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                 Hope![image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Mike Canale.jpg]

          I’ve had more time to think during this shelter in place order than I normally do, and yet I struggled with what I wanted to write about.  Then I thought what are people looking for? Hope! Hope is what the world needs and what Christians have.Mike’s Musings


     You may say to me I’m not good at telling people about God. Or you might ask if there must be other people who are better at that then me? God’s word says in 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have.” There it is. God tells us through Peter that we must be ready. No excuse, but you may ask, what do I say?
     I like to keep it simple, I tell people my story. How I came to find Jesus in my own life. It isn’t hard to do that. We already know why we need Jesus. It’s because all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. So we all have been where someone who doesn’t know Jesus. Many have no hope so something like Covid19 makes them afraid of what could happen to them or others that they love. Without Jesus there is no hope.
     So I ask you this sobering question, you have the secret to eternal life, would it be fair to keep that from anyone you meet? I think not. Take the time to tell others about what you hope for and give them something that they can hope for too. Jesus wants you to do this. He will give you the words to say if you ask him. Don’t delay because as you know life is short and we have no promise that we will be here tomorrow.  You may be the difference between someone knowing Jesus or dying and going to hell.

[image: ]

Due to Community Needs, the Church of the Straits Area Food Pantry will continue to load groceries in the trunk of your car on Wednesdays, from 10am – 11am through the month of May.
As always, donations are accepted at the church M-F, 9am-2pm. Money donations are also appreciated. 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”    Matthew 25:40


Operation Shoe Box
We continue to collect shoebox[image: ]

items throughout the year.  
The suggested item for May is:
           Hygiene Items
“I absolutely loved the washcloth. As an orphan I had to share a towel with about 20 kids. So when I got the washcloth I actually thought it was my own personal towel.”–Vladimir, Asia
     “The toothbrush meant a lot because before I had to share my toothbrush with 25 other girls.”–Yuri, Honduras


Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month 
someone is responsible to find people 
to serve coffee hour. Please continue 
to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. 
Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or 
the office.[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/c/co/coffee_10973c.jpg] 

→ May – Ross Bell	tentative
June – Janet Schaefer

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/l/lu/luther_19482c.jpg]

              Martin Luther
     Most people know Martin Luther as a theologian and as the father of the Reformation, but he also happened to have some pretty relevant advice for communities dealing with the coronavirus.
     Back in 1527, a deadly plague hit Martin Luther’s town of Wittenberg and he wrote a letter to a friend (Volume 43, pg. 132: Whether One Should Flee From a Deadly Plague – To Rev. Dr. John Hess), explaining how churches should deal with such complicated circumstances.
     “I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God.”

[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/c/cr/cross_20451c.jpg]

Trust the Artist
We must offer ourselves to God like a clean, smooth canvas and not worry ourselves about what God may choose to paint on it, but at each moment, feel only the stroke of his brush. … It is the same with a piece of stone. Each blow from the sculptor’s chisel makes it feel … as if it were being destroyed. … All I know is that I must stay immobile in the hands of the sculptor. … I have no idea what he is doing … but I know his work is the best possible.
                                        —Jean Pierre de Caussade

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\birds_17273c (2).jpg]

Fed by the Father
God loves his little birds; for all
his tender care he shows;
a single sparrow cannot fall
but its Creator knows. …

God loves each little bird; but still
more tender is his care
for children who obey his will,
than for the fowls of air.
~Anonymous
[image: ]















































Submitted by Ann McClue

“A Mother wants the will of God for her child. Though not having Mike and family close will be difficult, we know that God has a plan, because He is the One who blessed Mike with the position with the Village of Mackinaw City, and now God has opened another door for Mike and family.  For that I am grateful and comforted, in spite of today's circumstances.

Mike Karll lived in Mackinaw City and served the Village of Mackinaw City as the
DPW Superintendent for 6 years and I could not be prouder of his accomplishments!  He will be missed by so many.

Mike had an awesome idea creating and coordinating the Christmas Tree Decorating celebration.  I pray that event will continue.  Mike, with the help of his staff, was able to bring the community together to celebrate the birth of Jesus and light up the Village during this wonderful season.  I can't tell you how the glow of those lights in the sky warmed my heart every evening as I looked north from my home on a hill in Levering.  That's my boy and family over there!!!!

