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In light of the current Executive Order to self-quarantine, the Easter Bunny Lunch and Maundy Thursday Services have been cancelled. Good Friday and Easter are uncertain at this point. But, Pastor Dave continues to post encouraging messages of hope on Facebook several time a week and on Sundays. Visit our FB page: Church of The Straits. You can also find these videos on our website or under David Wallis on YouTube.  
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When Do You Trust God?
     I have a friend that is not in my close circle of friends, but is still close to my heart. He and I talk every so often, but not regularly. He’s one of those people that will tell me about terrible things that have gone on in his life, but only after he has gone through it on his own. Each time I tell him he should have told me. I would have been there for him. He then proceeds to tell me it was ok he got through it on his own. But, many times it wasn’t ok. He was alone and with no one to talk to. I feel bad and wonder what I can do to be closer to him. Though we are old friends and I love him a lot we just don’t see each other much. Being in relationship with him would fix that, but because I don’t see him much he slips my mind. Mike’s Musings


     On the other hand if I talked things over with him more often I would know what was going on and could be there for him. I’m sure my friend probably doesn’t want to bother me. God of course knows what is going on in our lives. He doesn’t need us to tell him what is going on. For me in my past I didn’t want to trust God with my pain. I thought I could deal with it on my own. It was as if I figured I didn’t want to bother God with my problems. So how bad does it have to get before you trust God with what you have going on in your life? As I’ve said before I don’t know what your pain is, but I know God wants to hear from you about it. In Isaiah 12:2 it says, “Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.” I know God isn’t too busy to hear about what is going on with me and you.
     I’ve been working on having a better relationship with my friend and with God. This is working for me so I want to pass it on to all of you. Be intentional! Make time for those who are important to you. Make time to talk with them. Make time to hear what they have to say. Last, make time to love everyone you come in contact with. God wants us doing this with everyone we meet. But I suggest you practice on those that are in your circle. As you do these things you may see your life changing. God loves you where you are but he isn’t done working on you. Have a blessed month.

At this time, it is unclear whether or not we will be able to hold Easter Service and/or the Easter Breakfast. Please call the church office for updated information. In the mean time, stay safe and know that God’s got this.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/br/breakfast_2652c.jpg]
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Operation Shoe Box
We continue to collect shoebox
items throughout the year.  
The suggested item for April is:
                       Stuffed Animals!!

“When I lifted the lid on my purple plastic shoebox, the first thing I saw was a stuffed dog. I was filled with exuberant joy! I just remember hugging it.”   – Yuliya, Central Asia

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_10973c.jpg]

Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month 
someone is responsible to find people 
to serve coffee hour. Please continue 
to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. 
Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or 
the office.
→ May – Ross Bell	
June – Janet Schaefer
[bookmark: _GoBack]   
A big thank you for all of the prayers, 
cards, phone calls, and gifts from all of 
you, our church family. We hope to be [image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/h/he/heart_19470c.jpg]

back in church by Easter. Thank you again 
for all of the love and kindness.   
                   Love, Cles and Judy
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2009-01-12 Newsletter graphics\Pantry 2.jpg]
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Food Pantry is Still Open! The Church of the Straits Food Pantry has switched to drive-up service every Wednesday until the end of April. Any family in Mackinaw City, Carp Lake or the Levering area that needs food can come to the south parking lot of the church on Wednesdays from 10 - 11 a.m. and receive a bundle of food. There is no sign-in during this modified delivery process. The bags will include a full-line of healthy food including protein. They try to provide meat which can be made available thanks to the new freezer.
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Bible Quiz


Three of the Gospels tell that when Jesus was crucified, darkness covered the earth from noon until three in the afternoon. Which Gospel does not mention this event?

A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John









Answer: D (See Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19.)
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.












* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Who would have thought even a month and a half ago that our Country would be in the situation we are now?  The virus concerns have now hit home and we have to deal with it.  Emotions run the whole gamut, from hysteria and panic, to indifference and “it won’t affect me.”  Both extremes are not good.  In Christ, we have no need to fear, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10.  On the other hand, we should have a heart for all those around us who may have fear or are directly affected by this pandemic as 2 Timothy 1:7 indicates, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/th/thanks36c.jpg]


I really believe that the church of Jesus Christ can really shine during a time a like this.  Remember the verse in Esther 4:14 when Mordecai tells Esther that perhaps she came into power as a queen “for such a time as this.”  I believe the church is in a position to be a light on a hill to the world around us. 
 
It was only two weeks ago that we that we temporarily stopped Sunday 
morning worship and in so doing started to record messages and present them on Facebook.  The upside to doing that is we are reaching far more people now than we ever have before.  People are sharing the posts so that others can hear it.  I have heard from people all over the United States that want to continue to hear messages of encouragement.  Hot diggitty dog!

God is at work and we just need to be available to respond as His instruments of grace and mercy.  Little did I know that the series on evangelism that was going to be concluded the week we closed the building, would be the week we started to reach out to a lost world with the Good News in more powerful ways.  I have seen posts about our faith more than ever before. 

What the devil meant for evil and destruction, God is using to bring about repentance and renewal in faith.  I want to be used by God during these days and I hope you do too.  We can help in so many ways through the food pantry, picking up groceries for our elderly neighbors, calling the lonely, being with your family or spouse in closed quarters to work on relationships and then ultimately be ready to worship corporately again soon!  I can’t wait!

I so love you,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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Jesus ate the Passover meal with his disciples
as a symbol of the new covenant.
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Directions: Use the picture clues to fill in key words from Luke 22:19-20, NIV.
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took the cup, saying, “This ____is the new In my
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blood, which is out for you.”
LUKE 22:19-20, NIV
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Conduct a simple experiment to
illustrate Easter’s meaning.

 White
carnations

e Scissors

* Vase

e Water

* Red food coloring

* Bible

What you do:

1. Cut the carnation stems
(at an angle) to about 8
inches long.

2. Fill the vase halfway with
water. Add 10 drops of
food coloring. (More may
be needed to darken the
water.)

3. Add the cut flowers and
observe what happens to
the petals over time.

4. Discuss how this is like
Jesus’ work on the cross.
Read 1 Peter 2:22-24 (NIV)
and reflect on what his
death means for us.

5. To learn more about this
experiment, research
capillary action.
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Be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is
God'’s will....

| Thessalonians 5: 1618
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 

Pantry 10am    
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      Pantry 10am   Good Friday  1pm??

   

     

 

Prayer Group 6pm     

5
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Kate's Kids  

  Healthy Living 2pm   Pantry 10am  

AA 3pm?? Wms BibleStudy 3pm    

Prayer Group 6pm  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

  

  Healthy Living 2pm   Pantry 10am

AA 3pm?? Wms BibleStudy 3pm  

Prayer Group 6pm BOG 7pm

26 27 28 29 30

 

 

BIRTHDAYS:

April 1 Katy Stone April 26 Joan McGowan-Nash

April 4 Rob Strittmatter April 27 Doug Fouty

April 8 Kathy Pietrowski April 28 Deb Downing

April 9 Jeanne Ryan April 28 Ron Gwilt

April 10 Matthew Wallis April 28 Donna Ptashnik

April 13 Ken Laninga    

April 17 Betsy Naumer

ANNIVERSARIES:

April 22 Roxana Strieby April 12 Ron & Laurene Irwin

April 25 Lisa Wallis April 30 Dennis & Kim Flemming

   

** Please note that many meetings are tentative.

Please call the office if you have any questions.
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