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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2019
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Last year we collected items throughout the year and that seemed to work well, as we were able to fill 50 shoe boxes. Collectively, we sent out 53 boxes  =  53 children’s lives will be changed because of your generosity! Our boxes were send to Madagascar and Rwanda this year. So let’s keep the momentum going and continue gathering items each month. Then when you go shopping, perhaps you can pick up an item or two and place them in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have another ‘BIG’ packing party. Remember, the monthly item is only a suggestion – if you see something on sale that you think a child would love, that’s fine!
January is hats, gloves, scarves!
“The best thing I got in my shoebox was the hat, gloves, and scarf. I’ve worn them for a long time and like them very much.”
–Marina, Moldova
Call me if you have any questions. 
Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill


Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_11117c.jpg]

→January – Greg Vieau
February – Rob Strittmatter
March – Sue Kohs
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.


“Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments of someone’s life. Be the light that helps others see.”
~ Roy T. Bennett
     I hope your holidays were joyful. For me the holidays bring family together. Family means everything to me. I grew up with my Grandfather living in our home. He always seemed like a giant to me he was 6’2”, but as I think back on what I remember most, he had a strength that poured out of him. He wasn’t a church going man and yet in talking with him I always felt he and God had something going on. He taught me to be a strong man and stand by what I believed true.Mike’s Musings
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     In thinking what truth I can pass on for the New Year this verse jumped out at me. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23) Now I’m not sure what trials or troubles you have going on in your life today, but as you meditate on this scripture realize the truth; that God can be trusted to keep his promises.  Here are a few promises I’m standing on, Jeremiah 29:12 says, “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” Deuteronomy 31:8 NLT which says, “Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord will personally go ahead of you. He will be with you; he will neither fail you nor abandon you.” Also I can’t forget Joshua 1:9 NLT that says, “This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
     Sometimes we forget the promises that God has made when things get rough, but I can assure you God never forgets, and he made these promises to you. The truth is he will follow through with his promises; even if we forget them. I encourage you like my Grandfather encouraged me to stand strong in what you know is truth, and if you look at all promises God has made I’m sure there is one that fits your needs. 
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The Board of Governors has approved new membership for the following:
Vicki Wagonis-Bryers
Erin Masters
Connie Ware
Mike Ware


The Annual Congregational [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\report_10903c.jpg]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 27th following worship. Rev. Scott Harmon, the UMC Northern Skies District Superintendent will be here and hopefully a representative from the ECO Presbytery. Lunch will be served after the meeting. 
**PPRC will meet with Rev. Scott Harmon that morning at 9:30 am.
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Adults, please join us for an evening of games, fellowship and fun, Thursday, January 17th  from 6:30-8:30ish. Snacks will be provided. Feel free to invite all your friends to join in!
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Have a Heart for 
Our Youth?
Attend an information meeting in January. Erin Iafrate, Young Life, Grand Traverse Area Director will be here. We will explain our direction and plan to reach our youth for Christ. Please attend meeting:
Tuesday, January 29th, 6pm-8pm. Food provided.
                                                 Thanks!  Vicki
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2019 Offering Envelopes are out on the table in Fellowship Hall. If you want envelopes and don’t see any with your name on them, let Jean Hunt know!
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Ruth Morse, who passed away November 28, 2018
Betty Teysen, who passed away December 17, 2018
 
“A New Year’s resolution is something that goes     
    in one year and out the other.”    ~Unknown
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Christmas Poinsettias Given in Memory of:
Martin Birk and Rick Birk by Laurel & Duane Birk 
     and Family
Andrew J. Hawver by Pa & Gram (Don and Jan 
     Hawver)
Lloyd and Louise Stanley, George and Elaine 
     Russell by Greg and Mary Stanley
Tom Limberg by Elizabeth Limberg, Marjorie, Carl 
     & Madison Censoni, Susan & Mick Homan, 
     Mary, Dakota & Bronx Limberg
Dick Moehl, Mike Moehl, Tom Moehl by Margaret 
     Moehl
My mother Beverly Miller, mom & dad Bennett 
     Ruth and Clinton Bennett by the Bennett Family
Archie M. Falor by Donna Falor & Family
Gertrude & Mary Middlebush, Paul & Georganna 
     Spayde by Dick and Jane Spayde
Norris & Sophie Coffman, Elsie LaPointe, Nita 
     Bonter, Linda Charboneau, Bob Heilman by 
     Rose & Nelson LaPointe
Bob Maiville, Phil Maiville by Rox, Carl & Ozzie 
     Strieby
Donnie Bell, Maxine & Don Bell, Grandma Violet 
     by Teri Bell
Bill Bennett, Fran & Ole Sarto by Andrea Sarto
Vern Clemens, Carolyn Kohs by Todd & Sue Kohs
Our mothers, Gladys Wagonis & Helen Bryers, my
   daughter Shawn Michelle by Vicki & Steve Bryers
Husband and Mom, the wonderful loving and caring 
     people they were and in honor of my precious 
     Jesus Christ by Barbara Parker
Richard and Gordy by Carol Fischer
Merry Christmas, Hugh love, Marianne
Dad (Hugh Murray) by Kids and Grandkids