In those six years Mike married sweet Michelle and they gave birth to their two sons, George, now 4, and Harvey, now 18 mos.  They were blessed with a beautiful home and lived their dream of having a small farm raising chickens, turkeys and goats.  They take so many cherished memories from Mackinaw City.

What a fantastic beginning to their married life together!  We wish them many blessings as they continue to pursue happiness!"
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The church office remains open M-F, 9am-2pm if you have any questions or concerns. Pastor Dave has been doing 2-3 uplifting mini-messages a week on Facebook. You can also find them on YouTube or the church website.

The Food Pantry is accepting donations during regular office hours. Distribution is on Wednesdays from 10-11am. Anyone is welcome!

Church Tithes can be mailed to the church, dropped off during office hours, or there is now a ‘giving option’ on the church website.












“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can drown out the thundering noise of an entire world.”
~David Jeremiah
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Peter & Kate (Levi, Aiden and Eliana)
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Checks can be written to:
	Pioneers
	10123 William Carey Dr. 
	Orlando, FL  32832
	must have separate note – “Peter and Kate Walugembe #111654”

Online giving option available through our sending organization:
https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-project.aspx    (account 111654)

email:  northernlightsministries@gmail.com    Phone:  734-635-6741 (Kate’s number while in USA)

































































continued on the back  →

















continued…

Instead, Paul added one of those conjunctions that speaks of a yesterday and connects it to a tomorrow. I have finished my course, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.

We can be sure that God said to those who write the records of the martyrs above, “This is not the end, just write ‘More to follow’. Another chapter follows, and that chapter will have no ending.” There is a tomorrow for the people of God because there was a tomorrow for Jesus Christ our Lord.

Paul wrote:  “The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Then he added, “Comfort one another with these words.”

And what a comfort this is! It is a promise to every Christian that has bade good bye to loved ones in Christ. You will see them again! There is another chapter and it will have no ending.

Love you,[image: ]




Pastor Dave



A note from S.A.R.M.

                     The lord will fight for you; you need only be still.    Exodus 14:14

I have been talking to God about a lot lately. Having so much run through my mind, sometimes it’s hard to sort things out and God brought me this message. WOW!!  It is so hard for us to just be still and trust in the Lord. I want you all to know I am thinking of you, praying for you and can’t wait for summer and S.A.R.M. to heat up and have fun.
Much love and God bless,
Shannon Cooley
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During the recent quiet time at the church, I have been busy planning and preparing for VBS in August. We are praying that we will be able to welcome children from the community August 10-14 for this fun, faith-filled week. The program this year is ROAR! Life is wild – God is good. A safari based theme, it seems like the perfect collection of stories, crafts, music, snacks and games, especially after all the kids have been through lately. 
		Day 1 – When life is unfair – God is good!
		Day 2 – When life is scary – God is good!
		Day 3 – When life changes – God is good!
		Day 4 – When life is sad – God is good!
		Day 5 – When life is good – God is good! 

Kids will discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life – something called “God Sightings.” Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!

Please continue to pray that we can have VBS as scheduled. We will need volunteers to make this a success. Let me know if you can help! Thank you, love you!   Judy Churchill

Straits Talk Newsletter
May 2020
[image: ]



         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.








* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The following article was written by my Grandfather, Rev. Webster Callaway, just before he and my Grandmother died in a car accident Easter weekend of 1977. He wrote it in the local newspaper (This article was found last week along with a letter mom wrote to all her kids and grandkids). Grandpa didn’t know he would die that week but 
                              “The Story Has No Ending”[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/f/fl/flowers_17501.jpg]

This account of the life of Jesus Christ is the only biography known to man that does not end with death and burial. The only record of a human life that joyfully hastens onto the next chapter after the last. 

The biography of Jesus is a short sketch in the book of Matthew, but it tells the story of the birth and life and death of a man, including the burial. Friends begged his body and tenderly placed it in the tomb, and the Roman soldiers placed the official seal upon the grave in compliance with the Roman law. The grave was closed and sealed. There ends the human biography, in the twenty-seventh chapter.

Then amazingly, we find another chapter! It is there because for the first time in human history it became necessary to get out the pen again and add another chapter, not annotation, not footnotes or summary, not editorial comment or human eulogy, but continued authentic biography of the man who had died in the previous chapter.

This man is talking and eating, walking with his friends on the Emmaus Road, and sharing truths about the Kingdom of God. He is telling men to go into all the world and preach the gospel. 

