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     Prayer, scripture reading, and people help me keep my faith. To be successful in my Christian walk I really need good Christians in my life. Let’s face it, sometimes life is hard. The Lord is always with us but we at times need human contact to help keep us in the right frame of mind. 
     I meet with a group of men most Saturday mornings. We sit together and discuss how God is working in our lives. I many times share a short devotional and then we discuss it. Sometimes we talk about problems we are having or things we are struggling with. Most of the time we end our time together with prayer for one another. Something happened in one of our meetings recently that reminded me of a verse that has stuck with me. The verse is from Zephaniah 3:17 which says, “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.”
     My friend Ed Weiss sang over our meeting instead of praying. I can tell you it really touched my heart. I know that Ed and all my other friends will be praying for me and I for them. This is part of why we need good Godly people in our lives. I hope you have people like this in your life. If you don’t, perhaps you need to join a small group. This is the best way to find people who are like minded. What I’m telling you is what has worked for me. It can work for you too. Spend some time in your bible, spend some time in prayer, and spend some time with good friends. You won’t be sorry you did. Love you all dearly in this season of Jesus’ birth.Mike’s Musings
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Operation Shoe Box Was a Huge Success!![image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2011 OCC\2021 (2).jpg]

     Thanks to your generous giving over the past 11 months, COS was able to pack 86 shoeboxes. Individual boxes were lovingly packed along with boxes from SARM, bringing the total of children to be blessed this year to 139! Thank you ♥♥♥  Please pray for the children who will receive these shoebox blessings. And watch for where our boxes go ☺

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\bfast_16374ac.jpeg]

Coffee Hour is back! We’re always looking for helpers! There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for the coming months. Please don’t feel you have to do an “elaborate spread”. Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed. 

Poinsettia Orders can be made until December 6th. $15 for each plant. Call the office to order yours!
Wallis Christmas Open House
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/garland-clipart-Rcdxb6Mc9.png]





Saturday, December 11th
6-8PM
18321 N Old Mackinaw Rd., Cheboygan
Come join us for an evening of 
dessert and fellowship!


Pinecrest Fellowship is the first Tuesday of each month   from 2-3 pm. There will be a short devotional, prayer and refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\young_9702c.jpeg]
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The Finance Team is writing the church budget for 2022. They're placing their trust in God and believing in our members and friends to support the church's ministry. Let us show our faithfulness with good stewardship through our time, talents and treasures. It’s not too late to send in your pledge if you have not done so!
         “because He is at my right hand, I will 
                   not be shaken.”  ~ Acts 2:25
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Ron Gwilt, who passed away October 27, 2021.
Rosalie Spencer, daughter of Nelson & Rose 
     LaPointe, who passed away November 10, 2021.
Merritt Cole, who passed away November 19, 2021.
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    Our Annual Church  
     Christmas Potluck, 
will be held on Sunday, December 12th following worship. Bring your own table service and a favorite holiday dish to pass   The Willing Workers will also have a Holiday Bake Sale. Everyone is welcome!

[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/b/ba/basket_17956c.jpg]

Sponsor a basket for someone special!
The Willing Workers are making baskets filled with love to be delivered this winter to shut-ins. You can sponsor a basket by donating to the Willing Workers. Thank you ♥♥
                               “Minute for Missions” The Missions Committee would like to tell you about another mission we 
                                 have been supporting for the past few years.    
                                 Grace’s Table in Grand Rapids understands that adolescent moms are often isolated as they
                                 navigate motherhood. They help to remove the barriers to the resources they need through
                                 services provided at The Richmond House. Grace’s Table wants teen moms to feel loved, cared for, and part of a community. They don’t want them to live in isolation and apart from advocacy and hope.     
     Grace’s Table believes teen moms deserve hope, mentorship, hospitality and the benefit of a team that will help them find resources, learn life skills, and gain access to healing through mental health support services.      
     Founder and Executive Director Lisa Anderson found herself a single mom at 17, alone, 
isolated and scared. As she raised her son, she prayed for a way to support other teen mothers. 
In spare moments and in moments of serving others, she began putting together the framework 
for what would become Grace’s Table. 
     Isaiah 1:17 tells us, “Learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke the oppressor, defend the 
fatherless, plead for the widow.” Lisa believes that the teen mothers are today’s “widows.” 
There are no husbands, or men stepping up to the plate to help them raise children. Their 
infants are the “fatherless” that we are called to defend. 
     Today’s Grace’s Table is a hedge of protection around fragile families. Giving partners are defenders, shielding them as they grow and linking arms with them as they navigate the road to a fulfilling life and future for their family.
     For more information and donation giving, you can visit www.gracestable.com 
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Peace, Joy and Love

