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     When I was younger, I had many people telling me who I was. My Mom told me I was loved and cared for. Some people told me I was fat, some said I was lazy, and some even said I would amount to nothing. As I grew older, some people continued to tell me who I was. They said I was rigid and overbearing as a boss. Others told me I was stupid for my belief in God. Unfortunately, after many years of hearing the negative I began to believe it. This caused my soul to ache. I began to believe I was worthless and didn’t want to go on with such pain. Perhaps today you are feeling the same way.
     It wasn’t until I began to study God’s word that I found out differently. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” In Psalms we see God made us perfect. Psalms 139:13-14 “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” So regardless what others say God thinks you are perfectly made because He doesn’t make junk
     God has redeemed you so he sees you in a different way before you knew Him. Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” Don’t let what others say define who you think you are, but remember what Proverbs 12:23 says, “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” We guard our hearts by filling it with truth. God’s truth! Ignore those who condemn you, and listen instead to the one who made you. God wants you to have peace from what the world is telling you. Today I want you to know who you are because God made you. You are a masterpiece, now believe it.Mike’s Musings
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  Operation Shoe Box 2021[image: ]


Please continue to shop for shoebox items. Below is only a suggestion for the month. 
The October suggestion is for a personal note or letter to the child who receives the box. But there is always a need for other items for the big packing party next month, so anything fun!!
Older kid suggestions: tape measure, craft hammer, sewing kit, mixing spoons, spatulas, plastic utensil sets, calculator, flashlight & batteries….

“One thing in the box I won’t forget was a picture of a girl and her letter: Heather Roberts from Enon, Ohio. We started writing letters and to this day, nearly 20 years later, we’re friends.”         –Nanor, Middle East

Boxes you can fill yourself are not available in Fellowship Hall. Please do not tape shut, rubber bands are acceptable. Each box requires a $9.00 payment for shipping. REMBERBER – NO candy, toothpaste, gum, chocolate, food, seeds, fruit rolls, drink mixes, liquids, lotions, aerosol cans, medications, vitamins, nothing glass or breakable, no toy guns, knives, or military figures.  
Coffee Hour is back - immediately following worship. Please join us for coffee, cookies and fellowship. There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for the coming months. Please don’t feel you have to do an “elaborate spread”. Cookies and coffee, some juice for the kids is all that is needed. [image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/c/co/coffee_11117c.jpg]



Pinecrest Fellowship is the first Tuesday of each month   from 2-3 pm. There will be a short devotional, prayer and refreshments. Everyone is welcome to come and visit with the residents.[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\young_9702c.jpeg]
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The Evangelism Committee will meet Wednesday, October 20th at 11:00 am. All are welcome to come and get involved!!

[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/b/bo/boy_6628c.jpg]

Welcome Back to Youth Sunday School, Sunday October 10th at 9:30 am. Kim Jutson will teach PreK-2nd grade, Shannon Cooley will teach 3rd thru 5th grade, and Jamey Jutson will teach 6th thru 8th. 
     Substitute teachers are most welcome, please contact the church office if you are interested in helping, thank you!!!

[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/g/gr/grace_23242c.jpg]

GRACE – What a gift!  
     Grace strikes us when we are in great pain and restlessness. It strikes us when we walk through the dark valley of a meaningless and empty life. It strikes us when our disgust for our on being, our indifference, our weakness, our hostility, and our lack of direction and composure have become intolerable to us. It strikes us when, year after year, the longed-for perfection of life does not appear, when the old compulsions reign within us as they have for decades, when despair destroys all joy and courage.
     Sometimes at that moment a wave of light breaks into our darkness, and it is as though a voice were saying: “You are accepted.”   ~Paul Tillich
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“Make time for friends, or you won’t have any.”
~ Jesus in “The Chosen”



S.A.R.M. Happenings

Happy fall y’all -
Temperatures might be cooling down but SARM is heating up! I am happy to say 
that there is more youth participation in this program and youth involvement is 
looking up! God is good!! In the month of September, SARM had a miniature golf 
outing at Animal Tracks that was so much fun. 










Looking forward to October, Youth Ministry Sunday will be October 10th, with a craft 
in the youth room. Also October 10th there will be a pizza party at BC Pizza for all 
youth 3rd through 8th grade to celebrate SARM. We’ll meet at BC Pizza at 12 noon. 

October 24th, we will meet at Uncle Frank’s Apple Town on US 31 at noon. SARM 
will provide a pumpkin, cider and a donut! 

The baked potato fundraiser has been rescheduled to February 13th. 

All SARM activities and programs are free of charge for parents and youth that 
participate. That being said, donations to SARM are greatly appreciated! All of your 
donations will go towards programs and activities for our youth. 

“Change for a Change” is still taking donations for the Women’s Resource Center 
of Northern Michigan safe home for abused and battered women. SARM will be 
accepting donations until October 31st. 