How can this be? His enemies had sealed the grave and written Finis. They had satisfied themselves that challenged their sins and their selfishness.

But this man was alive again! They saw him. They heard him. They touched him. He called his friends by name and he cooked fish on the sandy shore and said, “Children, have you any fish? I have some breakfast for you.”
Yes, it is an entirely new chapter. There is now a certainty of victory over death, death that taken every man and tracked him with that lipless, toothless grin; death that waited as he went from the cradle to the grave and then wrote “The End.”

Jesus Christ is alive, having made a fool of death. There is another chapter to life, for Jesus is risen. He is no longer in the grave! What does this mean to you and me? For example, look at the apostle.
We have biographical material about Paul. He was educated by the finest teachers. He became a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin, which is equivalent to being a member of the Supreme Court of the United States. He stood high among the orthodox Pharisees, the strictest sect of his people. But on the Damascus road he was suddenly converted to believe and trust in the One whom he had hated. He was filled with the Holy Spirit, commissioned, and sent forth to preach the gospel everywhere. He went forth from place to place preaching the word, establishing churches, writing encouraging letters to the new churches.

Paul faced death. According to the logic of death, the next words should have been “The End,” for soon after, Paul knelt on the flagstones of a Roman prison and the executioner severed his head from his body with a sword.                                                                                                                                       (continued on back)
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		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		May 2		Brenda Bell		May 22		Jolene Rogala		May 1		Rob & Judy Most

		May 5		Judy Hurlburt		May 24		Austin Martin		May 3		Larry & Jennifer O'Brien

		May 6		Linda Gwilt		May 24		Phyllis Stemkoski		May 13		Dick & Jean Hunt

		May 6		Greg Pietrowski		May 27		Chuck Brew		May 14		Todd & Laura Janeczek
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		May 12		Sarah Hartman		May 29		Denise Thompson		May 17		Les & Cathy Brey

		May 14		Herb Plaunt, Sr		May 29		Laurene Irwin		May 23		Doug & Ramona Boyce

		May 15		Alvina Williams

		May 16		Linda Moore
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The pictures below show a glimpse of our life in Uganda (we are still in the USA)
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Hello friends, We trust that the Lord is keeping you well during these very difficult times of the coronavirus pandemic. Let us remember
to follow guidelines and keep each other accountable and safe. Let us also remember to pray for those who have contracted the virus,
lost their loved ones, and lost their jobs/livelihood. The whole world is on lockdown and this includes Uganda where we serve and call
home. We are still in the USA. Our plan and hope was to head back toward the end of March. Now we find ourselves in unknown
territory, like many of you. For us, this means we can't travel back to Uganda at this time. Uganda’s borders are closed to incoming or
outgoing traffic. We respect the guidelines and new mandates given by both countries. We pray this pandemic clears sooner than
expected. In the meantime, we will do our part in keeping us all safe. We are together in that!

We have been blessed to visit many friends and nearly all our partnering churches during our time in Michigan. It is our honor
to stay in your homes, to hear your stories, to share ours, to fellowship over a meal or a cup of coffee. We thank God for each of you!
Our family was welcomed into all these places-homes, churches, families. We are so grateful. The partnerships we have with each of
you help propel the love of Christ throughout the globe. Here is what our partners have supported through prayer and giving:

—Empowerment Projects: animal projects, widows’ craft group, bed-building projects

—Advocacy for the neediest-of-the-needy: education and protection of orphaned children, support for widows and elderly

—Guidance and spiritual support: Discovery Bible Studies (student and community led), trauma counseling, life coaching

Since we became aware of the hopelessness and loneliness of many orphans and widows, we have followed God’s lead in
ministering to them in a way that brings immediate love and everlasting hope. Jesus gave the best example for us to follow! He
summed it up in Isaiah 61, “...the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives, and release from darkness for the prisoners.”

We want to be all about what Jesus was all about. We plan to continue reaching out with the love of Christ.

Programs for empowerment, advocacy, and guidance will continue to minister to the broken, counseling and comfort are
delivered to the hurting and desperate, youth are trained in Discovery Bible Studies and equipped to share the same. Only with the help
of partners can these goals be accomplished. We are thankful for partners who make this work possible! There is a great need for
further partnering to continue reaching out to the broken and hurting in Uganda. When the world is hurting, that is not the time to step
away. Itis the right time to press in, to press on, and to show the love Christ has shown each of us. We know the challenges of this
changing world are many, we can't claim to have all the answers or to know how things will unfold. Christ has called us—each of us—
for such a time as this. When the world is dark—may his light shine ever brighter. And may WE be the ones to carry the torch.

