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The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
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Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Labor Day Sunday, Sept. 1 at the Church - 9 a.m.
Worship at the Park 11 a.m.
Return to 1 service at 10:30 a.m. on Sept. 8
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Bible Quiz Answer: D (See Joshua 6:1-5.)



Operation Shoe Box 2019[image: ]

      Below is a suggested item for this month. 
     There is a collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have a ‘BIG’ packing party. Remember - the monthly item is only a suggestion!
           September is games month –[image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\VBS 2019\Sharable-Billboards_September.jpg]

                                                     Puzzles
                                 	                 Peg Games
              Etch-a-sketch	
             Puzzle cubes
			                Jacks / Marbles
                                                    Dominos / Cards
                                                    Hacky Sacks
“At first we had no idea what (the Etch A Sketch) was. After having it displayed on a shelf for a couple of months, my sister was dusting and she turned the knobs. When she saw the line going up and down on the screen she was so excited.”–Yuliya, Central Asia
Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill
[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\seniors_10503c.jpg]


Join us for Fellowship Hour at Pinecrest Village, the third Monday each month from 2-3 pm. There is prayer, a short devotional, sing along and yummy desserts. Everyone is welcome to join us! 

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\prayer_8225c.jpg]

Men’s Accountability Group meets each Saturday morning at 9 am. Come for coffee and discussion. All men welcome. 



On the first Sunday of the month at 6:00 pm, Pastor Dave will hold an informal Healing Service. Everyone is welcome to come.[image: ]



Keep Singing!
None can sing a new song who has not the new life. But many who have the new life seem to have lost the song. The first thing that goes when we begin to backslide is the joy of the Lord. 
                                                   —Evan H. Hopkins
     The Miller Family felt the love and support from the congregation with the passsing of our father, David Miller (May 30, 2019). 
     Pastor Dave’s service on August 4, 2019 was just what our dad would have wanted, including the scripture reading from James. [image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\thanks_8668c.jpg]

     Special thanks to the Willing Workers for preparing a delicious meal and our appreciation to the sound crew for setting up our slide show presentation.
     We truly feel blessed to be a part of The Church of the Straits Family.
                     ~ Tom, Edie, Stella, Gregg and Lee


56th Annual Fall Worship Service at Bliss Pioneer Memorial Church – Sunday, September 15th at 2:00 pm. The church is located in Bliss at the corner of Pleasantview Rd and Sturgeon Bay Road.         [image: photo of Bliss Pioneer Memorial Church]

     Step back in time and join us for the once a year church service held the third Sunday in September every fall. The building was erected in 1903 = there is no electricity but the walls are lined with old fashioned oil lamps to use when needed. This year there will be an outdoor facility brought in for the day. The church is charming with its original Birdseye maple pews and memorabilia on the walls. The only other service is on Memorial Day. On occasion, there may be a wedding, funeral, or memorial service if leased – in the warm months only as there is no longer any heat available.
     This year the speaker will be Pastor Susan Hitts from the Harbor Springs United Methodist Church. Again the music will be provided by a group from the same church under the direction of Marion Kuebler. Come join in – refreshments are served afterward with time for browsing and fellowship.
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     Have you ever tried to walk backwards? I have and I found it difficult, one because I can’t see where I’m going easily, and two we are not made to walk backwards. It’s the same way when we keep looking backwards at our life. When we do we always wonder if we could have done something different, or if we could have taken a different path. Let’s face it unless we are perfect we will make mistakes. Paul said this in Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
     I find if I’m always looking backwards I lose sight of what God has in store for me now, and in the future. That’s when I start to worry and get stressed, and my peace is lost. The thing is, we can’t go back in time and fix those mistakes we made. So where do we find Peace? Paul advises in Philippians 4:8-9 “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me-put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” 
     Jesus is where we should be looking, but where do we find Jesus? I begin in prayer. I like to pray every day. I feel like it is a time when I can tell him what’s going on with me, my family, and my world. It is a time to be thankful for what he has given me and a time to be still and listen to what God’s Spirit is saying to me. Next, I read his word. In John 1:1 it says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” If you are going to try and find Jesus you must read His word. I find this inspires me, it builds me up and it gives me hope, and it encourages me. I know I can find Jesus when I read his word. Last, I find Jesus when I help others. Matthew 25:35-40 ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ I think we can find Jesus by being Jesus to others. Love is much of the message Jesus came to tell us about, so loving our fellow man is the answer. 
     Finally I want you to remember looking back on things in your life is not bad, but dwelling on them can be. Unless you can get a time machine and go back and fix your mistakes you must just live with those mistakes. It is better to learn from your mistakes and attempt to not make them twice. Ask yourself this when you begin to look back, do I want to go back or do I want to go forward with Jesus? My prayer is a sure hope that you choose Jesus and go forward. [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\for website\Mike Canale.jpg]
Mike’s Musings
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Youth Sunday School resumes on Sunday, September 29th at 9:30 am. This year, PreK – 3rd will be taught by Kim Jutson and Katie Strittmatter, 4th – 6th will be taught by Jamey Jutson and 7th – 12th will be taught by Vicki Bryers. Adult Sunday School is held at the same time – bring your kids and enjoy fellowship or join in the adult class – winner, winner for all!

