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Lent is the special time of year when we begin our preparations for Easter by 
stripping away the non-essential and the unimportant, by listening in quietness to the 
groaning of a sinful creation, and by reflecting on our own sinfulness and on God's gift 
of forgiveness, which comes through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  In our service, you 
will note a longer act of confession at the beginning of each service, and more reflective 
songs and hymns with themes of the cross and grace.  In this way, we prepare 
ourselves spiritually to walk the way of the cross with our Lord and Savior and to rise 
with him in the victory of Easter.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
 
though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
God will help it when the morning dawns. 
 
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 



The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge.  (Psalm 46:1-7) 
Let us confess our sins before the Lord. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Gracious God,  
we confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of 

sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen 

 
 
GATHERING SONG:    “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
 I long to take my stand; 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
 within a weary land, 
 a home within a wilderness, 
 a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
 and burdens of the day. 
 
2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
 my eye at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
 who suffered there for me. 
 And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
 two wonders I confess: 
 the wonder of his glorious love 
 and my unworthiness. 
 
3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
 for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
 the sunshine of his face; 
 content to let the world go by, 
 to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 



 my glory all, the cross. 
Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 

death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 

 
BISHOP SUAREZ PRAYER FOR THE PANDEMIC 
Merciful God,  
We know that your heart overflows with compassion for your whole creation. 

Pour out your Spirit on all people living with this illness, or who are living with 
anxiety about this illness.  Be with those who tend to the needs of the sick.  
Strengthen us all in body and spirit, console us when we are anxious,  comfort 
us in grief,  and hearten us in discouragement.  Help to remind us that you 
claim us as your own,  and are with us wherever we go.  Through Christ, our 
healer and Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said 
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 
am the LORD.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, 
a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore 



prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act, says the LORD.”   
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 130 
(recite responsively, congregation in bold) 
 
1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins.   
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you.  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL SONG  



Refrain:  There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
  there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 1. Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 
 But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. (Refrain) 
 
 
GOSPEL READING:  John 11: 1-45 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying 
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” 
  

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 



privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 
dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.”  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 

  The Gospel of the Lord.        
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 

Hope in the Face of Mayhem 

It was just a few weeks ago that our world was turned upside down. We found out about 
COVID-19. We learned a little of how it would affect us as individuals, as a nation, and 
as a world. The future became uncertain and we were floundering to figure out what to 
do next and we wonder if the steps we are taking to curtail the virus are actually 
working. In many ways, we’ve lost hope; and yet what we seem to have lost is exactly 
what we need to have –hope! We must place our hope in God and not in man.  

Martha had the hope that did not cover up the fact that her brother had died, but she 
had hope that in her grief, Jesus would act. Hope does not cover up what has occurred, 
but it gives a promise of something better to come. 

That was Martha. She had the hope that something would happen when Jesus came. 
21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 



died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ John 
11:21-22. Martha had hope. She did not know exactly what Jesus had planned, but she 
had hope that something would happen. Then Jesus gives a glimpse of what was going 
to happen as the text says: 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha 
said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus 
said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the one coming into the world.’ John 11:23-27. Jesus turns Martha’s hope into 
action. Jesus gives Martha a glimpse of what is going to happen when he says: "I am 
the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.” Martha is thinking about the 
resurrection at the end of time and Jesus is talking about the resurrection now through 
him and for all those who believe in him. 

This is a story that tells us that out of discouragement comes hope. Martha and Mary 
were discouraged as they both told Jesus if you would have been here our brother 
would not have died, but even in that discouragement they saw a hope. 

And to us, to you and me as we live with our discouragement, our despair, our hurts, 
our pain, Jesus says to us be still and know that I am God. "Be still and know that I am 
God. I am exalted among, the nations, I am exalted in the earth. The Lord of hosts is 
with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge." Psalm 46:10-11 

This story of Lazarus is the story of hope. A story of the resurrection, a story that says 
hope comes out of despair for those who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of 
their lives. 

All of us face discouragement in life, and it is at those times that we need to turn to the 
Lord and have faith and trust that he will act. The German theologian, Jurgen Moltmann 
expresses in a single sentence the great span from Good Friday to Easter Sunday. It is, 
in fact, a summary of human history, past, present, and future: "God weeps with us so 
that we may someday laugh with him." 

In these times of uncertainty, stress, anxiety, and panic we must remember that we are 
not in this situation alone. We have each other and, more importantly, we have our God 
who understands what it is we are going through. It is in and through Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ that we have hope for the future!  

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep 
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and 
sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you 
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be 
the power for ever and ever. Amen.1 Peter 5:7-11. 



You are never alone!   

Amen. 

Please remember to mail your weekly offering to the church office.  That will 
assist us to keep up with bills that will continue to come in. The address is: 
Hope Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 11316, Daytona Beach, FL. 32120. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “For God Is Love” 
 
1 Like the sunrise, God is faithful, 
 warmth and light for all our days. 
 We reflect love, healed and grateful, 
 into lives that pass our way, 
 
Refrain 
 For God is love, and if we love, 
 we live in God and God in us. 
 We take the bread and share our hearts 
 and we are fed the gift of life. 
 
2 When we bring our love and caring 
 to the places that we live, 
 then this bread that we are sharing  
 has the power love can give,  Refrain 
 
3 When we gather to remember, 
 Jesus’ love is all around: 
 love that brings us all together, 
 walking  on this holy ground, 
 for God is love.  
 Ev’ry loving thing that God is 
 fills our hearts with pure delight. 
 What we carry in our bodies  
 is the love of Jesus Christ, 
 
Final refrain 
 For God is love, and if we love, 
 we live in God and God in us. 
 We take the bread and share our hearts, 
 and we are fed the gift of life, 
 for God is love, and if we love, 
 we live in God and God in us. 
 We take the bread and share our hearts, 
 and we are fed the gift of life, 
 for God is love, yes, God is love, 



 God is love! 
Text: 1 John 4:16; adapt. Jeremy Young 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your Spirit 
and bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of 
salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers. 

Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, 
floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters especially the coronavirus. 
Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: those 

longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those 
seeking election, and those in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with 
your hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
   
God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, 

despair, or pain. Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and 
keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek 

prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those  in our prayer 
list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing through 
the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and all 
who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate with our 

community in caring for the needs of our neighbors. Strengthen our ties with other 
local congregations, agencies, and services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust 

that, in you, they will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones that we, too, 
might live with you forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 



According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
SENDING 

 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Jesus took the form of a servant and was obedient to death, even death on a cross.  

May you follow in his way and share in the resurrection.  And may Almighty God, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Acknowledgments: Portions of the Liturgy for today were written by the Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel (LiturgyByTLW.com).  
Lessons and prayers are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24316. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 



 
REMINDER: 

Our Church Building Is Closed and 
All activities are canceled. 

 
 

 
 
 


