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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box[image: ]

Thank you for filling the OCC Donation Box this year. There will be a “shoe box packing party” on Wednesday, November 13 at 11:00 am. There are empty boxes if you and your family would like to fill one. Boxes need to be back to the church NO LATER than Thursday November 21st.  If you can’t fill a box, money is always appreciated to help with the cost of shipping the boxes. 
Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy ChurchillMike’s Musings
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Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Tuesday each month at 1:30 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy desserts. Everyone is welcome to join us! 


           HELP!! 
This year we have no one to host the Community Thanksgiving Dinner. We are looking for several people willing to head the Dinner. We have a template of what is needed. Contact the office if you are interested.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\dinners_4282c.jpg]



On the first Sunday of the month at 6:00 pm, Pastor Dave will hold an informal Healing Service. Everyone is welcome to come.[image: ]
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
      → November – Laura Jackson
      December – Rose LaPointe
       
     What is in a name? I was   [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Mike Canale.jpg]

 reminded recently about this 
 very subject. In the Song of 
 Songs 1:3 it says, “Pleasing is 
 the fragrance of your 
 perfumes; your name is like
perfume poured out.” This  
scripture is talking about the name of the one’s we love. Their name is like perfume poured out. 
     When I first met my wife Donna her name was like this to me. When I heard her name, I would light up. Even to this day, her name has this affect. That is what love does to a person. Solomon was talking about the ones we love but he was also speaking of Jesus metaphorically. The Bridegroom is Jesus and the Bride is the church. God wants Jesus’ name to be like perfume poured out. A sweet fragrance that we want to savor like young love.
     At times in my life, Jesus didn’t come first. I was trying to be in charge of what I did. I can say from experience this didn’t work out so well. I wasn’t in a relationship with him. Sure, I went to church. I may have even said a prayer or two. (Only when I needed something.) I thought I was walking the right path. But in thinking about what a relationship is all about I can see I was only doing a halfhearted attempt at a relationship with Jesus. I can’t imagine what Donna would do to me if I treated her that way. Only spending time with her on Sunday, only talking to her when I needed something. You get my drift. 
     To build a solid relationship I’ve found you have to work at it daily. God created man for relationship with Him. He blesses us even though we only do the minimum to be in relationship with Him. I challenge you to think differently about your relationship with God. Give Him all your love and I bet you will see more blessings in your life than you can handle. Let Jesus’ name be like perfume poured out. A fragrant reminder of the one who loved us first.  
The Sacred in the Everyday!
All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just happen to have steeples. And all of the people in our lives are saints; it is just that some of them have day jobs and most will never have feast days named for them.
                                                    ~Robert Benson, 
       Between the Dreaming and the Coming True

 What If…
     Can we ever really know what is going on with someone else? I’ve asked myself this question, and I don’t believe we can. Your pain is personal to you, but God knows your pain. He knows you so well because He made you. I have to believe that He uses our pain to shape us and make us more than we were before.
     I read a story once about how a silversmith of 
Welcome to our new    
   Youth Director!
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Janice Wallis, who passed away October 2, 2019.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marilyn Cole, who passed away October 19, 2019  


Please, please let the church office know when you leave Mackinaw City for your ‘winter home’. Newsletters are returned and the church is charged for return postage costs. We want to stay connected to you and hope you feel the same way. Thank you![image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bi/birds13c.jpg]
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   2020 Stewardship 
The 2020 Stewardship Campaign may be over, but it’s never too late to return your pledge card if you haven’t already.

Dear Jesus, 
Which part of your body would you have me be today, this week, this year? Feet to walk with those in need, ears to hear another’s story, eyes to see beauty in others, or hands to give from the bounty you gave me? Show me what to do.   Amen.
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Senior Chair Yoga  every Tuesday at 10:00 am. Deb Downing leads the class for balance, range of motion, and breathing through yoga. Wear comfortable clothes and bring water. Men, women, all are welcome!  


The Food Pantry will open for the 2019-2020 season on Wednesday, November 6th from 10:00am – 11:00 am. The Pantry will continue this schedule for the winter months. Donations can be dropped off at the church M-F from 9:00am – 2:00pm. Cash donations can be made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry. If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe at 436-5307.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\food_11984c.jpg]

Hello Church of the Straits, my name is Shannon Cooley and I am happy and excited to announce that starting November 1st, I am the new Youth Director for the church. I have so many new ideas for the youth program and can’t wait to get started. The youth program is for all youth 9 through 14. My hope is to grow a fellowship, friends and fun youth program, welcome to all children. For more information, please contact me thought the church or email me at cooleyshannon46@gmail.com. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the youth in this community.

