c                                  		               [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\magi_19858c (1).jpg]

                                                                                                                           


			





The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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Operation Shoe Box [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\IMG_0504.jpg]

Here we go – let’s fill the big collection box again! Remember, the monthly item is only a suggestion – if you see something on sale that you think a child would love, that’s fine![image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2009-01-12 Newsletter graphics\country-map-Peru.jpg]

January is hats, 
gloves, scarves!
The boxes we filled in November were sent to Peru! Please continue to pray for the children who received our boxes. Thank you and God bless. 
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2009-01-12 Newsletter graphics\2019_banner_300x50-generic-good-news.jpg]

Mike’s Musings






Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
      → January – Dan Durant[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_10973c.jpg]

	February – Rob Strittmatter
	March – Sue Kohs

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2019-11-19 Taste of Joy\Taste of Joy 001.jpg]

“A Taste of Joy”, the long awaited cookbook, put together by the Church of the Straits Willing Workers, is done! The cookbook is filled with yummy appetizers, casseroles, salads, soups and more from the great cooks right here at Church of the Straits. The cost of each cookbook is $15.00. The first 100 sold out – more will be printed after the New Year. Call the office to reserve yours! Proceeds go to the Willing Workers for their ongoing mission of caring for our church. Books can be mailed for an additional charge.
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/s/sn/snow_13214c.jpg]
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Marvel Bakke (Connie Ware’s mom), who passed 
     away November 26, 2019.
Sharon Bonter, who passed away December 11,    
     2019
Niellie Foster (Jerry King’s mom) who passed away  
     December 18, 2019.
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     Life can be hard! We all know that statement to be true, but God intends better for us than that. He intends for us to put our faith in Him. Even when it seems that things aren’t going the way we want we need to trust that God is in control and intends the best for us. I’ve come to know this on a regular basis. I have chronic pain but sometimes my pain goes beyond what I think I can handle. It is at this time when I’m feeling all sorry for myself that I consider giving up.
     Isaiah 40:29-31 says, “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
     These aren’t just words, they are a promise to those who believe in the Lord. For me scripture is the only answer I’ve found to bring me back to the point where I’m not in full despair. As these verses say God wants to lift us up to soar like eagles. He gives us strength if we ask for it. At times He has given me strength even when I didn’t ask for it.
     If there is anything I can give you for this New Year it is this truth. You are not stuck in your situation alone. God is with you. He wants the best for you and will lift you up. God wants all your burdens. Will you trust the God who saved you? Dear friends, know God loves you. God intends for you to succeed. Leave it all to Him. Let him do the heavy lifting. He wants to hear from you today. Go ahead and tell Him what you need. May the Lord bless you in this New Year. 
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Christmas Poinsettias Given in Loving Memory of:
Dick Moehl, Mike Moehl and Tom Moehl by 
   Margaret Moehl
Archie M. Falor by Donna and family
John Hayes by Ann Hayes
Bill B. Burgor by Beverly Burgor-Jones
My Daddy, Bill Burnett by Julie Burnett
Elsie LaPointe, Sophia Jamieson, Sophie & Norris 
   Coffman, Juanita Bonter, Linda Charboneau, 
   Robert Heilman by Rose & Nelson LaPointe and 
   June Hielman
Isabel Potter by David Potter
Tom Limberg by Elizabeth Limberg and family
Mom, Dad, Grandparents & my loving Dave for all 
   the love they gave me by Barb Parker
Fred Thompson Sr., his life and love of the 
   Christmas Holidays by Alfreda Hudson
Lillian Harrington, Beverly & David Miller by 
   Stella & Jerry Smith
Fred Provost by wife Karen, children Mike & 
   Rachel, Beth, grandchildren Megan, Jackson, 
   Taylor Brooke & Shanna
Andrew Hawver by Don & Jan Hawver (PaPa &
   Gram)
Dr. Kurt Grebe and Phillip Grebe by The Grebe 
   Family
Hugh A. Murray and all our relatives and dear 
   friends who have gone before us by Marianne 
   S.Murray
Ernesteen (Joyce’s sister) and Carol (Ed’s sister) by 
   Ed & Joyce Weiss
Mary & Gertrude Middlebush, Georganna & Paul 
   Spayde by Jane & Dick Spayde
Martin & Richard Birk, Jack, Phyllis & Daniel 
   Qualey, John & Michael Qualey by Dennis & 
   Lana Qualey
David & Beverly Miller, John M. Kirk by Deb & 
   Dutch Miller
Lloyd & Louise Stanley, George & Elaine Russell 
   by Greg & Mary Stanley
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/s/sn/snowflake_6271c.jpg]



And in Honor of:
Our grandchildren:  Allie, Sarah, Perri, Emmy and 
   Frannie by Dick and Jane Spayde
Duane & Laurel Birk, Nelson & Rose LaPointe by 
   Dennis & Lana Qualey
Ann Kirk by Deb & Dutch Miller
Judy and Jim Churchill by Greg and Mary Stanley

[image: Image result for table decorations]

Fellowship Tables
Lana Qualey and her mom Laurel Birk have decorated the tables faithfully for several years now and we sincerely thank them! Now we are looking for someone new to decorate the Fellowship Tables in 2020! There are decorations to use in the cupboards – talk to Judy in the office. Thank you!

