with three-and-a-half baths, a great room
with gas and wood-burning fireplace on
the main floor with 9-foot ceilings and a
great room with wet bar on the lower
level, a main floor office, a laundry room,
and a screened-in back porch. The chef’s
kitchen features Pioneer cabinets,
Thermador appliances, and a center
island. A walk-in pantry completes the
set-up. Floors are a dark hardwood by
ProSource. The house also has a three-car
garage.

TAKING SHAPE FOR THE PARADE OF
HOMES

“The build began in April 2019, and
since I was still living in Hinsdale at that
time, Matt and his wife sent me videos

to show me progress on the house,”
Gallo said.
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HEADSHO T
& BRANDING
PORTRAITS

LINDA HOARD

PHOTOGRAPHY

Have you ever looked at your LinkedIn
profile, Instagram, or company photo and
thought to yourself it was time for a new
picture? That’s why I offer headshot and
branding photos for all professions.

If you're interested in learning more
about getting your new photos done,
connect with me through the contact page
on my website, call me at (269) 301-0800
or text HEADSHOT to (269)218-4711 and
I'll give you the information you need to
make a decision.

SPECIAL 50% off

Wednesday, August 4th
Thursday,Sept 16th

www.LindaHoardPhotography.com/headshots
316 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 106
(269) 301-0800

24 - Welcome Home - Summer 2021
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It was important to Gallo to stay on
budget, and the construction came in on
budget with one exception, she said. She
had chosen a lot on a slope. To give the
construction a level base, fill dirt had to
brought in on trucks.

“That was the only thing that I
hadn’t planned for,” Gallo said.
“Otherwise, if I ever had a question, I
knew I could call the builder and get my
answers.”

When it came to choosing finishes
and various options, Gallo knew what
she wanted.

The front of the chocolate-brown
house has four different textures with
accents of stone, brick, and cedar-shake
style siding.

“The same stone was used for an
outdoor fireplace I wanted in back of the
house,” said Gallo. “I wanted to keep
things rustic there, to enjoy the woods
and wildlife—deer and wild turkeys—
that come by.”

Gallo chose autumn colors for
décor—browns, oranges, rust tones—
and spread her mother’s colorful quilts
across the beds, making house into
home.

“We had a delay over the spring
when the pandemic began,” Watts said.
“But the house was ready for the Parade
of Homes in August 2020.”

“The Parade went through Saturday,
and Sunday I moved in,” Gallo said.

As fall turned to winter, Gallo has
enjoyed her energy-efficient new home.

“Everything is so solid and secure,”
she says. “I've been pleased with the
surprisingly low energy bills.”

As Gallo greeted her first winter in
the new home, she has snowshoed
wooded trails behind the property, and
she has enjoyed frequent visits from
family and grandchildren.

“My sister visits often enough that I
dedicated one of the bedrooms just for
her,” Gallo said.

Her advice to others considering
new construction is “don’t overthink the
options. Don't be afraid to build new. If
you have done your research and feel
like you can trust your builder, don’t get
overwhelmed with the details. Make
your choices and let go—and enjoy.”



Adding Appeal at the Curb

By Zinta Aistars

First impressions matter. For a home, that means curb
appeal.

And even though we are told throughout our lives to not
judge something by its exterior, arguably that does not apply
to a house. The exterior of a home is its shell of not only beauty,
but protection of all that is within.

With nine Michigan locations, the Eikenhout family
business was established by Hendrick Eikenhout in Grand
Rapids in 1894. It later branched out to Kalamazoo at 5669 East
Cork Street along with other locations across the state.
Eikenhout offers siding, roofing, windows, doors, decks, and
railing—all the makings of a beautiful and durable exterior for
the home.

“We started with roofing and expanded from there,” says
Nick Carley, branch manager. “We don’t do installation, but
work with contractors, and we have a showroom of siding and
roofing, all manner of building supplies for the customer to
look at—and then the contractor does the rest.”