Right now there are children from our program at our home, in Uganda, because of government mandated school closures.
We had planned to be back in time to receive them for their break, but obviously could not have foreseen this. We need to send
emergency food support and basic needs to some of our families and to the kids coming to our house in our absence. Peter’s sister,
Catherine, and our trusty guard, John, are there to watch them, but they need to be supported as well. Our extended stay in the US is
impacting the children and families we work with. Even in our eagerness to return, we trust God with the details. We continue to reach
out in Christ’s love to these precious children and families.

With Love, Peter& Kate (Lewi, Aiden, and Eliana.)
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What in the world?? WALUGEMBE’s: Our plan had been to return
to Uganda by end of March/early April. The pandemic has made
that impossible at this time. We continue to work from home,
update supporters, stay connected and helpful to our Ugandan
friends and family, and work to raise partnerships to return once
this pandemic is contained. We are still in Mackinaw City where we
have been housesitting for dear friends. We need to find new
temporary housing by the end of May. We pray the pandemic will
be minimized to a point where it is safe to travel back to Uganda
shortly thereafter. It is not feasible that we could travel before
June. We could use an RV or motorhome at my parent’s house, or
housesit in a staff house or summer home not in use. This is
temporary and we appreciate any leads for safe housing for our
family in this scary time. As we gear up and prepare for our return
to Uganda, we continue to seek partners who are willing and and
excited about all God has in store. Partnerships make the work of
God possible. We want to thank those who have made monthly
commitments to this vital service! Lives are being touched and
saved! You are empowering us to continue the work of reaching
out to the neediest-of-the-needy. You are a gift and a blessing to
this world! To join our partnership team, please click the link:
https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-
project.aspx (account 111654)

Our prayer is to find 10 more partners who can join our team with
s100/month. We find the pandemic has brought us to our knees.
But in that posture, we can be still and know that he is God. We
can pray for his will. We have sought his will more than ever in
this time! We know that God is calling us to dig in, to press on, to
continue in his service! Is God asking you to partner with us in this
endeavor? Would you partner with us this month?

In his continued service,

Peter & Kate (Levi, Aiden, and Eliana)

Checks can be written to:

Pioneers

10123 William Carey Dr.

Orlando, FL, 32832

must have separate note—"Peter and Kate Walugembe #111654"

Online giving option available through our sending organization:
https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-proj

(account 111654)
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IransformationPOWER
” Just as the caterpillar becomes a butterfly, *
God transforms us from old to new.

Directions: Cross out the backward letters. Write the remaining letters in order in
the spaces below to complete 2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV.

dANRYHONA9E, COHRIISIT, NJIENW,
CAREAATINOSN, JCOSME, JOLAD,
GOONES, SNECW, HEERDE

Therefore,if Isin_ _ ___ _ ,
the . __ has _ _ _ _
The ___has__ _
the IS |

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17, NIV
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HANGED!

Make this cute puppet to show
and tell the amazing story of

metamorphosis. /I/Vy J‘

7

What you need:
e Needle and ¢ Scissors
string * Googly eyes

e 12 small e Glue
pom-poms ¢ Coffee filter

* Wooden e Markers
craft stick

What you do:

1. Sew pom-poms together
to make a caterpillar body.
Tie off that string.

2. Thread another string up
through the first pom-
pom, leaving 12 inches to
dangle. Repeat with the
ninth pom-pom, leaving
two dangling strings.

3. Wrap those strings around
opposite ends of the stick,
adjusting their length to
about 6 inches. Tie in place.

4. Glue on eyes.

. Flatten the coffee filter
and draw a symmetrical
design on it. Pleat in the
center to create wings.

6. Move the caterpillar
puppet by holding the
stick. Glue on the wings
as you describe the
transformation into a

butterfly.

n
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WALUGEMBE wharintie WORLD NEWS

April 17, 2020

Hello friends!

