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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Janet Schaefer
	Financial Secretary   	Jean Hunt
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  










Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.
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Bible Quiz Answer: A and C (See Luke 2:1-2.)
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ITALIAN DINNER
Sponsored by Audie’s to benefit the
Church of the Straits Community Food Pantry
Saturday, December 1st 
                              from 4-7 p.m.
Adults - $10.00    Children 5-11 - $6.00
Tickets available from Rose LaPointe, Jean Hunt or any of the Food Pantry Staff.
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   Our New Youth Director![image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\VWB.jpg]

Hi,  
     I would like to thank everyone for a warm welcome, and introduce myself. 
     I am Vicki Wagonis-Bryers, new Youth Director at COTS. 
     I am married to a wonderful man, Steve Bryers, and we have 4 daughters and 3 grandchildren.  
     I am not a traditional Methodist or Presbyterian but a lover of Jesus as my personal savior.
     I was raised a very strict Catholic, became a non denominational Christian (Born Again), raised my daughters in a Lutheran Church and just want a church that loves God, follows the bible, and feels like a family, well I found that here at Church of the Straits.
     I have lots of heart for our youth and lots of positive energy to introduce a youth program and get it started for all of us. 
     I prayed for guidance when I felt the nudge from God to apply for the Director position.  "Are you sure Lord??"  "They wouldn't want someone younger??"  You are young, and young at heart, the Lord replied 😃 So here I am, ready to build our youth Program from the ground up.  
     Please keep me and our youth in your prayers 😇  and look for my calls, it takes a village to raise the family!  Thank you for this opportunity.  
God Bless you all!             Vicki Wagonis-Bryers


“The world is round so that friendship may encircle it.”
                              ~Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
Small Packages, Great Things[image: See the source image]

     The motto for Hershey’s Kisses used to be “Big things come in small packages!” That also could be a motto for Bethlehem, for Baby Jesus and, indeed, for us. It’s an important message to remember when we fear we’re too weak to fix the world’s problems, too small to fight the gigantic terror that threatens a loved one or too lacking in abilities we see in others. 
     “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,” God declares through the prophet Micah (5:2, NRSV), “from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel.” Bethlehem was a mere village. God’s ruler for Israel started as an infant. His birthplace was a small stable, not a palace or temple. But size isn’t everything. Big — that is, great — things can come in small packages. And thanks to the tiny baby who grew up to share immeasurably huge love with the world, God can do great things through you, too!
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Many Happy Returns
Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.

And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.


Bible Quiz


When Jesus was born, which two earthly rulers were in power? 
A. Quirinius 
B. Pontius Pilate 
C. Caesar Augustus 
D. King Herod
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    Operation Shoe Box [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\IMG_0504.jpg]

This year, thanks to all who brought in items for the shoeboxes, we were able to pack 50 boxes! All together, we were able to bless 53 children with the Good News of Jesus Christ! The 50 boxes we packed have special labels on them, so watch future newsletters to see where in the world they end up! Continue to pray for the children who will receive the boxes. Thank you and God bless.    
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve at coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ December – Rose LaPointe
	January – Greg Vieau
February – Rob Strittmatter
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If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ________________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

GIVEN BY: ___________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $11.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Friday December 7th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to Church of the Straits. 
Church of the Straits,
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 




























     December is the month we celebrate the birth of our Savior. As I think about this I see Jesus coming into the world a helpless child. He had the same frailty of being dependent on his parents as we did.  Yet he over came this and then died to save the world.  In John 3:16-18 we read, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”Mike’s Musings
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     When I read this familiar scripture I am compelled to think of what it means. Jesus did not come to condemn, but then it goes on to say that people who don’t believe in Jesus are already condemned. 
     I don’t want to see anyone die and go to hell, but God’s word said that those who don’t believe are already condemned. So what can you and I do about this? 
     We are compelled in Matthew 28:19-20 it says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Jesus didn’t ask you to tell others he commanded you. 
     As you celebrate with your family and friends please remember the reason for the season and tell others about what Jesus has already done for them. May the season bring Joy and Peace to you and yours. Remember Jesus came to save and he expects you to spread the word.

Vulnerable Love
God throws open the door of this world – and enters as a baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Because he wants unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever had a god that wanted such intimacy with us that he came with such vulnerability to us? What God ever came so tender we could touch him? So fragile that we could break him? So vulnerable that his bare, beating heart could be hurt? Only the One who loves you to death.   
                              ~Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift









Thank you so very much for your generous gift for Pastor Appreciation Month. You all are loved so much and Lisa and I are so blessed to have you. We honestly feel we receive so much more from you than you receive from us. Thank you for the privilege of serving as your pastor family. Love you![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/h/he/heart_14622c.jpg]



If you are looking for a way to share Love through Advent Season, shy not put aside a few can goods each week for the Community Food Pantry. The last Sunday in Advent, bring them to the church with you. The Pantry Staff are so grateful for all of your support. We thank you, those in need thank you and God thanks you![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/f/fo/food_1129c.jpg]
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     Our Annual Christmas Potluck, 
will be held Sunday, December 16th following worship. Bring your own table service and a favorite holiday dish to pass   Everyone is welcome!
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The Annual Community Christmas
Cantata “The Glory of Christmas” 
will be held Sunday, December 9th 
at 2:00 p.m. at St. Anthony’s. The 
Little Traverse Youth Choir will join 
them this year as a special treat! A 
free-will offering will be taken to 
benefit the 2019 Cantata and the COS Community Area Food Pantry. This is the 36th Annual Ecumenical Community Sing. It wouldn’t be Christmas in Mackinaw City without this long-standing tradition!


