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     I have had many ideas of what to write for this newsletter. I always struggle with a topic, but today as I sit here, I have too many ideas. The obvious topic would be gratefulness, but I didn’t feel that was good enough. Then it came to me. I hear this phrase a lot and it is this “The New Normal.”  I don’t like this phrase. I don’t want a new normal I want my old normal. Then God reminded me the term normal means conforming to a standard, type or regular pattern. I’m not sure about you, but maybe I need to get out of some of my normal patterns. Maybe we need to look at things in a fresh new way. 
     I lost my Dad this year. I never knew how much I would miss him. So I realized how true it is that we don’t appreciate what we have until we don’t have it anymore. Perhaps we need to change the way we think. Maybe we accept the change but not let it bother us. God told us in Isaiah 40:8, “the grass withers and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever.”  Jesus said something along this line about how everything is temporary. 
     I know in my own life that things change, but God never does. I watched an interview with a man who lost his legs in Iraq. He was a bomb tech and they had a bomb go off taking his legs at the knees. The man had such a positive attitude someone asked him how he could be so positive when he had lost his legs? The man countered with the question, how can you have your legs and not have a positive attitude? If I can tell you anything this month, I want to tell you something you may already know, things change. Instead of getting upset with what we have lost embrace the change. God wants us to look to him instead of getting upset. Perhaps God has allowed us to have a change in how we do things for a reason. When a door closes find a new door or look for a window. God always gives us a way out. Today ask God what he wants you to do different, and Do It![image: ]
Mike’s Musings
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Please submit any newsletter articles, pictures, etc. to the office by the 15th of the month for the following month. Thanks!

Ø
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Due to COVID concerns and restrictions, the Community Thanksgiving Dinner has been cancelled for this year. We pray we can continue this long tradition in 2021.
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Hanging of the Greens will be
immediately following Worship
on Sunday, November 29th. A 
light ‘hot dog’ lunch will be
served and there will be a craft
for the kids with Shannon. Come
help us decorate the church for 
Christmas!
     Operation Shoe Box
Big Packing Party, Wednesday, November 11th at 11:30pm.   
Also, there are shoe boxes in Fellowship Hall if you want to pack your own box!
**Boxes are due back no later than Wednesday, November 18th. There is a suggested donation of $9 per box. This donation is critical for Operation Christmas Child to collect, process, and ship shoebox gifts to more than 100 countries. It also provides for ministry materials such as The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklet & The Ministry Partner Guide. 
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Dear Church of the Straits,
     Sole Searching for Jamaican School Kids wanted to share an update. We were able to fill 3 barrels full of shoes that were shipped last week to Jamaica.  
     We would like to thank you again for your donations and support. It means the world to the children who will receive them and it truly makes all the difference.
     Changing the world, one pair of shoes at a time... Bless you!  Sincerely,  
David Brown, President of Sole Searching JM 
[image: ]

Please update your directory Jim & Diane Stevens winter address is: 
     113 Leatherwood Creek Estates
    Bedford, IN 47421
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The family of Laurel Birk would like to thank everyone who prayed, sent cards, called and sent food during her battle with cancer and after she passed away. We truly appreciate all the thoughts, prayers and support.
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Nelson and I would like to thank everyone for all their prayers, cards, meals, phone calls during this very difficult time of illness. We certainly felt all your prayers. We are home now, resting and Nelson is trying to gain his strength back. It has been a long journey. We could not have made it without the Lord and all our friends and family.
In Christian Love,   Nelson and Rose LaPointe
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Church of the Straits,
     Thank you so, so much for your help with the food at Jolene’s service.
     We are incredibly grateful for your help and support during this difficult time.
     Chris Rogala and family
   2021 Stewardship 
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign may be over, but it’s never too late to return your pledge card if you haven’t already.[image: ]


“Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God!”  ~Isaiah 41:10

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING  SERVICE - COS together with St. Anthony’s Catholic Church will hold the Annual Community Thanksgiving Worship Service on Tuesday, November 24th at 7 pm. The service will be held at Church of the Straits. Please join us for this special holiday tradition.
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Michael and I would like to thank all of you for the many phone calls, cards, and prayers you have extended to us during the loss of my son, Robert (Bobby) Bonter. Your kindness, hugs, and being there helped us get through a very difficult time in our lives. He fought a hard, painful battle but he is now in a much better place. Thanks to all of you. Karen and Mike Krueger[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/g/gr/gratitude_8657c.jpg]
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S.A.R.M News

Hello Friends,

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am happy to announce that “Campaign Postcard”, an ongoing S.A.R.M. outreach project has had a wonderful response! This is ongoing, so if you know any youth that would be interested in participating, please contact Shannon Cooley.

Looking forward, “S.A.R.M. Sundays” will begin November 8th and will continue the 2nd Sunday of each month. Youth will meet in the S.A.R.M. room after Children’s Time with Pastor Dave. We will be painting the S.A.R.M. room this month. Let’s have some fun, fellowship and make the youth room look youthful with some bright, fun colors! 🎨

Much love and God bless,
Shannon Cooley, Youth Director
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If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

GIVEN BY: _________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $11.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Friday December 4th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to Church of the Straits. 
Church of the Straits,
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701 
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Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour on Saturday night, October 31st! You don’t want to miss Church on Sunday!
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretary   	Cathy Brey
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
 
 







 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

     A “from the bottom of our hearts” thank you from Lisa and I for your generous gift of   
     money for Pastor Appreciation Month. We are the ones who are truly blessed by you. 
     Thank you for allowing us to be your pastoral family. Love you dearly, Dave and Lisa!
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This month is Thanksgiving and I want us all to remember to be thankful.  Never take each other for granted.   “Do not let the sun go down on your anger” (Ephesians 4:26) and “Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  We may have crappy stuff that happens to us or to those whom we love but we can nonetheless give thanks that while that stuff is going on, God is still with us and walking us through it.  I don’t thank God necessarily “for” the stuff but I do thank Him “in” the stuff.   

