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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Janet Schaefer
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2019
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     Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items throughout the year. Below is a suggested item for the month. 
     There is a collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have a ‘BIG’ packing party. The monthly item is only a suggestion – anything on sale that you think a child would love, is fine!
March is quality crafts month – knitted, 
crocheted, sewing or no-sew items
“I collected and bought pillowcases from friends and thrift stores, and am turning them into tote bags. These are easy to do by cutting them in half, and then using grosgrain ribbon for the handles!”
– Annette M.
Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ March – Sue Kohs
April – ???
May – Ross Bell
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.
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Adult Game Night, Thursday March 21st  from 6:30-8:30ish. Snacks provided. Join us for Games, Fellowhip & Fun! Bring a friend or two.“It’s better to bite your tongue than to eat your words.”          ~ Frank Sonnenberg

     I’ve been thinking about what it means to live a successful Christian life. What does it look like in our life and how do we achieve it? I’ve come to the conclusion that it is about us getting rid of self and being filled with the Holy Spirit. That sounds like a lofty goal and it may feel like you don’t know how to do it. When Jesus was preparing his Disciples to go out and share the good news he shared some advice for them and it is good advice we can take for ourselves. In Matthew 10:38-39 it says, “Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”Mike’s Musings
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     I didn’t understand this idea for years. Selflessness is what I need to be, so I need to put all of my selfish stuff on the cross. I found out quickly that when I don’t have time for others or get hurt by what people say to me I need to hang that on the cross too. When I think I can’t afford to give to those that are in need I need to send that to the cross. Paul says this to the people in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Then he tells them the benefit of doing this later in Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” I don’t know what is going on in your life but I want these things in my life. 
     I’ll leave you with this idea. When we live selflessly, everyone benefits including you. Don’t wait to start going to the cross daily and nailing yourself to it, because soon you will see the fruit blooming out in places you never knew you needed it.
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“There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature – the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.” ~ Rachel Carson
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Betty Douglas, who passed away January 27, 2019 *

*There will be a Memorial for Betty Douglas, here at COS on Saturday, May 25th at 11:00 am.


Ash Wednesday Service will be held at St. Anthony’s on Wed. March 6th at 7:00 pm. This is an ecumenical service for both churches.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/a/as/ash_16761c.jpg]
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A Faith Journey
     A family was heading on vacation: two little ones were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As Dad locked the house and Mom secured the garage, an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and spoke through an open window. “Where are you going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are you taking?” the friend asked with a knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do you know where you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the night?” Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you traveling with?” The children broke into grins and shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!” 
     On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely where we’re headed or how all our needs will be met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our loving God who is fully aware of the twists and turns ahead; the loving Parent who promises to care for us wherever we go.
Youth Program update:

Thanks to all who attended and volunteered at the youth information meeting, we had a very successful meeting. Erin, the Young Life Director, was very informational, thorough, and excited for our vision for Mack City Youth.

Our goal is to have the middle school club opened by mid-March. Please include the youth club in your prayers.

We are looking for a couple of couches for the youth room at church and the club room at the MC Rec Center. They should be very comfortable, clean, and in good condition. Please contact me at COSmackcity.youth@gmail.com or my cell, 630-485-8944.

Thank you, Vicki











Naomi’s Leukemia Benefit[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\naomi2 (3).jpg]

Sunday, March 3rd
4 – 7 p.m.
at St. Anthony’s Parish Life Center
600 W. Central Ave. 
Pancake Buffet Supper
Includes: Scrambled Eggs, Biscuits & Gravy, Hash-browns, Ham, Sausage, Juice and Coffee
50/50 Drawing  ~  Silent Auction  ~  Bake Sale
Cost by Donation
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     WinSome Women is a Christian-based organization that presents bi-annual retreats featuring award-winning speakers and music, together with worhip and prayer. It is a unique fellowship of women from all walks of life and denominations. The 1 ½ day retreats are held each spring and fall at the historic Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island.
     Mark Your Calendar for the Spring Retreats
            May 14 &15, 15 & 16, and 16 & 17
The special rate for this retreat includes registration fee, round-trip Shepler’s ticket, accommodations and dinner on the day of arrival, breakfast and lunch on the day of departure, all taxes, gratuities and baggage handling fees. 
     Come, be encouraged and inspired this year with best-selling author Liz Curtis Higgs and award-winning musician Tammy Trent along with speakers Peg Arnold and Emily Klotz. Learn of God’s faithfulness and compassion.  Register Now!
www.wswretreats.org or call Shirley Harburn for more information – 517-256-1969.
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What would you say if someone asked you “What is your story”?  I am not talking about witnessing a crime or narrating a story of what you did the other night.  I am talking about sharing with someone the story of your life.  This question has been asked differently to many an elderly person as they near the end of their lives.  I am so enriched by those who have stated that their story is infused with a journey in faith with Jesus Christ.