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\retreat_9843c.jpg]

Winter Women’s Retreat
will be January 17 to 19, 2020 at Cedar Campus in Gloria Taylor Cottage.  All are welcome.  Sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.


The Annual Congregational [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\report_10903c.jpg]

Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 26th following worship. Rev. Scott Harmon, the UMC Northern Skies District Superintendent will be here and hopefully a representative from the ECO Presbytery. Lunch will be served after the meeting. 
**PPRC will meet with Rev. Scott Harmon that morning at 9:30 am.


2020 Offering Envelopes are out on the table in Fellowship Hall. If you want envelopes and don’t see any with your name on them, let Cathy Brey or the office know![image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/e/en/envel1c.jpg]






























































SARM (Straits Area Resort Ministry) is back!!! It has been an exciting few months. God is working in this community and in the hearts of the youth. 
Just a few things that SARM has done in the past few months:  Treasure Hunt, Snow Globe art project, the 20 Day Challenge (Exercise for Your Soul) Fundraiser to purchase coats for kids in conjunction with the Salvation Army and St. Anthony’s. I’m happy to announce that the youth program was able to raise $900.00 and purchased 24 coats for needy kids! 
Upcoming:  SARM is working with the Mackinaw Chamber of Commerce on Winterfest kid games with much more in the works!! I would like to say thank you for your support of this program. It is so needed in this community and the Straits Area. This is an outreach program and we encourage all children to come and participate in the youth events.
~ Shannon Cooley, Youth Director[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\Youth\Treasure Hunt\IMG_7134 (2).jpg]
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I’m sharing a joke with you that I shared with the Men’s Club a week or so ago.  It had mixed reviews but here it is:  A Russian couple was walking down the street in St. Petersburg the other night, when the man felt a drop hit his nose.  “I think it’s raining,” he said to his wife.  “No, that felt more like snow to me,” she replied.  “No, I’m sure it was just rain,” he said.  Well, as these things go, they were about to have a major argument about whether it was raining or snowing.  Just then they saw a minor communist party official walking toward them.  “Let’s not fight about it,” the man said, “let’s ask Comrade Rudolph whether it’s officially raining or snowing.”

As the official approached, the man said, “Tell us, Comrade Rudolph, is it officially raining or snowing?”  “It’s raining, of course,” he answered and walked on.  But the woman insisted:  “I know that felt like snow!”  To which the man quietly replied:  “Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear!”   

I personally think that was a hilarious joke but nonetheless it brings home a point.  Sometimes we argue over the dumbest little things.  We let the insignificant things in life take on way to much importance.  Sometimes even relationships end because people can’t come to terms with a petty little argument.  2 Timothy 2:23-24 shares, “Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  And the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.”

Perhaps we can look forward to the New Year and say, “I am not going to be a part of petty arguments that ruin my testimony and damage relationships with someone else whom Jesus Christ died for.”  I want to be a part of lifting someone else up rather than tearing them down.  I want to consider others greater than myself as Phil. 2:3 says “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”

It is only by the hand of God that we can successfully behave in this manner for any length of time.  Let’s do our best to bring honor, glory and praise to God through Christ our Lord.  And when we slip, let’s be quick to bring it to the cross and say, “forgive me.”

You are loved beyond words,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Make this craft to
remember God’s
many blessings.

What you need:
e Small stones
e Permanent markers
* Foil pan and cooking spray
* Drop cloth
* Gloves
* Quick-set concrete (and

adult help)

* Bucket and paint stirrer

What you do:

1. After reflecting on the
past year, use markers
to decorate stones with
memorable words, dates
and drawings.

2. Spray pan with cooking
spray. Set pan outside on
a drop cloth.

3. Wearing gloves, mix
concrete in a bucket,
according to instructions.

4. Pour concrete 1nto pan.
Smooth top with paint
stirrer.

5. Press in stones, handprints
and other decorations.

6. Let dry completely.
Remove from pan.

7. Place the stepping-stone
outside as a reminder of
God’s continued goodness.
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When Joshua and the Israelites crossed the Jordan River,
they set up stones for a special reason.

