
  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

August 16, 2020 
 

For Home Use 
 

  



Hope Lutheran Church 
594 N. Williamson Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL. 32114 

386-274-7074 
www.hopelutherandb.com 

The Rev. Thomas A. McGawley, Pastor 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG:                                                        “O God, Why Are You Silent” 
 
1 O God, why are you silent?  

I cannot hear your voice; 
the proud and strong and violent  
all claim you and rejoice; 
you promised you would hold me  
with tenderness and care. 
Draw near, O Love, enfold me,  
and ease the pain I bear. 



2 My hope lies bruised and battered,  
my wounded heart is torn; 
my spirit spent and shattered  
by life's relentless storm; 
will you not bend to hear me,  
my cries from deep within?  
Have you no word to cheer me  
when night is closing in? 

 
3 Through endless nights of weeping,  

through weary days of grief, 
my heart is in your keeping,  
my comfort, my relief. 
Come, share my tears and sadness, come,  
suffer in my pain, oh, bring me home to gladness, restore my hope again. 

 
4 May pain draw forth compassion,  

let wisdom rise from loss; 
oh,  take my heart and fashion the image of your cross; 
then may I know your healing  
through healing that I share, 
your grace and love revealing,  
your tenderness and care. 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.,  
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach 

us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that 
your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 

1Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will 
come, and my deliverance be revealed. 6And the foreigners who join themselves to 
the LORD, to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all 
who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant—7these I will 
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt 
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 
  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 67 
 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 



5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.   
 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32    
 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a  
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his  
people whom he foreknew. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just  
as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their  
disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown  
to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience  
so that he may be merciful to all.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured every sickness 
among the people. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:23) 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 15:10-28  
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

10Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it is not  
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth 
that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the  
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant  
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are  
blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a  
pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you  
also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth  
enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth  
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil  
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what  
defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 
 
 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a  
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me,  
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her  



at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps  
shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of  
Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It  
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet  
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus  
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her  
daughter was healed instantly.  The gospel of the Lord.   
   
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

Your Faith is Great! 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lord Jesus who is the Christ. 

In this morning’s gospel, Matthew is telling us two completely different stories. On one 
hand, the stories certainly are different, but they have a common thread that runs 
through both.  

In the first story, Jesus talks about being clean. He isn’t talking about being clean in the 
sense of good hygiene practices, although that was certainly a concern in His day as it 
is even today. His reference to cleanliness has to do with what we say and how we act. 
“17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and 
goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the 
heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 
adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Matthew 15:17-20. 

What Jesus is telling us is we need to have a pure heart; a heart that accepts Him and a 
heart that has compassion for all people. Another way to put it is to be “good soil” where 
God’s word is cared for and grows so that others hear about God’s love through you.  

In the second story, Matthew tells us of a Canaanite woman who asks Jesus for help 
with her daughter. Her daughter, according to the woman, is demon-possessed and she 
asks Jesus to heal her daughter.  

At first, Jesus ignores the woman. It is only after the disciples addressed the issue with 
Him that Jesus turns and addresses the woman. “23 But he did not answer her at all. 
And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.’ 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’” Matthew 
15:23-25.  



Let’s face it. The woman is an outsider and Jesus is reluctant to even talk with her much 
less heal her daughter. Jesus appears to be reluctant to do anything that would take 
Him away from His mission of ministering to the lost sheep of Israel. Yet, as in the 
feeding of the 5,000+, Jesus takes compassion on her. In calling Him Lord, the 
Canaanite woman is telling Jesus that she is a believer even though she isn’t a Jew.  

To me, the common thread in both stories is whatever we do, whatever we say comes 
from the heart. In the first story, Jesus tells us that evil intentions, murder, adultery, 
fornication, theft, false witness, and slander all come from the heart and defile a person. 
What Jesus said in His time and what Matthew recorded in his gospel still hold true 
today. Just look around. I’m sure if we were completely honest with ourselves and each 
other, we could agree that sin comes from the heart.   

In the story with the Canaanite woman, her pleading for her daughter’s healing comes 
from the heart. She knows, in her heart, that Jesus can heal her daughter. She persists 
until she convinces Jesus to heal her daughter, even if it is from a distance. In this case, 
love comes from the heart. The love of a mother for her daughter and the love God has 
for His people even if His people, in this story, are outsiders.  

28 “Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you 
as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.” Matthew 15:28. Faith comes 
from the heart. It is the gift that God bestows upon us in baptism. It is the love of God 
that dwells in us and it is the Holy Spirit working in us and through us that allows us to 
spread our faith to others.  

I believe that God wants us to open our hearts to everyone and by doing so, we let the 
world know how much God loves everyone. An open heart lets everyone know that, with 
God, no one is an outsider. 

To know God’s redeeming grace, to have realized that God not only gives us a standard 
of behavior which can identify us as his children, but also, through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus the Christ, a realization that we are totally loved and forgiven, is 
not something that we can keep to ourselves. Nor could Jesus! 

Amen.   

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 
Refrain 
 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 
 light of each tomorrow, 
 give us peace beyond our fear, 
 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 



1 You who know our fears and sadness, 
 grace us with your peace and gladness; 
 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 
2 In the pain and joy beholding 
 how your grace is still unfolding, 
 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 
 
3 Give us strength to love each other, 
 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 
 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 
4 You who know each thought and feeling, 
 teach us all your way of healing; 
 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 



A brief silence. 
Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 
As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your 
church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures 
that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of 
nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the 
nations of the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and 
consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not 
have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your 
healing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation (name) grace to 
find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest 
and renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints 
to the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have 
known. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers  
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 



Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
 
Amen. 
 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn                                  “We’ve Come This Far by Faith” 
Refrain - All 
 We've come this far by faith, 
 leaning on the Lord; 
 trusting in his holy word, 
 he's never failed us yet. 
 Oh, can't turn around, 
 we've come this far by faith. 
 We've come this far by faith. 
 
Leader 
1 Just remember 
 the good things God has done, 
 things that seemed impossible; 
 oh, praise him for the vict'ries he has won. 
 Oh!  Refrain 
 
Leader 
2 Don't be discouraged 
 with trouble in your life; 
 he'll bear your burdens, 
 and move all the discord and strife. 
 Oh!  Refrain  

Text: Albert A. Goodson, 1883-1947 
Text © 1965, ren. 1993 by Manna Music, Inc. 

 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 
County!  

 
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