We don’t have to wait till the end of our lives to ask ourselves that same question. What would be the most important part of your story?  Would it be your successful working career, your accumulation of stuff, your family?  Or would it dwell on the negative things that have occurred in your life and how you responded to those things?  Would any of that story have as a significant part of it, a growing personal relationship with Jesus Christ?

If my life does not weave into it a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, a life that is changed and moved by that relationship, then my story is incomplete.  God says through Paul in his letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:4), “God wants all men (all of humanity) to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  God knows full well that many will not respond to his offer of grace but, praise God, many do.

Think about the thief on the cross who had a story to tell (Luke 23:39-43).  Almost his whole life may have been wasted on self and sin but what would be say in his story?  I imagine he would spend more time talking about his new found relationship with Jesus on the cross with him, then he would about the previous decades of his life.  Why?  The number one reason was that his relationship with Christ was the most important thing that ever happened to him.  It erased the previous decades of failure and sin because he was a forgiven child of God.  Number two, when he came face to face with death nothing else but Jesus mattered.  Number three, he wanted to forget the negatives and focus on the positive.  Reason #2 and #3 would be erased by the death and later resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The atonement for sin made the previous sins, although regrettable, forgiven and forgotten by God as He states through the Psalmist (103:12), “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”

With all this in mind, what about your story?  Is Jesus woven into the fabric of your life in such a way that nothing else even comes close in importance?  I love my family dearly and they are so important to me, but Christ is more so.  I want Jesus so woven into my story that no one in my family can doubt that Jesus is Lord and I want them to know it too!  If Jesus is not yet an important part of your story, invite him in now!  Then you can change your story to include him.

Love you all,[image: ]




Pastor Dave  
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JAYS OF

CREATION

Play this game to remember when
God made each of his masterpieces.

What you need:
* Paper
* Rulers
* Pencils
» Markers or crayons
* Dice
* Bibles (open to Genesis
1:1-2:3 for reference)

What you do:

1. To make game boards,
draw a grid with four
rows and seven columns,
totaling 28 squares.

2. Across the top row, write
DAY 1 in the first square
and continue through
DAY 7.

3. Take turns rolling one die,
or all players can roll at
once. For the number
rolled, draw something
God created on that day
(in the correct column).

4. When you fill an entire
row, draw a smiley face
in the DAY 7 square. The
first player with two
smileys wins.
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Decode The da

At this time of year, God’s creation “springs” to life.

HS

Directions: After reading Genesis 1:1-2:3, write the correct Creation day
number under each picture. Then add up each day’s total and
write it on the correct blank below.
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Group 9am

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 1 2

Communion Food Pantry 10-11am

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am   Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Naomi Gomez

    

Benefit 4-7pm  PPRC 6:30pm

St. Anthony's        

3

4 5St. Anthony's 7 pm    

6

7 8 9

 

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple III 6pm

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Kate's Kids

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group 5pm Pinecrest 2pm Willing Workers 10am

Disciple III 6pm BOG 7pm Game Night 6:30pm

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Group 9am

  Evangelism 11am 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 

AA 3pm

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple III 6pm

31          

BIRTHDAYS:

March 1 Lucas Hunt March 18 Stephanie Skeels ANNIVERSARIES:

March 1 Lily Hunt March 18 Jack Keck March 25 Richard & Darlene Krueger

March 2 Jameson Jutson March 23 Tim Zabik

March 3 Kristina Heilman March 24 Todd Kohs

March 4 Amy Rogala March 24 Jane Spayde

March 6 Judy Churchill March 27 Kate Walugembe

March 8 Jean Hunt March 29 Bud Stone

March 10 Emilia Laninga March 29 Karen Spencer

March 11 Sherry Paquet March 29 Sarah Morse

March 12 Georgia Prillwitz March 30 David Miller

March 14 Laurel Birk March 30 Jennifer Morse-Griffin

March 14 Peter Ryan March 30 Steve Toth

March 14 Brad Reed
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