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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurers	       	Janet Schaefer and
				Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.
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Operation Shoe Box [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Mike Canale.jpg]
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Mike’s Musings


[bookmark: _GoBack]This year, thanks to all who brought in items for the shoeboxes, we were able to pack 45 boxes! All together, we were able to bless 78 children with the Good News of Jesus Christ! The 45 boxes we packed have special labels on them, so watch future newsletters to see where in the world they end up! Continue to pray for the children who will receive the boxes. Thank you and God bless.

Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
      → December – Rose LaPointe
      January – Dan Durant[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_10973c.jpg]





If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

GIVEN BY: _________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $11.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Friday December 6th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to Church of the Straits. 
Church of the Straits,
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 
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     I don’t know about you, but I love this time of the year. I love the snow and the vibrant decorations, but most of all I love how people are to one another. The time between Thanksgiving and Christmas is a magical time. People are filled with cheer. They many times are thinking of others above themselves. This is in essence of what Jesus had planned for all of mankind to be. Love one another!
     Unfortunately this time of the year is also for some, the worst time of the year. More suicides happen between Thanksgiving and Christmas than any other time of the year. Besides the isolation that winter brings, some people suffer with the loss of their loved ones, being without, and it may be their first year without their loved ones. In John 13:34-35 Jesus says, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
     I want to challenge each of you to share love with everyone you meet. Jesus commanded this of us that follow him. Someone who is feeling sad and alone may need you to share that love. Who knew you could save a life by just being kind to someone. A smile doesn’t cost anything, but it could mean a lot to someone who is feeling hopeless. God has shown exceeding love for us by sending His son to die for us. Can’t you give some back?   
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Hope’s Solid Foundation
     As he neared death, the atheistic philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre tried – but failed – to resist despair. “I know I shall die in hope,” he wrote. “But that hope needs a foundation.”
     For Christians, that foundation is Jesus, our sure hope amid life’s uncertainties. While Advent is a time of anticipation and waiting, it also represents the fulfillment of Jesus’ promised birth and the certainty of his promised return. Jesus – the hope of nations – says he’s preparing a place for us and coming back for us (see John 14:2-3).
     Because our hope’s foundation is guaranteed “according to the Lord’s word” (1 Thessalonians 4:15, NIV), we don’t have to live like people “who have no hope” (verse 13). Praise God!

Dear Church of the Straits,[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/g/gr/gratitude_8657c.jpg]

      Thank you for the beautiful flowers, your thoughts and prayers at this difficult time. Also, thanks for your great support for David.
                                                            ~ Don Wallis


I wanted to send a heartfelt thank you to our beloved church for the overly generous gift including gift cards, cash and the apple peeler (I really wanted one).  Lisa and I are so blessed to be your pastoral family. We receive far more than we could ever give.  
                                    Love you all!  Dave and Lisa[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\flower_16784c (1).jpg]
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Dear Friends,
Thank you, Church of the Straits, for hosting the All Community Breakfast last Saturday. It was so nice – lots of delicious food and wonderful fellowship. It was fun to see so many folks.             Thank you, Gussie Williams

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pr/prayers_7028c.jpg]

To Our Loving Church Family,
The Cole Family would like to extend our deepest thanks and gratitude to everyone who has reached out to us with condolences; anyone who helped prepare the church and service; those who prepared meals, and the Willing Workers who selflessly give their time and love with a servant’s heart. We also thank God for Pastor Dave, for his council, comfort and all the time he spent with Marilyn Cole and our family during this hard time. We are so blessed for everything you have done for us. May God bless you all!     
        Love in Christ,   The Marilyn Cole Family
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pu/pumpkin_19366c.jpg]

A Huge Thank You to Carl Strieby and the Nelson Thompson Family for hosting the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. As the newsletter goes in the mail before the actual dinner – we know it will be wonderful and appreciated by all!
The Finance Committee is writing the church budget for 2020. They're placing their trust in God and believing in our members and friends to support the church's ministry. Let us show our faithfulness with good stewardship through our time, talents and treasures. It’s not too late to send in your pledge if you have not done so![image: ]
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Hanging of the Greens will commence immediately following worship on Sunday, December 1st. A hotdog lunch will be served to all the workers. Plan to stay and dress the church for Christmas!

