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I write a lot about how emergence may be the single greatest paradigm shift in human history, 
and I'm beyond grateful to be alive during a time where so much is up in the air. Call me crazy, 
but I live for this shit.

At times, it feels like no one truly has a clue how anything works, and while that's anxiety 
inducing to many, I can't help but see it as a fun challenge.

The paradigm shift between reductionism and emergentism is fundamentally no different from 
any other paradigm shift, but the fundamental level that it's occurring on makes it feel so much 
more intense.

Whereas any paradigm shift is met with an initial resistance of "well how would this work?" "is 
that accounted for?" and "is this even relevant anymore?", all of these questions hit different 
when all scientific progress and the fundamental assumptions of our society are called into 
question.

For professional scientists and philosophers, the pressure for answers and the consequences 
of wrong ones may be too great for them to take on this task of exploring this shift.

And that's where my high ass comes in with nothing to lose.

My entire cadence is built around "here is what I think" not "here is what I am asserting is true 
from a position of authority".
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And from this casual position, I think I can help "real" scientists and philosophers figure out 
what's going on by being willing to be wrong in the right direction myself.

If none of my claims themselves are meaningfully true, then I hope the discussions about them 
lead to things that are.

And this may be my most significant contribution yet; this post will be exploring the concept 
of emergent reciprocation, and how emergent equilibrium must be established in order for 
emergent systems to sustain themselves.

Understanding and mapping these relationships will allow us to embrace emergent 
engineering and produce great impact with little effort.

Definitions
As a refresher, emergence refers to when complex systems with unique phenomena are 
produced by the interactions of simpler components. The whole of system interaction is greater 
than the sum of the interactions of the individual parts. 

Emergent reciprocation refers to the interactions between the components of a complex 
system and the emergent phenomena that it is producing. As components interact and produce 
new traits, these traits then influence the components.

This can potentially lead to a state of emergent equilibrium where a sustainable relationship 
between the components and any emergent phenomena is achieved. Being able to establish 
this dynamic, adaptive equilibrium is the key factor in emergent systems establishing and 
sustaining themselves.

Systems Thinking, Panarchy, and Causality
Before digging into emergent reciprocation itself, I want to go over current systems thinking. 
While this is a fundamental change for all science, there are only a handful of fields that have 
truly adopted a systems thinking approach. Given the lack of a unified effort, there are several 
variations of similar concepts depending on the field you are pulling from, we need to set the 
stage for how these terms will be used going forward.

Systems thinking is the battleground for the war between reductionism and emergence. It's a 
holistic approach to understanding how parts interact within a whole, focusing on relationships, 
feedback, and dynamics rather than isolated components.

Reductionists still value systems thinking, as they acknowledge the reality of weak emergence, 
which describes phenomena that occur as the result of components interacting, but can be 
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explained and modeled using component behavior alone. This is opposed to strong 
emergence which suggests that truly novel phenomena are caused by the interactions of 
components that can't be explained by the interactions of the components alone.

According to weak emergence, any novel behaviors only seem novel because the components 
are interacting in complex ways, but everything can still be fundamentally reduced to individual 
component behavior. A traditional example of emergence is swarm behavior in birds, which can 
be reduced to simple rules that each bird follows.

Panarchy takes systems thinking a step further while still being somewhat tolerable to 
reductionists. It focuses on adaptive cycles and cross-scale interactions in complex systems, 
emphasizing how systems evolve and interact across hierarchical levels (e.g., from local to 
global). 

Panarchy naturally supports emergent thinking without being the determining factor in whether 
strong emergence is being embraced. Panarchy highlights cross-scale feedback loops, where 
changes at one scale (e.g., individual components) can lead to emergent phenomena at a 
higher scale (e.g., system behavior), and vice versa.

It describes self-organizing processes, where adaptive cycles and transitions (e.g., growth, 
conservation, release, and reorganization) are driven by the interactions of components and 
subsystems.