The Eikenhout showroom, in fact, is so well stocked with
color samples that Carley says customers can find that the
hardest part of their decision is choosing a color for siding.

“Vinyl siding is easily our most popular option for the
exterior of a home,” he says. “It’s easy to install, durable, and
easy to maintain—and it comes in something like 700 colors.
Current trends are for the darker colors, such as a darker blue
that is currently popular, but darker colors can actually be more
expensive because darker siding can take longer to make.”

Eikenhout offers CertainTeed and Mastic Home Exteriors
brands in vinyl siding. Good quality siding can also help create
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a home that is energy efficient, effectively sealing in the climate
control technology inside the home and allowing for peak
performance.

~
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Siding is not just a consideration for new construction,
however. Re-siding on an existing home is an option when old
siding begins to show damage—dents, gouges, cracks that may
allow moisture to enter below the surface or drafts that can
make a home uncomfortable. It can also refresh the look of a
house and give it an entirely different appearance.

When choosing siding, consider more than just color. You
will also want to consider matching—or contrasting—colors
with window and other trim and roofing, other finishes of the
home. Mixing up textures and directions, adding areas of
vertical siding with horizontal, can also add interest. Adding
accents of wood, brick, shingles, or stone trim (or a stone veneer)
can create a great look. Siding that appears to have a wood grain
is also available, and it is more maintenance-free while being
less costly than real wood.

Locally owned and operated by the Lyster brothers since
2000, Lyster Exteriors at 2324 Cambridge Drive in Kalamazoo,
sells siding, windows, roofing, decks, gutters, and insulation.
They also offer repairs and installation. Matthew, president,
and his brother Mark, vice president and production manager,
oversee the business.

“We started with our first office in Climax, but as our
business grew, we expanded into Kalamazoo,” Lyster says.

CertainTeed and Mastic Home Exteriors brands are
available at their showroom, too. CertainTeed has digital tools to
help homeowners see what their choices could look like on their
homes before buying.

“Vinyl siding is almost always the customer choice,” Mark
Lyster says. “It's long-lasting, nearly maintenance-free, and
durable in all kinds of weather conditions. And our products
come with a 10-year workmanship warranty and a 25-year
manufacturer’s warranty.”

The CertainTeed brand includes vinyl siding, Cedar
Impressions polymer shakes and shingles that have the
appearance of cedar, and Stone Fagade stone veneers that install
easily as a panelized system.

“People usually know what they want when they come in,”
Lyster says. “It takes about four days on average to install
siding.”

After installation, maintenance usually means little more
than the occasional power wash.

“I power wash my own house every other year,” Lyster
says. “It's what I recommend to keep the siding looking good
and to remove any dirt and mold.”

Power washing can be done by a professional service or by
the homeowner—but if doing the power washing yourself,
work up the pressure gradually to be sure it does not damage
the siding.

Both businesses agree—it can be a tough time to buy any
kind of housing material. Because of a year of businesses closing
or temporary locking down due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
supply has backed up while demand has soared. With that,
prices have taken a steep climb.

“If you are planning on building or remodeling, plan for
longer lead times,” Carley says. “Stock at most businesses is
much lower. Originally, we had a wait of two to four weeks
when ordering siding, but we are now seeing eight-week waits.
That means higher prices, too.”

The business owners expect that it may take up to a year for
that slow-down in lead times and corresponding price rises to
even out once again.

Pennings & Sons has been building character into homes for over 40 years. We are dedicated
to helping people love where they live. We offer superior services for designing, remodeling,
building, and maintaining your home. Call us today to find out what we can do for you! 4

(269) 372-1930 | penningsandsons.com

ENNINGS
i 1I&SONS
BUILDING CHARACTER INTO HOMES
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By Zinta Aistars

COVID-19 changed everything. One of the most profound
changes of the past year and beyond has been how we work—
and where we work.