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2009-01-12 Newsletter graphics\Advent reader.jpg]

The Season of Advent begins Sunday, December 1st. This year, we invite you to take an Advent Meditation from Great Christian Writers of the Past home with you. They will be available in Fellowship Hall.
Like the shepherds before us, all of us are heading to the manger during the season of Advent, but we are not making this journey alone. We have the voices of many of the faithful followers of Christ ringing in our ears as we draw closer to the newborn Christ. Reflect on the miracle of Christmas toward which we are swiftly moving. Then, like the shepherds, use your voice to spread abroad the Good News of Christ’s Birth!

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\poinset_19719c.jpg]

    Our Annual Church  
     Christmas Potluck, 
will be held on Sunday, December 15th following worship. Bring your own table service and a favorite holiday dish to pass   Everyone is welcome!

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bo/border_13052c.jpg]

At the Greater Mackinaw Chamber of Commerce “Community Excellence Awards” dinner this year, the Straits Area Food Pantry won first place! Jean Hunt was in attendance to accept the award. Below is the letter submitted to the Chamber about our Food Pantry:[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/r/ri/ribbon_17485c.jpg]
1st


The Food Pantry is an amazing example of an active, community focused, non-profit. 

This will be the 9th year that the pantry (which is a partnership of groups) has successfully completed its mission “to reach those in need.” In this seasonal community, it is feast and famine for so many families. Work like crazy all summer and struggle to put groceries on the table, heat the house, and clothe the kids all winter. The pantry is here to help fill that need.
     The goals of the pantry are:
· To relieve some portion of a family’s burden
· To create a community of Christian Belonging for those that visit
· To share the love of Jesus

The pantry is active by weekly providing food, household items, clothing, boots and shoes, kitchen items, books and occasionally pet supplies. If an item isn’t available, they will track it down for the person requesting it. The pantry takes positive actions to meet the current and future demands of hunger in our area.

The pantry is community focused by providing not only food for physical hunger but generous portions of kindness and grace for emotional hunger. They provide coffee and snacks, staff brings in treats. The pantry fills physical and emotional needs with dignity during difficult times.

The pantry is a model non-profit, which is exemplified by its support from other community-based organizations. They receive contributions from St. Anthony’s, the Legion Auxiliary Post 159, Sons of the American Legion, the Lions Club, Audie’s Restaurant, Mystery Town USA, Girl Scouts of America and more.
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Pastor Dave & Lisa 
invite you to their
Annual Parsonage 
Open House
307 E. Jamet
Saturday, December 14th
 Dessert will be served!














6 – 8 pm











As we prepare our hearts and minds this Advent Season, let us remember how blessed we are because of our Lord Jesus Christ.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\cards6c.jpg]

     Starting on Sunday December 1st there will be a large “Christmas Card” in Fellowship Hall. Instead of sending cards to our Church Family here at COS, sign a greeting to them on the large card. Then deposit the money you would have spent on stamps in the box next to it. The money will go to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help the needy of the community with holiday needs. A heartfelt thanks to all. 


Please note – there will be NO Prayer Group, Sunday School or Disciple IV classes on December 22nd or December 29th. Both resume on Sunday January 5th. Enjoy the holidays![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bo/boy_14811ac.jpg]




Exercise for Your Soul[image: ]

    20 Day Challenge
For any of you who were not in church on November 17th, the S.A.R.M. Youth has challenged the COS & St. Anthony’s congregations to do a 20 day challenge. It’s not too late – you can be a part of this and help support the youth!
Nov. 18-27 – Write down one thing you are 
     thankful for
Nov. 28-Dec.7 – Write down one thing you are 
     thankful for and one nice thing you did for 
     someone else.
If you fail to meet your goal for the day, you owe 25¢ challenge money. On Sunday, December 8th, bring your challenge money to church. (Donations or challenge money will be accepted anytime that week) On Saturday December 14th, the youth will be using the money to purchase “Coats for Kids”. They will have a pizza lunch and listen to a member of the Salvation Army talk about helping the needy in our area. The Salvation Army will take the coats and divide them between needy children in both Cheboygan and Emmet Counties.