Well, our regular “Walugembe World News" has a new form this month: *“What in the World?!” It sure
seems we are living a nightmare in many ways. The global pandemic is first on most minds across the world.
Nations all over the globe have been impacted and continue to forge through in the best ways each country
can come up with. One thing is for sure—this pandemic has brought many things to its knees: countries,
states, governments, police forces, hospitals and staff, businesses and the economy. Plans have been put aside
and canceled: schools, graduations, churches, events, shopping, etc. How is this impacting you and your loved
ones? We want to hear back from you. We want to pray for YOUR situation in the face of this pandemic. As
the world seems to be screeching to a halt in all these ways, many find themselves in a new pace of life. How
has being brought to our knees impacted us? For our family, we continue to follow the social distancing
~measures, shop only every 3 weeks, and watch clips of the news to keep updated on the latest (without being

‘overly locked in on it). One thing hasn't changed- our faith in a good God! In times of greatest stress, we
continue to seek his will.

BESTILL AND KNOW THAT T AM GOD! psaim 46:10 BE STRONG AND COURAGEDUS AND DO NOT BE AFRATD!s0shua 1:9

What in the world?? UGANDA: The country is in total
lockdown right now since 3/31. To date, only 54 cases
have been found. Since they all came from students
and business men returning from outside countries,
the border was closed. The executive orders from
President Museveni have been swift, solid, and
strategic. For example, in addition to not allowing any
flights into or out of the country or any traffic through
land borders, residents of Uganda are not allowed to
leave their homes, ride in cars, or use any public
transportation. Only food vendors are allowed to be in
business. And they have to sleep at their shop—they
cannot return home. Doctors and nurses must sleep at
the hospitals and not return to their families. For a
country where most live day to day on very little, this
has come at a cost. Limited shopping is allowed—how do you get there? Many, if possible, have to walk many
miles to get what they need. There is a curfew for shopping to be finished by 2pm every day. After 7pm, there
is no movement outside homes allowed. Special permits must be obtained to use any car to move anywhere.
These are not easy to get. Even emergency vehicles have to get permission to travel. There are already stories
in these few weeks of deaths due to starvation. Lives have been lost to medical emergencies—such as
accidents and even women giving birth—because they cannot get to hospitals. The situation is grim.

At our home in Uganda, Peter’s sister is taking care of things. Our guard, John, had his house robbed in the
night while he was guarding our home. Petty crimes are on the rise as people are desperate for basic needs or
using the lockdown as a chance to take for themselves. All our students are out of school. Some have come to
our house, where they can stay and quarantine in safety. They are still responsible to keep studying and we
have to send support for them to print notes at a local print shop. The major concerns have been basic needs
and safety.
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PRAY FOR oUR CHURCH

"God. let oor chorch be a great
infloeNce in our commonity throogh oor
VBS. We want goor perfect love to be at
the foundation of oor city, and we pray
that we spread goor love. Let our doors
be open and oot bearts be welcoming to

all kids and their families. Let goor
goodness shine through vs.”
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BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

May 2 Brenda Bell May 22 Jolene Rogala May 1 Rob & Judy Most

May 5 Judy Hurlburt May 24 Austin Martin May 3 Larry & Jennifer O'Brien

May 6 Linda Gwilt May 24 Phyllis Stemkoski May 13 Dick & Jean Hunt

May 6 Greg Pietrowski May 27 Chuck Brew May 14 Todd & Laura Janeczek

May 7 Tim Vieau May 27 Aubrie Reed May 15 Bob & Lyn Benefiel

May 12 Sarah Hartman May 29 Denise Thompson May 17 Les & Cathy Brey

May 14 Herb Plaunt, Sr May 29 Laurene Irwin May 23 Doug & Ramona Boyce

May 15 Alvina Williams

May 16 Linda Moore

   

We pray we can get back together soon. Stay safe and God bless! 

At this time there are no gatherings scheduled. Please keep in contact with the church office.
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		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		May 2		Brenda Bell		May 22		Jolene Rogala		May 1		Rob & Judy Most

		May 5		Judy Hurlburt		May 24		Austin Martin		May 3		Larry & Jennifer O'Brien

		May 6		Linda Gwilt		May 24		Phyllis Stemkoski		May 13		Dick & Jean Hunt

		May 6		Greg Pietrowski		May 27		Chuck Brew		May 14		Todd & Laura Janeczek

		May 7		Tim Vieau		May 27		Aubrie Reed		May 15		Bob & Lyn Benefiel

		May 12		Sarah Hartman		May 29		Denise Thompson		May 17		Les & Cathy Brey

		May 14		Herb Plaunt, Sr		May 29		Laurene Irwin		May 23		Doug & Ramona Boyce

		May 15		Alvina Williams

		May 16		Linda Moore
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