“People are reassessing their homes as workplaces,
even beyond COVID,” said Kitty Copeland, owner of
KalamazooKitty at 581 Romence Road in Portage. At
KalamazooKitty, she sells quality consignment furniture with
accessories and offers design services. Copeland also stages
homes that are up for sale in the real estate market.

“Many companies, too, are reevaluating employees
working from home,” she said. “It's worked out well for
everyone, productivity is good, so people may continue to work
from home even beyond COVID.”

If anyone feared that employees might be lax with work
obligations without a boss breathing down their necks, that was
not what the past year has shown. Home offices have turned
out to be time-and cost-efficient, both for the employee and the
employer.

WORKING FROM HOME, FOR MANY, IS HERE TO STAY

With that, homeowners have been taking a second look at
their home floor plans. Rooms that see little use are being
reassessed as home offices, but also for other purposes, such as
school rooms.

“Shoppers are coming in looking for multi-purpose
furniture,” Copeland said. “They want dining room tables that
can fold down and be used as desks. Dining room chairs need
to be more comfortable for sitting, not just during meals. They
want ottomans that can be used for storage for school supplies,
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because people with children have had to teach their children
from home.”

Copeland said most often she is seeing dining rooms
become what are called “flex rooms,” rooms that are flexible
enough to be used for multiple purposes.

“I steer people away from using their bedrooms for office
space, because that pile of work there on your desk is going to
keep you awake,” Copeland said. “But spare bedroom:s, if you
have them, can work as do finished basements. Unfinished
basements are too uncomfortable. But dining rooms are usually
best because they are also often near the front entrance, and if
you have clients coming in, you may just need to add French
doors for privacy, some multi-functional pieces, and you're all
set.”

ASKING WHAT IF TO EXPLORE OPTIONS

“ always start with a conversation,” said Marla Bruemmer,
owner and residential designer at Design Evolutions in
Kalamazoo and South Haven. “We discuss the homeowners’
wants and needs for each room, one by one. And then we go
through the what-ifs. What if a parent comes to visit? What if
you work from home? If you work from home, how do you
work?”

Approaching a home already in use, Bruemmer said, is
different than new construction.

“Different animal,” she said. “If you are already living in
the home, we look at how it fits your needs and how we can
work with what is already there. With new construction, we
define functions of spaces you will build. Do you need privacy
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in a certain space? Do you want a view over other rooms? Do
you want your office at front or back of the house? Will you need
a separate entrance?”

Retrofitting a home already lived in, Bruemmer said, can be
as simple as dedicating an alcove in a spare bedroom with a
desk, and switching a bed with a sleep sofa for a flex room that
can be used for guests as well as an office.

“I most often see that those guest bedrooms are no longer
dedicated rooms,” she said. “Guest bedrooms can also be used
as homeschool classrooms or playrooms by adding extra
storage.”

To avoid working overtime, Bruemmer recommends
keeping the home office separate from the living spaces of the
home.

“I've been working from my home for 25 years,” she smiled.
“I know how that is. It's important to know when to turn off the
work hours and leave time for family and relaxation, so
especially with new construction, we plan the office somewhere
tucked away.”

ALL ABOUT STORAGE AND GETTING ORGANIZED

Flex rooms aren’t just for work.

“I'm getting a lot of requests for home gyms,” said Bette
Hall, co-owner with Ron Hall and lead designer at Hall’s
Closets & More, 8675 Portage Road in Portage.

After people finish their workday, Hall said, they want
space for working out. They may also want quiet space for
meditation, for yoga, or perhaps a retreat to the arts and crafts
room or sewing room. It often comes down to storage and
easily made changes that keep a space flexible for multiple uses.

“A home gym can quickly turn into a playroom with the
right storage for kids’ toys, or a place to store yoga mats and
weights,” Hall said. “It can be done with organized storage
space and shelving with doors.”

