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PREVENT CANCER

WITH THE HPV
VACCINE

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infects the skin and
mucous membranes, sometimes causing warts.
Most people clear the infection on their own,
but some stay infected and spread the virus
through direct contact. You can be infected
with HPV without showing any symptoms, so
you may spread it unknowingly. HPV is linked to
33,000 cancer diagnoses in the US each year. (1)

Age 9-12
2 doses spaced 6-12
months apart

Age 13-14 Age 1526
3 doses given
within 6 months

Last chance for 2 doses
spaced 6-12 months apart

Common side effects that can occur after the HPV vaccine (2)
« pain, redness, or swelling where the shot was given

o dizziness or fainting

e Nausea

» headache

 fatigue

« muscle or joint pain
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IF YOU HAVE HPV, WILL YOU GET
CANCER?

Having an HPV infection does not mean you will
develop cancer. HPV infection will go away on
its own for most people. Cancers linked to HPV
infection can be prevented with vaccines and
preventative screenings. (1)

@ ARE THERE ANY OTHER WAYS TO
PREVENT HPV INFECTION?
HPV is spread through skin to skin contact
with part of the body affected by HPV.

Condoms reduce the risk of spreading HPV,
but transmission can still occur, The best
protection against HPV is vaccination. (1,2)

CAN YOU GET HPVY FROM THE
VACCINE?

It is not possible to get HPV infection from the
HPV vaccine. HPV vaccine contains a protein
from the virus that does not have genetic
material. HPV infection cannot occur if there is
no genetic material for the virus to replicate. (4)

IS THE HPV VACCINE LINKED TO
ANY SEVERE SIDE EFFECTS?
The HPV vaccine is not linked to serious side
effects like infertility, chronic fatigue syndrome,
blood clots/stroke, heart attack or death.
Fainting from vaccines can occur in pre-teens
and teens which can be prevented by keeping
the child seated or lying down for 10-15 minutes
after vaccine administration. (4)

WHY IS THE VACCINE RECOMMENDED
FOR CHILDREN AGES 9-12?

The HPV vaccine is meant to protect your child
before they are exposed to the disease. HPV
vaccine is more effective when given at a
younger age. Young people produce more
antibodies to each dose of the vaccine. (2)

AGAINST HPV MAKE THEM THINK
TEEN SEX IS OK?

Studies show that pre-teens and teens who get
the HPV vaccine do not have sex earlier than
those who did not get the vaccine, You can talk
to your child about getting the vaccine now to
protect them in the future. (2,3)

@ WILL VACCINATING MY CHILD

1) American Cancer Society https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/infectious-agents/hpv/hpv-and-cancer-info.html
2) HealthyChildren.org https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/Vaccinating-Your-
Preteen-Addressing-Common-Concerns.aspx

3) HealthyChildren.org https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/How-to-Talk-to-
Your-Preteen-About-HPV-Vaccine.aspx
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