
CAPT.  CHARLES F.  BLAIR MEMORIAL 

LONDON HEATHROW AIRPORT 

The scar l e t  one quar t er - sca l e  mode l  of  a  P- 51  Must ang  f i ght er 

" f l y i ng"  over  t he  r oo f  gar dens at op  t he Queen ' s  Bu i l d i ng  a t  London ' s 

Heat hr ow Ai r por t  r eca l l s  t he  day 30 year s  ago  when t he  o r i g i nal 

a i r c r a f t  " Exca l i bu r  I I I "  l a nded a f t e r  se t t i ng  t he  Ne w Yor k  -  London 

p i s t on - eng i ne  r ecor d  o f  7  hour s  and  48  mi nu t es ,  a  r e cor d  t ha t  s t i l l 

s t a nds      • 

I t  was f l own by t he l at e Capt .  Char l es F.  Bl a i r  ,  who f or  29 year s 

unt i l  h i s r et i r ement  i n 1969 was a seni or  Capt ai n of  Pan Amer i can Wor l d 

Ai r ways.    The or i g i nal  a i r cr a f t  was pr esent ed by Pan Am t o t he 

Smi t hsoni an  I ns t i t ut i on i n  W ashi ng t on ,  D. C. ,  wher e  i t  has been 

r est o r ed and i s on  per manent  d i spl ay  i n t he Nat i onal  A i r  and Space 

Museum. 

The P- 51- 10NT Must ang began i t s ser vi ce l i f e i n t he U. S.  Ar my 

Ai r  For ces on Jul y 25 ,  1944,  when i t s Ai r  For ce ser i a l  n umber  was 

44- 10947.    At  t he end of  Wor l d War  I I ,  i t  was bought  by t he l egendar y 

A.  Paul  Mant z,  f amous as a f l i er  i n movi es and as a r ace pi l ot ,  and 

oper at ed  under  t he r egi s t r at i on NX12O2. 
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Af t e r  su cce ss f u l l y  r a c i ng  t he  mach i n e ,  Man t z  so l d  i t  t o 

Capt .  B l a i r ,  who had  an i mpr oved Rol l s - Royce Mer l i n V- 1650- 9  engi ne 

i ns t a l l ed ,  i n c r ea sed  i t s  f ue l  t an ka ge  an d  had  o t h er  wor ks  car r i e d 

out. 

For  a shor t  t i me,  N1202 as i t  was by t hen,  was named " St or my 

Pe t r e l "  b e f o r e  b e i n g  ch a n ge d  t o  " Exca l i b u r  I I I "  a f t e r  t h e  b i g  f o u r - 

eng i ned  Vought - S i kor sky  VS- 44  f l y i ng  boa t s  t ha t  he  t es t  f l ew and 

p i oneer ed  i n t o  ser vi ce  wi t h  a  company t ha t  was subsequent l y  acqu i r ed 

by Pan Am. 

Af t e r  i t s ep i c f l i gh t s f r om New Yor k  t o London and acr oss  t he   *• 

No r t h  Po l e ,  t he  a i r c r a f t ' s  r i gh t f u l  p l ace  wa s  t o  be  pu t  on  p ub l i c 

exhi b i t i on.    Pan Am bought  t he  ai r cr af t  of f  Capt .  Bl a i r  i n May 195 2 

and  on  November  6 ,  1953  t he a i r l i ne  f o r ma l l y p r esent ed  i t  t o t he 

Nat i onal  Ai r  Museum i n Washi ngt on,  D. C. 

.  An  ext ensi ve  r es t or at i on p r ogr amme was car r i ed ou t  at  t he 

Smi t h so n i an ' s  p r e se r va t i o n  a nd  r e s t o r a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  be t we en  Ap r i l  1 3 , 

1962 and Oct ober  19 ,  1977,  consumi ng a  t ot a l  of  5, 679 man - hour s,  whi ch 

d i d  no t  i nc l ude  wor k  by  ou t s i de  con t r ac t o r s . 

W i t h  t ha t  wo r k  co mp l e t ed ,  " Exca l i bu r  I I I "  wa s r ea dy  f o r  e xh i b i t i o n 

at  t he Smi t hsoni an' s new Nat i onal  Ai r  and Space Museum i n Washi ngt on,  D. C. 