Another aspect of a home gym, Hall said, can be in the
flooring. Marley floors, made from high-quality vinyl that is
heavy duty and non-slip, are portable floors that can easily be
rolled out across a floor surface.

“They are often used in dance studios, but you can lay them
down for working out,” Hall said. “A portable floor can make a
big difference in a flex room.”

Other easily changeable furnishings can include Murphy
beds, which fold up into a closet space but can be pulled down
again to create a guest bedroom when needed.

“Those bonus rooms often don’t have closets,” Hall said.
“But with the addition of storage units built in, or adding some
drawers, some floating shelves, furniture pieces that can be
tucked and folded away, or even portable Marley floors, those
bonus rooms become multi-purpose flex rooms for today’s

living.”
: ¥
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Get started designing
your dream home today!
Make an appointment
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KAzooO

KAZOO CHIMNEY
& HOME SERVICES

Chimney Cleaning Services - Lawn Sprinkler & Chimney
Sweeping for Kalamazoo & Battle Creek, Ml

We are the premier chimney cleaning service company in Kalamazoo, Battle Creek and throughout
Southwest Michigan. All of our technicians are fully trained and insured. We also repair sprinkler
systems so you can get both services done right by our reliable service technicians. Call us today!

OUR SERVICES

Chimney Cleaning & Inspections Sprinkler Services Dryer Vent Cleaning

Chimney inspection and cleaning is SO
important! The National Fire Protection
Association suggests you have your
chimney inspected once a year to
check for sooty buildups or defects
that would make your chimney unsafe.
If youre a new homeowner it is
important that this be done BEFORE
using the fireplace for the first time.

Whether you need a sprinkler head
replaced, a section of leaking waterline
repaired, a Spring start-up, or a Fall
blow-out and winterization, Kazoo
Chimney & Home Services is here to
help. We are experienced with all
brands of lawn sprinkler systems and
irrigation  system  repairs  and
maintenance, and our prices make us
an amazing value!

Were here to help! Contact us if you'd like an estimate,
set up a service time, or have questions.

Phone: Kalamazoo & Battle Creek (269) 459-1386

contact@kazoochimney.com

www.kazoochimney.com

Clogged dryer vents are the #1 cause
of house fires! When lint builds up in
the dryer or in the exhaust duct it can
start a fire. Our trained technicians will
inspect and thoroughly clean your
dryer vent to prevent potential fires.
And cleaning your dryer vent will make
it run more efficiently, saving up to
$300 ayear.

$20.00 Off

Chimney cleaning
or inspection

if you mention this ad

(Expires December 2022)
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Tour Custom Homes & Remodels
at the 2021Parade of Homes

o) PARADE

of HOME S

August 5-8 & 12-14, 2021

visit HBAParadeofHomes.org

Presenting

HBA
LAKE T e
MICEIGAN

WiE 1_‘Q.(l:)o
S
> September 24-26,2021
- " Kalamazoo County Expo Center « 2900 Lake St.
— i Join us for the ALL NEW Home & Outdoor Lifestyle Expo. This NEW

event promises the same high-quality experience that thousands
have come to expect from the annual spring Home & Garden Expo
and the Home Builders Association of Western Michigan.

| Connect with professionals for inspiration and ideas for your home -
Inside & out! For more information visit

www. HBAFallExpo.com

. advia
Presenting Sponsor credit union
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Building Dreams |
one home at a tlme :

We have been one of the largest builders
by gross volume in Kalamazoo County.
Qur family has been in the business for
over 55 years and constructed over 3,000
| single family homes. Our custom homes are featured in numerous upscale

| Kalamazoo County neighborhoods including: Texas Heights, Huntington

¢ Hills, Orchards, Inverness, Crooked Lake Cove to name a few. Homes range
in price from the mid $200,000's to $600,000 plus.

Todd Roberts
Buildss BUILDERS, INC. HBA

Call Todd Roberts at 217-2096 today

tmrbuilders.com or streamsongcondos.com

Working with these Quality Contractors




