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          “Who Am I?”
     In today’s world we need to know what we stand for and who we are. I want you to stop for a moment and ask yourself what makes you, you? Our identity is important to the heart of God. That is why the bible is filled with affirmations of our identity in Christ. Psalms 139:13-14 says, “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  2Peter 1:3 says, “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”
     I want you to see who God says you are through scripture. Please take time and read these so you know God has made you special.Mike’s Musings
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· You are a child of God. Galatians 3:26 “For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”
· You are chosen. 1 Thessalonians 1:4(NLT) “We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own people.”
· You are no longer a slave, but an heir of God. Galatians 4:7 “So we are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.”
· You are God’s handiwork. Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepares in advance for us to do.”
· You are an Ambassador for Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:20 “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”
· You are not alone. Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
· You are strong. 2 Corinthians 12:10 “That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
· You are blessed. Ephesians 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
· You are the temple of God. 1 Corinthians 6:19 “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;”
· You are forgiven 1 John 2:12 “I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name.”
· You are justified. Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
· You are free from sin. Romans 6:22 “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.”
· You are light. Ephesians 5:8 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light.”
· We are more than conquerors. Romans 8:37 “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”
     So remember when someone has said you are something you are not, this is what God has said about you. Read these verses often maybe even memorize them for the word of God does not lie.

Operation Christmas Child
We’ve gathering items to fill boxes in November. These are just suggestions – look for items on sale or clearance!
June is Toys month! Little cars, balls, jacks, jump ropes, Slinkys, Yo-yo’s, small dolls, puzzles, etc.. We can always use: activity pads, note pads, coloring books and items for older boys.
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Florence Tracy, who passed away April 26, 2022
Janet Olt, who passed away April 29, 2022

There will be a Memorial Service and luncheon for 
     Duane Darrow on Saturday, June 4th at 11:00 am.
There will be a Memorial Luncheon for Florence 
     Tracy on Tuesday, June 14th at 2 pm. 
Salads and or desserts would be appreciated for both, thank you.
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Congratulations to this year’s Mackinaw City Graduates!
Travin Barley
Gabriella Bell
Jalen Dewitt
Raeann Hingston
Ella House
Evelyn Johnson	Olivia Lidy
Maya Robertson	Jaren Valot



“The fact that I can plant a seed and it becomes a flower, share a bit of knowledge and it becomes another’s, smile at someone and receive a smile in return, are to me continual spiritual exercises.”  
                                   ~ Leo Buscaglia
VBS has been scheduled! [image: ]

VBS is August 8th – 12th  from 9am – noon with the Friday Parent Program from 12-12:30 pm. 
Our theme this year will be SonRiseNational Parks!  
Come to a land of invigorating power and beauty where there is nothing between you and God’s big sky! Kids will enjoy the thrills of daily treks where they can face extreme challenges and learn to depend on the promises of Jesus. VBS is open to age 4 – to those going into 7th grade. 
     Please prayerfully consider being a volunteer. If you have any questions, please contact Ranger Judy in the church office 231.436.8682.  Thanks!  **Planning Meeting Thursday. June 23, 10am
SARM April and May Activities and Events
     It was a busy spring, starting with the Easter Bunny Lunch, SARM Organization Fair, Color Fun Run and Cooking Class.
     I would like to thank all of the people that volunteered for all of these activities and events. For the Organization Fair, I would like to thank the Mackinac City Lions Club, Mackinaw City Chamber of commerce, Mackinaw City Women’s Club and the Mackinaw Historical Society.
     Looking forward to a fun summer… Sunday Sundaes are back and as cool as ever. SARM also has a miniature golf outing at Animal Tracks and the Big Ticket Festival in Gaylord planned. Please contact me for any information an upcoming events. 
Thank you and God bless.
Shannon Cooley, Youth Director





 









Jim is a happy “mower” now, thanks to the very generous gift of a new riding lawn mower from Ric Campbell!![image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\mower_24475c.jpeg]



 Community Blood Drive Mackinaw Woman’s Club and St. Anthony Catholic Church are hosting a Community Blood Drive on June 14, 2022, 11:30 am to 
5 pm, at the St Anthony’s Parish Hall.  Appointments are preferred but walk-ins are welcome.  Call Donna Falor at 231-445-0151 or visit Versiti.org/miblood and search ‘Mackinaw’ to schedule your appointment on-line.[image: ]
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Easter Bunny Lunch
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Color Fun Run
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Organization Fair
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and Carl Strieby
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Laura Jackson
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409  *no longer a parsonage phone
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 



The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
      **Summer Worship at 10:00 a.m.
           Sunday June 26 – August 28
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

What makes me an American citizen?  I guess there are only a few ways in which someone can claim to be an American citizen.  Either you were born here, one or more of your parents is an American citizen, or you have become a citizen through the process the government has created to make you one.  I think I have covered all the bases on this but if I haven’t someone can correct me.  