Januar y  30 ,  1981 



 

 

 

PLAQUE 

THE CAPTAIN CHARLES F.  BLAIR MEMORI AL. 

D i r ec t l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  yo u  i n  t he  gar den  i s  a  r ep l i ca  o f  t he 

f amous P- 51  Must ang ,  " Excal i bur  I I I " .    Power ed by a Rol l s - Royce 

Mer l i n  V165O engi ne,  i t  was f l own by  Char l es  F.  Bl a i r  on Januar y 31, 

1951,  nonst op f r om New Yor k t o  London' s Heat hr ow Ai r por t  i n 7  hour s and 

4 8  mi n u t e s ,  a  r e co r d  f o r  p i s t o n - e n g i n e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  s t i l l  s t a n d s . 

La t er ,  on  May 29 ,  1951,  he made t he  f i r s t  so l o  c r oss i ng  of  t he Nor t h 

Pol e i n t he  same Must ang,  f l y i ng nonst op f r om Ba r duf oss ,  Nor way t o 

Fa i r ba nks ,  A l aska .    The  ac t ua l  " Exca l i bu r  I I I "  i s  on  pe r mane n t 

d i spl ay i n t he Nat i onal  Ai r  and Space Museum i n Washi ngt on,  D. C 

A sen i o r  p i l ot  f or  Pan Amer i can  W or l d Ai r ways f o r  29 year s 

un t i l  he  r et i r ed  on  August  1 ,  1969 ,  Capt ai n  B l a i r  was a l so  a 

Br i gadi e r - Gener al  i n t he U. S.  Ai r  For ce  Reser ve  and  he l d  t he 

D i s t i ngu i shed  F l y i ng  Cr oss .    I n  1952,  he  r ece i ved  t he  Har mon 

I n t e r na t i o na l  Av i a t i o n  Awa r d  a s  t h e  " wo r l d ' s  o u t s t an d i ng  a v i a t o r " 

f r om Pr esi dent  Har r y S.  Tr uman;   and i n  1959 he was t he  r eci p i ent 

o f  t he  Thur l ow I n t e r na t i ona l  Awar d  o f  t he  I ns t i t u t e  o f  Nav i g a t i on 

f o r  " o u t s t a n d i n g  co n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  sc i e n ce  o f  n a v i g a t i o n " . 

Thi s memor i a l  was made possi b l e by  con t r i but i ons  f r om Capt a i n 

B l a i r ' s  f r i ends  and f e l l ow empl oyees at  Pan Am,  and unve i l ed  by  hi s 

wi dow,  Maur een O' Har a Bl ai r ,  on Januar y 30,  1981. 



 

BLAIR MEMORIAL UNVEILED AT LONDON' S HEATHROW AIRPORT 

FOR 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF RECORD SETTING FLIGHT. 

A memor i a l  t o t he  l at e  Capt .  Char l es F.  B l a i r ,  who 30 year s  ago 

t omor r o w l anded a t  London ' s  Heat h r ow Ai r por t  a f t e r  se t t i ng  t he 

New Yor k -  London pi st on - engi ne  r ecor d o f  7 hour s  and  48 mi nut es, 

was  unvei l ed t oday by hi s  wi dow,  mot i on  pi ct ur e  st ar  Maur een O ' Har a 

Blai r.                                               , 

The memor i a l  i n t he f o r m of  a one quar t er - scal e  model  of  Capt .   * 

B l a i r ' s  f a mo u s  sca r l e t - co l o u r e d  P - 5 1  Mu s t a n g  f i g h t e r  " Exca l i bu r  I I I "  - 

t he  o r i g i na l  o f  wh i ch  i s  no w r es t o r ed  an d  pa r t  o f  t he  co l l ec t i on  o f 

t he Nat i onal  Ai r  and Space Museum i n Washi ngt on,  D. C.  -  was subscr i bed 

t o by hi s f r i ends  and f e l l ow empl oyees at  Pan Amer i can W or l d Ai r ways. 

