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Saved by grace, sent to serve 
 
 

Spiritual Warfare Finale 
We’ve put on the “whole armour of God” so now what? Standing there looking 
like a Roman soldier ready for a reenactment of some sort isn’t what Paul is 
talking about. Paul is telling us that once we put on the “whole armour of God” 
we are called to action. 
 
I know that you’ve heard this before, but I’m going to say it again –temptation is 
all around us every minute of every day and we need to stand up to it and fight 
it. The best way to fight temptation is discernment. 
Paul, in 1 Thessalonians 5:20-22 says, “20 Do not despise the words of 
prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from 
every form of evil.” The footnote in the NIV Bible states the following for verse 
21, “The approval of prophecy (v.20) does not mean that anyone who claims to 
speak in the name of the Lord is to be accepted without question. Paul does not 
say what specific tests are to be applied, but it is clear that every teaching must 
be tested –surely they must be in agreement with the gospel.” 
 
Knowing God’s word helps us to discern whether or not what we are being told 
comes from God. The devil knows scripture better than we do and it is easy for 
him to use God’s word against us just as he used God’s word to tempt Jesus in 
the desert. 
5 “Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written,“He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they 
will bear you up,so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’7 Jesus said 
to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ 
 
Spiritual Warfare is waged through prayer. We benefit from spending time in 
prayer because, through prayer, we receive discernment. God begins to open 
our eyes and we begin to see things from God’s perspective, not our own. 
 

 

 



Paul tells us that Spiritual things are spiritually discerned. 14 Those who are 
unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are discerned 
spiritually.” 1 Cor. 2:14.  
 
The more we pray, the more God shows us things from His word. The Holy 
Spirit also makes it easy for us to tell when the devil comes around with his 
subtle temptations. 
 
We must remember that the devil and his associates were once holy angels in 
heaven with God. They’ve seen God face to face, stood in His presence and 
they’ve seen all of His creation. The point is, the devil knows the Bible! 
 
When we are harassed or oppressed or ‘under attack,’ we need to pray and call 
God for help. God knows how to deal with the devil and He will send help in 
response to our prayer of faith. 
 
What alarms the devil the most is people praying. It is then that the distractions 
start. You may be reminded by your spouse about a project that you’ve been 
putting off or a dinner engagement later that day. How about the dog needs to 
go out for a walk in the middle of prayer or friends stopping by for a visit? Let’s 
not forget that reliable cell phone! It seems to ring or notify of a text message in 
the middle of everything, including prayer.  
 
Make no mistake about it –the devil is a master at using good things against us. 
It is amazing the lengths the devil will go to keep us from praying. He not only 
uses good things against us, but also situations and even industries such as the 
entertainment industry.   
 
Remember what Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “16 Rejoice always, 17 pray 
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  
 
Don’t forget to read the Bible in One Year –know God’s word! You’ll need it!  
 
In Christ+ 
Pr. Tom 
 

 
 



Scriptures for the Month of February 

 

February 7           February 14 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31   First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c      Psalm 50:1-6 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23   2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Gospel:  Mark 1:29-39     Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 

 

Ash Wednesday        February 21 

First Reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17   First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17 

Psalm 51:1-17      Psalm 25:1-10 

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10     2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 

 

February 28 

First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 

2nd Reading: Romans 4:13-25 

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 

 

 
 

Women of Hope are now meeting at Church of the Holy Child  
Episcopal Church, 1225 W. Granada Blvd, Ormond Beach at 
10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. All are welcome! 
 



Woman of Hope Retreat 
February 25-27 
Luther Springs 

 
The retreat center has been open and operating since May 2020 
under the COVID-19 guidelines and has had no reported problems. 
We are planning a wonderful program of events for all to enjoy. It will 
be an opportunity to reconnect with nature and ourselves but mostly a 
time for us to get closer to our wonderful GOD. 
 
We will leave Hope at 1:30 p.m. and carpool to Luther Springs. The 
cost will be $160 and this covers everything (except the T-shirt which 
can be purchased in the retreat store). 
 
To register (or if you have any questions) please call or email Zetta 
Gillespie. You will also need to send her a check for $160. Please 
make the check out to Zetta Gillespie/retreat. 
 

Zetta Gillespie 
194 Blue Heron Lake Cir. 

386-673-2940 
znginflorida@aol.com 

 
If you would like to help or have a great idea for an event please let 
Zetta know. In this time of COVID it is important to keep in touch with 
other Christians and still be safe. 
 
