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     When is love appropriate? I have learned over my lifetime that love is appropriate all the time. In John 13:35(NIV) it says, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." In this divided world we are not seeing much love from anyone. I want to talk to you today and have you examine your own heart by the light of scripture to see if we are all living with love for one another.
     The text I want to use is 1Corinthians 13:4-8 which says, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”
     After reading what Paul tells the church at Corinth about what love is I know I have to work on my love skills. Love is patient, I ask myself, am I always patient. Nope I fail at this daily, but God is showing me through the Holy Spirit that I can be if I stop and think about what I’m doing. Ok so love is kind. This one I’m a little better at, but when people do things I disagree with I can be unkind maybe you do too.  Love does not envy. I ask myself if I ever envy, yep, I do that now and then, but I’m getting better at it. How about you?  Love does not boast. I have struggled my whole life with wanting to be right. I have been humbled by God who tells me that is boastful behavior. I am learning I don’t have to be right, but I do need to love others even if they are wrong. How about you? Love is not proud. Oh boy, again having to be right always is being proud. That is another hard one for me, how about you, do you struggle with this too?
     Love does not dishonor others. More than once in my life I’ve wanted to dishonor others because I felt they thought they were better than me. This is not what Jesus intended for us to display to others, and yet I have struggled with this. How about you?   Love is not self-seeking. I think on a daily basis I have to tell myself it’s not about me. Jesus said it best when he said love your neighbor as yourself.  The world will tell you to always put yourself first, but God has another way. Do you struggle with this too? Love is not easily angered. I can’t hardly watch the news anymore that I’m not angry. I’m angry that evil replaces good, wrong is accepted as right, and people don’t speak up and stop this insanity. Yet this is not how I should be thinking. How about you? Love keeps no record of wrongs. I used to keep a mental scorecard of everyone who has wronged me, and sometimes I still pull that old scorecard out and look it over, but again God doesn’t want me to do this. Do you struggle with this too? Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Where does truth come from? I’m learning only from God’s word. God expects so much more from us. 
     Paul goes on to teach us that love always protects. I have to ask myself if I always protect, and my answer isn’t always, how about you? Love always trusts. I am not even sure what this means. I guess it has to do with forgiveness.  When asked how many times do we forgive our brother? Jesus answered 70 x 7. Paul continues, love always hopes. When we hope we trust God is doing what we can’t do. I’m getting better about hoping for what God does want, how about you? Love always perseveres. God’s love is always there for us, and I’m still working on this too. How about you. We can learn a thing or two when it comes to love. Paul knew what God wanted from us, and we have to listen and then apply this to how we deal with others in our lives, because Love never fails. 
     So when is love appropriate? It is always appropriate. I am a work in progress, how about you? I pray you will commit this scripture to memory so the Holy Spirit has it to remind you when you fail to love. I know I’m not perfect, but that’s no reason to quit working at being more like Jesus. How about you?Mike’s Musings
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Dearest family, [image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/h/he/heart_19470c.jpg]

     I want to thank you all for the heartfelt cards, prayers, calls, and baskets from the pantry. I also want to thank from the bottom of my heart those who have been picking up groceries for me. 
     True family is having to be apart for whatever reason, and never losing the closeness, love and fellowship with each other. Our hearts are ONE! 
     I am kicking cancers butt. I have my good days, days in the hospital because hemoglobin drops low, days I just sit here in my cabin and watch God’s nature outside, because I am too tired to do anything else. 
     They took me off chemo for the month of May (Happy Birthday month) and the hemoglobin went from 5 to normal range 13/14 for women. I am back on the chemo pill but in a smaller dose of the same pill. I have to get my blood work drawn once a week for a couple of months to make sure all counts are good. 
     One constant in my fight against this hereditary breast cancer is my Lord! Praise God for his love, courage, companionship, encouragement, strength (when I just can’t do it on my own) and faithfulness to see me through. I can do this! Especially with HIM. 
Love and hugs to you ALL!   Jolene Rogala


“From banana bread to blessings, from vegetables to verses and rhubarb to rest oral, our COS family sure knows how to be there when the need is greatest. Your prayers, phone calls, cards and particularly your uplifting humor have been an enormous boost during the last few months. Now that chemo is over, l look forward to a full recovery and worshiping with you all again. Could have never done it without you. Danna and I thank the Lord for our church family.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/th/thanks_12382c.jpg]

The Marvins
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Update for June, 2020

Romans 10:13-14
“For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? Anyhow can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?”

