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If you would like a plant to decorate the Sanctuary for the Christmas season, please fill out the following form. After Christmas Eve, you may take your plant home, or give it away as a gift.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ______________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________

IN HONOR OF: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________

GIVEN BY: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Each 6” potted poinsettia is $15.00.
Your order must be in no later than 
Monday, December 6th at the church office. 
Please make check payable to:
 Church of the Straits 
P.O. Box 430
Mackinaw City, MI 49701
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Operation Shoe Box Packing Party!!
     Come join in the fun as we pack boxes with all the donations received this year. We will meet Wednesday, November 10th at 10:00 am. 
     Boxes you can fill yourself are also available in Fellowship Hall. Please do not tape shut, rubber bands are acceptable. Each box requires a $9.00 payment for shipping. REMEMBER – NO candy, toothpaste, gum, chocolate, food, seeds, fruit rolls, drink mixes, liquids, lotions, aerosol cans, medications, vitamins, nothing glass or breakable, no toy guns, knives, or military figures. 
     If you take a box, it needs to be back to the church no later than Thursday, November 18th at 2:00 pm. 
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Coffee Hour is back! We’re always looking for helpers! There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for the coming months. Please don’t feel you have to do an “elaborate spread”. Cookies and coffee, some juice is all that is needed. 
Pinecrest Fellowship is the first Tuesday of each month   from 2-3 pm. There will be a short devotional, prayer and refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\young_9702c.jpeg]
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Stewardship for 2022 
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign will conclude Sunday, November 7th. You may mail in your pledge, or bring it to church that Sunday.      
         “because He is at my right hand, I will 
                   not be shaken.”  ~ Acts 2:25
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COMMUNITY WORSHIP THANKSGIVING SERVICE - COS together with St. Anthony’s Catholic Church will hold the Annual Community Thanksgiving Worship Service on Tuesday, November 23rd at 7 pm. The service will be held at COS. Please join us for this special holiday tradition.
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Dear Church of the Straits, 
     We want to extend our sincerest thank you to the church and its members for your generous donation of shoes, and we want to thank the children of VBS for their contribution to Sole Searching for Jamaican School Kids. 
     Your donations will make a huge difference to the children in Jamaica. We started our shoes drive in the summer of 2020 and if it wasn’t for you and the community we wouldn’t have been able to ship over 1600 pairs of shoes and 25 bags of food.  You are a Hero!
     Donations will be delivered to Jamaica in October.  Again, thank you for your support!
Sincerely, 

David Brown 
Founder 
Sole Searching for Jamaican School Kids


Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour on Saturday night, November 6th! You don’t want to miss Church on Sunday![image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/f/fa/fall_21315c.jpg]
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Hanging of the Greens will be
immediately following Worship
on Sunday, November 28th. Come
help us decorate the church for 
Christmas!

The Food Pantry will open for the 2021-22 season on Wednesday, November 3rd  from 10-11:00 am. The Pantry will run every other Wednesday for the winter months. Donations can be dropped off at the church M-Th from 9:00am – 2:00pm. Cash donations can be made to the Church of the Straits, c/o food pantry. Helping Hands on Wednesdays are always welcome!!  If you have questions, call Rose LaPointe at 436-5307.[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/t/tu/turkey_23341c.jpg]
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Please, please let the church office know when you leave Mackinaw City for your ‘winter home’. Newsletters are returned and the church is charged for return postage costs. We want to stay connected to you and hope you feel the same way. Thank you!
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Anyone interested in playing Hand Bells, practice will be Wednesday afternoons at 12:45 for an hour. No need to read music – come and join in! Questions, call Laura Jackson 517-262-9151
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                              Thankful Grateful and Blessed

SARM looking back on October – On the 11th, we celebrated SARM with a pizza party and cake at B.C. Pizza. October 24th  was a fun fall outing to Uncle Frank’s Apple Town. All of the youth had apple cider, donuts and were able to pick out their favorite pumpkin. October also marks the end of Change for a Change, helping the Women’s Resource Center of Northern Michigan. Thank you to everyone who donated!
Looking forward: Sunday, November 14th, SARM will be meeting at Spare Time Lanes for bowling and pizza from 1-3:00 pm. As always, all youth are invited FREE of charge, ages 3rd – 8th grade. If your child needs a ride, please contact me, and that can be arranged. Also in November, we will be starting our Exercise for the Soul, a 20 day challenge leading up to the annual December coat drive.

I am so thankful for the SARM Youth Group. I am grateful that I get to see God working in our youth and our community. And I am blessed to be able to get to know the youth and the congregation on a deeper level with God and Jesus being the center of all of our friendships.

Much love and God bless, Shannon Cooley – Youth Director
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Nelson Thompson & family will again host the Community Thanksgiving Dinner this year! Any men who would like to help with the turkey prep, cooking and fellowship – meet at the church at 6:00 am. Dinner will be served at 12:30 pm. Turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy along with coffee, juice and milk will be provided. Please bring your own table service and your favorite holiday dish to pass. If you know someone who would otherwise be alone on Thanksgiving, please invite them to join us. Sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Any questions call the church office or Nelson at 231 881-1054. 
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We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Charles Hawkinson, Kim Flemming’s dad, who 
     passed away September 26th.
John Schroeder, who passed away September 28th.