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\clothing_5231c.jpg]

Cheboygan Community Clothes Closet – infant – adult sizes – all FREE!
At Community of Christ Church, 9854 S. River Road, corner of M-33 & S. River Road, Cheboygan.
                    Anyone is welcome! 
Tuesday Sept. 17 – 10 am-3 pm
Wednesday Sept. 18 – 10 am – 6 pm
Thursday Sept. 19 – 10 am – 3 pm
Next giveaway in October
If you have clothes to donate, drop off Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday. 
For more details, call 231-625-2900


[image: ]




We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant:
Suzanne Darrow, who passed away August 28, 
     2019.
Tillie Frazier, (Liz Zabik’s mom), who passed away 
     September 2, 2019.
Gregg Kolaski, who passed away September 4, 
     2019.
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Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, call the ‘lead person’ or the office.
→ September – John Spencer
      	October – Deb Downing
November – Laura Jackson
December – Rose LaPointe
	
[image: https://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/b/bi/birds13c.jpg]

Please, please let the church office know when you leave Mackinaw City for your ‘winter home’. Newsletters are returned and the church is charged for return postage costs. We want to stay connected to you and hope you feel the same way. Thank you!


The 2020 Stewardship Campaign will begin on Sunday, September 29th. Celebration Sunday will be October 13th. Please pray for our church, its ministries, and your contribution by way of prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  [image: ]

Dear Jesus, 
Which part of your body would you have me be today, this week, this year? Feet to walk with those in need, ears to hear another’s story, eyes to see beauty in others, or hands to give from the bounty you gave me? Show me what to do.   Amen.


     Due to changing life circumstances, Vicki Wagonis-Bryers has found it necessary to resign as 
Youth Director at Church of the Straits. 
     Therefore, we are now seeking another Youth Leader to provide for our kids. If you are interested, please prayerfully consider, and contact the church office for an application. Completed applications must be returned by September 22, 2019.

[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\churches_16995c.jpg]

The many and the One
When I studied in Spain, it was profound to hear a scripture in Spanish during worship, knowing my friends and family heard the same passage in English that day back home: two languages, various Christian denominations, multiple places — one God. 
     Many Christian congregations and judicatories hold worldwide partnerships through a “companion church” program. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, for instance, relates to a total of 120 church bodies globally. Companion synods and congregations pray for one another, visit each other, share ministries and learn from far-flung siblings in Christ. Horizons expand, enabling people to see God’s family more broadly: multiple languages, worship styles, cultures — one God. 
     “Just as a body, though one, has many parts ... so it is with Christ,” writes Paul. “For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body. ... Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14, NIV). Numerous members, diverse functions, unique gifts — one God.                                                —Heidi Man

BIBLE QUIZ


What number fits in all the blanks to reveal God’s instructions to Joshua about the city of Jericho? 

