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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG:                                                        “We Are All One in Christ” 
 
1 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 A single great commission 
 compels us from above 
 to plan and work together 
 that all may know Christ's love. 



2 We all are called to service, 
 to witness in God's name. 
 Our ministries are diff'rent; 
 our purpose is the same: 
 to touch the lives of others 
 with God's surprising grace, 
 so ev'ry folk and nation 
 may feel God's warm embrace. 
 
3 Now let us be united, 
 and let our song be heard. 
 Now let us be a vessel 
 for God's redeeming Word. 
 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 

our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 

Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are confused, 
worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our world. Lord, 
we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love others. We 
pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in us the desire to 
choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better nation; 



a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the past, a 
place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do be for your 
glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
WORD 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock  
from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to  
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, 
but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort  
all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden 
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out  
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance  
swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands  
wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at  
the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a  
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever,  
and my deliverance will never be ended. 
  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 138 
 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your  
       steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 
  that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 

 

 



7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall    
       save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of  
       your hands.  

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8    
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your  
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual  
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your  
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable  
and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of  
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each  
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have  
many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are  
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the  
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Alleluia. (Matt. 16:16) 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 16:13-20  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.  The gospel of the Lord.   

   
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 
 

What’s My Line? 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lord Jesus who is the Christ. 

I am sure that many of you who are young enough recall two television programs that aired 

in the early 1950’s to the mid-1960. One program was titled What’s My Line and the other 

I’ve Got A Secret. The object of both programs was to identify the mystery guest by asking 

a series of questions. At times, the panel was able to identify the mystery guest and, at 

other times, they failed.  

This morning’s gospel is Matthew’s production of What’s My Line and I’ve Got A Secret. 

The mystery guest is Jesus and then panel is the disciples. Jesus poses the question, 

“13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’” Matthew 16:13.  

Jesus asks this question, not out of mere curiosity, but because the answer is very 

important. This is an issue of faith, faith (or lack thereof) in the Messiah whom God sent 

into the world. The answer to this question is just as important today as it was 2,000 years 

ago, “Who do you say He is?” 

The disciples tell him what had reached their ears. “Some say you are Elijah.” It was the 
belief of the day that God would send the prophet Elijah back to Israel to prepare the way 
for the coming Messiah. This is based on the prophecy of Malachi 4:5. (We know the 
fulfillment of this prophecy to be John the Baptist.) Their answer indicated the high regard 
they had for Jesus. He was thought of as a great prophet, but He must be the forerunner of 
the Messiah because He doesn’t quite “fit the bill” of who they expected the Messiah to be. 

“Others say John the Baptist.” No doubt these people knew about John. If they hadn’t 
heard his preaching directly, then they had certainly heard of him. The manner of his death, 
how Herod had beheaded him, was no secret. Yet, here was another man who preached a 
message that was hauntingly familiar. So familiar in fact, that many of them believed that 
Jesus was John the Baptist come back from the dead!  

“Still others say Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Like Jeremiah, Jesus was a man who 
preached God’s Word in all of its truth and authority. Both spoke the Word unashamedly 
and suffered because of it. Once again we see a positive view of Jesus’ ministry here. 
Once again, He isn’t thought of as the Messiah who saves. For the third time, the answer of 
the people falls short of the truth. 

Jesus looks directly at Peter and asks, “Who do you say I am?” Peter replies, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God!” Jesus acknowledges that Peter is right. 17 “And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 



this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” 
Matthew 16:17-18. 

Jesus is identified as the Messiah, the one sent by God to save His people and people of 
His day and even today, don’t recognize Him. Saying Jesus is a prophet, teacher, or a 
good example are all nice things to say about Him. They are all positive remarks, but if that 
is the extent of their answer then the answer is wrong. The people of Jesus time got it 
wrong. The people of our day get it wrong. They do not understand, nor do they confess 
who Jesus really is. So, what is the correct answer? Who is this man Jesus? 

What about you and me today? Jesus didn’t just ask this question to the disciples of his 
day, He asks it to the disciples of this day. The question rings down through the ages and 
echoes in our ears this morning…”Who do you say I am?” I would guess that almost 
everyone here, and almost everyone listening on the internet, would confess with Peter, 
that Jesus is their Savior and the Son of the Living God. This faith is not from yourselves, 
you didn’t cook it up on your own. This faith is a gift to you from God Himself. Jesus has 
called you by name as well. In the waters of your Baptism, either as an adult or child, God 
has called you by name to be a part of His eternal family. You were given faith in Him and 
against your God-given faith and salvation; even the gates of hell will not prevail! What an 
awesome Promise! What a great comfort! 