The focus on unpredictability and system dynamics reinforces the idea that higher-level system 
properties cannot always be reduced to the sum of their parts, which makes panarchy more 
pro-emergence than reductionism. But it's still not the determining factor in strong emergence.

The presence of downward causality is what separates instances of strong emergence from 
weak emergence. Downward causality refers to the idea that higher-level phenomena 
(emergent properties) can influence or constrain the behavior of the components or subsystems 
at the lower levels. This breaks from the traditional view of causality, where lower-level 
interactions solely drive higher-level outcomes.

When considered within a panarchist perspective, downward causality also invalidates linear 
causality. Linear causality is the basis of all human reason. A causes B causes C, etc., in that 
order, and only in one direction.

In a semi-reduced perspective that has you looking specifically at a single tier of 
component/system interactions, this is replaced by circular causality, which is a form of non-
linear causality where feedback loops are formed between causes and effects. It is the 
fundamental form of reciprocation that emergent reciprocation is a specific type of.

However, when you're considering broader complex systems and reality itself, a causal 
mesh of relationships that can't be fully isolated is discovered. 

Acknowledging the causal mesh within complex systems reinforces the inherently unintelligible 
nature of reality, as it reveals that our attempts to isolate and control individual components can 
never fully account for the web of relationships that produce the emergent phenomena we 
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observe. In a causal mesh, no single element operates in isolation, and each interaction 
reverberates through the entire system in ways that defy reductionist simplifications. 

This complexity challenges the reductionist desire for control and absolute certainty, forcing us 
to shift our focus towards a framework of relationalism. Rather than seeking rigid, absolute 
answers or linear cause-and-effect pathways, we must embrace a relative, 
probabilistic approach to understanding reality. Here, knowledge becomes an ongoing 
process of negotiation, where the interactions between systems and components are 
understood as probabilistic relationships, subject to change and revision based on context and 
scale. 

In this light, the pursuit of truth is no longer about establishing fixed, unchanging laws, but about 
adapting to the dynamic, interconnected web of interactions that shape our understanding. By 
prioritizing relationality over reductionist control, we allow for a more flexible, resilient, and 
ultimately true grasp of the complexity of the world.

The rest of this post will be describing emergent reciprocation as the fundamental relationship 
of Life.

Emergent Reciprocation Exploration
Emergent reciprocation is a subset or refinement of circular causality that emphasizes the 
interdependent nature of the system and its components. The distinction between plain circular 
causality is the system itself cannot exist independently of the feedback loop. Let's explore this 
a bit more:

Relative Isolation:

As mentioned in the last second, when we're discussing complex systems within a panarchist 
perspective, connectivity is fundamentally assumed within all systems. Absolute isolation 
doesn't exist in our universe. There is no fully isolated, self-sustaining system that doesn't 
depend on the rest of the universe to be oriented and operating as it is. Because of this, it's 
important that we acknowledge relative isolation within complex systems, where systems are 
isolated and understood down to the reactants needed from the environment and the products 
deposited into the environment.

Circular Causality:

~ Refers broadly to feedback loops where two or more entities influence each other in a 
dynamic cycle.

4/26/25, 11:32 AM Proton Docs Editor

https://docs.proton.me/doc?mode=open&volumeId=MCmhxKkRq8HV072j9ODqrnl1M0FZ_EzRfc5lbI7q6gTB0OexZznj0dvcv4Roub1sWovB… 4/15



~ The entities involved can exist independently of one another and still interact within the loop 
(e.g., predator-prey dynamics, where both species exist outside the specific loop).

~ Commonly used in systems theory, cybernetics, and cognitive science to describe reciprocal 
influences.

Emergent Reciprocity:

~ A specific dynamic within circular causality, found in complex systems where the system-level 
phenomenon (the emergent property) and the component-level interactions are co-constitutive.

