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The Mission of Our Diocese 

Honor our Tradition, Build for the Future, Mercy in Mission. 

  

  

The Vision of Our Parish 

To be the Body of Christ here and now—reaching out to welcome all,  

witnessing to God’s love in our lives, and sharing that love with others. 
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 1 CHRISTMAS   DECEMBER 26, 2021 
 

 

Holy Communion—Rite II 

The Word of God                                                             Prayer Book 355 

Gloria         Prayer Book 356 

The Collect        Prayer Book 357 

 Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant 

that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

First Lesson 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has  

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of  

 righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself  

with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is   

sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up  

before all the nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will   

not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning  

torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be  

called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of   

beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

       The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm 

Psalm 147  

[1 Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names. 

-1- 

 

 



5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 

but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 

and for the young ravens when they cry. 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 

he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 

12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 

in those who await his gracious favor.] 

13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 

praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 

he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 

he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 

and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 

who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 

he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 

his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 

to them he has not revealed his judgments. Hallelujah! 
 

          Glory to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:     As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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The Epistle 

Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 

revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 

heir, through God. 
 

    The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel  

             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 

to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 

who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he 

of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is 

God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
     

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

Sermon        The Rev. Raynald Bonoan 

Nicene Creed        Prayer Book 358 

Prayers of the People—Form III    Prayer Book 387 

Confession, Absolution and Peace    Prayer Book 360 
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Announcements and Blessings         

The Offertory 

The Great Thanksgiving—Prayer A    Prayer Book 361 

Salutation        Prayer Book 361 

Sanctus         Prayer Book 361 

The Lord’s Prayer       Prayer Book 364 

The Breaking of the Bread     Prayer Book 364 

Invitation of Communion (All baptized persons are invited) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving         Prayer Book 365 
 

 

DIOCESAN PRAYER:  Gracious God, as we walk by faith the shared journey of choosing a 

bishop for the Diocese of Southwest Florida, nurture within us discerning hearts and minds 

hopeful for possibilities yet to be revealed.  Send us a caring leader, we pray, who will uniquely 

delight in the diverse and abundant gifts of this diocese, which so richly reflect your unity in 

diversity.  Equip our human eyes and ears with divine recognition for the chief pastor of this 

diocese whom you have chosen to lead us in the ever-unfolding mission of your Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

 

 

Intercessions: (Urgent needs this week): Dennis,  Jerry,   Allen, James,  Sharon, Mimi, Glad, 

Avery,  Cindy,  Bishop Dabney,  John,  Felimon, Constante, Nida, Eden, Barbara, Becky, 

Ernie, Michelle, Ado, Sharon, Carole, William, Sonya, Gin, Joshua and family,  

Jason and family, Ernie, Rebecca, all first responders and health care workers, all those 

who suffer from the Coronavirus and their families and friends, for The Coalition Against 

Human Trafficking, the Victims of Human Trafficking, for the migrant workers, and for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Dominican Republic and the Philippines. Pray for 

Justice.  

 

We pray for those who have died, especially the victims of the coronavirus.  Pray for their 

families and friends.  

 

We give thanks for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, especially Fr. 

Joe’s Ordination Anniversary.   

 

PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CHURCH 

OFFICE! OR CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE FOR GIVING ON-LINE.  
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