Israelite warriors, led by __ priests blowing __ ram’s-horn trumpets for __ days, would march around the city once a day, except for the last day, when they would march around it __ times; then the walls of Jericho would fall. 

                                                        A. one 
                                                        B. three 
                                                        C. five 
                                                        D. seven 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who helped with VBS. What an amazing week we had at the SonWest Round-up. We traveled through Old Testament stories of Moses to discover God’s ultimate plan of salvation in Jesus. We had 36 kids and they collected $330.00 to go to the Mackinaw Area Food Pantry. Please continue to keep these children in your prayers. Thanks to ALL the wonderful volunteers that made VBS possible – the registration team, teachers, music team, craft leader, games team, sound tech cowboy Roger, Cactus Café staff and all the youth helpers. 
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I was just talking with the number #1 secretary in the world (Judy)and she asked if I had written anything for the September newsletter and I thought, “O dear, it is the end of August and I have so much to do!”  I had no idea what to write so I am just plucking away at the keyboard hoping that something makes sense.   

When things are going on in my life that create stress, pressure or uncertainty, I find myself leaning more and more on Jesus.  I am reminded of the oft quoted verse in Psalm 27:14 which states, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.”  Waiting is hard to do isn’t it?  Especially when things are piling on and it seems nothing is coming off the pile.   The natural response is fight or flight.  We sometimes jump in and try to take it all on and find we make it even worse, or we put our hands 
in the air and say, “I give up.  I can’t handle it!”  

Waiting helps us do two things!  First, it allows us to think with purpose!  We can remove to some degree the emotional side of things to look at what is really in front of us.  We can organize our thoughts and see things a little more clearly.  Secondly, we can gather the help we need to tackle what it is before us.  That help comes in the Lord.  He promises that he will never allow us to be so overwhelmed that he won’t get us through it (see 1 Cor. 10:13).  He also says that he is waiting for us to give him the load as he states in 1 Peter 5:7, “Cast your cares upon him because he cares for you!”  

Notice too in the Psalm text above that he says “be strong”!  How can I be strong when I feel so weak and overwhelmed?  Perhaps it is taking the same perspective that Paul did in 2 Cor. 12:10 when he concludes 
“when I am weak, then I am strong!”  Paul notes earlier that he is insufficient to deal with his issues but that 
in Christ he is strong.  So my strength is in my relationship with the one who is strong, God himself.  So yes folks, we can be strong as we wait for the Lord. 

Lastly, I want to highlight the “take heart” phrase in the Psalmist’s text!  Taking heart means that God’s got it!  It is like saying to the football team at halftime when they down 30-0, that they are going to win the game.  
Just give it all you’ve got and you will win the game.  Knowing that gives hope and all of us need hope.  

So, take heart, God’s got it!  You are going to make it and so am I.  

Love ya,[image: ]




Pastor Dave
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Honor your grandparents with a gift
that all generations can enjoy.

What you need:

e Cups (various sizes)
 Pencil

* Family photos

e Scissors
* Colored paper
* Hot glue (and adult help)
* Clothespins
* A small potted tree
or bush

What you do:

L.

Use a cup to trace a
circle around faces in
the photos. Cut out the
circles.

. Cut larger circles out of

paper. Glue each photo
onto a paper circle.

. Glue a clothespin to the

back of each photo. Clip
photos to the branches.

. Present the gift to your

grandparents, and tell
them you’re glad to be
in their family tree.
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Can you name these biblical grandparents? If you get stuck,
find an Old Testament family tree in your Bible or online.

Directions: After filling in the crossword, unscramble the
circled letters to complete Psalm 145:4, NIV.