~ The system cannot exist independently of the loop because the emergent phenomenon is 
produced by the components and simultaneously influences those components in a feedback 
loop unique to the system's structure.

Interdependence:
~ In emergent reciprocity, the components and the system-level emergent phenomenon are not 
independent entities; they are mutually dependent and co-create one another.

~ Example: In human cognition, the brain's neural activity (components) gives rise to the mind 
(emergent phenomenon), which in turn influences neural activity.

Self-Producing Systems:
~ Emergent reciprocity highlights that the system exists because of the loop, not 
independently of it. Without this reciprocal interaction, the system collapses or ceases to exist.

~ Example: Ecosystems are defined by the reciprocal feedback between organisms 
(components) and environmental conditions (emergent system), neither of which can exist in 
the same form without the other.

Causal Integration:

Causal integration is when emergent phenomena, arising from the interactions of system 
components (upward causality), subsequently influence and sustain the system by affecting 
those very components (downward causality). This bidirectional interplay is central to 
understanding complex systems, where higher-level emergent properties and lower-level 
components continuously shape each other. When causal integration is achieved, strong 
emergence is achieved, although this feedback loop isn't necessarily sustainable, as we'll 
investigate in the next section.
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The 3 Categories of Emergent Systems
Emergent systems can be categorized based on the dynamics of their causality and the 
sustainability of their interactions. These categories—explosive emergence, sustained 
emergence, and failed emergence—offer a framework for understanding how systems 
interact with their components, their environment, and other systems.

Explosive Emergence

Definition: Explosive emergent systems are characterized by the rapid and intense integration 
of component interactions, resulting in a high-impact, short-lived emergent phenomenon. These 
systems exhibit downward causality, but their influence is unsustainable due to their 
dependence on transient or unstable conditions.

Key Characteristics:

~ Rapid formation and dissipation.

~ High dependency on specific environmental or component interactions.

~ Little to no ability to self-sustain or adapt beyond their initial emergence.

Examples:

~ Tornadoes: Formed through the interaction of atmospheric components like wind, 
temperature, and pressure, tornadoes exhibit a brief but intense emergent phenomenon that 
quickly dissipates when environmental conditions change.

~ Flash mobs: A collective behavior that arises spontaneously but is unsustainable once the 
initial novelty or energy dissipates.

Sustained Emergence

Definition: Sustained emergent systems occur when component interactions produce 
phenomena that reinforce and stabilize the system, enabling it to persist and adapt over time. 
These systems exhibit downward causality that supports continued upward causality, creating a 
self-sustaining cycle of interaction.

Key Characteristics:

~ Stability and adaptability within their environment.

~ Clear feedback loops between components and the system as a whole.

~ Capacity for self-organization and resilience in the face of external changes.
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Examples:

~ Living Organisms: Cells interact to form tissues and organs, which in turn sustain the 
organism through feedback mechanisms like homeostasis.

~ Ecosystems: Coral reefs, rainforests, and other ecosystems balance numerous species 
interactions to maintain biodiversity and adapt to environmental changes.

~ Economic Markets: When properly regulated, markets can self-sustain through the interplay 
of supply, demand, and innovation, adapting to changing conditions.

Failed Emergence

Definition: Failed emergent systems occur when downward causality suppresses or constrains 
component interactions, preventing the system from achieving genuine emergence. These 
systems may function but lack the adaptability or novelty to thrive, making them prone to 
stagnation or collapse.

Key Characteristics:

~ Over-constrained or underdeveloped feedback loops.

~ Limited novelty or system-level adaptation.

~ High dependence on external inputs or rigid structures.

Examples:

~ Overmanaged Organizations: Companies with overly rigid hierarchies and excessive 
control can stifle innovation, preventing the emergence of novel solutions or adaptive strategies.

~ Damaged Ecosystems: Overexploitation or mismanagement of natural resources can limit 
biodiversity and resilience, turning once-thriving ecosystems into fragile or failed systems.