 
 
 



THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead 
of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
John 10:3-5 

It is very important that we know God’s voice. The world we live in is full of deceit and 
there are daily attempts to lead us in the wrong direction. Unless we know and heed the 
voice of our shepherd, Jesus Christ, it is very easy for us to follow the wrong path. This 
year, I will be giving monthly bible readings so that by the end of the year, you will have 
read the entire bible. Of course, should you find something different, by all means, use 
what is most comfortable for you. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Tom 

 

FEBRUARY  
1 –Ex. 27-28 & Mt. 21:1-22    15 –Lev. 17-18 & Mt. 27:27-50 
2 –Ex. 29-30 & Mt. 21:23-46    16 –Lev. 19-20 & Mt. 27:51-66 
3 –Ex. 31-33 & Mt. 22:1-22    17 –Lev. 21-22 & Mt. 28 
4 –Ex. 34-35 & Mt. 22:23-46    18 –Lev. 23-24 & Mk. 1:1-22 
5 –Ex. 36-38 & Mt. 23:1-22    19 –Lev. 25 & Mk. 1:23-45 
6 –Ex. 39-40 & Mt. 23:23-39    20 –Lev. 26-27 & Mk. 2 
7 –Lev. 1-3 & Mt. 24:1-28    21 –Num. 1-3 & Mk. 3 
8 –Lev. 4-5 & Mt. 24:29-51    22 –Num. 4-6 & Mk. 4:1-20 
9 –Lev. 6-7 & Mt. 25:1-30    23 –Num. 7-8 & Mk. 4:21-41 
10 –Lev. 8-10 & Mt. 25:31-46    24 –Num. 9-11 & Mk. 5:1-20 
11 –Lev. 11-12 & Mt. 26:1-25    25 –Num. 12-14 & Mk. 5:21-43 
12 –Lev. 13 & Mt. 26:26-50    26 –Num. 15-16 & Mk. 6:1-29 
13 –Lev. 14& Mt. 26:51-75    27 –Num. 17-19 & Mk. 6:30-56 
14 –Lev. 15-16 & Mt. 27:1-26    28 –Num. 20-22 & Mk. 7:1-13 

 

 
 



Worship Services Are Available 
Online 

 
Just go to our Website and click on "Worship Services" at 

the top of the page. You can also search for Hope Lutheran 
Church Daytona Beach -  ELCA on our Facebook and 

YouTube page. 
 

Don't forget to call or email the church office if you plan to 
attend the service each Sunday. You can also make a 
standing reservation, if you plan to attend every week.  

Thank you! 

officeofhope@gmail.com or 386-682-7074 
 
 

           
 

                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harold Wheeler – Feb. 2 
Kevin Kelly - Feb. 5 

Zetta Gillespie – Feb. 8 
Barbara Krieger – Feb 11 
Tad Wicklander – Feb. 11 

Ruth Brown – Feb.12 
Bat Masterson – Feb. 13 
Ceil Masterson – Feb.16 

Ruth Kelly – Feb. 27 
Dick Brown – Feb. 29 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Eucharist ministers will be available to visit and give 
you communion when the church reopens.  Please call 
the church office (386-274-7074) to set up an 
appointment, please leave a message if there is no 
answer and someone will call you back.  Confidentiality 
is respected for all calls so please do not hesitate to 
leave a message. 

 

 
 
 

February Quote of the Month 
 
“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by 
God.”  

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer	
	

 

Jack & Jean Boston  – Feb. 19 
 

 



Financial Data through January 31, 2021 
General Account - $10,079 

Savings Account - $117,751 
Mortgage Balance $238,342 

 
 

Church During Covid 
 

Just a brief note to let you know that we continue to follow the guidelines for our 
church reopening during this pandemic. We are averaging between 18-22 folks 
at each service. Church sanitation is completed in a timely manner prior to each 
service.  Temperatures are taken, masks are worn, hand sanitizing stations are 
in place and strict social distancing is followed.  
 
If you are comfortable with what we have in place, please reconsider coming 
back to worship with us.  We do miss you! 
 
Judy Coleman 
Council President 

 
 
 
 
    Halifax Urban Ministries is STILL accepting food 
    donations at Hope Place.  You can drop them off at 
    their office, located at the west end of the building, 
1340 Wright St., Daytona Beach.  Follow the sign that says “Hope Place 
Office”.  Their phone # is 386-317-5890.  Can you help? 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE for February will go to 

Halifax Urban Ministries 
 



 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

 

Kevin Kelly, Minnie Wilson, Al Hewson, Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy 
Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, 
Gordy & Ursula Preston, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish Hoagland, 
Marilyn Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie Overton, Terry Stuhr, Orville 
Stuhr, Gene Lommen, George and June Weirauch. 

  

PRAYERS FOR  FRIENDS OF HOPE 

• Suzanne, daughter of Al and Terry Hewson, struggling with 
possible return of cancer 

• Sandy & Jim Speicher - Daughter & son-in-law of Schirras 
• Members of the Armed Forces 
• Emergency First Responders 
• All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 

 
 

 

Please let the church office know of 
anyone needing our prayers. Thank you. 

 


