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     I received a new book for Christmas. The book is simply called Heaven by Randy Alcorn.  The book has had a great impact on my thoughts so I thought I’d share a little about what I am learning. “A human being, we have a terminal disease called mortality. The current death rate is 100 percent. Unless Christ returns soon, we’re all going to die. We don’t like to think about death; yet, worldwide, 3 people die every second, 180 every minute, and nearly 11,000 every hour. If the bible is right about what happens to us after death, it means that more than 250,000 people everyday go either to Heaven or Hell.”
     As you can see from the quote what Randy Alcorn said is shocking. 250,000 people die each day that was shocking enough, but the fact that many will be going to Hell is the most shocking. In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus says, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” How many do you know who don’t know Jesus? Do you ask them?
     How do we know we are going to Heaven?  I have asked that question to many people and have heard many answers. One person said to me, “well I go to church every week.” Thinking we won’t go to Hell because we go to church is like thinking if I stand in my garage every day I am a car. Another person has answered me, “I’m a good person and I do good things.”  Nope that won’t keep you out of Hell either. Isaiah 64:6 says, “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.” It is sad many I ask don’t even believe in Heaven or Hell. Why is it that people don’t know how to go to Heaven or stay out of Hell? Satan is the reason. You see Satan doesn’t want us to know how to go to Heaven. 
     Jesus said we must be born again and he also said, “No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) I have told you before that I played Christian for many years. I acted like I was one but until my second year of bible collage I didn’t know Jesus. I really hadn’t turned my life over to him. I talked the talk and went to church. I even studied to be a pastor but the fact was, I didn’t have a personal relationship with Jesus. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” I knew this verse, but didn’t know Jesus. 
     I read this account in the book and I will end with it. “Ruthanna Metzgar, a professional singer, tells a story that illustrates the importance of having our names written in the Lamb’s book of life. Several years ago, she was asked to sing at the wedding of a very wealthy man. According to the invitation, the reception would be held on the top two floors of the Seattle’s Columbia Tower, the Northwest’s tallest skyscraper. She and her husband, Roy, were excited about attending.
     At the reception, waiters in tuxedos offered luscious hors d’oeuvers and exotic beverages. The bride and groom approached a beautiful glass and brass staircase that led to the top floor. Someone ceremoniously cut a satin ribbon draped across the bottom of the stairs. They announced the wedding feast was about to begin. Bride and groom ascended the stairs, followed by their guests.
     At the top of the stairs, a maitre d’ with a book greeted the guests outside the door.
     “May I have your name please?”
     I am Ruthanna Metzgar and this is my husband, Roy.”
     He searched the M’s. “I’m not finding it. Would you spell it please?”
     Ruthhanna spelled her name slowly. After searching the book, the maitre d’ looked up and said, “I’m sorry your name isn’t here.”
     “There must be some mistake,” Ruthanna replied. “I’m the singer. I sang for the wedding!”
     The gentleman answered, “It doesn’t matter who you are or what you did. Without your name in the book you cannot attend the banquet.”
     He motioned to a waiter and said, “Show these people to the service elevator, please.”
     The Metzger’s followed the waiter past beautifully decorated tables laden with shrimp, whole smoked salmon, and magnificent carved ice sculptures. Adjacent to the banquet area, an orchestra was preparing to perform, the musicians all dressed in dazzling white tuxedos. The waiter led Ruthanna and Roy to the service elevator, ushered them in, and pushed G for the parking garage.
     After locating their car and driving several miles in silence, Roy reached over and put his hand on Ruthanna’s arm “Sweetheart, what happened?”
     “When the invitation arrived, I was busy,” Ruthanna replied. “I never bothered to RSVP. Besides, I was the singer. Surely I could go to the reception without returning the RSVP!” Ruthanna started to weep—not only because she had missed the most lavish banquet she’d ever been invited to, but also because she suddenly had a small taste of what it will be like someday for people as they stand before Christ and they find their names are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”
     Is your name in the book? Are your family and friends names written in the book? If you don’t know it isn’t too late. Don’t wait, ask…Mike’s Musings
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Operation Christmas Child
We’ve gathering items to fill boxes in November. These are just suggestions – look for items on sale or clearance!
February ideas are accessories – sunglasses, hair ties, hats, bracelets, necklaces, sm purses/tote bags, bandanas, watches, rings.
    “I was always late because I lacked a watch. Opening  
    my shoebox gift, I found one. Now I am always on 
    time for school.”   –Niyonkuru, Burundi