~ Authoritarian Societies: Excessive top-down control can suppress individual and 
community-level interactions, preventing the natural development of adaptive social systems.

Emergent Systems in Context

These three types of emergent systems do not exist in isolation. Instead, they are part of the 
broader causal mesh, where local dynamics influence higher-order systems, and vice versa. 
Recognizing the differences between explosive, sustained, and failed emergence is crucial for 
understanding how systems evolve and interact. While explosive emergence may catalyze 
change, only sustained emergence fosters long-term stability, and the suppression found in 
failed emergence often signals a need for systemic reevaluation or intervention.
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Omni-Directional Impact of Emergent Systems
Emergent systems exist as nodes within a vast network of interactions, continuously influencing 
and being influenced by their surroundings. To truly understand the dynamics of emergence, we 
must consider its omni-directional impact—how it affects and is affected by systems and 
components across multiple dimensions: local, lateral, upward, downward, inward, and 
outward. This perspective emphasizes the relational nature of emergence and highlights the 
interconnectedness of complex systems.

Local (Downward) Impact

Definition: The influence of emergent systems on their immediate components and 
subsystems.

Description: Emergent systems arise from the interactions of their components, and their 
continued existence depends on the dynamics at this local level. Local impacts often 
involve feedback loops that refine or disrupt the components' behaviors.

Examples: 

In ecosystems, predator-prey dynamics regulate population sizes and maintain 
biodiversity.

Within an organization, a new leadership structure influences individual employee 
behaviors and team dynamics.

Upward Impact
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Definition: The influence of emergent systems on higher-order systems or meta-systems.

Description: When emergent systems contribute to or alter the behavior of larger systems 
they are part of, they exert upward causality. This can reinforce or destabilize broader 
systems.

Examples: 

An innovative technology developed within a company (emergent system) reshapes 
an entire industry (meta-system).

Social movements influence national policies, reshaping political systems.

Lateral Impact

Definition: The influence of emergent systems on other systems at the same hierarchical 
level.

Description: Emergent systems often interact with their peers, exchanging resources, 
information, or energy. These lateral impacts can lead to cooperation, competition, or 
conflict between systems.

Examples: 

Neighboring ecosystems, such as forests and rivers, interact to create larger 
biogeographical systems.

Economic systems influence one another through trade, competition, and 
collaboration, as seen in global markets.

Inward Impact

Definition: The influence of external systems or the environment on the internal structure 
and dynamics of an emergent system.

Description: Emergent systems do not exist in isolation; they are shaped by external 
forces that affect their internal coherence and adaptability.

Examples: 

Climate change alters the internal dynamics of ecosystems, forcing them to adapt or 
collapse.

Market fluctuations impact individual businesses, requiring them to adjust strategies to 
survive.
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Outward Impact

Definition: The influence of emergent systems on their surrounding environment or 
broader context.

Description: Emergent systems can have wide-reaching effects beyond their immediate 
interactions, shaping the context in which other systems operate.

Examples: 

Urbanization reshapes landscapes and disrupts natural ecosystems.

Scientific breakthroughs redefine the paradigms of knowledge and influence other 
fields of study.

The Need for Holistic Assessment

When analyzing complex systems, accounting for their omni-directional impacts is essential. 
Emergence does not operate within neatly confined boundaries—it radiates influence across 
hierarchical levels, lateral connections, and relational dimensions. These interactions create 
feedback loops, cascading effects, and cross-scale dependencies that defy simplistic, linear 
explanations.

Guiding Principles for Holistic Assessment:

Relational Thinking: Focus on connections and interactions rather than isolated entities.

Multi-Scale Analysis: Assess impacts at the local, lateral, upward, downward, inward, and 
outward levels.

Feedback Awareness: Identify both reinforcing and balancing feedback loops.

Dynamic Adaptation: Consider how systems and their impacts evolve over time.

