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Saved by grace, sent to serve
“Come, Follow Me!”
“Come, follow me.” The very words that Jesus used to call Peter and Andrew away from being
fishermen, He uses to call us to Him. “18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At
once they left their nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:18-20
How many of us have ever given any real thought to what it means to follow Jesus? We’ve all heard
the words, “Come, follow me” dozens of times in Sunday School, bible studies, and in gospel
readings throughout the years. If you haven’t given any thought to the words, ‘Come, Follow Me,”
maybe you should. Understanding and heeding Christ’s call for us to follow Him will be life changing.
So how do we go about heeding the call of Jesus?
Following Jesus begins when we respond to his call to repent and believe the gospel. The Good
News that God loves us and has taken the initiative to reconcile us to himself by giving his Son to
atone for our sins awakens us to God’s grace and moves us to want to live for Christ and follow him. 1
In the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus calls everyone to repent. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom
of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” Mark 1:15. Repentance transforms us
and leads us away from sin and our former selves. We turn to God, turn away from sin, and choose to
follow Jesus.
When Jesus was on earth He taught all who would listen to Him about the Kingdom of Heaven. One
example of this is the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5. Here Jesus tells us what heaven is like and
we have His promise that we will be with Him in heaven. The key here is repentance. To repent of our
sins, turn away from our sinful selves and embrace what Jesus is offering us – Everlasting Life!
Thomas a Kempis wrote The Imitation of Christ in the early 1400s. The book outlines what one
should do in order to follow Christ’s example in living a Christian life. The Gospel of Matthew, in
chapters 5 through 7, tells us what we need to do in order to follow in the footsteps of Christ. In order
to be faithfully following Jesus, we must follow the example He set for all of us during His ministry on
earth.
The end of February marks the beginning of Lent. Ash Wednesday is February 26th. Now is a good
time to begin thinking about, not what you are going to ‘give up for Lent,’ but rather, what steps are
you going to take to turn from your old self, put on your new self, and follow Jesus more faithfully in
your life.
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“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their
nets and followed him.” Matthew 4:19-20. To follow Jesus requires us to participate in His invitation to
follow Him. Just as Peter and Andrew acted on His invitation to follow Him, so we, too, must act on
His invitation.
If we are earnestly seeking to please Jesus out of love, it can awaken a new understanding and
deeper appreciation of the act we are performing. We all know that our thoughts can lead us into
taking action, and our feelings can lead into action as well. But we often don’t realize that our actions
can lead us into a different way of thinking or feeling.2
4“

Whoever says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that
person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we
know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.” 1 John 2:4-6.
This Lenten season don’t promise yourself that you are going to ‘give something up.’ Promise
yourself and God that you will turn away from your old self (repent), put on your new self and follow
Jesus more faithfully!
Don’t be afraid. Jesus tells us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in
me.” John 14:1. When we turn our lives completely over to God, we are amazed at what God can and
will do through us.
Give each day to God, today and every day!
In Christ+
Pr. Tom
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Church Attendance – January
Jan 5 – 69 at worship; 54 at installation of Pastor Tom
Jan 12 - 81
Jan 19 - 80
Jan 26 – 76
Jan 27 – William Miller funeral - 67

Newer MINISTRIES and Opportunities to serve are coming to Hope in January!

Bible Study – You have an opportunity to join a couple and
anyone that would like to attend Bible Study – Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 pm
at Hope. Large print bibles provided free of charge. Contact Harold Wheeler
(386-756-6734) or George Weihrauch (386-322-1070) if you are interested in being
part of this group.

Spirituality Study Group – Breathing Under Water: - What Does
God Want from Me? Join Tad Wicklander and Cheryl Masloski on
Saturday mornings at 9:30 am at Hope for a book study – Breathing
Under Water by Richard Rohr.

Bell Choir practices on Wednesday evenings
at 5:30. If you are interested contact Bekka
Peipher, just come on Wednesday evening or sign
up in Fellowship Hall. Make beautiful music with
the Hope bell choir this year.

Food with Friends for February will be a mixed group dinner. We will dine
on February 20th at TBA. Join us at 5:30 pm for fun, food and fellowship.

February Calendar and Volunteer Schedule are attached separately
with this e-mail.

Jack & Jean Boston – Feb. 19

Harold Wheeler – Feb. 2
Kevin Kelly – Feb. 5
Zetta Gillespie – Feb. 8
Barbara Krieger – Feb. 11
Tad Wicklander – Feb. 11
Ruth Brown – Feb. 12

The Women of Hope Bible study
meets Tuesday mornings at 10:00.
All are welcome to attend.

Bat Masterson – Feb. 13
Ceil Masterson – Feb. 16
Ruth Kelly – Feb. 27
Dick Brown – Feb. 29

Financial Data through January
TD Bank - $21,370
MIF Savings - $67,657
Mtg. Balance - $269,766

Change for Change
Jan. Change for Change
went to HUM -

"Give something, however small, to the one in need. For it is not small to one
who has nothing. Neither is it small to God, if we give what we could." St.
Gregory Nazianzen.

Card Group will meet Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 10:00 am. If you
would like to support this ministry but cannot attend, please contact
Ruth Kelly –386-265-5188 or ruth.kelly76@me.com

Halifax Urban Ministries (HUM) food
distribution will be on the 2nd and 4th
Fridays ONLY! There is a sign-up sheet in
fellowship hall if you would like to serve
in this ministry.
See Candy Riley for details.
Congratulations people of Hope!! You surpassed the challenge of 1,000 cans. On
Super Bowl Sunday, February 2, 2020, the soup will be blessed and passed on to
Halifax Urban Ministries for distribution. The Hope Heroes did it again – Thank
you for your generosity and thanks to Becky Lester for coordinating this outreach
ministry.

