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The Art of Medical Writing

Unraveling the Competencies and Skills Behind High-Quality Documents

In the ever-evolving realm of healthcare and life sciences, the role of medical writers has become
increasingly pivotal. These skilled professionals play a crucial role in translating complex scientific
information into clear, concise, and regulatory-compliant documents. In this blog post, we explore the
competencies of medical writers, and the intricate skills required to consistently deliver high-quality
documents that meet the rigorous standards of the industry.

Competencies of a Medical Writer:
1. Scientific Acumen

A solid foundation in life sciences is the bedrock of medical writing. Medical writers must possess a deep
understanding of complex scientific concepts and be adept at distilling this information for diverse
audiences.

2. Regulatory Knowledge

Regulatory requirements are ever-changing, and medical writers must stay abreast of the latest
guidelines. This ensures that documents align with the expectations of regulatory bodies. The National
Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) underscores the importance of keeping pace with
regulatory expectations in its article on clinical evidence for medical devices [1].

3. Writing Proficiency

Exceptional writing skills are non-negotiable. Medical writers must be able to articulate complex
information in a clear, concise, and engaging manner. This includes a keen eye for detail, grammar, and
adherence to style guides.

4. Adaptability

The ability to adapt to different therapeutic areas, document types, and client needs is a hallmark of a
competent medical writer. Flexibility and versatility are key in this dynamic field.

5. Project Management

Managing multiple projects with varying timelines and priorities requires effective project management
skills. Medical writers must be organized, deadline-driven, and able to coordinate with cross-functional
teams.



There is a specific complex of skills medical writers must have to deliver high-quality documents. The
top four skills include:

Systematic Literature Review

Conducting a comprehensive literature review is an integral part of medical writing and makes a
significant contribution to the clinical evaluation process [1]. Medical writers must possess the skills to
extract relevant data from diverse sources and synthesize it into a coherent narrative.

Data Analysis

Proficiency in data analysis is crucial for interpreting study results and presenting them accurately.
Medical writers need to be adept at working with statistical data and translating findings into meaningful
insights.

Understanding Clinical Trial Protocols

In-depth knowledge of clinical trial protocols is essential for creating documents that align with study
objectives. This includes a nuanced understanding of study design, endpoints, and statistical
considerations.

Critical Thinking

Medical writers must possess strong critical thinking skills to evaluate scientific information critically,
identify gaps, and address potential challenges in the documentation process.

Becoming a competent medical writer requires a unique blend of scientific expertise, regulatory
awareness, and exceptional writing skills. As your trusted partner in medical writing and clinical research,
we pride ourselves on our team's competencies and the ability to deliver high-quality documents that
stand up to the scrutiny of regulatory bodies, and our skilled medical writers will contribute to your
project's success.

Reference:

[1] "Clinical Evidence for Medical Devices: Regulatory Expectations." Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3149406/

Elizabeth Weathers
PhD, RN, RGN, FAAN
CEO & Founder of ECNE Research

eweathers@ecneresearch.com
www.ecneresearch.com



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3149406/

