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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 

of creation. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 

God’s work in the world. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG:                                           “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
 



3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 
 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 

our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 

Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 50:15-21 

 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before 
he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your 
slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them.  

 
  The Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13 
 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep you’re anger forever. 
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12    
 

 1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over  
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those  
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass  
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass  
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall.  
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

   
 
 



 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be  
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day,  
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they  
give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give  
thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live,  
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or  
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that  
he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your  
brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all  
stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every  
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us  
will be accountable to God.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;* your sins are 
forgiven on account | of his name. Alleluia. (1 John 2:1, 12) 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 18:21-35  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, 
and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of 
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When 
his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 
pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  



   The Gospel of the Lord. 
   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 

How Many Times? 
 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The first part of the parable Jesus is telling us is that of a king who calls before him a 

servant (not a slave) who owes him 10,000 talents. The servant knows that he can’t 

repay such an amount and pleads for mercy which is granted by the king. To put this 

debt into perspective, the annual tax income for all of Herod the Great’s territories was 

900 talents per year. One talent equals 6,000 drachmas, the wages of a manual laborer 

for fifteen years (without pay raises of course).1 It is plain to see that this debt can’t be 

repaid by the servant. It is simply too great a debt. 

The second part of this parable tells us that the servant who was forgiven a debt that 

could not be repaid and was granted mercy, confronts one of his fellow servants and 

demands repayment of 100 denarii (one denarii is one days wages). This servant, not 

able to repay the debt pleads for mercy, but, in this instance, mercy is not given. Rather, 

the servant is thrown into prison until the debt can be repaid. The king, hearing of what 

happened, revokes the mercy he gave to the servant, hands him over to be tortured 

until the entire debt is repaid.  

In the commentaries that I read trying to put this sermon together, I came across 

several that recommended that the preacher stick to the gospel and not preach on 

Matthew’s take on the gospel. That is, Matthew writes this gospel as an allegory. In 

other words, the king is God, the debt is sin, and the first servant is one who has been 

forgiven an enormous sin debt by God. The second servant is one who has sinned, but 

not to the degree of the first servant, and seeks and requires mercy too.  

The rub comes in when the king retracts his mercy (forgiveness) because the first 

servant refused to forgive the servant who owed him a debt. If we stay with Matthew’s 

take of the gospel, God revokes His mercy and that is not our God. While others have 

mentioned that God didn’t revoke His mercy, He never gave it in the first place. I 

suppose we can justify anything given time. So, here’s my take on Matthew’s gospel. 

We are all sinners and we bear the burden of our sins daily. The only way our sin 

burden is lifted is by confessing our sins to God, receiving His forgiveness, and doing 

our best not to sin again.  The debt for sin was paid through the life, death and 

resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  



So here comes another rub. Do you remember when the apostle’s asked Jesus to teach 

them how to pray? In case you don’t, here it is from Matthew’s gospel: 

9  “Pray then in this way: 

 Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your name. 
10      Your kingdom come. 
     Your will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
11      Give us this day our daily bread. 
12      And forgive us our debts, 
         as we also have forgiven our debtors. (emphasis mine.) 
13      And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
         but rescue us from the evil one. 

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you; 15 but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” Matthew 6:9-15. 

So where do we go from here? Jesus makes it perfectly clear that God will forgive us as 
we forgive others. He then goes on to further explain verse 12 in verses 14 and 15. This 
is certainly more than a Ruh Roh Marmaduke moment.   

So where we go from here is to approach Matthew’s gospel from a different angle. I am 
sure that most, if not all, of you see yourselves as the king who grants mercy and 
forgiveness rather than the servant who receives the king’s mercy and forgiveness.  

We don’t have to, and probably shouldn’t, identify with the king. Remember, Matthew in 
his allegory identifies a talent as sin. We need to identify with the servant who owes 
much and is not able or capable of repaying the debt that is owed his king.  

I think it is better for us to identify with the servant because our debt was paid by Jesus 
on the cross. I think what Jesus is asking of us in this gospel is to not be as concerned 
with forgiving the transgressions of others, but rather to recognize the unbelievable 
forgiveness, acceptance, and grace that God gives to us and to live our lives out of that.  

The failure of the first servant isn’t simply that he won’t forgive the servant who owes 
him money, but that he has just experienced an utterly unexpected, completely beyond-
his-wildest-dreams, life changing moment of grace and appears to be absolutely 
untouched by it. Since he is untouched by the mercy bestowed upon him by his king, he 
lives devoid of any sense of gratitude. His whole life changed and he didn’t even notice. 

When we learn to recognize that God forgives us of our sins, we are in a better position 
to forgive others. Let’s face it, we are human and there are times when we find it 



extremely hard to forgive someone their transgressions toward us, but God forgives us 
out of love. We should do the same for others. 

I leave you with the Prayer of St. Francis 

 Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 
 
1 Where charity and love prevail, 
 there God is ever found; 
 brought here together by Christ's love, 
 by love we thus are bound. 
 
2 With grateful joy and holy fear, 
 God's charity we learn; 
 let us with heart and mind and soul 
 now love God in return. 
 
3 Let us recall that in our midst 
 dwells Christ, God's holy Son; 
 as members of each body joined, 
 in him we are made one. 
 
4 Let strife among us be unknown; 
 let all contentions cease. 
 Be God's the glory that we seek; 
 be his our only peace. 
 
 
 



5 Let us forgive each other's faults 
 as we our own confess, 
 that we may love each other well 
 in Christian gentleness. 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.;  
tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all  
those in need. 

 
A brief silence. 

 
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; 
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and 
growth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have 
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and 
destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience 
and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound 
by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues 
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this 
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have 
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues 
that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;  
through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your 
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 



drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread 
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 



Our Father 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to the table of Our Lord who invites us to be one with Him even in the midst of a 
pandemic. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the 
body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, 
that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn                                                     “O Christ, Our Hope” 
 
1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts' desire, 
 creation's mighty Lord, 
 redeemer of the fallen world, 
 by holy love outpoured, 
 by holy love outpoured: 
 
2 How vast your mercy to accept 
 the burden of our sin, 
 and bow your head in cruel death 
 to make us clean within, 
 to make us clean within. 
 
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, 
 the ransom has been paid; 
 you reign above at God's right hand, 
 in robes of light arrayed, 
 in robes of light arrayed. 
 
4 Oh, let your mighty love prevail 
 to purge us of our pride, 
 that we may stand before your throne 
 by mercy purified, 
 by mercy purified. 
 
5 All praise to you, ascended Lord; 
 all glory ever be 
 to Father, Son, and Spirit blest 
 through all eternity, 

through all eternity! 
 

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt. 

 

 
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & 
Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Sherrie 
Timm, Cheryle Seilhamer, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish 
Hoagland, Al Hewson, Renee McLoud, Sherry Timm, Marilyn 
Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie Overton, Pastor Tom Sublett. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF HOPE 

 

Ron Fleek – Son of Rick & Ellie Fleek 
Sandy & Jim Speicher - Daughter & son-in-law of Schirras  
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – Friends of Hope                                                                                                                                          
Eli –Son of Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet 
Carol Prieur – Friend of the Kelly’s with Lynch Syndrome 
Brian Lester- Son of Bob and Becky 
Ray Ulmer's brother 

Lori and Keither – Family of Ruth McLoud 

Members of the Armed Forces 
Emergency First Responders 
All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 
 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone needing 

our prayers. Thank you. 

      

 

 

 



 REMINDER: 

Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 

County!  

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 
 
 


