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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for 
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. 
 
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us 
again with the water of life. We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water 
in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life 
only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
 
Let us confess our sins before the Lord. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Gracious God,  
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly 
and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed 
from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and 
right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house 
forever. C: Amen 
 



Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 
live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the 
free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. C: Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG:   “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” 
 
1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 
 his truth is marching on. 
 
Refrain 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 
 His truth is marching on. 
 
2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 
 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 
 Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 
 Our God is marching on.  Refrain 
 
3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 
 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 
 while God is marching on.  Refrain 
 

Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910 
 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Let us pray: O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending 

into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BISHOP SUAREZ PRAYER FOR THE PANDEMIC 
Merciful God,  
We know that your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation. 

Pour out your Spirit on all people living with this illness, or who are living with 
anxiety about this illness.  Be with those who tend to the needs of the sick.  
Strengthen us all in body and spirit, console us when we are anxious, comfort 
us in grief, and hearten us in discouragement.  Help to remind us that you 
claim us as your own, and are with us wherever we go.  Through Jesus Christ, 
our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:1-21 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is 
it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed 
and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both 
men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon 
to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”  

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 
(recite responsively, congregation in bold) 
 
24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
27All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  
32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the LORD. 
35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 
  Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 

3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL SONG  
Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your 
love. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL READING:  John 20:19-23 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   
  The Gospel of the Lord 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  

Gifts? What Gifts? 
 

 
He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

I imagine that we have members in our congregation who were classified as “gifted and 
talented” when you were in school. If you were identified as “gifted and talented” in 
elementary school, most likely you carried it forward into high school. Honors and 
advanced placement classes were in your future. Your parent’s may have had a “My 
child is an Honor Student at fill in the school” bumper sticker. I can honestly say that 
during my years in academia, I never had that problem.  

We’ve all read about child prodigies. Children graduating from college in their teenage 
years, people gifted with incredible talent in sports, music, the arts and the list goes on. 
This, too, is an experience that I missed out on growing up.  

There is nothing wrong with being identified as an exceptional student, athlete, 
musician, artist, computer whiz (I missed that one too) because those are all gifts God 
has given to us. As Paul points out in this morning’s lesson, the problem lies with 
thinking the gifts that God has given to us are better than those who possess different 
gifts. While our society ranks people on talent, money and prestige; God isn’t ranking 
any of us. He has provided us with the gifts that we have so we can do His will in the 
kingdom on earth.  



   On that first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples as divided 
tongues of fire. “1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” Acts 2:1-4. Notice, what Luke is 
telling us; that all were speaking in other languages as the Spirit gave them ability. None 
of the disciples received the same gifts from the Holy Spirit. The same holds true for us 
too. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul is telling the people that what God does for us 
and what He gives to us is so we may be united. The church in Corinth was a fractured 
church. Some felt that they were better than others because they didn’t understand the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit to help us to know God, to be 
united to each other, and to understand God’s plan for our lives. The gifts we receive 
from our Heavenly Father are not and were never meant to be used in a competitive 
way. They were meant to be used for God’s purpose in His kingdom on earth and I think 
that we, just as the Corinthians did in the time of Paul, have forgotten that God does 
have a purpose for our lives. 

In our world today, we are faced with many challenges. Covid-19 has thrown the entire 
world topsy-turvy. The medical community wages a daily war with the virus treating 
people with the virus and attempting to save lives, researchers and scientists are 
scrambling to find a vaccine or cure for the virus. Federal, state, and city governments 
are weighing the challenges associated with reopening a country again, and the church 
struggles with how to safely reopen so all will be kept safe. Yes, certainly more 
challenges than we can handle. 

Until the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples that first Pentecost, they, too, were at 
a loss as to what to do. Jesus ascended into heaven and was no longer with them. Yet 
he promised them an advocate, someone who would remain with them forever. We 
have that same promise. We have the same advocate and we need to do the same 
thing the disciples did on that first Pentecost –spread the Good News. 

Living in this world is not easy. We need to remember that we are given gifts for God’s 
glory. “ 11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11. We need 
to use the gifts we have been given for God’s purpose. It takes time to understand 
God’s purpose which is why we need to be praying daily and listen for His voice in the 
silence. 