By embracing this omni-directional perspective, we can better understand how emergent 
systems contribute to and depend on the broader networks of reality. This approach highlights 
the importance of relational thinking and probabilistic certainty, reinforcing the idea that no 
system exists in isolation.
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Emergent Engineering
Emergent Engineering is the process of mapping the intricate causal mesh within complex 
systems to identify leverage points—critical nodes or relationships where small, precise inputs 
can produce disproportionately large and predictable outputs. It represents a strategic 
application of systems thinking and emergence, focusing on understanding and influencing the 
interplay of components, feedback loops, and multi-scale dynamics to guide systems toward 
desired outcomes.

Mapping the Causal Mesh

The causal mesh refers to the web of interactions within a complex system, encompassing 
upward, downward, lateral, inward, and outward causality. Emergent engineering involves 
untangling this web to reveal:

~ Key Components: Identifying the elements most critical to the system’s behavior.

~ Feedback Loops: Mapping reinforcing and balancing loops that sustain or destabilize the 
system.

~ Cross-Scale Interactions: Recognizing how actions at one scale ripple across others.

~ Dynamic Relationships: Understanding how interactions evolve over time.

Through mapping, emergent engineers can uncover the points where interventions yield the 
greatest influence, reducing wasteful efforts and amplifying system-level effects.

Leverage Points: The Heart of Emergent Engineering

Leverage points are places in the causal mesh where a small change in input can drive 
substantial system-wide transformations. Emergent engineering focuses on locating and 
utilizing these points to maximize impact.

~ High Leverage Interventions: Targeting feedback loops to amplify desired behaviors or 
suppress undesired ones.

~ Adaptive Management: Adjusting leverage points as the system evolves to maintain 
effectiveness.

~ Synergistic Effects: Creating interventions that align multiple subsystems to reinforce each 
other.

An example of leverage in emergent engineering is improving urban traffic systems. By 
optimizing key intersections or introducing dynamic traffic signals, it’s possible to reduce 
congestion across the entire city, even without changing every road or vehicle.
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Predictability Through Emergence

Emergent engineering recognizes that while complex systems are inherently unpredictable in 
their entirety, understanding their causal mesh can create localized predictability. By identifying 
leverage points and applying targeted interventions, we can direct the system’s emergent 
behavior toward stable, sustainable, and desirable outcomes.

This process relies on:

~ Relational Understanding: Analyzing how components influence one another.

~ Probabilistic Thinking: Accepting uncertainty while maximizing the likelihood of desired 
outcomes.

~ Iterative Refinement: Continuously improving interventions based on system feedback.

Emergent Engineering in Action

Emergent engineering can be applied to a variety of fields, including:

~ Environmental Systems: Enhancing ecosystem resilience by targeting biodiversity hotspots.

~ Healthcare Systems: Reducing disease spread by focusing on high-transmission nodes.

~ Technology Development: Innovating tools that amplify user productivity through intuitive 
design.

~ Organizational Management: Improving workplace dynamics by addressing cultural or 
structural leverage points.

Emergent Engineering as a Framework for Change

Emergent engineering offers a powerful framework for navigating and shaping complex 
systems. By mapping the causal mesh and identifying leverage points, it empowers individuals 
and organizations to drive meaningful, large-scale change with minimal resources. This 
approach prioritizes relational thinking and adaptability, highlighting the profound potential of 
leveraging emergent properties for sustainable progress.
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The Politics of Emergence
I know many academics prefer to keep their politics and science separate. But I'm not an 
academic, so fuck you.

Also, there's a very clear connection between the politics of the world today and the 
suppression of emergent perspectives.

Authoritarian societies, by their very nature, are structured to resist downward causality. They 
are built on hierarchical systems of control, where influence flows predominantly in a top-down 
manner, and individual components (whether individuals, organizations, or subsystems) are 
limited in their ability to influence the larger system. 

This rigidity suppresses the feedback loops and interconnectivity that are essential for 
emergence. In doing so, authoritarian systems undermine the potential for adaptive, self-
organizing processes that drive sustainability and innovation.