Directions: Shade all the rocks that aren’t completely rounded. Unscramble the
remaining rocks to reveal a message from Joshua 4:24, NIV.
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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“A Taste of Joy”

The Church of the Straits Cookbook
307 North Huron Avenue
Mackinaw City, Michigan

cotsoffice@yahoo.com
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DECEMBER 14, 2019


Hello friends,  It’s always such a joy to sit down and write about what the Lord is doing in Uganda. We have 
arrived back to the USA for home assignment!  This is a much needed time to rest, rejuvenate, and connect 
with family, friends, and supporters! We will be spending our time with family through this Christmas season 
and then traveling to update about the work in Uganda through February! We would love to come and share 
with you or your church/small group.                                                                                                                                                     


Our sponsored students just got their school holidays for this year. We thank everyone who 
sponsors a child for supporting them through yet a another year of their education. The next school term will 
begin in February 2020.  Our community development programs continue. We recently visited Akiram’s 
family to check on how their goats are doing(picture bottom right). Their goats keep reproducing and they’ve 
been successful in selling some of them in the village to help support themselves. We thank God that this 
project is generating income to support their family. Our plan is to continue working on community 
development projects that empower widows and orphans!                                                                                                                                        


We moved into our own house in beginning of October! It has been a true miracle watching this 
house go up!  We still have a lot to finish but we moved in, in faith!  We’ve been able to go for walks and 
meet lots of neighbors, in the rural area where we built. For so long we have been helping families to be 
self-sufficient and now we are moving in the same direction which will enable us to serve even better. Apart 
from not renting, our land also has 5 mango, 4 avocado, 4 banana, 3 jack fruit,1 papaya tree (just lacking 
that partridge in a pear tree)! We are planning to plant oranges, passion, lemon and macadamias plus an 
herb garden. We are very excited for what God is doing. We started serving in Uganda in 2003 and have 
always lived in town— now we are living in a village closer to Budumbuli where we’ve been working for 
years. We’re surrounded by gardens and sugarcane plantations. The farmers around us keep sharing their 
harvest with us which is a good, welcoming sign to this neighborhood. Since we moved into our house, we 
have not had electricity or running water. We have a water collection system but we totally depend on the 
rain for water. Uganda is a developing country with only one power company. We sent in our request for 
power and we’ve been told there are thousands of applications waiting for new connections. It’s going to take 
a while and yet even once we get it, it’s not reliable. We’ve consulted with friends who have strongly advised 
us to invest in solar power in order to be more self-sufficient and safe in case of power outages.               


So much has happened in this term in Uganda!  We thank God for his countless blessings! We are 
so thankful for your prayers and support!  Your financial gifts keep us serving the neediest-of-the-needy in 
rural Uganda! Our passion is to bring the light and hope of Jesus to those we serve in Uganda. Please 
consider a year end gift to support our work and family in Uganda!  We have extra expenses being in the 
USA. For the year, we are short about $4800 to reach our fully-funded status! If you can give toward this 
need and keep us OUT of the red that would be amazing!  We are home to boost our support back to 100%.  
We still need 10-$100/month givers to reach that goal.  Would you consider gifting monthly toward the needs 
of living and serving in Uganda?


Please feel free to contact us at northerlightsministries@gmail.com. We thank you in advance 
and we appreciate your generosity! Checks can be written to “Pioneers” and sent to 10123 William Carey 
Dr., Orlando, FL, 32832 with a separate note that your gift is for “Peter and Kate Walugembe #111654” OR 
give online: https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-project.aspx       
ABOVE ALL: May you know the peace and love of this MOST special season!  Merry Christmas!!                                   


With Love, Peter, Kate, Levi, Aiden, and Eliana


WALUGEMBE WORLD NEWS 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Group 9am

Men's Brkfst 8am

    1 2 3 4

Communion   Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3pm Sr. Chair Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple IV 6pm PPRC 6:30 pm

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3pm Sr. Chair Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am Willing Workers 10am

Prayer Group 5pm Weight Watchers 5:30pm

Disciple IV 6pm

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Kate's Kids Men's Group 9am

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3pm Sr. Chair Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm Mackinaw Art Council

Disciple IV 6pm Annual Meeting 7pm

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Annual Meeting

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3pm Sr. Chair Yoga 10am Pantry 10-11am

Prayer Group 5pm Evangelism 11am

Disciple IV 6pm BOG 8pm

26 27 28 29 30

31

 

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Jan 2 Marita Archer Jan 18 Jourdan Watson Jan 1 Tim & Elizabeth Zabik

Jan 5 Nathan Bennett Jan 18 Darlene Krueger

Jan 6 Bob Benefiel Jan 19 Rob Most

Jan 6 Mike Karll Jan 22 Kristi Laninga

Jan 7 Brooke Schaefer Jan 22 Jamey Jutson

Jan 8 Aiden Walugembe Jan 23 Lee Hall

Jan 10 Katie Darrow Jan 24 Jeff Hingston

Jan 13 Laura Janeczek Jan 25 Dan Durant

Jan 13 Jan Hawver Jan 25 Kellie Downing

Jan 16 Janet Olt Jan 31 Elizabeth Zabik

Jan 16 Justin Barber

Winterfest Mackinaw City
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		Jan 13		Laura Janeczek		Jan 25		Dan Durant

		Jan 13		Jan Hawver		Jan 25		Kellie Downing

		Jan 16		Janet Olt		Jan 31		Elizabeth Zabik

		Jan 16		Justin Barber
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AND... BRING ME WORD SO THAT

| MAY ALSO GO AND PAY HIM HOMAGE."
MATTHEW 2:8, NRSV
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