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\Youth\78be112f5260616ca9cffc966ca56fab.jpg]

     Youth Event!!!
Hey kids, join us for a Treasure Hunt, Sunday, November 10th from 3:30-5:00 pm at Church of the Straits. Help us find the True Treasure in Life. Dress for the outside, cookies and hot cocoa provided. Open to ages 9-14. Bring a friend!


Men’s Breakfast meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday of the month. Come, bring a friend and join in for food and fellowship![image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bf/bfast_5751c.jpg]
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Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour on Saturday night, November 2nd ! You don’t want to miss Church on Sunday!
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Men’s Accountability Group meets each Saturday morning at 9 am. Come for coffee and discussion. All men welcome. 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  SERVICE - COS together with St. Anthony’s Catholic Church will hold the Annual Community Thanksgiving Worship Service on Tuesday, November 26th at 7 pm. The service will be held at Church of the Straits. Please join us for this special holiday tradition.[image: http://s14635.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/scamalert.jpg]
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The Missions Committee has named Sunday, November 10th Mission Sunday. This year the Northern Skies District 2019 Mission is the Iron Mountain First United Methodist Church. The church was built at its original location in 1881. The church was moved two blocks to its present location because of gradual settling of ground due to mining operations. The church was placed on a rock ledge which led to the motto, “The Church Built on Solid Rock.” In 1883 the church had 114 members. 
     Today the church has 70 members with an average attendance of 34. They have started a Car Care Clinic, helping needy families with oil changes and minor repairs. They do a monthly community meal, they help support the Alms fund that supports ex-convicts, they support the Caring House a domestic violence shelter and also have a food pantry.
     They are now facing new challenges – they put on a new roof, installed three new furnaces, new carpet and a chair lift, making the church handicap accessible. However, when the chair lift was installed, the wall was opened up and it was discovered that the wooden foundation had rotted away and soil was caving in under the altar area causing the Fellowship Hall to flood with water and soil. Money is needed to install a 20-foot cement foundation to make the building safe and waterproof for continued worship of an awesome God. 
     On Mission Sunday, there will be envelopes in the bulletin to help support this church. Please prayerfully consider a donation, no matter how large or small. Thank you.
Email Scam Alert   
     from UMC Communications.
     We have become aware of an email scam that is specifically targeting United Methodist congregations across the U.S. In most cases, a new email address is being created in the pastor's name and directed to members of the congregation. These fake emails typically ask for money in the form of a gift card. This email scam has hit multiple UMC congregations in Michigan and within other conferences as well.
     Congregations are warned to be very careful on how they reply. We recommend all congregants to read their emails carefully and know that the church will NEVER send an appeal for money or gift cards by email. If a congregant receives a suspicious email they should always check with the pastor or church office by phone or in person before sending money, buying gift cards or providing personal information.
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/p/po/poinsettias_18267.jpg]




If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

GIVEN BY: _________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $11.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Friday December 6th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to Church of the Straits. 
Church of the Straits,
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 





























The Church of the Straits Food Pantry workers are holding a Food Fundraiser this year. We are asking those who would like to do something special for the Advent Season to fill a box or basket for our pantry so we can share God’s love by helping those in need. Feel free to decorate your box/basket for Christmas, add a Scripture that is meaningful to you. Please have your box/basket back to the church on or before Christmas Eve so the committee can deliver them. Any questions, call Rose LaPointe at 231-436-5307.
Below is a “Reverse Advent Calendar” of items to put in your box/basket. 
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How many times have you heard Psalm 27:14, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”  This verse is one of many that have helped millions of Christians over the centuries to navigate life’s difficulties and struggles.  I am one of those millions and so are you!  

I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to this Christian community that extends well beyond The Church of the Straits during our recent challenges.  Mom had struggled the last few years with Alzheimer’s and the Lord finally took her home.  In recent months I had prayed that God would take her home soon as she deteriorated rather quickly.  He answered my prayer doubly as she was not only taken to her heavenly home rather quickly, but she also was taken peacefully with little struggle.  I am grateful.  Your prayers helped my family get through this and it truly was a celebration at mom’s funeral.

I have also felt your prayers as I navigate my back issues.  Some of you have had much more to deal with than I ever will but this season in my life is teaching lessons that I value very much.  One of those lessons is “waiting on the Lord.”  I have always been active and lived with no restrictions in my life and now I live in a season of “I can’t do all that I did before” and I have to wait on God’s plan for me in the future.  Six or more weeks of IV antibiotics may take care of my back pain or it may not.  I may be rid of an infection and yet still have a back issue that needs to be addressed.  So be it.  I will wait on the Lord and trust those who he has put on my path to help me make the decisions I need to make.  