. Un t i l  h i s  r e t i r ement  i n August  1969,  he  had  be en a  sen i or  Capt a i n 

f or  29 year s wi t h Pan Am and Amer i can Over seas Ai r l i nes ( whi ch Pan Am 

acqu i r ed  i n  1950) ,  and  had  es t a b l i shed  h i mse l f  as  a  p i oneer  a v i a t o r 

i n  bo t h  U. S .  mi l i t a r y  r e se r ve  an d  c i v i l  f l y i ng .  ' 

The memor i a l  i s l oca t ed i n t he r oo f  gar dens a t op t he Queen' s 

Bu i l d i ng a t  Heat hr ow Ai r por t  on  a s i t e l eased t o Pan Am by t he Br i t i sh 

A i r p o r t s  Au t h o r i t y . 
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Mr .  Nor man Payne,  Cha i r man o f  t he  Br i t i sh  Ai r por t s  Au t hor i t y, 

i n t r od uced Mr s .  B l a i r ,  who u nve i l ed  t h e  me mo r i a l .   A f t e r war d s ,  i t 

was bl essed by t he Roman Cat hol i c chapl ai n at  Heat hr ow,  t he Rev. 

Br i an Laycock. 

Among t hose at t end i ng t he cer emony was Capt .  Bl a i r ' s  e l dest 

son ,  Mr .  Chr i st opher  B l a i r ,  f o r  whom h i s  f at her  had  d r opped a not e 

t o  Sant a c l aus  as  he f l ew over  t he Nor t h  Po l e  dur i ng  ano t her  r ecor d 

s e t t i n g  f l i g h t  w i t h  " E xc a l i b u r  I I I " . 



 

THE LATE CAPT. CHARLES F. BIAIR.                          • 

Cap t .  Cha r l e s  F .  B l a i r ,  an  av i a t o r  f o r  50  yea r s  un t i l  h i s 

unt i mel y deat h i n 1978,  was a man of  many achi evement s i n c i v i l  and 

mi l i t ar y f l y i ng and a man of  many honour s. 

Dur i ng t he 1950s and  1960s,  he  was a  r egu l ar  user  of  London ' s 

Heat hr ow Ai r por t  as a seni or  Capt ai n of  Pan Amer i can W or l d Ai r ways, 

f r om whi ch he r et i r ed i n 1969. 

Heat hr ow was al so  t he t e r mi nal  poi nt  o f  h i s  h i s t o r i c  New Yor k - 

London dash  i n  h i s  o wn scar l e t  P - 51  Must ang  f i gh t e r ,  "  Exca l i bur  I I I " , 

when on  Januar y  31,  1951,  he  se t  up  a  r ecor d  on  t he r ou t e  f o r  p i st on - 

eng i ne  a i r c r a f t  o f  7  ho ur s  and  48  mi nu t e s  t ha t  s t i l l  s t a nds . 

Bor n  i n  Bu f f a l o ,  Ne w Yor k ,  i n  1909,  Capt .  B l a i r  so l oed  o r i g i n a l l y 

i n 1928 bef o r e goi ng  on  t o  gai n  a B. S.  degr ee  i n  Mechani cal  Engi neer i ng 

at  t he Uni ver si t y o f  Ver mont  i n  1931. 

He r an  t wo  s i mu l t aneou s ca r eer s  i n  mi l i t a r y  r eser ve  and  c i v i l 

f l y i ng ,  d ur i n g  bo t h  o f  wh i ch  he  p i o nee r ed  f l y i ng  t echn i q ue s  -  e sp e c i a l l y 

i n  t he  a r ea  o f  na v i ga t i o n  -  t ha t  advanced t he  s t a t e  o f  t he  a r t . 
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Cap t .  B l a i r ' s  c i v i l  f l y i ng  car e e r  p r ope r  bega n i n  Au gus t  1931, 

when he en t e r ed t he U. S.  Navy Fl y i ng Schoo l  at  Pensaco l a,  F l o r i da. 

He gr aduat ed t he f o l l owi ng year  as a Navy Av i at or  and was commi ssi oned 

an Ensi gn i n t he U. S.  Navy Reser ve. 

He r esi gned f r om t he Navy Reser ve i n 1952 t o seek a commi ssi on 

w i t h  t he  U. S Ai r  For ce  Reser ve ,  wh i l e  wor k i ng  wi t h  t he  St r a t e g i c  A i r 

Command f i ght er  wi ng at  Tur ner  Ai r  For ce Base,  Geor gi a,  and was 

commi ssi oned a col onel  U. S. A. F. Res.  i n Apr i l  1953.    He was pr omot ed 

t o  Br i gad i e r - Gener a l  on  Ju l y  23 ,  1959. 