     SARM looking back over November, we had a lot of fun bowling at Spare Time Lanes with a pizza lunch. Yummy! SARM started “Exercise for Your Soul” - a 20-day challenge leading up to SARM’s 3rd Annual Coat Drive for local children. A “Change for a Change” ended October 31st  with all donations going to the Women’s Resource Center of Northern Michigan Safe House. I am happy to announce that SARM and the Church of the Straits congregation was able to raise $378.00 and collect enough to stuff 23 purses with personal hygiene products for battered women.
     Looking forward, Youth Ministries Sunday is December 12th. We will be decorating Christmas cookies in the SARM room after children’s time. Also, we will be shopping on December 19th for “Coats for Kids” ending at Pizza Hut in Cheboygan for lunch and meeting with the Salvation Army. SARM will also be going to see “Sing 2” at the Kingston movie theater - date to be announced.
     It’s hard to believe that Christmas is right around the corner. I hope that this very special time of year fills your heart with Peace, Joy and Love. That reminds me, if you have a child that would like to participate in the Christmas Eve Service, they will be performing “Go Tell It on the Mountain” and “Down in My Heart”. If your child would like to participate, please contact me for more information. Thank you.

Much love and God bless, 
Shannon Cooley, Youth Director
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23 Purses filled with love ♥
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Bowling & Pizza = Fun!!
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and Carl Strieby
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretaries   	Janet Schaefer and Katie
				Strittmatter
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409  *no longer a parsonage phone
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.










          
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear COS Family and Friends,                                                        2021

     Christmas is just around the corner and another year is almost in the books. It’s been a year filled with uncertainty, joys, sorrows, and many, many blessings. We love you all and are so thankful for the fellowship and friendship of each of you. As all of you celebrate the birth of the King, may you feel the wonder of the greatest gift and love ever given.
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2018-08-07 Pastor Dave\Lisas 2021 nativity (2).jpg]












From our home to yours, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!

Hugs,
Pastor Dave, Lisa
and the Wallis family
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

														 

						 		Pantry 10am		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

								Bell Choir 12:45pm

								Bible Journaling 2pm		 

				 		 		1		2		3		4

		Communion		Missions Meeting 1pm						 				 

		 		Wms's Bible Study 3pm		Blood Drive noon-5pm		Bell Choir 12:45pm						Men's Group 9am

		AA 3pm		Poinsettia		at St. Anthony's		Bible Journaling 2pm

		Prayer Group 6pm		Orders Due!		PPRC 6:30pm

		        5		6		7		8		9		10		11

		 Annual Potluck 								 				 

		SARM Sunday		Wms's Bible Study 3pm		 		Pantry 10am		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

		AA 3pm						Bell Choir 12:45pm		 		 

		Prayer Group 6pm						Bible Journaling 2pm

		    12		13		14		15		16		17		18

		SARM Coat Shopping												 

		AA 3pm		Wms's Bible Study 3pm		BOG 7pm		Bell Choir 12:45pm						 

		Prayer Group 6pm						Bible Journaling 2pm		 

		 								 

		19		20		21		22		23		7:00pm        24		25

		  

		AA 3pm		Wms's Bible Study 3pm		 		Pantry 10am

		Prayer Group 6pm				 		Bell Choir 12:45pm

		 				 		Bible Journaling 2pm

		26		27		28		29		30		31		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		Dec 1		Teri Bell		Dec 18		Naomi Gomez		Dec 1		Nelson & Denise Thompson

		Dec 2		Julie Burnett		Dec 21		Lana Qualey		Dec 5		Chuck & Ginny Brew 

		Dec 3		Roy Cole		Dec 22		Pastor Dave		Dec 16		Nelson & Rose LaPointe

		Dec 7 		Todd Janeczek		Dec 22		Rose LaPointe		Dec 18		Bill & Danna Marvin

		Dec 7 		Hank Hinsman		Dec 26		Debbie Moore		Dec 18		Spencer & Sue Austin

		Dec 9		Sue Austin		Dec 28		Ann Hayes		Dec 29		Walt & Betsy Naumer

		Dec 13		Ron McClue
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