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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Janet Schaefer
	Financial Secretary   	Jean Hunt
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2019
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     Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items throughout the year. Below is a suggested item for the month. 
     There is a collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have a ‘BIG’ packing party. The monthly item is only a suggestion – anything on sale that you think a child would love, is fine!
February is accessories: sunglasses, 
watches, jewelry, necklaces, hair ties, etc…
     “I was always late because I lacked a watch. Opening my shoebox gift, I found one. Now I am always on time for school.”–Niyonkuru, Burundi
     “I am so happy! I cannot believe that someone from a different country would send me a gift of exactly what I like: rings and hairbows. I will keep going to church.”
               –Vanessa, Colombia

Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ February – Rob Strittmatter
March – Sue Kohs
April – John Spencer
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.
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Adult Game Night, Thursday February 21st  from 6:30-8:30ish. Snacks provided. Join us for Games, Fellowhip & Fun! Bring a friend or two.
     I’m retired. Not because I want to be, but because my health issues make it hard for me to work without being in pain. I’ve struggled with this place in my life because I feel like I’m less of a man and have little value. You see I was raised with the idea that it is a man’s duty to provide for his family. Thus my self-worth felt under attack because my value I thought was based on what I could do or provide. I’m not alone in devaluing human life. I read that 42 million humans were aborted throughout the world in 2018. If that doesn’t alarm you then you may want to quit reading now. Another alarming statistic is in 2016 according to CDC nearly 45,000 Americans age 10 or older died by suicide, and the statistics keep going up year after year. It is at epidemic proportion in our society today and I think it is because many feel they have little or no value. We have become a throwaway society.Mike’s Musings
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     So how do you determine value? Most determine it by what you pay for it. A near perfect 1 carat diamond cost between $7,920 and $105,270. In our world diamonds have a lot of value, but now I want you to think about what a human life is worth?  As always I get my truth from God’s word so I want to share a few verses that help answer that question for me. Matthew 6:26 says, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” God thought we were so valuable that he sent his son to die in our place. Now that is a great sum to pay.
     Many in the world don’t know that their creator provided a way for each of them to have life eternal. Many of us know the truth and for some reason neglect to share that truth. I want to challenge you today; if the statistics I’ve shared about abortion and suicide trouble you please go tell someone that they have value because God said so. I believe that there is no better solution to the devalued human condition than the Saving Grace of Jesus Christ. I also pray that God’s grace in your life also guides you to feel the importance to tell others about Jesus. Perhaps it might even save someone’s life. Amen!

If you did not receive a 2018 Giving Statement, and need one, please call Financial Secretary Jean Hunt at 231.818.0496. [image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coins_13847bc.jpg]
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2019 Offering Envelopes are out on the table in Fellowship Hall. If you want envelopes and don’t see any with your name on them, let the office know!
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Nancy Campbell, who passed away January 1, 2019
John Churchill, who passed away January 15, 2019
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Stuck on Repeat?
In Groundhog Day, Bill Murray is doomed to repeat the same day over and over. For Christians, the “sin cycle” is similar: mess up, repent, resolve to do better — and fail yet again, often in the exact same ways. 

That movie is really about grace, contends Mark Lockard. “We fail in small ways … and in tragic ways,” he writes on MinistryMatters.com. “Sometimes I think it would be nice to be able to hit repeat and try again the next day, to aim for perfection, to be the saintly Phil Connors we see at movie’s end. But that takes away the spontaneity of the new day, the challenge of being more Christ-like despite a brand new set of circumstances.” 

On earth, the “chill” of sin keeps biting, but we can “face the stark winter day wrapped warmly in the knowing that it’s okay to get it wrong,” Lockard writes. “That’s part of figuring out who we are as a beloved child of God. That’s what grace is all about.” 
Affectionately Yours[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\allsaints_4329c.jpg]

     St. Valentine, a Roman priest, was martyred in 270 A.D. for loving Jesus. Some sources say he performed weddings after the emperor banned them; others say he rescued Christians from Roman prisons. Two centuries later, the pope declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day. 
     According to legend, the priest signed his letters “Your Valentine.” Later, Christians followed suit to honor him. By the mid-1700s, friends and sweethearts exchanged heart-shaped trinkets or sent handwritten notes of affection on February 14.
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Willing Workers to Host Valentine’s Soup Luncheon on Sunday, February 10th following worship. In appreciation for the wonderful support that the congregation has given us to help reach our goal for new countertops in the kitchen. Bring your Valentine Sweetheart!![image: ]



“Love is like a tennis match; you’ll never win consistently until you learn to serve well.”                        ~ Dan P. Herod
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The older I get the more I laugh at the fact that I am “a creature of habit.”  I don’t like eating supper (or some of you may say dinner) very late in the evening.  I prefer to eat around 5:00pm.  I like to sleep on the right side of the bed because I have done it for years.  My basketball buddies know that because I am a lefty I like to go left when shooting a layup.  I prefer using the same bible I have used for the past 45 years even though I have had it rebound and the pages are starting to come apart again.  