“'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40 

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/C/Cm/Cmas_14759c.jpg]

Join us Christmas Eve at 
7:00 pm for a Live Nativity and Candlelight Service. Come, hear the story of Jesus’ birth.



“More light than we can learn, more wealth than we can treasure, more love than we can earn, more peace than we can measure, because one Child is born.”
~ Author unknown[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/pe/peace19c.jpg]




Light Shines in the Darkness
     In Nepal, where blindness is prevalent due to underfunded medical care and a lack of eye doctors, ophthalmologist Sanduk Ruit has made it his mission to treat poor people. He’s performed more than 130,000 cataract surgeries to restore sight, sometimes walking for a week with surgical equipment in tow to reach patients. Dr. Ruit also found a way for replacement lenses to be made locally for less than $3 each, rather than buying them internationally for 100 times as much. The physician brings healing to remote villages and celebrates “big eye-opening festivals” with people who “were blind yesterday, and … are seeing today.”[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\lightc_2306.jpg]

     At Christmas, we celebrate the Word of God who came to live among us as Jesus, the light of the world. In countless ways since, God has brought light to those living in literal or figurative darkness.
     We celebrate people, such as Dr. Ruit and the 650 doctors he has trained, whom God uses to cause “light [to shine] in the darkness.” (John 1:5)

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2019-11-19 Taste of Joy\Taste of Joy 001.jpg]

“A Taste of Joy”, the long awaited cookbook, put together by the Church of the Straits Willing Workers, will be available for purchase starting Sunday, December 1st. The Willing Workers will have a table set up in Fellowship Hall. The cookbook is filled with yummy appetizers, casseroles, salads, soups and more from the great cooks right here at Church of the Straits. Perfect for Christmas gifts! The cost of the cookbook is $15.00. Proceeds go to the Willing Workers for their ongoing mission of caring for our church.

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/j/je/jesus_3475bc.jpg]

Perfect As Is
Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.   
                                                      ~Corrie ten Boom
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Make some Christmas
candles to remember
Jesus, the Light of the

world.

Ul

What you need:
e Unlined white notecards
* Hot glue (and adult help)
* Yellow tissue paper
e Mini muffin liners
* Clothespins

What you do:

1. Roll a notecard from side
to side into a “candle”
tube. Secure with glue.

2. Insert a piece of tissue
paper “flame” in one end.

3. Glue the other end to a
muffin liner. Then glue
the liner to a clothespin.

4. Repeat to make many
paper candles. Pin them
to the branches of a
Christmas tree.
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Many traditional decorations convey the meaning of Christmas.
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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“A Taste of Joy”

The Church of the Straits Cookbook
307 North Huron Avenue
Mackinaw City, Michigan

cotsoffice@yahoo.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

No Youth Sunday Sch Men's Group 9am

Hanging of the Greens   Sr Yoga 10am Finance 3pm Men's Brkfst 8am Poinsettia Orders Due

AA 3pm

Healing Service 5pm PPRC 6:30 pm

Disciple IV 6pm         

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

Challenge Money Due   Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Sr Yoga 10am Youth Coat Shopping

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple IV 6pm Pasrsonage Openhouse

8 9 10 11 12 13

  

6-8 pm            

14

Kate's Kids Men's Group 9am

Church Potluck 11:30amWmns Bible Study 3pm Sr Yoga 10am Men's Brkfst 8am

AA 3pm Pinecrest 1:30 pm Willing Workers 10am

Prayer Group  5pm BOG 7pm

Disciple IV 6pm         

15

16 17 18 19 20 21

Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm

No Prayer Gr/Disciple

22 23 7pm 

       24

25 26 27 28

No Youth Sunday Sch

AA 3pm

No Prayer Gr/Disciple

29 30 31      

BIRTHDAYS:

ANNIVERSARIES:

