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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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 Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items throughout the year. Below is a suggested item for the month. Mike’s Musings


February is accessories: sunglasses, 
watches, jewelry, necklaces, hair ties, etc…
“I was always late because I lacked a watch. Opening my shoebox gift, I found one. Now I am always on time for school.”       –Niyonkuru, Burundi
“I am so happy! I cannot believe that someone from a different country would send me a gift of exactly what I like: rings and hair bows. I will keep going to church.”
                           –Vanessa, Colombia

Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
      → February – Rob Strittmatter[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_10973c.jpg]

March – Sue Kohs
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Liz Cole, who passed away January 4, 2020
Jay Jansen, (Julie Mallory’s brother) who passed  
     away January 4, 2020

*A memorial for Liz Cole will be held, here at the church on Tuesday, May 12, 2020.
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month at 1:30 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.
     When I first accepted Christ, I was excited and full of the Spirit of God. As time went on I just began playing church. Playing church is the term I use for going to church on Sunday but living my life how I wanted to the rest of the week. When we play church, we miss out on the blessings that God intended us to have.
     You might ask, what am I missing out on that I don’t already have? Well. When we just play church, it is hard for us to grow.  God’s word explains it better than I can.  1 Corinthians 13:11(NIV) says, “When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.” So you see when we play church we stay like a child, but when we grow up we find out more of what an abundant life can bring. 
     This scripture illustrates what I’m talking about in Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV) it says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” I want everyone who reads this to know God wants us to be in fellowship with Him daily. If you are doing that, I’m excited for you, but if you are struggling and want more, I suggest you begin with reading God’s word daily. Get involved with a small group at church. Fellowship with other Christians who are seeking to have a closer relationship with Christ, too.
     God wants to be our friend every day. If you are just playing church, you are missing out on what God has for you. God wants to be in relationship with you today. Are you ready for more? If so, stop playing church and be part of what God intended you to be.  

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\pledge_12971c.jpg]

2020 Offering Envelopes are out on the table in Fellowship Hall. If you want envelopes and don’t see any with your name on them, contact Cathy Brey or let the church office know!

Ash Wednesday Service will be held at St. Anthony’s on Wed. February 26th at 7:00 pm. This is an ecumenical service for both churches.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/a/as/ash_12201c.jpg]



In Other Words[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/h/he/heart_20023c.jpg]

     We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other occasions that we may not really hear its meaning anymore. It can help 

S.A.R.M. Youth Update

The last few weeks for SARM have been pretty exciting. We had craft time where the youth made shaving cream hand art, which was exhibited at the Winterfest Art Show at Mackinaw Clothing. The piece titled 
Hands to Heaven, is now on display in the youth room at the church. Also, SARM joined with the Mackinaw Chamber of Commerce helping with “FROZEN” themed kids games at Winterfest. 

Looking forward:  February 15th will be a cookies and craft event with a Valentine’s Day theme ❤️ Watch the weekly bulletin for more details.
Thank you for all of the support and prayers for SARM. I feel truly blessed to be a part of this church and community.    Shannon Cooley, Youth Director
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to listen to something familiar said in different words. What new understandings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible reveal to you?  
     “Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best, never looks back, but keeps going to the end. Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, MSG).
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I have been having an argument with myself lately (some of you may be very alarmed by that, Ha!, Ha!) about whether it is  better to “love loudly” or “love deeply”.   Since February 14th is Valentine’s Day, when better to discuss this than right now!    

We all are created with unique personalities and ways of communicating with each other so I want to say from the beginning that these two ideas of “loving” are not mutually exclusive.  They can work hand in hand at times but I still want to wrap my heart and mind around how to love best!

Every now and then, I see a You Tube video of a man giving an extravagant gift to a wife, or girlfriend, as a surprise.  It is interesting to see the responses to the gift!  It is most often met with elation and gratitude and usually a big smack on the lips.  My question often is, how do you beat that one next year?   Will this gift live long into the future?  Will this gift overcome the tough times coming?  Is this an easier way to show love than an abiding, every day, sacrificial love that does the mundane and the unnoticed to show that the “other” is worth more than life itself?