Also, there is a SARM fall & winter schedule of activities. If you would like a copy, please contact Shannon Cooley at the Church of the Straits 231.436.8682, or email at cooleyshannon46@gmail.com 

God bless and much love, 
Shannon Cooley
Youth Director
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Dear Church of the Straits,
     We want to extend our sincerest thank you to the church, its members and the community for your generous donation of shoes to Sole Searching for Jamaican School Kids. Your donations will make a huge difference to the children in Jamaica, and thanks a lot for the extra help with our food barrels! We couldn’t do it without you and the members at Church of the Straits! We will do the shoe count and let you know the numbers
     We will continue to update you on the shipping and delivery of the barrels. Again, our heart-felt thank you for your support and we look forward to working with you next season. May our Heavenly Father continue to bless you.
Sincerely,
David Brown
Founder 
Sole Searching for Jamaican School Kids 
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Hello Friends, 
     We are excited to give this update!
     We are so grateful for the support of you, our heroes, here in Michigan! This season we didn’t just do our shoe drive, we teamed up with a few of our heroes to make food bags to help some families in Jamaica. Even though we didn’t put it out to the public there were some people who heard about it and the response we got was wonderful.
     We’re so humbled by the support we get from you all. We want to thank the Mackinaw and Cheboygan communities! We never take your help for granted because we see and know how hard you all work during the summer months and every dollar is important. So on behalf of all the people these donations will benefit, we want to thank you from the bottom of our heart ♥♥   ~ David Brown
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
         Youth Director		Shannon Cooley
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Donna Falor
	Financial Secretaries   	Janet Schaefer and Katie
				Strittmatter
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
         Secretary                    	Judy Churchill                                                  

Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
Office Hours – M-Th 9am-2pm
 Pastor’s Phone: 906 282-7409
E-mail – Pastor – davidloveslisa87@gmail.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com 
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 




The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
…in the power of God’s Spirit.







OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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How do geese know when to fly south?  It isn’t like they have an auto clock or daylight savings time to do so because every year it is slightly different.  I was talking to a friend a couple weeks ago and he said he saw a large group of Canadian geese heading south and he said something to the effect of, “Man, this is early for the trek this year!”

Do the geese know something that we don’t know?  Or have you noticed that your dog can often sense danger long before you do!  They have a sense that is more keen than ours is, yet God created the geese and the dog and said it was good.  When he created us he said it was “very good” (Genesis 1:31).  

All of creation was created for our enjoyment and benefit.  I’m so grateful to God for that but it still doesn’t answer the question of “how do the geese know when to fly south?”   There is indeed a connection between nature and God.  In Romans 8:22-23 it indicates that all of creation was and is affected by the fallenness of humanity.  It says, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as children, the redemption of our bodies.”

If all of creation is affected by our fallenness, then all of creation is affected by God’s glory as well.  The birds sing to the glory of God.  The geese fly in acknowledgement of the one who changes the seasons.  The dog barks to protect another of God’s creation.  The animal kingdom does not possess the Holy Spirit of God, but they were created for a Godly purpose.

We, on the other hand, were created with an innate need for a unique relationship with God as indicated in the verses above.  We aren’t complete until we cement that relationship in Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, as we confess our sin and accept His gift.  Even those who refuse to acknowledge and accept this gift (which is our prefallen nature to desire), know deep down that they aren’t satisfied, and we know that nothing will satisfy except Jesus.

Okay folks, I diverged again and never got an answer for the geese flying south and the timing of it all.  Maybe the answer is, God lets them know, for he created them.  I’m good with that answer because God is Creator of all things.  Enjoy the creation and praise the Creator.

Love you,
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
Pastor Dave
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												FRIDAY		SATURDAY

														Men's Group 9am



												                  ECO Great Lakes Conference



		SUNDAY		MONDAY		TUESDAY		WEDNESDAY		THURSDAY		1		2 

		Communion												Men's Group 9am

				NO Bible Study		Pinecrest 2pm		Bible Journaling 2pm		Men's Brkfst 8am

		AA 3pm				PPRC 6:30pm

		Prayer Group 6pm								 

		3		4		5		6		7		8		9

		Youth Ministry Sunday								 				Men's Group 9am

		SARM BC Pizza - noon		Wm's Bible Study 3pm		Music & Worship 10am		Bible Journaling 2pm

		AA 3pm						Cantata Mtg 2-4pm

		Prayer Group 6pm				 

		10		11		12		13		14		15		16

										 				Men's Group 9am

		 		Wm's Bible Study 3pm		 		Evangelism 11am		Men's Brkfst 8am

		AA 3pm						Bible Journaling 2pm		Willing Workers 10am		 

		Prayer Group 6pm

		17		18		19		20		21		22		23

		SARM meet at Uncle												Men's Group 9am

		Franks Apple Town noon		 Missions 1pm		 		Bible Journaling 2pm

		AA 3pm		Wm's Bible Study 3pm		BOG 7pm				 

		Prayer Group 6pm								 

		24		25		26		27		28		29		30

		Remembrance Sunday

		AA 3pm		 		 		 

		Trunk or Treat 5-7pm				 

		School House Park				 

		Prayer Group 6pm   31		 		 		 		 		 		 



		BIRTHDAYS:								     ANNIVERSARIES:

		October 2		Shannon Cooley		October 13		Judy Most		    O ctober 8		Roy & Meredith Cole

		October 2		Jennifer Cole		October 15		Stella Smith		    October 14		Mark & Lou Ann Sellers

		October 2		Sam Strittmatter		October 15		Edie Bennett		    October 16		Rob & Jennifer Griffin

		October 2		Ann McClue		October 17		Cheryl Newman		    October 21		Jerry & Marita Archer

		October 3		Mike Canales		October 19		Mark Sellers		    October 28		Denny & Lana Qualey

		October 4		Jonathan Lyons		October 20		Jim Stevens		    October 29		Matt & Megan Wallis

		October 6		Janet Schaefer		October 24		Amber Waliis

		October 9		Les Jackson		October 26		Ben Strittmatter

		October 10		Anne McCready		October 28		Dutch Miller

		October 12		Nelson LaPointe		 		 
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