Pancake Breakfast for February will be on the 1st.
They are held the first Saturday of each month
September through May. All profits go to support the
ministries of Hope Lutheran Church. Please attend,
help make these community breakfasts a huge
success. See Zetta Gillespie for details or if you can
volunteer to help.

Volunteers needed for February. Please
see the sign-up sheet in fellowship hall.
How can you serve your church?

Scriptures for the Month of February

Feb. 2

Feb. 9

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a

Psalm: 15

Psalm: 112:1-9

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

Feb. 16

Feb. 23

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18

Psalm: 119:1-8

Psalm: 2

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

2nd Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21

Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9

Eucharist ministers are available to visit and give you
communion. Please call the church office (386-2747074) to set up an appointment. Since there is no
secretary you will probably have to leave a message and
someone will call you back. Confidentiality is respected
for all calls so please do not hesitate to leave a
message.

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” John 10:3-5
It is very important that we know God’s voice. The world we live in is full of deceit and there
are daily attempts to lead us in the wrong direction. Unless we know and heed the voice of our
shepherd, Jesus Christ, it is very easy for us to follow the wrong path. This year, I will be giving
monthly bible readings so that by the end of 2020, you will have read the entire bible in one
year. Of course, should you find something different, by all means, use what is most
comfortable for you.
Blessings,
Pr. Tom
FEBRUARY 2016

1 –Exodus 14-17
2 –Exodus 18-20
3 –Exodus 21-24
4 –Exodus 25-27
5 –Exodus 28-31
6 –Exodus 32-34
7 –Exodus 35-37
8 –Exodus 38-40
9 –Leviticus 1-4
10 –Leviticus 5-7
11 –Leviticus 8-10
12 –Leviticus 11-13
13 –Leviticus 14-16
14 –Leviticus 17-19

15 –Leviticus 20-23
16 –Leviticus 24-27
17 –Numbers 1-3
18 –Numbers 4-6
19 –Numbers 7-10
20 –Numbers 11-14
21 –Numbers 15-17
22 –Numbers 18-20
23 –Numbers 21-24
24 –Numbers 25-27
25 –Numbers 28-30
26 –Numbers 31-33
27 –Numbers 34-36
28 –Deuteronomy 1-3

You may want to visit our Memorial Garden if you
need a few minutes of peace and prayer. The
garden has memorial bricks of loved ones who have
passed away and benches to sit on for quite
meditation.

The Altar Flower Chart is posted on the wall
in the hallway. Please consider sponsoring
flowers for one of the available Sundays $25. The flowers can be for a special
occasion, in honor of someone, in memory of
someone or simply to the glory of God. There
are no flowers during Lent but there will be a
sign-up sheet in March for Easter flowers.

Lenten services will begin on February 26th with
Ash Wednesday services at noon and 6:00 pm.
Plan to attend one of the services for the
Dispensation of Ashes. Ash Wednesday is the
seventh Wednesday before Easter and the first
day of Lent, on which many Christians receive a
mark of ashes on the forehead as a token of
penitence and mortality. The Ash Wednesday service marks the beginning of Lent, a
time of self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting and alms-giving (money, food, or
other donations given to the poor or needy; anything given as charity) that will end in
40 days with the celebration of Easter.
Please join us on Saturday, February 8th at 11:00 am for a
celebration of the life of Jimmie Smith, a former member of
Hope Lutheran Church. Judy and Jim’s family invite you to join
them for lunch following the service here at Hope.

On January 27th we said good-bye to Hope family member Bill Miler.
Bill was a long-standing member of Hope and served in many ways.
He will be greatly missed.

Thank you to:
• The person who donated two 75” TVs for the sanctuary.
• The person who donated $3,000 for principle mortgage reduction.
• Jake and Diane Jacobson for donating money for parking lot lights.
• Tom Opfer, Kevin Kelly and Joe Cameron for installation of TVs.
• Dick and Ruth Brown for serving as BRUNCH coordinators for so
long!!
• Candy Riley and Diane Obergfell for stepping up to serve as BRUNCH
coordinators.
• Zetta Gillespie, Audrey Schirra and Cynthia Rose for baking for our
BIRTHDAY BASH celebrations.
• All those that work behind the scenes to make Hope run smoothly!

Church photos can be found on the church website:
http://www.hopelutherandb.com
Check them out – click on “more” from the menu across the top and then
click on “photos” from the drop down menu.

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Prayer List:
Ed Bonner, Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Renee McLoud, Family of Bill Miller,
Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston,
Gisela Schafer, Jim Trent, Tom Schirra, Trish and Wayne Hoagland, Mike and Ann
Evans, Sherrie Timm, and Ruth Brown.
Please also remember these family and friends of Hope:
Matt Walsh – friend of Pastor Tom and Judy McGawley
Rich Mathis – friend of Pastor Tom and Judy McGawley
Cindy Coman – Friend of Ann Atkinson
All Hewson Jr. – son of Al and Terry Hewson
Sandy & Jim Speicher-daughter and son in law of the Schirras
Delaina Loera – daughter of Renee McLoud – car accident
Members of the Armed Forces and Emergency First Responders
Family of BJ Chellme – Friend of Zetta Gillespie

Helping Hands Ministry – Do you need some short-term assistance?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shrubs trimmed?
Meals?
Rides to church, the doctor or the grocery store?
Shrubs trimmed?
Meals?
Care-giver relief?
If so, please contact the church office at
386-274-7074 or Ruth Kelly 386-265-5188.
Helping Hands Ministry is here to serve all God’s
people.