Ca p t .  B l a i r ' s  c i v i l  f l y i n g  ca r e e r  s t a r t e d  w i t h  Un i t e d  A i r l i n e s 

i n 1933 and he was pr omot ed f r om co - pi l ot  t o Capt ai n i n 1936. 

He j o i ned  Amer i can  Expo r t  A i r l i nes ,  l a t e r  t o  change i t s  name t o 

Amer i can  Over seas Ai r l i nes ,  i n  Jul y 194O as  Chi ef  P i l ot .    Thi s  company 

was acqui r ed by Pan Amer i can Wor l d Ai r ways i n 1950.    Capt .  B l a i r ' s 

ser vi ce wi t h t he t wo compani es was cr edi t ed as 29 year s wi t h Pan Am. 

I n  a l l ,  Capt .  B l a i r  ach i eved  mo r e  t han  45 , 000  f l y i ng  ho ur s  - 

equa l  t o  we l l  over  f i ve  yea r s  con t i nuous l y  i n  t he  a i r  -  and  1 , 575 

At l ant i c cr oss i ngs as a Pi l o t  i n  Command. 

He f ounded Ant i l l es A i r  Boa t s  I nc .  i n  1964 i n  t he U. S.  V i r g i n 

I s l ands .    Capt .  Bl a i r  was a l so au t hor  o f  t he book " Red Ba l l  i n  t he 

Sky"  and  co - au t hor  wi t h  Ar t hur  J .  W a l l i s  o f  " Thunder  Above" ,  wh i ch 

was t u r ned  i n t o  t he  mov i e  " Beyond t he  Cur t a i n " . 



 
 

AWARDS. 

Har mon I n t e r na t i ona l  Av i a t i on  Awa r d  f o r  " t he  wor l d ' s  ou t s t and i ng 

avi at o r " ,  pr esent ed a t  a  W hi t e House  cer emony i n 1952 by 

Pr esi dent  Har r y S.  Tr uman.    Awar d made f o l l owi ng f l xght  of  P - 51 

" Exca l i bur  I I I "  n ons t op  f r o m Ba r du f oss ,  Nor wa y,  t o  Fa i r banks , 

Al aska,  i n 10 hour s 27 mi nut es on May 29,  1951,  whi ch was t he 

f i r s t  so l o  f l i gh t  a cr o ss  t h e  A r c t i c  an d  No r t h  Po l e .    I t  was 

des i gned t o  p r ove  t he  accu r acy  and  p r ac t i cab i l i t y  o f  a  sys t e m o f 

navi ga t i on  he had deve l oped f or  f l y i ng  i n  Po l a r  r eg i ons .    He  was 

al so awar ded t he gol d medal  of  t he Nor wegi an Aer o Cl ub ( Nor sk Aer o  ̂

Kl ubb) ,  on l y t he 16 t h t i me i n  43 year s anyone had  been so honour ed. 

Thur l o w Awar d  f o r  " o u t s t and i ng  con t r i bu t i on  t o  t he  sc i e nce  o f 

n a v i ga t i o n " ,  i n  Ju ne ,  1 95 9 ,  f r om t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Nav i ga t i o n . 

Thi s f o l l owed a  per i od  f r om 1957 t o 1960,  when Capt .  B l a i r  wor ked 

wi t h  t he  Of f i ce  o f  t he  U. S.  Ass i s t an t  Secr e t a r y  o f  De f ense  f o r 

Resear ch  and  Eng i neer i ng  on  a  new,  l i gh t - we i gh t ,  a l l - weat her , 

l ow- cost  navi ga t i on sys t em. 

U. S.  Di s t i ngu i shed  Fl y i ng  Cr oss,  1959,  f o r  command i ng  an  oper a t i on 

t o  t es t  t he  f eas i b i l i t y  o f  dep l o yment  r ou t es  be t ween  t he  Far  Eas t 

and  Eur ope  over  t he  Nor t h  Po l e f o r  j e t  f i gh t e r  bomber s ,  and  al so 

t o  t es t  au t omat i c  Dopp l e r  nav i ga t i on  sys t em per f o r mance. 

He was al so t he r eci p i ent  o f  t he Gol d Medal  o f  t he Advent ur er s  Cl ub . 