“Beautiful music … is one of the most magnificent and delightful presents 
God has given us.”
~ Martin Luther
Pastor Dave & Lisa 
invite you to their
Annual Parsonage Open House
307 E. Jamet
Saturday, December 8th
from 6 – 8 p.m.
Dessert will be served!
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The Finance Committee is writing the church budget for 2019. They're placing their trust in God and believing in our members and friends to support the church's ministry. Let us show our faithfulness with good stewardship through our time, talents and treasures. It’s not too late to send in your pledge if you have not done so!


Please note – there will be NO Sunday School or Disciple III classes on December 23rd or December 30th . Both resume on Sunday January 6th. Enjoy the holidays![bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bo/boy_14811ac.jpg]
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“Once we have seen [Jesus] in a      stable, we can never be sure where he will appear or to what lengths he will go or to what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation he will descend in his wild pursuit of men.”   
                          ~Frederick Buechner


























































Dear Church of the Straits Family,                                                      December 2018         


It’s hard to believe this is our 13th Christmas in Mackinaw City. A lot has happened in that time. Our kids all graduated, they all got married, we are grandparents and we have been able to share that with all of you. We are so blessed to have you as our family. You will never know how much we love and appreciate ya’ll. We’ve all been through times of celebration, times of sorrow, times of uncertainty, and times of growth. It’s such a gift to be a part of a loving church family where we can be there to support and love each other in the worst times and the best times and those times in between.

Another Christmas will soon be upon us. Let’s celebrate that wonderful gift of Jesus and reflect on His life and the AWESOME life we have in Him. As we enter into 2019 may the roots we have at COS branch out into our community to reach the people that need the JOY of Jesus in their lives.


We love you and pray that you all have a Merry Christmas
and a wonderful 2019.

Hugs,
    
Pastor Dave and Lisa
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From Our Home to Yours –Merry Christmas
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Make this fun decoration as a
reminder of the joy Jesus brings.

What you need:
e Pencil
 Poster board
e Scissors

* Craft pompoms (red,

white, green, silver, gold)

e Glue

What you do:

1. Trace large capital block
letters J, O and Y on the
poster board.

2. Cut out the letters.

3. Glue pompoms on one
side of each letter,
completely covering it.

4. Share JOY by displaying

the letters in your home.
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In Luke 2:10, the angels share good news
that continues to bring great joy today.

Directions: Circle all the complete small “joy” words — forward only.
Count the total. Bonus: See if you can find “Jesus” amid all the joy!
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Enjoy searching for seasonal
aspects of God’s creation!
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What you need:

 Family members and
friends, divided into
groups if desired

* Maps of local areas

e Lists of fall-related items
(one per person or group)

* Digital cameras or
smartphones

e Prizes

What you do:

1. Hand out maps and lists
of items (scarecrow, pump-
kin, red leaf, squirrel, apple
tree, pine cone, acorn, bug,
bird, sunflower, etc.)

2. Instruct participants
to walk through their
assigned area, find and
take photos of the items,
and report back at a
specific time.

3. When everyone returns,
share your photos. Award
prizes for the most items
found, the most unusual
item and so on.
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SATURDAY

Men's Group 9am

Audie's Food

Pantry Benefit

4-7pm

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 1

Communion   Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Sr Yoga 10am Men's Brkfst 8am Poinsettia Orders

Prayer Meeting 5pm Due!

Disciple III  6pm PPRC 6:30 pm

2 3 4 5 6 7 6-8pm    

     8

Cantata 2pm St. Anthony's

Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Sr Yoga 10am

Prayer Meeting 5pm

Disciple III  6pm

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Kate's Kids Men's Group 9am

Annual Potluck Wmns Bible Study 3pm Sr Yoga 10am Men's Brkfst 8am

AA 3pm Willing Workers 10am

Prayer Meeting 5pm

Disciple III 6pm    

16

17 18 19 20 21 22

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm

Candlelight Service

7:00 PM

23 24 25 26 27

28

29

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

AA 3pm

 

30 31

BIRTHDAYS:

ANNIVERSARIES:

Dec 1 Teri Bell Dec 19 Emily Hinsman Dec 1 Nelson & Denise Thompson

Dec 2 Julie Burnett Dec 21 Lana Qualey Dec 5 Chuck & Ginny Brew 

Dec 3 Roy Cole Dec 22 Pastor Dave Dec 16 Nelson & Rose LaPointe

Dec 4 Nicole Laninga Dec 22 Rose LaPointe Dec 18 Bill & Danna Marvin

Dec 7  Todd Janeczek Dec 22 Suzanne Darrow Dec 18 Spencer & Sue Austin

Dec 7  Hank Hinsman Dec 26 Debbie Moore Dec 29 Walt & Betsy Naumer

Dec 9 Sue Spencer Dec 26 George Karll

Dec 10 Betty Strieby Dec 28 Ann Hayes

Dec 11 Alex Clemens Dec 29 Ron Gwilt

Dec 13 Ron McClue Dec 30 Stephen Heilman

Dec 14 Ginger Mannarino Dec 30 Meghan (Downing) Hoffman

Dec 14 Patty Curth

Dec 18 Naomi Gomez
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