1
T
N__/
~ 3
4 </A\)
— N___/
() B
N__/ —
D 5 (/ \)
— N___/
6 (/ \>7 T
N/
— ACROSS DOWN
( ) 2. David’s grandfather 1. Judah’s grandmother
N4 5.Jacob’s grandfather 3. Joseph’s grandfather
6. Esau’s grandmother 4. Solomon’s grandfather
/. Jesse’s grandmother
OneG_N_ N commends your works to

another; they tell of your mighty acts. Psalm 145:4, NIV

uoljeIauan) YNy ‘/ ‘0ssof ' ‘oees] ‘¢
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Decorate a soap bottle as a reminder
of how baptism cleans us on the
inside.

What you need:
* Bottle of clear liquid
hand soap
 Small craft pompoms
(different colors)
* Wooden skewer

What you do:

1. Remove the bottle label
and unscrew the lid.

2. Using the skewer, push
pompoms down into the
soap one at a time.

3. Replace the lid and put
the dispenser in a
bathroom or kitchen.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Labor Day Sunday Men's Group 9am

9 am -  COS PPRC 6:30 pm Men's Brkfst 9am

11 am - Conkling Park

AA 3pm

Prayer Group 6pm   

1

2 3 4 5 6 7

Communion   Men's Group 9am

1 Service - 10:30 am

Prayer Group 6pm

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Kate's Kids Men's Group 9am

Pinecrest 2pm Mission Meeting 10am

Wms Bible Study 3pm

Prayer Group 6pm

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Men's Group 9am

Wms Bible Study 3pm Evangelism 11am

BOG 7pm

Prayer Group 6pm

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Youth Sunday School

Resumes 9:30 am Wms Bible Study 3pm

Stewardship 

Prayer Group 6pm

29 30        

BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARIES:

Sept 4 Jim Churchill Sept 21 Karin Orsini Sept 6 Greg & Mary Stanley

Sept 5 Mary Lou Peters Sept 21 Brenda Keller Sept 8 Terance & Jourdan Watson

Sept 8 Donna Hunt Sept 10 Ken & Kristi Laninga

Sept 8 Ron Irwin Sept 22 Roger Moore Sept 10 Chris & Jolene Rogala

Sept 10 Pastor Ed Weiss Sept 23 Larry O'Brien Sept 10 Matt & Shannon Cooley

Sept 11 Walt Naumer Sept 27 Rob Griffin Sept 12 Todd & Sue Kohs

Sept 12 Madison Jutson Sept 27 Gene Kapp Sept 14 Ross & Lynn Bell

Sept 14 Don Hawver Sept 27

Lorahdelle Darrow

Sept 18 Rob & Katie Strittmatter

Sept 15 Harvey Karll Sept 28

Peter Walugembe

Sept 23 Ron & Linda Gwilt

Sept 18 Kim Jutson Sept 29 Pat Darrow Sept 23 Peter & Caitlyn Ryan

Sept 19 Sophie Orsini Sept 30 Greg Brown Sept 28 Austin & Noelle Martin

Sept 19 Hannah Flemming Sept 30 Ross Bell Sept 30 Jim & Judy Churchill

Sept 19 Olivia Flemming Sept 30 Courtney Jaggi

Werner Schoenknecht    Sept 22
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		11 am - Conkling Park
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				Wms Bible Study 3pm		Evangelism 11am

						BOG 7pm

		Prayer Group 6pm
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		Youth Sunday School

		Resumes 9:30 am		Wms Bible Study 3pm

		Stewardship 

		Prayer Group 6pm
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		Sept 19		Sophie Orsini		Sept 30		Greg Brown		Sept 28		Austin & Noelle Martin

		Sept 19		Hannah Flemming		Sept 30		Ross Bell		Sept 30		Jim & Judy Churchill

		Sept 19		Olivia Flemming		Sept 30		Courtney Jaggi
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