
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 

 
 

July 5, 2020 
 

For Church and Home Use 
 



 

Hope Lutheran Church 
594 N. Williamson Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL. 32114 

386-274-7074 
www.hopelutherandb.com 

The Rev. Thomas A. McGawley, Pastor 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG:                                                “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 
 
1 Come, join the dance of Trinity, 

before all worlds begun— 
the interweaving of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 



The universe of space and time 
did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, 
made room within their dance. 
 

2 Come, see the face of Trinity, 
newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns 
outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant 
for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, 
God rolls away the stone. 
 

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity, 
as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost 
to tell the Savior's name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death, 
our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe 
that we are free to move! 
 

4 Within the dance of Trinity, 
before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, 
by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: 
the dance of Trinity. 

 
Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953 

Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and 

our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call 



upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. C: Amen 

 
Prayer for the United States of America 

Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
WORD 

 

FIRST READING:  Zechariah 9:9-12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse  
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the  
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the  
earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your  
prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;  
today I declare that I will restore to you double.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14 

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 



11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-      
 out all ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in 
fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing 
good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do 
it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I 
do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 
  The Word of the Lord.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. Blessed are you, Lord of heav’n and earth; you have revealed 
these things to infants. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:25) 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 



them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”  

 
 The gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

Come To Me! 

Good morning! I trust you had a relaxing evening, a peaceful sleep, and are now ready 
to hit the ground running and put in an honest day of work, relaxation and stress. After 
all, you do worry a lot, don’t you? Let’s see, what shall you worry about today? The list 
is quite long, so maybe you should choose carefully. What good is there in worrying 
about what is going to happen today if you can’t do it with gusto?  

So, let’s get with the program and choose a few things to worry about, shall we? You 
can start with Covid-19, the economic crisis, homelessness, food shortages, and the 
environment for starters. If that isn’t enough to worry about, you can turn to joblessness, 
discrimination, broken relationships, a world in turmoil, and persecution. That should be 
enough to get you started. At least the list might take you to lunch time. Should you 
manage to get through the list before supper time, I’m sure you can think of many more 
things to worry about. I’ll be around if you would like to call on me –God! 

I can’t be sure that God would ever have a conversation with us like the one you’ve just 
read. Needless to say, all of us have a tendency to worry and worry more often that we 
should or is even necessary. As events continue to unfold in this country, I think 
people’s worry meter is pretty close to pegging out if it hasn’t done so already.  

When we think that we have to solve all of our problems and then take on the problems 
of our society along with crises that are manufactured for us by others, it doesn’t take 
long for us to become overwhelmed. So overwhelmed, in fact, that we don’t know which 
way to turn and we begin to throw up our hands in frustration because we can no longer 
handle what is being thrown at us.  

In today’s gospel, Jesus is telling us that we never have to feel like we are 
overwhelmed, frustrated, or have to give up. Why, because Jesus is revealing the 
Father to us through Himself. This is the gospel translation from The Message Bible, 



“Abruptly Jesus broke into prayer: “Thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. 
You’ve concealed your ways from sophisticates and know-it-alls, but spelled 
them out clearly to ordinary people. Yes, Father, that’s the way you like to work.” 

Jesus is inviting us to believe in Him, to follow Him, and to trust Him. Yet, when we get 
right down to it, we find it difficult to believe in Him, to follow Him, and to trust Him 
because we often think we don’t need God. We are led to believe that others, not God, 
is who we need to rely on. As in the day of Jesus, the Pharisees burdened the Jewish 
people with following the Torah to the letter; so, today, we are burdened with worrying 
about everything that is going on around us.  

Jesus offers us a different remedy for what ails us –Himself. He went to the cross 
willingly to offer Himself so we were no longer a slave to sin, by repenting of our sin we 
would be forgiven, and by believing in Him, we would have everlasting life. We are 
finally released from the worries of the world if we choose to be released.  

Jesus said, 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.”   

Jesus wants us to trust in Him completely. As He leads us, we are to follow Him and not 
deviate from the path He wants us follow, hence the analogy of the yoke. There is more 
that we need to understand in this story of trusting Jesus completely.  

We need to understand that Jesus set the example for us to follow. The gospel tells us 
that Jesus said that He is gentle. Gentle means treating people in a careful way so they 
are not hurt by what we say or do, it means to be forgiving to those who wrong us and 
to ask for forgiveness if we should wrong another, it means caring for those who live on 
the margins of society, it means showing compassion to others and it means to show 
love to all we meet no matter who they are or what they believe or the color of their skin.   

Jesus said that He is humble and we are expected to be humble too. He said,  

“12-17 Then he said, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me 
as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Master,’ and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the Master and 
Teacher, washed your feet, you must now wash each other’s feet. I’ve laid down a 
pattern for you. What I’ve done, you do. I’m only pointing out the obvious. A 
servant is not ranked above his master; an employee doesn’t give orders to the 
employer. If you understand what I’m telling you, act like it—and live a blessed 
life.”  



We are instructed to follow the examples Jesus set forth for us during His ministry on 
earth. When we follow Him and lay our burdens at His feet, we carry a much lighter load 
than if we tried to carry the load on our own. There will be times when we will question if 
He is around at all when we carry a heavy burden, but, as today’s gospel points out, 
Jesus tells us, “30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

By turning our worries over to Jesus, we will never have to carry them alone again. You 
are a child of God and He loves you beyond comprehension. He is your father –TRUST 
HIM! 

Amen.   

HYMN OF THE DAY                              “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 open to the seed of your word. 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 where love can grow and peace is understood. 
 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 
Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing,  

Changing Church, Inc.,  
admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared  
world. 

A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as we struggle 
to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us 
from stagnant faith. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and 
pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable 
living. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the nations (especially the United States and Canada, celebrating their 
nationhood). Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. 
Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for 
our neighbor. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. 
Energize children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain 
our building. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your love transforms our 
lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your eternal rest 
and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
 
Amen. 
 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 



nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love.  
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn     “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
 
1 Light dawns on a weary world 

when eyes begin to see 
all people's dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: 
the promised day of justice comes. 

 
Refrain 

The trees shall clap their hands; 
the dry lands, gush with springs; 
the hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, 
and be led forth in peace, 
as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 
2 Love grows in a weary world 

when hungry hearts find bread 
and children's dreams are fed. 
Love grows in a weary world: 
the promised feast of plenty comes.  Refrain 

 
3 Hope blooms in a weary world 

when creatures, once forlorn, 
find wilderness reborn. 
Hope blooms in a weary world: 
the promised green of Eden comes.  Refrain 

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.,  
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission 
 

 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 



 

REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 
County!  

 
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