Dear friends, 
We have joined together in an outreach to the neediest-of-the-needy in rural Uganda. The church is one body and, together, an impact is being made that could not be done if there were only those going. There are also those supporting us to travel into places far and wide to share the love of Christ. Our passion is that as we minister practical help and empowerment, Christ would be magnified and glorified in our actions. Each person we meet, near and far, is a person with a choice to call out to the Lord and be saved! Paul exclaimed, “How can they call on, believe in one they have not heard of?” Thank you for sending us to share the good news, the hope that doesn’t disappoint, JESUS, with widows and orphans who are hurting. We are able to share this love with beautiful Ugandan people because of partnerships like yours. Church of the Straits has been a part of this long-term impact. Many of you have also partnered with our family in caring for the orphans and widows of Uganda. This is God’s call and God’s vision. We are all part of this opportunity! Thank you for coming alongside our family! To God be the glory! 
In his service, 
Kate Walugembe 

 

 



















































































The COS Boiler is very sick!
The church needs $25,000 to replace the boiler and nursery heating system. There will be a Congregational Meeting immediately following worship on Sunday, July 5th to approve the replacement of the old boiler and nursery heating system. Please plan to attend and vote. Thank you.[image: ]


Due to continuing need, the Food Pantry will be open EVERY OTHER WEEK on Wednesdays at 10am, starting July 8th. [image: ]
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Below is from our UMC District Superintendent:

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Northern Skies:     
     I hope you and your families are well in these challenging times of COVID-19. It is heartbreaking to see the growing need all around, especially among those least able to weather the economic impact being felt.
      Business and school closures have placed a burden on so many families in the Upper Peninsula, and the number of first-time visitors to local pantries and mobile distributions is overwhelming. During the first seven weeks of Feeding America-West Michigan’s food bank COVID-19 response (March 16-May 3), 537,663 lbs. of food was distributed across the UP. This represents a 48.2% increase from the same time in 2019. Meanwhile, the food bank is strapped for resources and spending more than ever on food purchases as retailer donations are plummeting due to high consumer demand at grocery stores.
      In this atmosphere, I am joining with my ELCA, Episcopal, Roman Catholic, and Jewish counterparts in inviting the greater faith community to join together in support of those who have fallen through the cracks because of the COVID-19 crisis, by participating in a gift matching opportunity. (Please see the attached description)
      The Davenport Foundation, the Hoover Foundation/Episcopal Diocese of Northern Michigan, Reynolds Foundation and Superior Health Foundations have provided a $50,000 matching grant in our effort to raise $100,000.  Together we are working to raise matching donations to fund mobile and local food for across the U.P.
      Every $1 helps provide 4 nutritious meals for children and families. That means parents who lost their livelihoods can still feed their children. Your gift today, sent to the district office from where it will then be forwarded, will help neighbors through dire times like these.
      Thank you for considering a donation as we unite together to feed the hungry.
     Faithfully,  Rev. Scott Harmon


** If you wish to donate, please make checks payable to Church of the Straits, with UP Food Drive on the memo line. Thank you. 
Operation Shoe Box
We continue to collect shoebox[image: ]

items throughout the year.  
These are just suggestions. Any shoebox item is welcome!
             July is clothing month –
    Socks[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\occ july.jpg]

                                 	   Underwear
Shoes / Sandles	
Mittens / Hats
			   Bandanas
                                       Small purses, totes	

“One of my favorites in my shoebox was white socks because in the orphanage you get bad quality socks that always stink and have holes in them.”–Timur, Central Asia

One child in Grenada was delighted to find his shoebox packed with underwear in his exact size. His family was so poor that they could not afford to buy this for him.

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/A/A0/A04year03oc.jpg]

The Desert Shall   
         Blossom!
     Where there is need, God is always bringing new life, often working through the church but sometimes using Christians and others in the secular realm.
     At England’s University of Sheffield, scientists have learned to grow gardens from discarded mattresses in refugee camps. In Jordan and other dry regions, the foam “soil” soaked with a nutrient solution lets vegetables, fruits and herbs grow with far less water than usual. Syrian refugees who were already farmers “have made the project their own, growing things we never thought … possible in the desert,” says professor Tony Ryan.
     But more than plants are flourishing! The greenery amid a barren landscape boosts mental health. The work experience will help people land jobs. Families learn new skills and eat more healthfully. And the gains go both ways, as scientists learn to apply research in the real world.
     As God promises, “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert … shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing” (Isaiah 35:1-2, ESV).

