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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
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OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2019
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     Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items throughout the year. Below is a suggested item for the month. 
     There is a collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have a ‘BIG’ packing party. The monthly item is only a suggestion – anything on sale that you think a child would love, is fine!
April is stuffed animals!
“When I lifted the lid on my purple plastic shoebox, the first thing I saw was a stuffed dog. I was filled with exuberant joy! I just remember hugging it.”–Yuliya, Central Asia
Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ April – Dan Durant
May – Ross Bell
June – Janet Schaefer
July – Darlene Krueger
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.


Youth Program update:
Yay, a very successful Mackinaw Straits WyldLife Club was held on March 20, 11
youth attended. Games and more games were played!  Sally Bell provided a very
fun icebreaker at the beginning of club. What fun it was to learn many things 
about the kids that they didn’t know about each other. Jane Boyke provided great
food. I want to give a shout out to Kristi Laninga for providing the other games we
played and a special thanks to Ariel Durant, Izzie House, and Greg Pietrowski for
leading the games. We all had fun, youth and adults.  

For April, we will have club meetings on April 10th & 24th, 6pm - 730pm. 

I am looking for more volunteers, if interested, please call me or email me. It takes a village to raise the kids.  
Thank you, Vicki 





	    Spring has sprung! When I think of spring new life comes to mind. The snow melts away, the ground softens, and soon we see signs of new life.  I want to challenge you to have new growth this month. In Romans 6:13 it says, “Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.”Mike’s Musings
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     Just like a seed bursts out of the ground and reaches upward, we too have to go beyond our current position and burst forth in growth. We all have sin that keeps us from going to the next step in our spiritual growth. Whatever that sin is don’t let it keep you from being what God has designed you to be. Many people only come to church on Sunday. Now coming to church is good, but God wants more from us than just a feeding on Sunday. If I wanted to get in better shape and only went to the gym once a week would I get in shape very fast? No, I wouldn’t! 
     So how do we use our whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God? I say we all need to do more. We need to break new ground and do new things. At our church, there are many small groups that you can participate in. If you don’t find one that you feel you want to participate in then form your own. When a plant stops growing it dies. The same can happen to us in our spiritual life if we stop growing. I encourage you to do something new. It could be as easy as deciding to read through the bible in the next year or to join a group and start giving back. Because none of us what to be lazy Christians. Jesus gave his life for us to live don’t waste another day stuck in the ground not growing.  
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Bill Burnett, (Julie’s dad) who passed away February 
     24, 2019 
Fred Thompson, Sr, who passed away February 28,
     2019
Mary Margaret Cosens, who passed away March 
     19, 2019 

*There will be a memorial for Fred Thompson, on  
     June 12th. 
*There will be a memorial for Mary Margaret 
     Cosens in mid June. Details to follow.


Mark Your Calendars!![image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\rabbit_2637c.jpg]

Lunch with the Easter Bunny - for all kids, will be held Saturday, April 13th from 11am to 1pm. Games, crafts, prizes and more….
There will be a “Cake Walk” again this year.  It has been in the past, the highlight of the lunch! If you could bake a good cake, cupcakes, or fancy cookies we could use the donations. 
                           Thank you, Anne Vieau  436-7482


Maundy Thursday Service at Church of the Straits on April 18th at 7:00 pm.


April 19th, Good Friday, services will be held at St. Anthony’s, 1:00 p.m. The Church of the Straits will be open from 3-7 p.m. for prayer and quiet reflection.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/cr/crosses_16862c.jpg]



Easter Breakfast – come for breakfast and fellowship at 9 am on Easter morning. Bring a dish to pass and your table service. There will be no Sunday School for adults or youth on Easter. Sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall or contact Debbie Moore at 436-5141.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/br/breakfast_2652c.jpg]

     I would like to thank you for the outpouring of cards, support, sympathy, and prayers I received during my Dad's passing.  It is truly a privilege to be amongst such loving, caring, and Christ-like believers. [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\thanks_11843c.jpg]

     And a special thank you to Pastor Dave for helping with Dad's service.  I know he was smiling down because "the Kid" helped send him off.
     Thank you all very much for your kindness.
Your Sister in Christ,
Julie Burnett
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Jesus instituted Communion while celebrating the Jewish Passover with his disciples. The meal’s ritual foods hold meaning for Christians, too, because our faith story is interwoven with that of Judaism. 

Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls the Israelites’ hasty departure from oppression in Egypt. Jesus used the Passover bread to symbolize his body, which delivers us from bondage to sin and death. 

Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of the Hebrews and of all who suffer in any time and place. Christians believe that in Jesus, God embraced human suffering so we need never face it alone. 

Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this green, leafy vegetable represents the Hebrews’ rebirth out of sorrow into the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebration of resurrection proclaims a coming day when God “will wipe every tear from [our] eyes [and] there will be no more death” (Revelation 21:4, NIV). 

Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for each Hebrew household meant life for those within. The meat strengthened them for the escape journey, and the blood, swabbed on their doorframe, signaled for Death to “pass over.” Jesus used wine at the Passover meal to symbolize his blood — of the Lamb of God — which he would shed for our salvation. 

Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover, an egg symbolizes memory of the Exodus and renewal of faith. For Christians at Easter, eggs — especially open, empty ones — call to mind Jesus’ empty tomb, renewal and abundant life.Meanings in the Meal




























































If I was to ask a person on the street, “what is so good about Good Friday?”, I wonder what I would hear?  To those of us in the church we can come up with an answer that would make some sense, but what about those who aren’t aware of the events leading up to and culminating in Jesus’ death on a cross.  [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\message_4551c.jpg]


First of all, there are many that have absolutely no clue what is even being celebrated on Good Friday or Easter, for that matter.  The Easter Bunny is celebrated on Easter but what is this Good Friday thing?  It’s two days before the Easter Bunny comes!  We laugh, but that is about as clear as some may get on this subject.

For those who are aware of what happened on Good Friday, their answer to what may be good about that day may interesting to hear.  Some might say that there was nothing good about that day.  Why would anyone celebrate the death of an important person as a good day?  Those Christians must be a bit nuts.  

Good Friday isn’t celebrated by all Christians by that name!  In Germany, for example, the day is called Karfreitag, or “Sorrowful Friday!  That also makes sense because it was a day of great sorrow for the disciples of Jesus who had no clue (even though He had shared with them that this event must take place) why Jesus was dead on a cross.  

So, getting back to why we call it Good Friday!  That horrible Friday was a day we should never forget.  For it was on that day that our sins were placed upon a perfect Savior, Son of God, on a cross at Calvary, to make atonement for our wrongdoing.  This event was not a mistake, it was not organized by man, it was ordained by God himself. (read John 19:10-11)  This may be hard for even some Christians to understand but it is true.  
It is because of this understanding that we can indeed call it Good Friday, for my sins were paid for on the cross by a Savior who loves you and me.  It did not end there for Jesus rose again, having victory over sin and death on that Sunday morning!  It was a Good Friday because Easter sealed the deal.  The devil no longer had power over Jesus.  Death was conquered and now we too are “more than conquerors through him who loves us.” (Romans 8:37)  “The wages of sin was death, but the gift of God was eternal life in Jesus Christ.” (Romans 6:23)

Yes, I will celebrate with all my heart Good Friday.  For I went from death to life on that day he bore my sins.  I am the reason he was nailed to the cross and I humbly bow before him and give eternal thanks and praise.

Thank you Jesus!

I love you and your flock![image: ]
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Pastor Dave  
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Remember God’s special gift of Jesus
by making this craft.

What you need:
* Large piece
of blue paper
* Large bowl
* Pencil
e Scissors
e Paint (green and red)
 Paintbrush
* Wet wipes
* 3 wooden craft sticks

* Craft glue
e Joh
What you do: ?l

1. On the paper, trace
around the bowl. Cut
out the circle.

2. Paint your palms green,
one at a time, and press
them in the circle side by
side. (Clean your hands
with wet wipes.)

3. Dip a finger in red paint
and make a dot on the
center of each handprint.

4. Between the handprints,
glue two sticks end to end
vertically. Glue the third
stick horizontally to make
a Cross.

5. In marker, write the words
of John 3:16 around the
blue circle.
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Jesus gives us

Through his death and resurrection, Jesus
offers the free gift of eternal life.

Directions: Match each clue from Holy Week with the correct image.

If you get stuck, look up the Bible verses.