Many, if not almost all of you are similar in the sense that you too have quirks.  Sometimes they make sense because they make life easier or whatever, but sometimes it’s just because it is your habit.  Sometimes when life circumstances change it forces us to alter our habits or change the way we do things.  Sometimes that’s good and sometimes it may not be.  Even though we may have to change it is always good to know that we have the unchanging presence of the ever-loving God with us through all of life’s activities.  

In some of the concluding statements to the book of Hebrews the author says this in 13:5 and following “…God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’  So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?’  Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.  Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  These words come as comfort to me at all points in my life.  While life gets turned upside down and around, Jesus is always there, and he is eternal and unchanging in his love and direction for our lives as believers.  

Getting back to the whole “creatures of habit” scenarios, watch what happens in a church that decides to flip church and Sunday school times!   Or introduce something completely foreign to the worship service!  We laugh, but we know how we are wired.  Our church has been through some changes in the last few years with a new denominational relationship with the ECO Presbyterian Church.  In our United Methodist tradition, we may yet be going through some other changes.  The UMC is having a General Conference meeting (world voting body) to discuss new structures for the church and whether we will hold to the traditional teachings of Scripture or change them.  This is important and I ask that you would pray for this several day meeting the end of February.  It may possibly mean a split in the UMC.  We will see and pray!

I will rest in God’s unchanging grace and all-knowing nature to see where our future lies.  God is good, and we have nothing to worry about in Him.  I love you all even with all your quirks, because I know you still love me with mine!

Your bro,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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A ZESSAC-E OF

Make this valentine for a family
member or friend.

What you need:

e 10 wooden craft sticks

* Painter’s tape

* Markers

* A photo and glue
(optional)

e Craft knife (and adult
help)

e Ribbon or a rubber band

What you do:

1. Set the sticks side by
side. Secure with two
tape strips.

2. Flip the sticks over. Draw
(or glue on) a picture or
write a message or Bible
verse. If using glue, let dry.

3. Flip the sticks again and
remove tape. If you glued
on a photo, have an adult
help cut the sticks (and
photo) apart.

4. Secure the sticks with
ribbon or a rubber band.

5. Deliver the gift and invite
the recipient to assemble
the puzzle.
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The Bible is full of special words from our loving God.

Directions: Using the messages on the candy hearts, complete the Bible
D verses (all NIV) below. é

Godisour
an ever-present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

“Surely | am with you .” Matthew 28:20

Andthe _ of God ... will guard

your hearts and your minds in
. Philippians 4:7

Whoever livesin __ _ livesin God,
and God in them. 1 John 4:16

love drives out fear. 1 John 4:18
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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“Don’t worry. I'm a church pastor. First
little problem, and they’ll find me.”
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Group 9am

  1 2

Communion  

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair  Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group  5pm

Disciple III 6pm PPRC 6:30 pm

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

♥

Valentine Soup Lunch

♥

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair  Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group  5pm

Disciple III 6pm

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Kate's Kids

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair  Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group  5pm Willing Workers 10am

Disciple III 6pm Pinecrest 2pm Game Night 6:30pm

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair  Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group  5pm Evangelism 11am

Disciple III 6pm BOG 7pm

24 25 26 27 28  

BIRTHDAYS:

Feb 2 Royce Ryan Feb 24 Julia Short

Feb 3 Jo Ann Rinehart Feb 24 Samantha Reed

Feb 5 Eliana Walugembe Feb 24 Bill Marvin

Feb 5 Donna Canales Feb 26 Ken McGuire

Feb 7 Dennis Flemming Feb 27 Burkleigh Wallis

Feb 8 Connie Ware Feb 27 Cles Hurlburt

Feb 9 Cody Schaefer

Feb 10 Mary Marquis ANNIVERSARIES:

Feb 13 Merritt Cole Feb 2 Scott & Cheryl Newman

Feb 13 Marilyn Imeson Feb 5 Greg & Kathy Pietrowski

Feb 16 Megan Wallis Feb 15 Bud & Katy Stone

Feb 17 Mary Margaret Cosens Feb 23 Ron & Ann McClue

Feb 17 Wendy Orsini Feb 27 Carl & Roxie Strieby

Feb 21 Mya Curth Feb 29 Charlie & Kathy Heilman
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