I hope you never tire of me quoting Romans 8:28 to you but it is a life verse I want to always remember.  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  That is relating to all who have put their faith in trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  God can take anything that happens in our lives and make something beautiful out of it.  I believe that and I hope you do, too.  

We have an election that is coming within a week or so after you receive this newsletter.   I have been intentional about not divulging in a public setting my support for a particular candidate.   That is done out of respect for those who disagree with me.  Some people fear if one or the other candidate is elected that the country will go in the wrong direction.  I have those feelings as well but I also know that God is in control and whether we will bend as a country toward God and his desires or become more worldly and less God-fearing, I don’t know.  But I know God holds you and me in his hands and that our ultimate future is secure in Him through Christ.   That I am thankful for! 

We should never give up because there is always something on the other side of what just happened that awaits us.  Give thanks this Thanksgiving for everything and everyone in your life.  Praise God from the depths of your soul because he loves you and me in spite of ourselves.  Enjoy the little moments as well as the big ones.  If you have the opportunity to see a loved one, then do it.  Call them, talk to them, hug them and tell them you love them.  

Love you,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

		Remembrance Sunday				PPRC 6:30 pm								 

		AA 3pm		Wm's Bible Study 3 pm						Men's Brkfst 8 am				Men's Group 9 am

		Prayer Group 5 pm'

		Disciple IV 6 pm								 

		1		2		3		4		5		6		7

		Communion						Food Pantry 10 am		 				 

		SARM Sunday		Wm's Bible Study 3 pm		 		ShoeBox Packing 11:30						Men's Group 9 am

		AA 3pm

		Prayer Group 5 pm'				 

		Disciple IV 6 pm       8		9		10		11		12		13		14

										 				 

		AA 3pm		Wm's Bible Study 3 pm		 		 		Men's Brkfst 8 am				Men's Group 9 am

		Prayer Group 5 pm'				BOG Meeting 7 pm		Shoe Boxes Due!!				 

		Disciple IV 6 pm

		15		16		17		18		19		20		21

		 												 

		AA 3pm		 Missions Mtg 1 pm		Community		Food Pantry 10 am						Men's Group 9 am

		Prayer Group 5 pm'		Wm's Bible Study 3 pm		Thanksgiving 				 

		Disciple IV 6 pm				Service 7 pm				 

		22		23		24		25		26		27		28

		Hanging of the Greens

		AA 3pm		Wm's Bible Study 3 pm		 		 

		Prayer Group 5 pm'				 

		Disciple IV 6 pm				 

		29		30		 		 		 		 		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		Nov 2		Ryleigh Crabtree		Nov 13		David Skeels		Nov 10		Don & Jan Hawver

		Nov 4		Cathy Brey		Nov 14		Todd Williams

		Nov 8		Liz Limberg		Nov 15		Nancy Hinsman

		Nov 9		Arial Durant		Nov 19		Shirley Schneider

		Nov 9		Ayden Crabtree		Nov 21		Greg Stanley

		Nov 10		Weston Martin		Nov 22		Vincent Mannarino

		Nov 11		Sue Kohs		Nov 23		Loretta Martinek

		Nov 13		Kathy Heilman		Nov 27		Colleen Durant

		Nov 13		Florence Tracy		Nov 28		Katie Strittmatter

		Nov 13		Jennifer O'Brien		Nov 28		Nan Keck
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Remembrance Sunday

PPRC 6:30 pm

 

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3 pm Men's Brkfst 8 am Men's Group 9 am

Prayer Group 5 pm'

Disciple IV 6 pm  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Communion Food Pantry 10 am    

SARM Sunday Wm's Bible Study 3 pm   ShoeBox Packing 11:30 Men's Group 9 am

AA 3pm

Prayer Group 5 pm'  

Disciple IV 6 pm       

8

9 10 11 12 13 14

   

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3 pm     Men's Brkfst 8 am Men's Group 9 am

Prayer Group 5 pm' BOG Meeting 7 pm Shoe Boxes Due!!  

Disciple IV 6 pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

   

AA 3pm  Missions Mtg 1 pm Community Food Pantry 10 am Men's Group 9 am

Prayer Group 5 pm' Wm's Bible Study 3 pm Thanksgiving   

Disciple IV 6 pm Service 7 pm  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Hanging of the Greens

AA 3pm Wm's Bible Study 3 pm    

Prayer Group 5 pm'  

Disciple IV 6 pm  

29 30      

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Nov 2 Ryleigh Crabtree Nov 13 David Skeels Nov 10 Don & Jan Hawver

Nov 4 Cathy Brey Nov 14 Todd Williams

Nov 8 Liz Limberg Nov 15 Nancy Hinsman

Nov 9 Arial Durant Nov 19 Shirley Schneider

Nov 9 Ayden Crabtree Nov 21 Greg Stanley

Nov 10 Weston Martin Nov 22 Vincent Mannarino

Nov 11 Sue Kohs Nov 23 Loretta Martinek

Nov 13 Kathy Heilman Nov 27 Colleen Durant

Nov 13 Florence Tracy Nov 28 Katie Strittmatter

Nov 13 Jennifer O'Brien Nov 28 Nan Keck
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