And in Honor of:
Nancy, Dick and Ric Campbell by Rox, Carl & 
     Ozzie Strieby
Judy and Jim Churchill by Greg and Mary Stanley
Angels watching over us by Rev. Ed and Joyce 
     Weiss
My father David Miller by The Bennett Family
Our grandchildren:  Allie, Sarah, Perri, Emmy and 
     Frannie by Dick and Jane Spay
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Happy New Year to you all!  That statement doesn’t always ring true to some people because of what has transpired in their life in the previous year.  Merry Christmas doesn’t seem so merry when you just lost a loved one or are struggling to keep a marriage together.  What I am getting at is the reality of life.  

“Life isn’t fair!  There, I said it!”  You may find yourself on the plus or minus side of that statement.  At other points in your life you may be on the opposite side of that statement.  Since people who aren’t struggling don’t need the encouragement right now (but may in the future) I want to address those who are presently or recently burdened by life as being a little unfair.  

The Psalmist in the Psalm 73 addressed this very issue.  He found himself on the unfair side of life and struggled with it.  He starts the Psalm by stating “Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.   For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”  He goes on from there to recount how he is trying so hard to live like God wants him to live and yet he is struggling.  On the other hand, he notices those who have no regard for God living it up and mocking God and suffering no ill effects from it all.   

He asks why?  Why do I suffer for doing good and they live a life of plenty and even deny there is a God?  We ask the same questions don’t we?  We think the same thing and yet we feel we would be unspiritual to announce it!  Later in the Psalm the writer says, “If I had said, ‘I will speak thus,’ I would have betrayed this generation of your children.”  He recognized he had a role in sharing the truth to those who observed him living his life and the truth is “things aren’t always as they seem to be!”  

Yes life gets real, real tough sometimes but for the believer in Jesus Christ we know that there will be an end to suffering for us some day and that there is an eternity with Jesus to look forward to.  The Psalmist realized this (although the Messiah had not yet been revealed) in verse 16-17 when he says “I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their destiny.”  He understood that justice will come, that we have to answer to someone for our deeds, that without God’s redemptive plan for us who trust in him we are doomed by our own sin.  

He ends the Psalm on a higher note realizing that although life is not fair, God makes it right in the end.  God is a just God and if we would trust him and his plan then we also will prevail under the mercy, grace and love of God in Christ Jesus.  Thank you for salvation, O God!  Folks, we can make it through anything because of the love of God, Amen!

Love you all,[image: ]




Pastor Dave  
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A fresh slet

Baptism is a blessing because it changes us and gives us hope.

Directions: Write the boxed letters in the squares below. Then unscramble
those letters to form two words that complete the Bible verse and represent
the gift of baptism.

A A A A A A A
We were therefpre buried with him
through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father,
we too may live a

Romans 6:4, NIV
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Pantry 10-11am

1 2 3 4 5

Communion   Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Missions 10am Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm Wms Bible Study 3pm

Disciple III 6pm

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am Willing Workers 10am

Prayer Group 5pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Pinecrest 2pm

Disciple III 6pm Game Night 6:30pm

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Kate's Kids Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Evangelism 10am

Disciple III 6pm BOG 7pm

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Annual Meeting

AA 3pm Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Youth Information

Disciple III 6pm Meeting 6pm

27 28 29 30 31  

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Jan 2 Marita Archer Jan 18 Jourdan Watson Jan 1 Tim & Elizabeth Zabik

Jan 5 Nathan Bennett Jan 18 Darlene Krueger

Jan 6 Bob Benefiel Jan 19 Rob Most

Jan 6 Mike Karll Jan 22 Kristi Laninga

Jan 7 Brooke Schaefer Jan 22 Jamey Jutson

Jan 7 Mary Ann Moore Jan 23 Lee Hall

Jan 8 Aiden Walugembe Jan 23 Noah Morse

Jan 10 Katie Darrow Jan 24 Jeff Hingston

Jan 13 Laura Janeczek Jan 25 Dan Durant

Jan 13 Jan Hawver Jan 25 Kellie Downing

Jan 15 Dorothy Darrow Jan 31 Elizabeth Zabik

Jan 16 Janet Olt

Jan 16 Justin Barber

Winterfest Mackinaw City
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