At the root of this resistance is a societal paradigm rooted in overly simplified understandings of 
cause and effect. Linear causality dominates decision-making and legal liability, promoting the 
belief that every effect has a single, isolated cause. 

This approach, while useful in certain contexts, fails to account for the complex, multi-directional 
interactions that define emergent systems. By reducing causality to a straight line, we ignore 
the web of relationships that produce systemic behavior, making it impossible to effectively 
harness emergence and dooming society to endless social conflict caused by ignoring 
emergent outcomes that could be easily predicted.

The Tyranny of Individualism

Compounding this issue is the deeply ingrained cultural emphasis on individualism, which 
isolates components from their relational context. Individual success, progress, and behavior 
are treated as self-contained phenomena, divorced from the broader systems that shape and 
sustain them. 

This perspective denies the role of interconnectedness and mutual dependence, both of which 
are critical for understanding and fostering emergent phenomena.

In an authoritarian society, individual components are viewed as either tools for enforcing the 
system's rules or as potential threats to its stability. This reinforces the isolation of systems and 
subsystems, treating them as separate entities rather than interdependent layers of a larger 
whole. 

Such fragmentation makes it nearly impossible to recognize or leverage the emergent feedback 
loops that arise from reciprocal interactions between components and the system.

The Emergent Paradigm Shift: A Suppressed Revolution

The paradigm shift toward emergent thinking—embracing systems as relational, dynamic, and 
fundamentally interconnected—represents a fundamental challenge to authoritarian 
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frameworks. 

Emergent systems demand adaptability, openness, and the recognition that downward causality 
exists and plays a vital role in shaping component interactions. This requires societies to move 
beyond reductionism, linear causality, and the illusion of centralized control.

The shift is slow and heavily resisted because it undermines the very foundations of how 
authoritarian societies operate. Simplified cause-and-effect relationships offer the illusion of 
control, where problems can be solved with direct interventions and outcomes can be predicted 
with certainty. 

The emergent paradigm, by contrast, demands a willingness to embrace complexity, 
uncertainty, and the unpredictability of non-linear interactions. It also demands a collective 
orientation that prioritizes relationalism over individualism—an idea that fundamentally opposes 
the isolated, competitive ethos of authoritarian systems.

Emergent Thinking as Liberation

To fully embrace emergence, societies must recognize that complex systems cannot be 
reduced to isolated parts or controlled through singular mechanisms. Instead, they must 
prioritize relational thinking, systemic feedback, and adaptive processes that respect the 
interdependence of components and scales. 

This requires a profound cultural and structural shift—one that challenges the centralization of 
power, the fragmentation of knowledge, and the reductionist worldview.

Emergent thinking offers a path to liberation—not just from the constraints of authoritarianism, 
but from the limitations of a worldview that isolates and simplifies. Most importantly, it prevents 
us from adopting the absolute certainty that has led to so much atrocity throughout history only 
to be later exposed as total nonsense.

By embracing the complexity of systems and the omnidirectional impacts of causality, we can 
build societies that are more sustainable, resilient, and capable of adaptive growth. The shift to 
an emergent paradigm is not merely a scientific or philosophical revolution; it is a societal 
transformation that redefines how we understand and engage with reality itself.

This is our path out of the woods. Society is chaotic because it won't recognize reality as 
chaotic. Instead of looking our leaders to be the madmen to face the chaos and get ahead of 
necessary changes, we empower anyone who tells us everything is fine and everything is under 
control.

4/26/25, 11:32 AM Proton Docs Editor

https://docs.proton.me/doc?mode=open&volumeId=MCmhxKkRq8HV072j9ODqrnl1M0FZ_EzRfc5lbI7q6gTB0OexZznj0dvcv4Roub1sWov… 14/15



As of right now, the only certainty being produced by the reduced worldview is destruction.
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