God’s love for us is extremely deep!  It is sacrificial!   Jesus didn’t want fanfare when he gave his life on Calvary.  It was painful, agonizing, humiliating and lonely!  He just wanted to do what needed to be done to redeem those whom he loved, and loves, deeply.  The Cross was certainly a “love loudly” event because everyone in Jerusalem saw what happened, but none of them, including the disciples, understood how deep this love was.  

This event was never to be repeated again.  What was done, was done and it only needed to be done once.   He died once for all (1 Peter 3:18)!  And “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9).  

Marriage itself is a “love loudly” event (the wedding) but it is the rest of our lives together that needs to live “love deeply.”  We can express from the mountaintops how much we love our spouse, or our God but love expressed in the continuum of daily living has staying power and transforming power. 

Love God by loving others!  Love God by giving of yourself!  Love God by obeying his laws and precepts!  Love God by giving Him glory and honor and praise in the quietness of our lives as well as from the rooftop of our homes.  Jesus gave his all for us, so let us in return give our all for Him.   Oh, and by the way, that applies to how we ought to love our spouses as well.  Happy Valentine’s Day!

You are dearly loved,[image: ]




Pastor Dave   
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Friendsnip
squares

This tasty treat doubles as a game
to play with a buddy.
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What you need: O‘

e Graham crackers

* Chocolate chips

* Microwave-safe bowl
* Zippered baggie

e Scissors

* Raspberries

* Blueberries

What you do:

1. Gently break cracker
sheets in half to form
squares.

2. Heat chocolate chips in
microwave for 30 seconds.
Stir, then continue heating
for 30 seconds at a time
until melted.

3. Spoon melted chocolate
into baggie and snip a
small triangle from one
bottom corner.

4. On each cracker, squeeze
chocolate lines to form
a Tic-Tac-Toe board. Let
cool.

5. Using the fruit as X’s and
O’s, play Tic-Tac-Toe with
a friend. The winner gets
to eat the treat!
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In the Bible, Jesus shares what it means to be a true friend.

Directions: Use the heart key m:
to fill in the missing vowels

from John 15:14, 17, NIV O
® -

my fr_ _nds _f
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JOHN 15:14, 17, NIV
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IT'S LEAP YEAR!
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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Outreach to Seniors
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 

  Men's Group 9am

 

          1

Communion    

Boy Scout Sunday Wms Bible Study 3pm Sr. Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9a,

AA 3pm

Healing Service 5pm PPRC 6:30pm

  

Disciple IV 6pm       

2

3 4 5 6 7 8

   

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Sr. Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am   Men's Group 9am

Healing Service 5pm     SARM Cookie

Disciple IV 6pm Decorating

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Kate's Kis Wms Bible Study 3pm  

AA 3pm   Sr. Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Healing Service 5pm Pinecrest 1:30pm Willing Workers 10am

Disciple IV 6pm  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

  

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Sr. Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10am Men's Group 9am

Healing Service 5pm Evangelism 11am Ash Wednesday Service

Disciple IV 6pm BOT 7pm 7pm at ST. Anthony's

23 24 25 26 27

28

29

BIRTHDAYS:

Feb 2 Royce Ryan Feb 24 Bill Marvin

Feb 3 Jo Ann Rinehart Feb 26 Ken McGuire

Feb 5 Eliana Walugembe Feb 27 Burkleigh Wallis

Feb 5 Donna Canales Feb 27 Cles Hurlburt

Feb 8 Connie Ware

Feb 10 Mary Marquis ANNIVERSARIES:

Feb 13 Merritt Cole Feb 2 Scott & Cheryl Newman

Feb 13 Marilyn Imeson Feb 5 Greg & Kathy Pietrowski

Feb 16 Megan Wallis Feb 15 Bud & Katy Stone

Feb 17 Wendy Orsini Feb 23 Ron & Ann McClue

Feb 21 Mya Curth Feb 27 Carl & Roxie Strieby

Feb 24 Julia Short Feb 29 Charlie & Kathy Heilman

Feb 24 Samantha Reed

Women's Winter Retreat
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