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          I grew up with my grandfather living in our home. From my child like perspective, he was a giant man, about 6’2”. He was a quiet man, and yet he had a strength that oozed from him. He was not a church going man, but in speaking with him, I always felt he and God had a relationship. He taught me to be a strong man and stand by what I believed to be true. Thinking what truth I can pass on to you, this verse jumped out at me. Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise.” 
     I’m not sure what you have going on in your life today, but this scripture holds a truth that you can hold onto. God can be trusted to keep his promises! Here are some truths I am standing on. 
     Jeremiah 29:12 “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.”
     Deuteronomy 31:8   “Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD will personally go ahead 
of you. He will be with you; he will neither fail you nor abandon you." 
     Joshua 1:9 “This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
     Isaiah 41:10 “Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
     Philippians 4:6-9 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
     We sometimes forget the promises God made, but I want you to know God never forgets he made these promises to you. He will follow through even if we do forget them. I encourage you to stand strong and know, just like my grandfather taught me, stand for what is truth.Mike’s Musings
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Don’t forget to ‘spring’ forward Saturday night, March 12th before you go to bed… you don’t want show up to church when everyone else is leaving!
[image: https://s3.amazonaws.com/static.samaritanspurse.org/occ/images/occ-printable-resources/2017/dl/occ-logo-1200x1200.jpg]

Operation Christmas Child
We’ve gathering items to fill boxes in November. These are just suggestions – look for items on sale or clearance!
March ideas are quality crafts. Pinterest has great ideas for items to go in the shoeboxes. Knitted, crocheted, and no-sew items. We can always use: activity pads, note pads, coloring books and items for older boys.
           Victory in Jesus![image: ]

     My mom tells a story of me as a preschooler, swinging in our backyard and singing loudly (and off key, I’m sure): “Oh victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He socked me and bopped me with His redeeming blood. “Though that isn’t an example of how to effectively share Jesus with your neighbors, the mistaken words might contain a nugget of truth.
     In 1939, a stroke partially paralyzed hymn writer Eugene Bartlett. Bedridden and unable to perform anymore, he penned his final, most beloved song, “Victory in Jesus.” The actual lyrics read: “O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever. He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood.”
     It’s beautiful to realize that Jesus did indeed seek me out and pay the ultimate price for me. But sometimes I forget – and that’s when He “socks me” and “bops me.” Jesus loves me too much to let life’s chaos and struggles distract me from Him and what He’s done. Let’s all remember to celebrate our victory in Jesus!   ~Janna Firestone


On a cold January day, I was visited by two lovely ladies carrying a basket of goodies. They came in and visited and caught me up on the church news. I do appreciated this visit and the work of the willing workers.  ~ Nan Keck
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If you wish to order Easter Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils, Azaleas, or Hydrangeas to decorate the sanctuary for Easter please fill out this form and return it to the church office no later than March 31st. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

GIVEN BY: _________________________________________
All flowers are in 6” pots.
Lilies, Tulips, and Daffodils = $14 each
Hydrangeas and Azaleas = $28 each

Make check payable to: Church of the Straits, with the memo area marked “Easter Flowers”.  
Mail the form and payment to:   
Church of the Straits 
PO Box 430 
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 

Please indicate your choice:  

____Lily    ____Tulip   ____ Daffodil 

                _____Hydrangea     _____Azalea























 













S.A.R.M. Happenings
February SARM brought the Baked Potato Fundraiser back to the community. It was very well received! I would like to say “thank you” to everyone that attended and donated to this fundraiser. Also to the parents and youth that helped to make it a success.
Looking forward:  
March 6 is Youth Ministry Sunday, during church, after Children’s Time with Pastor Dave. Later that day is SARM’s Sunday Bowling and Pizza Lunch. We will meet at Spare Time Lanes in Cheboygan at 1 PM. All 3rd-8th graders welcome, and as always bring a friend! 

SARM is bringing back the Easter Bunny Lunch on Saturday, April 9th, 11am-1pm for all kids. Some of the activities include a “Cake Walk”, lunch, Easter Egg Hunt and more. If you could bake a cake, cupcakes, or fancy cookies, we could use the donations. Also accepting donations of individually wrapped Easter candy for the eggs.
Much love and God bless,
Shannon Cooley, Youth Director
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and Carl Strieby
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Laura Jackson
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409  *no longer a parsonage phone
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.









          
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
[image: Matthew 11:28-30 Feeling Weary On Today? God Is Calling ...]

I have a copy machine in my office that challenges my patience sometimes.  The issue is that it doesn’t do a good job of grabbing the paper to print.  Whether I put 1 page in the tray, 10 pages in the tray or 25 pages in the tray.  Oftentimes the same result.  Computer says no paper in tray or misfeed.  If I assist the copy machine it works fine.

Now I am used to this need of assistance.  Sometimes I am very patient and other times I want to throw the printer out the door.  It got me to thinking about what God wants to do with me when I am always in need of His assistance.  Like the printer, I am not always working the way God designed me to work.  I keep sinning from time to time. I am not always listening to His still voice.  I am doing my own thing when He is asking to do something else.  It must frustrate God!

But what gives God great joy is when I ask for His assistance.  When I know I am not living correctly and I am stuck, He wants me to reach out.  He isn’t annoyed like I am with the printer, He deeply wants to help.   1 Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you!”  Ideally, we as parents desire our children to do the same thing.  Let us know when you are stuck or hurting because we love you and care for you and it is never annoying or bothersome to tell us what you are experiencing.  How much more this is the case with our Heavenly Father. 