“The more you recognize and express gratitude for the things you have, the more things you will have to express gratitude for.” 
                                                  ~ Zig Ziglar
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretaries   	Janet Schaefer and Katie
				Strittmatter
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s cell: 906 282-7409  *no longer a parsonage phone
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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I am about to embark on a real weird thought! It has to do with flossing our teeth! Several years ago I was told by my dentist that flossing my teeth is real important. Now, I know it must be important for my teeth because that is what flossing is all about, right? Now my dentist reiterated the things I already knew, which was flossing reduces cavities, it helps deter bad breath, it reduces gum disease and of course it helps prevent plaque build up.

What I was not aware of was that there are studies that indicate that flossing one’s teeth can lower the chance of heart related diseases, like a-fib and heart failure. I guess it has something to do with reducing bacterial infections in the mouth that can travel through the bloodstream and affect the heart (that is my way of explaining it). I also understand that abscess infections in the mouth can possibly travel to the brain, which seems very dangerous. When my dentist mentioned this reason for flossing I thought, “O, that’s important.” My hygiene in my mouth affects the health of my body elsewhere.

Now here is where my weird topic of flossing dovetails into a spiritual application. We are aware that our own sin hurts us in our relationship with Christ (Psalm 51:4 – “against you only have I sinned”). It damages our intimacy and blocks unbridled fellowship with him. What we may not be as aware of, is that our sin also affects those around us and the rest of the Body of Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:33-34 states, “Do not be misled; Bad company corrupts good character. Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God—I say this to your shame.” In other words, those who are ignorant of God will be even more ignorant if we keep sinning. Its not just about me, my witness affects many others, good or bad. 

Just like my lack of attention to my teeth and gums can potentially cause a heart problem, my inattention to my sinful ways can bring harm to the rest of the Body of Christ and others as well. Gee, when I put it that way I need to be more accountable for my spiritual hygiene. Even my secret sins eventually have an impact on the rest of the Body of Christ because it damages both my relationship with God and inevitably with others as well.  

So, keep flossing to help stay healthy! Stay away from sin so both you and others in the Body can be healthier. Recognize that our actions and inactions do indeed have an impact on not just ourselves, but others.  

Love ya,
[image: ]
Pastor Dave

**A written thank you is never enough to say how much my wife and I appreciate your support and your generous Pastor’s Appreciation gift last Sunday. We are truly blessed to be here and love you all beyond measure. Again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  ♥ Dave and Lisa
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		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		FRIDAY		SATURDAY

								Pantry 10am						 

				Wms Bible Study 3pm		PPRC 6:30 pm		Handbells 12:45pm		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

								Bible Jounaling 2pm

								Soup Supper 4-6pm		 

				1		2		3		4		5		6

		Communion/Pledge Day						Shoebox Packing 10am		Veteran's Day				 

		AA 3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm		 		Handbells 12:45pm						Men's Group 9am

		Prayer Group 6pm						Bible Jounaling 2pm

		 				 

		7		8		9		10		11		12		13

		Youth Ministry Sunday								 				 

		SARM Bowling 1-3pm		Wms Bible Study 3pm		 		Pantry 10am		Men's Brkfst 8am				Men's Group 9am

		AA 3pm						Handbells 12:45pm		Shoe Boxes Due!!!		 

		Prayer Group 6pm						Bible Jounaling 2pm

		14		15		16		17		18		19		20

		 												 

		 		Wms Bible Study 3pm		Community Thanksgiving		Handbells 12:45pm		Thanksgiving				Men's Group 9am

		AA 3pm				Service 7pm		Bible Jounaling 2pm		Dinner 12:30pm

		Prayer Group 6pm								 

		21		22		23		24		25		26		27

		Hanging of the Greens

		 		Wms Bible Study 3pm		BOG 7pm		 

		AA 3pm				 

		Prayer Group 6pm				 

		28		29		30		 		 		 		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								ANNIVERSARIES:

		Nov 2		Ryleigh Crabtree		Nov 13		Jennifer O'Brien		Nov 10		Don & Jan Hawver

		Nov 4		Cathy Brey		Nov 13		David Skeels

		Nov 8		Liz Limberg		Nov 14		Todd Williams

		Nov 9		Arial Durant		Nov 15		Nancy Hinsman

		Nov 9		Ayden Crabtree		Nov 23		Loretta Martinek

		Nov 11		Sue Kohs		Nov 27		Colleen Durant

		Nov 13		Kathy Heilman		Nov 28		Katie Strittmatter

		Nov 13		Florence Tracy		Nov 28		Nan Keck
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Nov 13 Kathy Heilman Nov 28 Katie Strittmatter
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