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\2009-01-12 Newsletter graphics\mixed messages (2).jpg]

Mixed Messages
     For their summer offering, Sunday school students donated money to a missionary family. Before teachers sent a care package overseas, they asked students to write short notes, letting the recipients know they were in children’s prayers.
     “The family is pretty busy,” one teacher mentioned, in case the kids hoped to become pen pals. “You might not get a response, but it’s kind of you to write.”
     When teachers collected the messages, they chuckled at what one brutally honest child had written: “We’re praying for you, but we don’t expect an answer.”
[image: ]
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Get ready to 
ROAR!
VBS – Aug. 10 - 14






Ages 4 – 6th grade. Volunteers needed!
     VBS runs from 9:00 am – noon.
Music, crafts, games, Bible Stories, snacks and more! Call Judy at 436-8682 for more information.







[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\kid0720b.tif]

Vacation Bible School is an important part of our community! Each year the kids who come to COS hear the good news of Jesus through VBS, some for the very first time! It has always been done well, but at a cost. It takes a village – in this case a church. In preparing for VBS this year, in order to not put a burden on the budget and help offset expenses, July 19th  will be “VBS Sunday”. Specially marked envelopes will be available for your contributions. Please prayerfully consider helping with the planning and costs associated with this worthwhile and important community event. Thank you.
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
           Adult Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
**We will continue with one service for  
    the time being at 10:30 a.m.









* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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All I can say is that is has been soooo good to see some of you again in church on Sunday morning.  I have missed you terribly and I have so enjoyed our corporate worship once again.  I know it will be awhile before we get back to normal, but we have to wait patiently and allow people to come back when they are ready.   We want to be safe and deliberate in getting there.

I have also enjoyed being able to use Facebook and the website to keep in contact with you over these last few months.  It has allowed us to reach many more people than we ever have before.  I intend to continue with the mid-week mini messages as long as I can, and as long as I can come up with something to share . 
 
By the way, do you ever feel like you are a little discombobulated (Actually the word means to be confused.  I just like using the term because it is a big word).  Our lives are not what is considered normal.   Doctoring and haircuts have had to be delayed.  We have to practice social distancing, can’t hug (I cheat a little here when it’s needed), wear masks, be judicious in our hygiene, etc…

We were created to be in relationship and these restrictions, although important, really cramp my style.  I am a hugger and a handshaker, and I just have to temporarily retrain myself to be less “intimate” for a season.  I am grateful that this retraining does not have to be done when it comes to our relationship with Jesus Christ.  In fact, I have drawn closer to him though all of this.  When life gets heavy and different remember Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gently and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Jesus is our anchor, our safe place.  He takes us through all the stuff of life and walks beside us along the way.  He doesn’t take the burden off or we wouldn’t learn, but he makes it lighter and joins with us in the journey.  

You can try to do it all on your own and you may succeed to some degree, but there is nothing like walking with Jesus who loves us and wants what is best for us.  Even the final journey, as difficult as it may be, can be a joy when walking it with Jesus because he will be with us for eternity and whatever temporal struggles we have will pass away the moment we enter into eternity with Him.

God bless you all,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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		July 6		Knox Wilson				July 29		Gay Schoenknecht

		July 8		Mary Stanley				July 31		Deb Miller

		July 9		Kylie Reed

		July 10		Cobe Robertson				ANNIVERSARIES:

		July 11		Cynthia Thompson				July 1  		Caleb & Courtney Jaggi

		July 13		Rian Esper				July 1  		David & Stephanie Skeels

		July 14		Jerry Archer				July 3 		Ron & Mary Cooper
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		July 18		Addie Pietrowski				July 14		Mike & Donna Canales

		July 20		Vicki Bryers				July 23		David & Sherry Paquet

		July 21		Lyn Benefiel				July 24		Jerry & Estella Smith

		July 23 		Dick Spayde				July 25		Nick & Dee Nickerson
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WORLD NEWS

ww.northernlightsministries.org

ail us: northernlightsministr : = MAY 23, 2020

reetings,

Hello from one of the warmest days in Mackinaw this year! We can't believe we are still in Mackinaw City! Mission life in
ganda has taught us to roll with the punches—we certainly are! While the world struggles to get back on her feet, we have hunkerec
>wn—but not without purpose! We have stayed busy relocating this month to a cabin in Mackinaw City. We are still in touch with ot
gandan side of the globe and doing everything we can to support and encourage. We are eager to go back. During our extended time