    “I am so happy! I cannot believe that someone from a 
    different country would send me a gift of exactly 
    what I like: rings and hairbows. I will keep going to 
    church.”–            Vanessa, Colombia
A lady went to the Pastor and said "I won’t be attending Church anymore."[image: ]

He said, "May I ask why??"
She said, "I see people on their cell phones during the service, some are gossiping, some just ain’t living right, they are all just hypocrites."
The Pastor got silent and he said, "Ok... But can I ask you to do something for me before you make your final decision?"
She said, "What’s that?"
He said, "Take a glass of water and walk around the Church 2 times and don’t let any water fall out the glass."
She said, "Yes I can do that."
She came back and said, "It’s done."
He asked her 3 questions:
     1. Did you see anybody on their phone?
     2. Did you see anybody gossiping?
     3. Was anybody living wrong?
She said, "I didn’t see anything because I was so focused on this glass, so the water wouldn’t fall."
He told her, "When you come to Church, you should be just that focused on God, so that you don’t fall. That’s why Jesus said 'Follow me.' He did not say follow Christians. Don’t let your relationship with God be determined by how others relate with God. Let it be determined by how focused YOU are on God."  
                                          Submitted by Liz Limberg
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S.A.R.M. Happenings





Youth Ministry Sunday, January  9th, the youth made Valentines for the Willing Workers to enclose in their baskets for shut-ins.  Later that day, 9 youth met at the Mackinaw Crossings Theater to see “Sing II”.
Looking ahead:
     February 13th is Youth Ministry Sunday – after church, the youth will host a Baked 
          Potato Fundraiser! Stay for a baked potato with all the fixings! Cost is by donation and
          will benefit upcoming SARM activities.
     February 17th is the Organization Fair at the Mackinaw City School from 11am-3pm. If 
          you have questions about the Fair, contact Shannon for information.
     February 23rd is “1/2 Day at the Rec”. The Mackinaw School has a ½ day, so SARM is 
          holding a fun afternoon of pizza, games & activities at the Rec Center for 3rd-8th grade 
          students!
     March 6th is Youth Ministry Sunday during church, followed by Pizza and Bowling at  
           Spare Time Lanes in Cheboygan from 1-3pm.
     March 20-27th is Spring Break – no Sunday School!
“Change for a Change” is ongoing through March, collecting new or handmade hats, mittens and socks for the Mackinaw City Elementary School.

Much Love and God’s Blessings
Shannon Cooley, Youth Director
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Pastor Dave is holding a new member class that will meet at 9:30 am on February 20 and February 27. If you are interested in joining the church, please contact Judy in the office or Pastor Dave. If you are unable to attend, Pastor Dave can meet with you separately at another time. [image: ]
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Sunday Night Adult Study – Pastor Dave will facilitate The Life & Ministry of the Messiah beginning Sunday, February 20th at 6:00 pm. This is another Ray Vander Laan series that is 8 weeks long. Everyone is welcome!


