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     I am human just like you. I struggle with everyday situations, and at times, I fail to look at all like Christ. I say this because I want to talk about what Christ wants from us after we turn our lives over to Him and become a Christian. I have lived a lot of my life not serving God, and thinking only of myself. I was 20 years old when I accepted Christ. It was also when my life took a terrible turn. You see, I didn’t know what being a Christian really looked like and I’m sure I didn’t ask anyone either. Instead, I tried to do it on my own, using my own intellect to guide me. I looked more like the world than like a Christian. That was my first mistake because in Proverbs 3:5-6, it says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”Mike’s Musings

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Mike Canale.jpg]

     Next thing I didn’t do is read God’s word to guide me. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” I’ve found in later years of my life that most answers I was seeking were all spelled out in God’s word if I just would have taken a look.
     As my life went on, I messed up most every relationship I had. I came from a dysfunctional family and never really learned what a good relationship was. I know now that all good relationships have similar parts: 1) regular communication, 2) respect, 3) trust, and 4) love. I didn’t know or realize I needed to be talking to God regularly to have a relationship with Him. If you didn’t talk to your partner or close friend for long periods of time, would you have a good relationship with them? I can tell you I hadn’t tried to pray to God much except when I was in bad need of help, or in trouble that I didn’t know how to get out of. I can’t tell you how much I wish I would have asked someone about this subject. Colossians 4:2 (NLT) says this about prayer, “Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful heart. We also see in Matthew 26:41 it tells of the importance of prayer, “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” I think we can all say we respect God, but do we always trust Him? I know that over the years I have learned to trust God. Love is not always on our minds when we think of relationship, but it should be, because God tells us to love our neighbor as yourself in Mark 12:31.
     All this being said, I want to leave you with this scripture that has helped me have a great relationship with God, but most of all with others. Here it is, Galatians 2:20 (NIV) “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” One last question for you to ponder - Are you in a relationship with Jesus, or are you walking through life doing it your own way?

Due to Community Needs, the Church of the Straits Area Food Pantry will continue to load groceries in the trunk of your car on Wednesdays, from 10 am – 11am through the month of June.[image: ]

Sincere thanks to the many in the church and community that have generoulsy supported the Food Pantry with groceries and money. There is definitely a need, as more and more families are coming each week. As always, donations are accepted at the church M-F, 9 am-
2 pm. Money donations are also appreciated. 
 
“We are not called to feed the 5000.  Only to provide the loaves and fish.”
                           ~Dallas Jenkins “The Chosen”


Operation Shoe Box
We continue to collect shoebox[image: ]

items throughout the year.  
The suggested item for June is:
             June is toys month –[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Sharable-Billboards_June.jpg]

                                       Dolls 
                                       Jump Ropes	
			   Slinkys		deoderant          Small Balls
			  Matchbox Cars
                                      Yo-yos	


[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/t/ti/tithes_7120c.jpg]

A Huge Thank You to those of you who have sent in their tithes and offerings to the church. By continuing to tithe, the church was able to balance April and May expenses with income. This helps us to continue to do well financially until we can resume regular Sunday worship. We appreciate your continued support. Tithes and offerings can be dropped off at the church M-F, 9am-2pm, mailed in, or we now have on-line giving available on our website: thechurchofthestraits.com. Thank you!


Dear S.A.R.M. Kids:[image: ]

                            Love, Shannon
As we anticipate corporate worship starting May 31st, here are a few things to keep in mind:
(watch for updates from Pastor Dave on Facebook, the website, or call the church office)

· Seating will be in every other pew. Tables have been cleared from Fellowship Hall and chairs placed 
6 feet apart, facing the TV screens. Obviously, couples/families may sit together, 
· Bulletins will be placed on each chair and in each pew on Friday afternoon.
· We strongly suggest you wear a mask. If you don’t have one, there will masks available. Also, please dispose of your mask either in the wastebaskets or at home.
· No passing of offering plates, there will be one central basket to drop in your offering.
· There will be no nursery provided for the time being.
· There will be no coffee hour at this time.
· Fellowship Hall will be dismissed first, then row by row in the sanctuary to allow social distancing.
· Hymnals and Bibles have been removed from the pews temporarily.
· We will be SO thankful and happy to be worshipping together again, please be cognisant of the feelings of others. Some will be tentative and that’s okay.  
Because nothing can “separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39), 
we will gather to respond in worship and praise.



















Get ready to 
ROAR!
VBS – Aug. 10 - 14
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\VBS 2020\ROAR 1.jpg]
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Ages 4 – 6th grade. Volunteers needed!
     VBS runs from 9:00 am – noon.
Music, crafts, games, Bible Stories, snacks and more! Call Judy at 436-8682 for more information.
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              “Pet Food”
              Pantry
Every Tuesday, 11am – noon
Mackinaw School
Sponsored by
The Harbor Springs
Humane Society
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
           Adult Sunday School 10:15 a.m.
**Plans for 2 summer services are being 
                discussed – stay tuned!









* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

I don’t know where this Pandemic rates in comparison to others in previous generations as far as death and impact on our world, but because it is currently what we are going through, we feel the pain and weight of its impact. To see families not able to see their loved ones in the nursing homes or hospitals while they are sick (and in some cases dying) is painful to watch. The restrictions, the fear, the unknown, the loss of work, etc… all play a role in the weight of this ordeal. [image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/h/ha/hands30.jpg]


We will get through this because we serve a Sovereign God who will carry us through it. We always have hope because we believe in a hope filled God. We have a God who conquered sin and death on our behalf in Jesus Christ. We have nothing to fear. 

I want to remind us of the greatest Pandemic (or other crisis) there has ever been. It wasn’t a virus or a bacteria.  It wasn’t a World War or a cataclysmic phenomenon. It didn’t just affect a larger percentage of people on earth, it affected all of humanity. It manifests in the cruelest of ways, such as, murder, rape, abuse, stealing and lying.  It breaks up marriages and leaves people broken. It leaves people greedy and jealous, selfish and unforgiving. It leaves an empty hole in one’s life that nothing on earth can fill.  It leaves people without hope and it thrives on the lies of an enemy called Satan.  

This Pandemic was introduced in the Garden of Eden and Adam and Eve were struck with it when they participated in its poison. The virus, the bacteria, is SIN. We all are affected by the same sin, but we have an antidote that is found in the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary.  

I wish we were more concerned about this all-encompassing pandemic than we are about the coronavirus.  Sadly, some people die from the coronavirus. All who reject the life-giving salvation in Jesus Christ will die an eternal death. But equally so, it has a 100% success rate to those who will receive the treatment, which is Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. There will never be that kind of success in treating the coronavirus.  

I pray these last few months have given you a new or renewed perspective on the most important things in life.  I pray you see the value of gathered fellowship in its absence and corporate worship. I pray you understand like Thomas when Jesus said to him in John 20:26ff, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, ”Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him. “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

We are truly blessed,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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