All that we are going through right now certainly isn’t easy for any of us. Small business 
owners are struggling to keep their business afloat; churches are struggling with the 
correct way to reopen; schools and daycare centers are evaluating on how to safely 
reopen, and even sports teams struggle with what to do to keep their sport viable. While 
we all struggle with our own individual issues, let’s remember what Jesus told us, 
“Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; 
for he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ Hebrews 13:5.  

As we all struggle in these times of crisis, let’s not forget the gifts God has given to us 
so we can work in His kingdom on earth and why we have those gifts. “7To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 1 Cor. 12:7. 

Before congress gave us three day weekends, Decoration Day (aka Memorial Day) was 
always celebrated on May 30th. Let’s remember the gifts that God has given to our 
servicemen and women so we can remain free. We especially remember the gift that 
many have given to us for our freedom and that is the gift of their lives as they gave the 
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. We need to continue to pray that God blesses the 
United States of America, that this nation turns back to Him, and that we stand united 
against any and all who would lessen the sacrifice of all who served or attempt to take 
away our freedom. Amen.  

Please remember to mail your weekly offering to the church office.  That will 
assist us to keep up with bills that will continue to come in. The address is: 
Hope Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 11316, Daytona Beach, FL. 32120. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 
 
1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
 for amber waves of grain, 
 for purple mountain majesties 
 above the fruited plain: 
 America! America! 
 God shed his grace on thee, 
 and crown thy good with brotherhood 
 from sea to shining sea. 
 
2 O beautiful for heroes proved 
 in liberating strife, 
 who more than self their country loved, 
 and mercy more than life: 
 America! America! 
 May God thy gold refine, 
 till all success be nobleness, 
 and ev'ry gain divine. 
 



3 O beautiful for patriot dream 
 that sees beyond the years 
 thine alabaster cities gleam, 
 undimmed by human tears: 
 America! America! 
 God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
 confirm thy soul in self-control, 
 thy liberty in law. 
 

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 

all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and 
utilize the diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal your love for all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our 
atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creation, 
especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. 
Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and 
empathy. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, 
counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who 
long for comfort. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a 
spirit of welcome to those whom we meet in this congregation and outside these doors. 
Surprise us daily with unexpected grace that we rejoice in every blessing you send. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in 
us the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 
your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 
hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 
 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

I came across this poem that fits in well with this morning’s gospel. I believe that this 
poem expresses not only “What Thomas Wants,” but also what we should want. It is an 
excellent poem and I hope you enjoy it. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Tom 

Poem For The Sunday Lectionary (Easter 2, Yr C) 

WHAT THOMAS WANTS 
(John 20: 19-31) 
Thomas knows all about crucifixion. 
Knows the nails driven into the victim 
really tear the flesh, 
damage the bones. 

And he knows that this 
is a crucifying world, 
with all its violence, 
greed and oppression 

still hammering nails into the hands of justice, 
still thrusting spears through the ribs of love, 
still hanging mercy and kindness to die 
and sealing up the tomb. 

Thomas knows all about it. 
So he knows that any real resurrection 
will have to come out of ruin, 
will have to come out of suffering, 

will have to come out still bearing the scars 
inflicted by the unjust world. 

Ask him not 
if he believes in a God 
merely greater than suffering or death; 
any God worth the title 
would surely prove immortal, 



who may be able to pretend our pain 
but could never share it in truth. 

No, what Thomas wants to see 
is the Lord who rises from 
death by crucifixion, 

who rises 
from the worst that our world can do: 
who rises 
from hells of corruption and cruelty, 
who rises 
from violence and terror and hate, 
who rises 
from rape and torture and war, 
who rises 
from hunger and disease and squalor, 
who rises 
torn and terribly scarred 
yet walking among us still, 

who will touch us 
in our woundedness, 
who will hold us 
in our brokenness, 
who sees in us 
the prints left by the nails, 
who puts his own hurt hand upon 
our heartache, fear and despair 
and breathe his healing peace 
into our souls. 

This is who Thomas wants to see – the only 
Lord he wants to believe in. 

Thomas just wants 
to see 
Jesus. 

Copyright ©2016 by Andrew King 
 

 



 

REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Is Closed and 

All activities are canceled. 
 
 

 



 
 


