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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
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Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
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OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2018[image: ]

Our donation box is over- flowing so we will hold a big box packing party on Wednesday, Oct. 31st at 10:00 am. Come help send some love to a child!! Or there are boxes available to pack your own. If you take a box, they are due back by Monday November 12th!! As always, donations of money are welcome to help cover the cost of shipping. Thank you and God bless.               
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ November – John Spencer
December – Rose LaPointe
	January – Greg Vieau


Last year, the Nelson Thompson family hosted the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. This year, they will be in Florida. We are looking for some people willing to head the Dinner. We have a template of what is needed. Contact the office if you are interested.[image: ]
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Men’s Breakfast is back to two meetings a month on the first and third Thursday of the month.  They meet on November 1st  and 15th  at 8:00 a.m. Come, bring a friend and join in for food and fellowship!
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The Food Pantry opens for the 2018-2019 season on Wed., November 7th from 10:00am till noon and will operate 10-11am thru the winter. Donations can be dropped off at the church M-F from 9am – 2pm. Cash donations can be made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry. Also accepting donations of winter coats and boots.
 It’s November, but you knew that. I’ve been wondering what to write about and was thinking thankfulness would be an appropriate tropic. Then I began reading a new book by Max Lucado and was inspired to write about Hope. Especially Hope gained by claiming God’s promises. Max said that there are 7,487 promises in the bible. Wow, that is a lot of promises! You would think that God must love us a whole lot. Then why do we not see God’s hand working in our life at times?Mike’s Musings
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\Holidays\Mike Canales.jpg]

     I know for me, God is ever present. His words give me comfort, but I have to be in His word. How can I know His promises except I look for them. Listen to a few I can list to help you find them,
     He promises to never change in James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” God gives us perfect gifts and he never changes. If that isn’t something to be thankful for I don’t know what is. Or that He is faithful. In Hebrews 10:23 (NLT) “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.” There are many things we can’t trust but God isn’t one of them. How about the fact that God is strong. He does not over promise and under deliver.  Romans 4:21 (NLT) “He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises.” Max said in his book, “A hippo cannot fly, a butterfly cannot eat a bowl of spaghetti. You cannot sleep on a cloud, and God can not lie.” Titus 1:2 (NLT) “This truth gives them confidence that they have eternal life, which God—who does not lie—promised them before the world began.” 
     I can tell you this if you want to see God working in your life. Go to his word and start claiming the 7,487 promises in the bible. I can guarantee your life will be forever changed.  And by the way not forgetting that this month has Thanksgiving in it be grateful you have a God who loves you so much he gave you 7,487 promises to tide you over until Jesus returns.


Snowbirds – Please let the church know if you are leaving for the winter months. Returned newsletters cost money!
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There will be a simulcast where people can gather for worship, praise and inspiration by registering for the 2018 Unashamed!  Global Gathering, Saturday, November 3, 2018 at Church of the Straits.

To register to take part, go to
https://wesleyancovenant.org/gg18-sites/#1533676098103-d340d543-0ef9

We are: 
Not Ashamed of Christ & His Claims
Not Ashamed of the Scriptures
Not Ashamed of the Gospel
Not Ashamed in the Midst of a Postmodern World
Not Ashamed to Preach Scriptural Holiness
Not Ashamed of the Next Methodism

[image: ]

All Women of the Church!
Join the Willing Workers on the 3rd Thursday of each month for a short meeting, followed by lunch out together!

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\seniors_10503c.jpg]

Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.

[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Senior Chair Yoga resumes on Tuesday, November 6th at 10:00 am. Deb Downing will lead the class for balance, range of motion, and breathing through yoga. Wear comfortable clothes and bring water. Men, women, all are welcome!  ??’s - call Deb at 231-818-1204. 


Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour on Saturday night, November 3rd! You don’t want to miss Church on Sunday![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/cl/clock_17960c.jpg]





If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ______________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

GIVEN BY: ___________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $11.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Friday December 7th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to Church of the Straits. 
Church of the Straits,
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 
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COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  SERVICE together with St. Anthony’s Catholic Church will be Tuesday, November 20th at 7 pm. The service will be held at Church of the Straits. Please join us for this special worship tradition.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\thank61c.jpg]


Hanging of the Greens will follow worship Sunday, November 25th. A light lunch will be served to all the workers. Plan to stay and dress the church for Christmas![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/g/gr/greens8c.jpg]



“Variety’s the very spice of life that gives 
it all its flavor.”    ~William Cowper
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I am going to let you in on a little secret?  I love watching sports on television!  Ha! Ha!  Now anyone who knows me knows that this is not a little-known secret.  Why?   Because I talk about my favorite teams all the time and my conversations are often peppered by that kind of subject matter.   I often use illustrations from the pulpit that allude to something in sports as well.  I ask forgiveness from those who think that is done too often.

I wonder how many people outside of the church know that I love Jesus and that I am a Christian?  Do I flavor my conversations with passion about my life in Christ and do I defend when I believe God’s name and holiness has been challenged in some way?  Does my moral character line up with God’s holy standard?  Do I forgive as he forgave me?  Do I extend mercy as mercy has been given to me?  That is a good question and one that at times I am a bit embarrassed by!

Why is it so easy to talk sports and so hard sometimes to talk about our faith?  Perhaps some of it relates to a hostile environment to Christianity in some circles, or a desire to be liked and sometimes a conversation about our faith can turn people off.  Maybe its because we may know a lot about one topic (sports) and we don’t feel nearly as adequate with the other topic (God).  We also know that some people just look at Christianity as foolishness.  1 Cor. 1:23 says, “but we preach Christ crucified; a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

I think we might be surprised by how comfortable the people to whom we speak to about our faith would be if we first built a loving relationship with them.  If they could witness to the fact that we have something special and that it bleeds over into the way we live our lives day to day.  If they could see that we are not about ourselves but that we have invested in their lives and care about their issues, hurts and joys then they become not only willing but interested in knowing what makes us tick.

If people know we care and love then they are willing to both share and listen.  They know that we won’t be judgmental but loving in our conversation.  They know that advice offered is meant to heal not hurt!  They know that our relationship with Jesus is real and offered as an alternative to what presently informs their life.   

Would this kind of approach make it easier for you to open up about your faith to a person that doesn’t know about your faith?  Ask God to give you people to invest your life in so that you can also offer “life in Christ.”  

You are indeed loved,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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Enjoy searching for seasonal
aspects of God’s creation!
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What you need:

 Family members and
friends, divided into
groups if desired

* Maps of local areas

e Lists of fall-related items
(one per person or group)

* Digital cameras or
smartphones

e Prizes

What you do:

1. Hand out maps and lists
of items (scarecrow, pump-
kin, red leaf, squirrel, apple
tree, pine cone, acorn, bug,
bird, sunflower, etc.)

2. Instruct participants
to walk through their
assigned area, find and
take photos of the items,
and report back at a
specific time.

3. When everyone returns,
share your photos. Award
prizes for the most items
found, the most unusual
item and so on.
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BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Nov 2 Ryleigh Crabtree Nov 10 Don & Jan Hawver

Nov 4 Cathy Brey Nov 15 Nancy Hinsman

Nov 8 Liz Limberg Nov 18 Brandyn Clemens

Nov 9 Arial Durant Nov 19 Shirley Schneider

Nov 9 Ayden Crabtree Nov 21 Greg Stanley

Nov 10 Weston Martin Nov 22 Vincent Mannarino

Nov 11 Sue Kohs Nov 23 Loretta Martinek

Nov 13 Kathy Heilman Nov 26 Marilyn Cole

Nov 13 Florence Tracy Nov 27 Colleen Durant

Nov 13 Jennifer O'Brien Nov 28 Katie Strittmatter

Nov 13 David Skeels Nov 28 Nan Keck

Nov 14 Todd Williams
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