People spread these on the road for Jesus. (Matthew 21:8) X [}

Mary pours this on Jesus’ feet. (John 12:3) @
Jesus shares this with his disciples. (Matthew 26:26)
This is placed on Jesus’ head. (John 19:2)

SE

£

Soldiers may have used these to compete for
Jesus’ coat. (John 19:23-24)

Jesus carries this himself for a while. (John 19:17)

\%

Marks caused by these help Thomas identify Jesus.
(John 20:25)

While on the cross, Jesus is thirsty and is given this.
(John 19:28-29) ”:

This is rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. (John 20:1)

These are used to prepare Jesus’ body for burial. 4\@/\
(Luke 23:55-56) l\

These remain in the tomb after Jesus rises. (John 20:6-7)
Judas betrays Jesus for this. (Matthew 26:14-15)
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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Outreach to Seniors
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GOOD FRIDAY
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Group 9am

Wmn's Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Men's Brkfst 8am

PPRC 6:30 pm

1 2 3 4 5 6

Communion   Men's Group 9am

Wmn's Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Easter Bunny

AA 3pm Easter Flower WyldLife  Club Lunch 

Prayer Group 5pm Orders Due! 6-7:30pm 11am - 1pm

Disciple III 6pm         

7

8 9 10 11 12 13

  Men's Brkfst 8am Good Friday Men's Group 9am

Wmn's Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Willing Workers 10am Service 1pm

AA 3pm Pinecrest 2pm Maundy Thursday  at St. Anthony's

Prayer Group 5pm Service 7pm

Disciple III 6pm

    14

15 16 17 18 19 20

Happy Easter

Men's Group 9am

Breakfast 9am Wmn's Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am

AA 3pm Evangelism 11am WyldLife  Club

  BOG 7pm 6-7:30pm

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 

AA 3pm Wmn's Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple III 6pm

28 29 30  

BIRTHDAYS:

April 1 Katy Stone April 26 Joan McGowan-Nash

April 4 Rob Strittmatter April 27 Doug Fouty

April 6 Katrina Thompson April 28 Deb Downing

April 8 Kathy Pietrowski April 28 Ron Gwilt

April 9 Jeanne Ryan April 28 Donna Ptashnik

April 10 Matthew Wallis April 29 Sandy Dunn

April 12 Lowell Barnett

April 13 Ken Laninga

April 15 Kayelynn Vieau

ANNIVERSARIES:

April 17 Betsy Naumer April 12 Ron & Laurene Irwin

April 20 Karly Grant April 16 Merritt & Liz Cole

April 22 Roxana Strieby April 30 Dennis & Kim Flemming

April 25 Lisa Wallis

April 26 Alexis Schaefer
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				Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Chair Yoga 10am		Food Pantry 10am		Men's Brkfst 8am



						PPRC 6:30 pm

				1		2		3		4		5		6
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				Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Chair Yoga 10am		Food Pantry 10am						Easter Bunny

		AA 3pm		Easter Flower				WyldLife  Club						Lunch 

		Prayer Group 5pm		Orders Due!				6-7:30pm						11am - 1pm

		Disciple III 6pm         7		8		9		10		11		12		13

		 								Men's Brkfst 8am		Good Friday		Men's Group 9am

				Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Chair Yoga 10am		Food Pantry 10am		Willing Workers 10am		Service 1pm

		AA 3pm				Pinecrest 2pm				Maundy Thursday 		at St. Anthony's

		Prayer Group 5pm								Service 7pm

		Disciple III 6pm    14		15		16		17		18		19		20

		Happy Easter												Men's Group 9am

		Breakfast 9am		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Chair Yoga 10am		Food Pantry 10am

		AA 3pm				Evangelism 11am		WyldLife  Club

		 				BOG 7pm		6-7:30pm

		21		22		23		24		25		26		27

		 

		AA 3pm		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Chair Yoga 10am

		Prayer Group 5pm

		Disciple III 6pm

		28		29		30		 



		BIRTHDAYS:

		April 1		Katy Stone		April 26		Joan McGowan-Nash

		April 4		Rob Strittmatter		April 27		Doug Fouty

		April 6		Katrina Thompson		April 28		Deb Downing

		April 8		Kathy Pietrowski		April 28		Ron Gwilt

		April 9		Jeanne Ryan		April 28		Donna Ptashnik

		April 10		Matthew Wallis		April 29		Sandy Dunn

		April 12		Lowell Barnett

		April 13		Ken Laninga
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		April 20		Karly Grant		April 16		Merritt & Liz Cole

		April 22		Roxana Strieby		April 30		Dennis & Kim Flemming

		April 25		Lisa Wallis

		April 26		Alexis Schaefer
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