I am at peace with whatever comes ahead.  My heavenly Daddy is watching over me and will give whatever tools I need to walk into the future he has for me and my family.  I want to remind all of you of a verse in Romans 8:18 that says, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  How comforting that is for us to know that it isn’t always going to be a struggle.  There is hope that springs eternal.  There is light at the end of the tunnel.  There is an end to the pain and the tears and struggle when we finally meet Jesus.

So, in the meantime we live for the Master.  I will unceasingly give praise to Him and I find a deep satisfaction and longing to be with the Body of believers whenever we meet.  Life is good and God is awesome.  Praise Him, Praise Him, Jesus our blessed Redeemer.

As always, I love you.[image: ]




Pastor Dave 
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GRATITUDE

game

Start a fun tradition by playing
this game on Thanksgiving.

What you need:
* M&M'’s or other
colored candies
e A bowl
* The list below (adapt the

colors, as needed)

Red: a need God has
provided for

Orange: a gift you've
received

Yellow: something you’ve
recently learned

Green: something in nature
Blue: a special memory
Brown: someone you love

What you do:

1. One at a time, people
pick a candy and share
what they’re thankful for
(according to the color).

. Pass the bowl around and
continue reflecting on
God’s goodness until all
the candy is gone!
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Throughout the Bible, God’s

people give thanks and praise for his goodness.

Directions: Draw lines to match the scriptures (all NIV) with the correct speaker.

“I thank my God every time

| remember you.” Philippians 1:3 Hannah
“My soul glorifies the Lord and
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” David

Luke 1:46-47

“He is my God, and | will praise
him, my father’s God, and | will Mary
exalt him.” Exodus 15:2

“My heart rejoices in the LORD.”

1 Samuel 2:1 Paul
“I will praise God’s name in song

and glorify him with thanksgiving.”

Psalm 69:30 Moses

prae( ‘0¢:69 wies ‘JeuueH ‘1:g [onweg |
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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REIM E RS E
ADVENT CALENDAR

EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX.
ON CHRISTMAS EVE DONATE THE CONTENTS TO A
FOOD BANK.

December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut butter
December 3 - stuffing mix
December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes
December 12 - cranberry sauce
December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package pasta
December 18 - spaghetti sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - can corn

December 22 - can mixed vegetables
Degember 23 - can carrots

De ber 24 - can green beans

PASSIONATEPENNYPINCHER.COM
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Men's Group 8am

        1 2

Commnion   Men's Group 8am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Brkfst 8am

Healing Service 5pm Music & Worship 10am

Disciple IV 6pm

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Mission Sunday Veterans Day Men's Group 8am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am

Youth Event 3:30-5pm Shoebox Packing 11am

Prayer Group 5pm

Disciple IV 6pm     

10

11 12 13 14 15 16

Kate's Kids Men's Group 8am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Chair Yoga 10am Food Pantry 10-11am Men's Brkfst 8am

Prayer Group 5pm Pinecrest 1:30pm Willing Workers 10am

Disciple IV 6pm BOG 7pm Shoeboxes Due!!

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

  Chair Yoga 10am Men's Group 8am

AA 3pm Wmns Bible Study 3pm Evangelism 11am Food Pantry 10-11am Thanksgiving Day

Prayer Group 5pm Community 

Disciple IV 6pm Thanksgiving Service

24 25 7 pm              

26

27 28

29

30

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Nov 2 Ryleigh Crabtree Nov 10 Don & Jan Hawver

Nov 4 Cathy Brey Nov 15 Nancy Hinsman

Nov 8 Liz Limberg Nov 18 Brandyn Clemens

Nov 9 Arial Durant Nov 19 Shirley Schneider

Nov 9 Ayden Crabtree Nov 21 Greg Stanley

Nov 10 Weston Martin Nov 22 Vincent Mannarino

Nov 11 Sue Kohs Nov 23 Loretta Martinek

Nov 13 Kathy Heilman Nov 27 Colleen Durant

Nov 13 Florence Tracy Nov 28 Katie Strittmatter

Nov 13 Jennifer O'Brien Nov 28 Nan Keck

Nov 13 David Skeels

Nov 14 Todd Williams
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LOVG the Lord your God
with all your HEART

and with all your SOUL

and with all your MIND

and with all your STRENGTH.

Mark 12:30, ESV
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