No Regrets!
If you’ve ever regretted a big purchase and wondered if you could return it, you’re familiar with the nagging feeling of buyer’s remorse. Thankfully, our Redeemer never experienced that. As a church sign proclaims, “When Jesus bought you, he never had buyer’s remorse. And he never will!” To Jesus, the payment of suffering and death was well worth the payoff. “For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2, NIV)
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and Carl Strieby
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretaries   	Janet Schaefer and Katie
				Strittmatter
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409  *no longer a parsonage phone
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Valentine’s Day is coming up soon!  It’s a special day that is set aside to express that special love for a spouse or some significant other in your life.  I even remember the valentine’s cards in elementary and the “won’t you be my valentine” blushes when giving out cards to that special girl in class.  Love is in the air!

What does love really look like anyway?  Is it limited to the heart shaped chocolates that are handed out on that day, or the well-dictated verbiage on a card that says it like you mean it?  Is it that dinner for two at a nice restaurant that requires a loan to pay for?  Ha! Ha!  Is it the extra “I love you’s” shared on that day! 
 
These are all nice gestures and I am not belittling them at all, but what I am saying is love is much deeper than this.  It’s about a 24/7 relationship that works through all that life brings its way.  Sometimes it isn’t necessarily pretty but its solid.  Real lasting love is anchored, its immovable, its sustainable through anything.  It forgives, it helps, it heals and its origin is from God.

1 John 5:1ff says this, “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.  This is how we know that we love the children of God; by loving God and carrying out his commands.  This is love for God:  to obey his commands.  And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even your faith.   Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”

According to this text, the secret to love is obeying God.  To love others well we have to obey God.  This carries another dimension to love.  This is where love sometimes needs to be tough.  To love me you may need to address my disobedience to God.  And likewise me to you!  Love in a relationship isn’t all about chocolate and cards it about obeying God and helping each other to be obedient to that call.  

In the end, true agape love makes everyday a “love” day.  It may be some days are tough days but they are all “love” days.  Jesus was obedient in love and it took him all the way to the cross.  Love and obey God and you will see how that love affects all those others whom you love as well.  Happy Valentine’s Day!

I love you all,[image: ]




Pastor Dave 
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

								 						 

				 		 		Hand Bells 12:30pm		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

								Bible Journaling 2pm

								 		 

				 		1		2		3		4		5

		Communion						 		 				 

		 		Wmns Bible Study 3pm		 		Food Pantry 10am						Men's Group 9am

		AA 3pm						Bible Journaling 2pm

		Prayer Group 6pm  13				 		***No Hand Bells

		6		7		8		9		10		11		12

		Youth Ministry Sunday		Wmns Bible Study 3pm						 				 

		SARM Baked Potato		 		 		Hand Bells 12:30pm		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

		Fundraiser noon						Bible Journaling 2pm		 		 

		AA 3pm						 

		Prayer Group 6pm  13		14		15		16		17		18		19

		 		Wmns Bible Study 3pm										 

		 		  		BOG 7pm		Food Pantry 10am		 				Men's Group 9am								 

		AA 3pm				 		Hand Bells 12:30pm		 

		Prayer Group 6pm  13						Bible Journaling 2pm		 

		20		21		22		23		24		25		26

		 

		AA 3pm		Wmns Bible Study 3pm		BIRTHDAYS:

		Prayer Group 6pm  13				Feb 2		Royce Ryan		Feb 24		Bill Marvin

		 				Feb 3		Jo Ann Rinehart		Feb 26		Ken McGuire

		27		28		Feb 5		Eliana Walugembe		Feb 27		Burkleigh Wallis

						Feb 5		Donna Canales		Feb 27		Cles Hurlburt

						Feb 8		Connie Ware		Feb 28		Diane Stevens

						Feb 10		Mary Marquis		ANNIVERSARIES:

						Feb 13		Marilyn Imeson		Feb 2		Scott & Cheryl Newman

						Feb 16		Megan Wallis		Feb 15		Bud & Katy Stone

						Feb 17		Wendy Orsini		Feb 23		Ron & Ann McClue

						Feb 24		Julia Short		Feb 27		Carl & Roxie Strieby

						Feb 24		Samantha Reed		Feb 29		Charlie & Kathy Heilman
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