By grace we have a God-given, saving faith in Christ. When we rely on ourselves rather 
than God, we fall into this deadly trap of sin. When we say that Jesus is our Lord, and then 
live our lives on our own terms and by our own rules, we deny our faith. When we say that 
Jesus is our Savior, and then harbor the belief that our good works have earned God’s 
grace and that we somehow deserve His favor, we wipe our feet on what He has done for 
us. When we claim that Jesus is the Son of God, and then keep silent about Him so that we 
do not offend anyone, we have committed the same sin Peter did when he denied Christ 
three times the night He was betrayed. 

If our salvation depended upon us, we would be in a hopeless situation. We would be lost 
forever. Thanks be to God that His promises do not depend on our efforts! His gift of grace 
is given freely, even to those who are ungrateful at times. He is the Rock, an unmovable 
foundation, and our sin is not going to shake His love! 

Peter, you, and me--we are all in the same boat. We have been given God’s gift of faith. 
God’s promises are real in our lives. We have the hope of life everlasting. Even when we 
mess it up, get it wrong, and utterly fail—our loving God is there with His arms wide open. 
Arms that were once nailed to a cross, now reach out in a loving embrace to forgive and 
restore fallen sinners like us. For all the times we get it wrong, Jesus got it right. For all the 
times we utterly fail, Jesus succeeded. For all the times we completely mess it up, Jesus 
completely fixed it on the cross. 

This sacrificial love of God’s Son is the foundation upon which the church has been built. It 
is on this rock that our salvation rests. By faith, it is here that we stand, now and for all 
eternity. That’s not an opinion, it’s a fact! 



Amen.   

HYMN OF THE DAY                        “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,  
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice 
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earth's sorrows 
 are more felt than up in heav'n. 
 There is no place where earth's failings 
 have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
 and a promised grace made good; 
 there is mercy with the Savior; 
 there is healing in his blood. 
 There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
 there is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper home of bliss. 
 
3 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 
 
4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

The Apostle’s Creed 
Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the 
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at 
home and throughout the world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join 
our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this 
wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators 
and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in 
need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all 
who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on our 
prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing through 
the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and all who tend 
to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose 
for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are 



bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You call us into this community of Hope Lutheran Church and Daytona Beach, in which we, 
though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in ourselves and in one another the 
unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church for the sake of the world. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy 
and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved 
dead. Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers  
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 
 
Our Father 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 



Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 

keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 
Sending Hymn                     “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 
 
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
 the author of creation! 
 O God of love, you understood 
 our need for your salvation. 
 With healing balm our souls you fill; 
 all our lament with peace you still. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
2 What your almighty pow'r has made, 
 in mercy you are keeping; 
 by morning glow or evening shade, 
 your eye is never sleeping; 
 in the dominion of your might 
 all things are just and good and right. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 
 O God, in mercy hear us. 
 Our Savior saw our helplessness 
 and came with peace to cheer us. 
 For this we thank and praise the Lord, 
 who is by one and all adored. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
4 All who confess Christ's holy name, 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Let all God's saving pow'r proclaim; 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Cast ev'ry idol from its throne; 
 God is the Lord, and God alone. 
 To God all praise and glory! 

Text: Johann J. Schütz, 1640-1690; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-1897, adapt. 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 



 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & 
Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Sherrie 
Timm, Cheryle Seilhamer, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish 
Hoagland, Al Hewson, Renee McLoud, Sherry Timm, Marilyn 
Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie Overton, Pastor Tom Sublett. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF HOPE 

 

Sandy & Jim Speicher - daughter & son-in-law of Schirras  
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – friends of Hope                                                                                                                                          
Eli –Son of Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet 
Carol Prieur – Friend of the Kelly’s with Lynch Syndrome 
Brian Lester- Son of Bob and Becky 
Ray Ulmer's brother 

Lori and Keither – Family of Ruth McLoud 

Members of the Armed Forces 
Emergency First Responders 
All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 
 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone needing 

our prayers. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 



 

REMINDER: 

Our Church Building Closed due to the increase in 

COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia County!  

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