Michigan, we have continued raising awareness of the work in Uganda. We continue to update friends through online meetings—
aying connected is such a blessing!
ack in Uganda, things have continued to be dire! While the cases of corona are relatively low (145 positive as of today), and there
have been no deaths, widespread loss of income and foc
sources are rampant. In addition to the pandemic, Lake
Victoria water levels have risen rapidly. Rains have not
stopped since October! Villages are being flooded from
both these factors. Our fellow humans are struggling.
Budumbuli, where we have worked since 2003, is a
swampy area and could be impacted horrifically if
nothing changes. Please pray for Ugandans—for
provision, for protection, for leaders. Recent events here
in Michigan definitely give us glimpses of how bad it car
be and IS in Uganda right now.
Above: some pictures of the floods in Uganda— completely wiped out villages and markets.
fe want to THANK YOU for being a part of this outreach! We are feeling spurred on to help and serve like never before! God is so
>od, he has loved us with an everlasting love. Your gifts continue to help us serve families through immediate relief in troubled times
>u have been a part of showing God's love to widows and children in need. As we continue to reach out to the neediest-of-the-needy,
'gether, we want you to know how special your involvement is! This month we had a special donor match opportunity— toward the
npowerment of families, and of our family serving in Uganda! We are thrilled and thankful that this donor match has been met! We
«pect to exceed the goal of s4500 this month! Thank you for your gifts! Thank you for
stepping up! There is still a great need and we continue
to ask for your support in this time! Pictures of goats
purchased for families in need through our ongoing
animal project (left and right).

Partnerships like yours are the backbone of this
ministry! We enjoy sharing about this great work.
Our family has enjoyed time with friends and family in
the USA but we long for the day we can hop on a
plane bound for Uganda. We trust that may be soon
and have committed to be here through June (as

Uganda is still locked down). We would love to
share more with you about how God has directed
us and we'd love to hear more about you and how you are doing!
Perhaps this is the month God has asked you to make a commitment to partner with our famil
in service to Ugandans! We are doing many phone and online meetings and would happy to
chat more in a way you are comfortable! Please reach out! Stay safe! We hope to hear from
you!
In his continued service,

Peter & Kate (Levi, Aiden, and Eliana)
Checks can be written to: “Pioneers " 10123 William Carey Dr. Orlando, FL, 32832 with a separate note
—"Peter and Kate Walugembe #111654" Online giving option available through our sending
organization: https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-project.aspx (account
1M654)
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"Lord, be with our children's ministrg
staff as they plan. prepare. and put oN
our VBS this gear. Give them creative
ideas to reach children, give them
peace when times get stressful and fill
their bearts with jog as they faithfully
complete gour work."
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WATER WORKS!

The gospels record Jesus’ miracles, many of which involve water.

Directions: Using the illustrated equations, fill in the blanks to describe each
miracle. Use the Bible references for help.

0 Water changes to
>+ 8

JOHN 2.1-T1

Heals a man born

X e X - K +

JOHN 9

MATTHEW 8:23-21

LUKE 5:1-T1

Walks on
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MATTHEW 14:22-33
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Puzzlel

Fit the names of these Bible-times places in the puzzle.
Then write the circled letters on the lines below, in the
order found, to find out where your citizenship is.

Tyre Sidon Kedesh Ephesus Philippi

Cana Berea Sychar Corinth Bethlehem
Rome Lycia Galilee Iconium Jerusalem
Gaza Athens Ephraim Damascus
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BIRTHDAYS: July 26 Mackenzie Jutson

July 1 Carter Jaggi July 26 June Potter

July 6 Knox Wilson July 29 Gay Schoenknecht

July 8 Mary Stanley July 31 Deb Miller

July 9 Kylie Reed

July 10 Cobe Robertson ANNIVERSARIES:

July 11 Cynthia Thompson July 1   Caleb & Courtney Jaggi

July 13 Rian Esper July 1   David & Stephanie Skeels

July 14 Jerry Archer July 3  Ron & Mary Cooper

July 16

Levi Walugembe July 9 Lowell & Maribeth Barnett

July 16 Myran Thompson July 10 Brad & Samantha Reed

July 18 Addie Pietrowski July 14 Mike & Donna Canales

July 20 Vicki Bryers July 23 David & Sherry Paquet

July 21 Lyn Benefiel July 24 Jerry & Estella Smith

July 23  Dick Spayde July 25 Nick & Dee Nickerson

July 25  Carl Strieby July  28 Dutch & Deb Miller
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