[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Nob Hill Indivisibles,

Here’s some important actions you can take this week!

National actions:

1. Just when we were all focusing on Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation hearing very serious rumors that Trump could fire Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein (i.e., Special Counsel Mueller’s boss) soon.  Late Fri night, at 9pm Eastern, Trump ordered an unauthorized, strategy-free, dangerous strike on Syria.

Although many do not dispute the need for the international community to respond to Syria’s (continued) use of chemical weapons, some are suspect that this strike was in real interest for the safety of the Syrian people. Indeed, the US has only accepted 11 Syrian refugees this year. And strikes put Syrians in greater risk of harm by escalating war and bloodshed. Trump’s message to the Syrian people? Stay there, we’ll bomb you. Come here, we’ll ban you.

Though they don’t always act like it, Congress is a co-equal branch of government that holds tremendous power to check Trump’s recklessness. There are a number of concrete steps that Congress can and should pursue. We think there are better actions than allowing Trump’s one-off missile strikes to continue:

a. Publicly voice support for the ongoing investigation by the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons into the chemical weapons attack
b. Forcefully insist on its sole authority to authorize military force by demanding that Trump come to Congress before any further strikes in Syria
c. Vote NO on any authorization for further force in Syria, based on Trump’s demonstrated recklessness and lack of a full strategy
d. Publicly denounce Trump’s bigoted Muslim and refugee bans that are harming victims of violence in Syria and elsewhere, and call on the Administration to immediately resettle more Syrian refugees
e. Call on the Administration to lead not by military force, but by engaging international partners to seek a diplomatic and political solution to end Syria’s suffering
f. Hold hearings to assess the US government’s own global war operations and the resulting ramped-up civilian body count across the world 

Call our MoCs and tell them to do everything in their power to rein in Trump’s Syrian escalation. Urge the Administration to lead with diplomacy to help the people of Syria. Here’s a call script.

2. Next, take action to stop Trump’s War Cabinet:

While Trump surrounds himself with “his generals” and warmongers like John Bolton, he has two more highly questionable Cabinet nominations coming up for a vote soon in the Senate:

a. Trump has nominated Mike Pompeo to replace Rex Tillerson as Secretary of State. In his hearing with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Thursday, he didn’t rule out a ground war in North Korea and said that Trump has the authority to attack Syria without Congressional approval (he doesn’t). If he’s confirmed as Secretary of State, Pompeo will export Trumpism across the globe. Use this call script to take action now -- the Senate could vote on Pompeo as early as this week.  In particular all NM Sen Udall’s office, he is on this committee!!
b. To replace Pompeo at the CIA, Trump has nominated Gina Haspel, she is largely seen a condoning torture for detainees in a secret CIA-run prison in Thailand during the Bush Administration.. Her committee hearings, and a Senate vote, will likely come after Pompeo’s. But it’s never too early to read our resource and use our call script to let your MoCs know you don’t want a torturer to run the CIA. 

Local Actions:
1. The Bernalillo County Resolutions Committee will be preparing a local platform, with a draft to be completed in early 2019 in advance of the county convention. All county Democrats are asked to submit resolutions that address local issues, here is a link to an on-line form.

2. New Mexico mining officials have allowed mine operators to manipulate the Mining Act to avoid cleanup at the Mt. Taylor Mine. Stand with our allies who are appealing this decision. The Multicultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (MASE) and Amigos Bravos have filed a petition for review by the New Mexico Mining Commission.  Sign the petition telling them  to review the issue and overturn MMD’s decision. 

3. Chaco protection efforts are connected to efforts to protect the water the air of Abq’s our environment. The Greater Chaco Silent Art Auction is May 12, they need art!  If you’d like to donate, or know someone who would, please click here.  The deadline for donatiosn is April 22. 
Events:
1. Tuesday, April 24, 6:30 - 8:30 PM, Congressional District 1 Candidate Forum
Rail Runner Station Meeting Room (Off of Highway 550 at I-25 Bernalillo), Candidates: Pat Davis, Damon Martinez, Deb Haaland, Antoinette Sedillo Lopez, Damian Lara,  and  Paul Moya

2. Tuesday, April 24, 6 - 8 PM, Our environment, our schools, and managing the people's resources in our State. Sponsored by Drinking Liberally Albuquerque
O'Niell's Pub, 4310 Central Ave. SE

3. Wednesday, May 2, 5:30 - 7:30 PM, Progressive Democrats of America Central NM Chapter Meeting, First Unitarian Church, 3701 Carlisle NE

Lastly, a new feature to the newsletter, “the Good News”:
Bi-partisanism is not dead, President Trump signed new anti-sex-trafficking legislation into law on Wednesday. The law, which passed Congress with near unanimous bipartisan support, will give prosecutors stronger tools to go after similar sites in the future and suspend liability protections for internet companies for the content on their sites.

We have two speakers for this Monday’s meeting:
Xochitl Torres-Small candidate for CD2 and Tim Eichenberg for State Treasurer

In solidarity,
Melora and the INH steering committee