Dec 1 Teri Bell Dec 19 Emily Hinsman Dec 1 Nelson & Denise Thompson

Dec 2 Julie Burnett Dec 21 Lana Qualey Dec 5 Chuck & Ginny Brew 

Dec 3 Roy Cole Dec 22 Pastor Dave Dec 16 Nelson & Rose LaPointe

Dec 4 Nicole Laninga Dec 22 Rose LaPointe Dec 18 Bill & Danna Marvin

Dec 7  Todd Janeczek Dec 26 Debbie Moore Dec 18 Spencer & Sue Austin

Dec 7  Hank Hinsman Dec 26 George Karll Dec 29 Walt & Betsy Naumer

Dec 9 Sue Austin Dec 28 Ann Hayes

Dec 10 Betty Strieby Dec 29 Ron Gwilt

Dec 11 Alex Clemens Dec 30 Stephen Heilman

Dec 13 Ron McClue Dec 30 Meghan Downing

Dec 14 Ginger Mannarino

Dec 14 Patty Curth

Dec 18 Naomi Gomez
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		Dec 18		Naomi Gomez
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		Hanging of the Greens		 		Sr Yoga 10am		Finance 3pm		Men's Brkfst 8am		Poinsettia Orders Due
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		Healing Service 5pm				PPRC 6:30 pm
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  Dear COS Famil y ,                                                                    December 2019           This time of year   is   always a reflective time.   Thanksgiving is  a time that   we  focus on   all the blessings God has given us.  Now   Christmas is coming and  I’m overwhelmed with gratitude and love for the greatest gift and blessing we  wi ll   EVER  receive   ~   A Savior born in a manger , who  live d   among us and  then  die d   on the cross for  us .   WOW!!!!   As the snow falls and everything is white   and breathtaking, remember Jesus and   his gift that cleans es   our hearts and  fills us with joy the world cannot give.             We want you to know how much we love you!  We’ve had so many  blessings this year but also some  challenging times.   We thank God fo r the  challenges because it helps  us   to lean on and grow closer to Him.    All your  love, support ,   and prayers have been such a comfort to us.   You are family and  it’s so wonderful to be apart of a family that is there to lift each other up,  celebrate wit h, grieve with and grow with.    We pray that this Christmas season  you focus on God’s love as we get ready to celebrate His birth.   In   2020 ,   may  we grow closer to Him, each other, and  to all  those  who  need  the   Savior.     From our family to yours,  Merry  Christmas and  Happy 2020!!!   Hugs, Pastor Dave and Lisa           
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Dear COS Family,                                                                 December 2019

       This time of year is always a reflective time.   Thanksgiving is a time that we focus on all the blessings God has given us.  Now Christmas is coming and I’m overwhelmed with gratitude and love for the greatest gift and blessing we will EVER receive ~ A Savior born in a manger, who lived among us and then died on the cross for us.   WOW!!!!   As the snow falls and everything is white and breathtaking, remember Jesus and his gift that cleanses our hearts and fills us with joy the world cannot give.



       We want you to know how much we love you!  We’ve had so many blessings this year but also some challenging times.   We thank God for the challenges because it helps us to lean on and grow closer to Him.    All your love, support, and prayers have been such a comfort to us.   You are family and it’s so wonderful to be apart of a family that is there to lift each other up, celebrate with, grieve with and grow with.  We pray that this Christmas season you focus on God’s love as we get ready to celebrate His birth.  In 2020, may we grow closer to Him, each other, and to all those who need the Savior.



From our family to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy 2020!!!

Hugs, Pastor Dave and Lisa
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Dear COS Family,                                                                 December 2019

       This time of year is always a reflective time.   Thanksgiving is a time that we focus on all the blessings God has given us.  Now Christmas is coming and I’m overwhelmed with gratitude and love for the greatest gift and blessing we will EVER receive ~ A Savior born in a manger, who lived among us and then died on the cross for us.   WOW!!!!   As the snow falls and everything is white and breathtaking, remember Jesus and his gift that cleanses our hearts and fills us with joy the world cannot give.



       We want you to know how much we love you!  We’ve had so many blessings this year but also some challenging times.   We thank God for the challenges because it helps us to lean on and grow closer to Him.    All your love, support, and prayers have been such a comfort to us.   You are family and it’s so wonderful to be apart of a family that is there to lift each other up, celebrate with, grieve with and grow with.  We pray that this Christmas season you focus on God’s love as we get ready to celebrate His birth.  In 2020, may we grow closer to Him, each other, and to all those who need the Savior.



From our family to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy 2020!!!

Hugs, Pastor Dave and Lisa
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Luke 2:15, KJV
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