Elsewhere in Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  Notice he says “come to me”.  He wants us to go to him with our burdens so they can be lightened.  That isn’t annoying, that is love.

Please recognize that you and I are never bothering God when we go to him with our problems.  He wants us to do it and he wants to help.   God has never been annoyed by us approaching the throne of grace to ask for help.  What frustrates God is when we don’t do that.  

He wants to help!  Let him in!
[image: ]

Love you,


  
Pastor Dave
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

								Ash Wednesday 7pm						 

				 		PPRC 6:30pm		Service at St Anthonys		Men's Brkgst 8am				Men's Group 9am



								Bible Journaling 2pm		 

				 		1		2		3		4		5

		Youth Ministry Sunday						 		 				Men's Group 9am

		SARM Bowling 1pm		Missions 1pm		 		Pantry 10am						 

		AA 3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm				Bible Journaling 2pm

		Prayer Group 5pm				 

		Adult Sunday Study 6pm 6		7		8		9		10		11		12

		 								 				 

		AA 3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm		 		 		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

		Prayer Group 5pm						Hand Bells 12:30pm		Willing Workers 10am		 

		Adult Sunday Study 6pm 						Bible Journaling 2pm

		13		14		15		16		17		18		19

		 												 

		AA 3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm		BOG 7pm		Pantry 10am		 				Men's Group 9am

		Prayer Group 5pm				 		Hand Bells 12:30pm		 

		Adult Sunday Study 6pm 						Bible Journaling 2pm		 

		20		21		22		23		24		25		26

		 

		AA 3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm		 		 		Easter Flower

		Prayer Group 5pm				 		Hand Bells 12:30pm		Orders due!

		Adult Sunday Study 6pm 				 		Bible Journaling 2pm

		27		28		29		30		31		 		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		March 1		Lucas Hunt		March 14		Brad Reed		March 6		Jim & Diane Stevens

		March 1		Lily Hunt		March 18		Stephanie Skeels		March 25		Richard & Darlene Krueger

		March 2		Jameson Jutson		March 23		Tim Zabik

		March 6		Judy Churchill		March 24		Todd Kohs

		March 8		Jean Hunt		March 24		Jane Spayde

		March 9		Jill Westhuis		March 27		Kate Walugembe

		March 11		Sherry Paquet		March 29		Bud Stone

		March 12		Georgia Prillwitz		March 29		Karen Spencer

		March 14		Peter Ryan		March 30		Steve Toth
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Complete the Scripture verses (NIV, unless marked)
using letters found in the words

F Y
o SAINT PATRICK’S DAY @@

See! The winteris _ ___ : the rains are over
and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season
of singing has come. (Song of Solomon 2:11-12)

“Therefore, if your whole body is full of light, and no
partofit _ it will be just as full of light as
when a lamp shines its light on you.” (Luke 11:36)

When | consider your heavens, the work of your
fingers, the moon and the

you have set in place, what is mankind that you
are mindful of them ... ? (Psalm 8:3-4)

We all, like sheep, have gone
each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the

and members of the household of God.

(Ephesians 2:19, ESV)
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A wondervous

David’s prayer of repentance reveals a desire to be cleansed of his sin.

Directions: Unscramble the words on the left. Then match them with the
correct phrases from Psalm 51 (NIV) on the right.

ETRCAE out my transgressions (v. 1)
HSAW away all my iniquity (v. 2)

RSEEROT me with hyssop, and | will
be clean (v. 7)

me, and | will be whiter
than snow (v. 7)

your face from my sins (v. 9)
out all my iniquity (v. 9)
In me a pure heart (v. 10)

a steadfast spirit within
me (v. 10)

LBTO to me the joy of your
salvation (v. 12)

WHSA me a willing spirit, to
sustain me (v. 12)
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Ash Wednesday 7pm  

  PPRC 6:30pm Service at St Anthonys Men's Brkgst 8am Men's Group 9am

Bible Journaling 2pm  

  1 2 3 4 5

Youth Ministry Sunday     Men's Group 9am

SARM Bowling 1pm Missions 1pm   Pantry 10am  

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm Bible Journaling 2pm

Prayer Group 5pm  

Adult Sunday Study 6pm 

6

7 8 9 10 11 12

     

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm     Men's Brkfst 8am Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group 5pm Hand Bells 12:30pm Willing Workers 10am  

Adult Sunday Study 6pm  Bible Journaling 2pm

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

   

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm BOG 7pm Pantry 10am   Men's Group 9am

Prayer Group 5pm   Hand Bells 12:30pm  

Adult Sunday Study 6pm  Bible Journaling 2pm  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 

AA 3pm Wms Bible Study 3pm     Easter Flower

Prayer Group 5pm   Hand Bells 12:30pm Orders due!

Adult Sunday Study 6pm    Bible Journaling 2pm

27 28 29 30 31

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

March 1 Lucas Hunt March 14 Brad Reed March 6 Jim & Diane Stevens

March 1 Lily Hunt March 18 Stephanie Skeels March 25 Richard & Darlene Krueger

March 2 Jameson Jutson March 23 Tim Zabik

March 6 Judy Churchill March 24 Todd Kohs

March 8 Jean Hunt March 24 Jane Spayde

March 9 Jill Westhuis March 27 Kate Walugembe

March 11 Sherry Paquet March 29 Bud Stone

March 12 Georgia Prillwitz March 29 Karen Spencer

March 14 Peter Ryan March 30 Steve Toth
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