What makes you a Christian?  The same process for American citizenship doesn’t work for Christian citizenship.  Being born to Christian parents doesn’t make you one.  Being born in a Christian country does not make you one.  Even knowing how to answer all the questions on a Christian citizenship test doesn’t make you one.

So what makes you a Christian?  Many people claim to be a Christian but exclude the necessity of the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ as a must for belief.  Many claim to be a Christian based on their somewhat frequent attendance at a church.  Some claim to be a Christian because they believe in a generic God and they are fairly moral people.  Some claim to be a Christian because they live amongst Christians and know enough to talk the talk.

So what makes you a Christian?  Perhaps a better way of identifying these peculiar people called Christians would be to call them followers of Jesus Christ.  That is by definition what a “Christian” is.  Since the bible clearly indicates that Jesus is the only way to God, “I am the way, the truth and the life.   No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (John 14:6)  A follower of Christ seeks to do what Jesus desires him/her to do.
To follow Jesus also means to “deny ourselves and take up our cross” (see Mt. 16:24).  There is an undeniable connection to Jesus through the cross.  We believe that Jesus’ death on the cross was more than an example of love.  It was atonement (payment, redemption) for our sin.  He paid for something that we could not pay for.  His death had efficacy (an effect) upon us!  We can’t be called Christians unless we accept that we are sinners and we need to confess and repent of our sin and ask that Jesus pay for us as we begin our journey of following Him.  We accept his redeeming grace and become his child forever.
So now I know what it means to become a Christian, the next step is to start acting like the One we are following.  He gives us all the help we need as he providentially gave us his Word and the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us into all truth.  We need to start living for him because he died for us.  Some are just starting this journey, some are stuck in this journey, some are making great progress in this journey and some are slipping in this journey, but we all are in this journey together.  Join me as we continue to walk in the ways of Jesus and by the way, Happy Easter!  He has Risen indeed!
Love you dearly in Christ,[image: ]



  
Pastor Dave
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

								 		Men's Brkfst 9am				Men's Group 9am

				 				 		 				 

								Bible Journaling 2pm						Duane Darrow

								 		 				Memorial 11am

		 		 		 		1		2		3		4

		Communion						 		 				 

		 		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Pinecrest 2pm		 						Men's Group 9am

		AA3pm				PPRC 6:30pm		Bible Journaling 2pm

		Prayer Group 6pm				 

		5		6		7		8		9		10		11

		Youth Ministry Sunday								 				 

		Sunday Sundaes - DQ		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		Florence Tracy		 						Men's Group 9am

		AA3pm				Memorial Lunch 2pm		Bible Journaling 2pm		Willing Workers  10am		 

		Prayer Group 6pm						 

		12		13		14		15		16		17		18

		Father's Day												 

		 		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		 				VBS Planning 10am				Men's Group 9am

		AA3pm				 		Bible Journaling 2pm		 

		Prayer Group 6pm						 		 

		19		20		21		22		23		24		25

		**Worship 10AM

		 		Wmn's Bible Study 3pm		BOG Mtg 7pm		 

		AA3pm				 

		Prayer Group 6pm				 

		26		27		28		29		30		 		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		June 2		Nick Nickerson		June 19		Grace Chase		June 4		Jerry & Sandy Prior

		June 4		Mike Ware		June 20		Ginny Brew		June 6		Dave & Lisa Wallis

		June 5		Dee Nickerson		June 21		Leah Charboneau		June 12		Jamey & Kim Jutson

		June 8		Meridith Cole		June 21 		Bill Ptashnik		June 18		Les & Laura Jackson

		June 10		Carol Grebe		June 22 		Scott Newman		June 26		Peter & Kate Walugembe				 

		June 11		Sandy Prior		June 22 		Mary Jane Boyke		June 26		Rodney & Edie Bennett

		June 12		Erin Masters		June 27		Ava Thompson

		June 13		Jerry Prior
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“If any want to become
my followers, let them
deny themselves and
take up their cross
and follow me.”

Matthew 16:24, NRSV
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BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

June 2 Nick Nickerson June 19 Grace Chase June 4 Jerry & Sandy Prior

June 4 Mike Ware June 20 Ginny Brew June 6 Dave & Lisa Wallis

June 5 Dee Nickerson June 21 Leah Charboneau June 12 Jamey & Kim Jutson

June 8 Meridith Cole June 21  Bill Ptashnik June 18 Les & Laura Jackson

June 10 Carol Grebe June 22  Scott Newman June 26 Peter & Kate Walugembe

 

June 11 Sandy Prior June 22  Mary Jane Boyke June 26 Rodney & Edie Bennett

June 12 Erin Masters June 27 Ava Thompson

June 13 Jerry Prior
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