
 

Hope E-News 
June 2021 

 

Saved by grace. Sent to serve. 

 

As many, if not all of you know, I typically write an article for the monthly eNews letter. 
Given that so many of us are wondering which way to turn in the midst of this pandemic 
and wondering if God is really with us, I thought this article written by Doug Bender 
might help us realize that no matter who we are, where we are in life, God is always with 
us. 

 
This is the story of Mike Fisher and Carrie Underwood and their struggles in finding 
their way to God. I hope that you enjoy their story and maybe, in the midst of their 
struggles, your story will be told too. 

 
In Christ+ 

Pr. Tom  

 
Mike Fisher, Former NHL Star / Carrie Underwood, Singer and Songwriter  

  
By the age of seventeen, Mike Fisher was drafted into the Ontario Hockey League and, shortly 
after that, into the NHL.The Ottawa Senators selected him in the second round, forty-fourth 
overall, in the 1998 draft.   
  
“I made my childhood dream,” he remembers. “I made it to the NHL. I was making a great 
salary. Everything was great on the outside. But inside I was struggling.”   
  
For so long Mike had focused on doing what he thought God wanted rather than developing a 
real relationship with Him. And he figured that so long as he did the right things, he’d be right 
with God. Be a good person — meaning don’t swear, don’t drink, don’t have sex outside of 
marriage — and then God will like you.   
  
But the trouble with such a rules-based theory of God is that it makes no allowance for 
temptation, failure, or mistakes — which all of us face at one time or another. That happened 
to Mike in his first few years of the NHL. “I started partying too much,” he says, “trying to make 
impressions and making friends in the wrong way.”   
  
As the youngest player on the team, he felt a pressure to fit in with his older peers. But when 
he gave in to that pressure, the dream that was supposed to give him happiness turned into a 
source of frustration and ever-increasing guilt. “I knew what was right, but I wasn’t doing it,” 
Mike recalls.“That was the worst time in my life,” he says, “when it should have been the best. I 
was letting people down. I was letting God down.”   
  

 
 



Mike’s relationship with God had always been stuck in the just-do-the-right-thing gear and had 
never made it to a place of deeper love and trust. So when he found himself doing the wrong 
thing, he couldn’t figure out how to make things right with God.   
  
“I still went to church,” he says of those early years, “but maybe I’d be hungover. I tried to 
pretend like everything was great. But that’s when I started doing a Bible study with my 
cousin” — a study that would completely change his thinking about God and about his life.   
 One day the two of them talked through a passage in the gospel of Mark:   
  

If any of you wants to be My follower, you must give up your own way,  
take up your cross, and follow Me. — Mark 8:34 NLT  

  
Those words of Jesus hit Mike hard because they contrasted so sharply with the way Mike was 
living. He had spent all his energies from an early age in pursuit of one thing: hockey.  He’d 
focused mind, body, and spirit on working toward that success. But success in hockey didn’t 
lead to him feeling successful with God.   
  
Mike realized that God was disappointed in many of the temptations he’d fallen into. But he 
also realized that God wanted more than obedience to a set of rules.   
  
What God wanted was Mike’s heart — that part of his life that he’d always held back.   
  
If you give up your life for My sake... the passage continues, you will save it. And what do you 

benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? — Mark 8:35-37  
  
“That scripture was for me,” Mike says. “I had reached my dreams. I had money. But my life 
just wasn’t working, and I knew why. I hadn’t been looking for life in the right places.”   
  
From then on, Mike began to change. It didn’t happen in a day, a week, or a month. But 
gradually, over time, God began to reshape Mike’s heart.  “God became real to me,” he 
remembers. “He changed me on the inside. I started to not worry so much about the dos and 
don’ts and focused instead on pursuing Him. It wasn’t religion anymore. It was a real 
relationship. It was awesome.”   
  
Mike would learn to rely on this growing relationship with God when he and Carrie Underwood 
faced the most difficult challenge of their marriage.   
  
Carrie Underwood first rose to fame as a contestant on season four of American Idol. She 
hailed from rural Checotah, Oklahoma, and brought to the show a powerful voice and stories of 
feeding hay to the animals on her family’s farm. She’d grown up singing at local talent shows, 
community events, and the First Free Will Baptist Church. 
  
But by the time she began attending university, she had left behind any serious hope of 
building a music career.American Idol was to be final confirmation that it was time for her to 
move on.   
  
She’d go on to dominate the season, ultimately winning the season, and become the show’s 
most commercially successful artist. She has since sold more than sixty-five million records 
worldwide and has won countless prestigious awards, including seven Grammy Awards. But if 
her musical success surprised this small-town girl, so has marriage and motherhood.  “I feel 
like it has exceeded all of my expectations,” she says. 



  
“I never thought about getting married or having a family. I don’t know why. There’s no reason 
for it. I have great parents and siblings. But I’ve always done very well by myself. So having my 
own family has been a pleasant surprise.”   
  
Mike Fisher and Carrie Underwood met in late 2008, with the help of a friend. They soon 
began dating and were married by the summer of 2010. But they spent the early part of their 
marriage living in different countries — she in Nashville, Tennessee, and he in Ottawa, 
Canada, playing for the Ottawa Senators.   
  
Mike and Carrie had faith in common. They had both grown up following Jesus. But events in 
their marriage and family would soon push them into unknown territory.   
  
“It sounds wrong when you say it, but it’s one of those bad things that happens to other 
people,” Carrie remembers feeling. “It’s not something you ever envision yourself having to 
deal with.”   
  
It all began when they decided to have a second child.  The couple had announced the birth of 
their son, Isaiah Michael, in 2015. But then, as Mike puts it, “We wanted him to have a little 
brother or sister.”   
  
“I am a planner,” Carrie adds. “I like to know what’s happening all the time. So we started 
planning, and we got pregnant again.”  Just a couple of months into the pregnancy, they lost 
the baby. They prayed and tried again. They miscarried again.  
  
“After the second miscarriage, I was frustrated,” Mike remembers.  
  
Then came a day when he spoke to God with raw honesty. 
  
It all came out — the pent-up frustration and anger, the confusion about why God would allow 
this to happen.   
“I was wrestling with God,” Mike remembers. “I was the most honest I’d been with Him ever in 
my life.”   
 And in that moment God answered him clearly.   
  
“I heard Him, not audibly, but I could sense God telling me that we were going to have a son 
and his name would be Jacob.”   
  
The name of the man who famously wrestled with God in the Bible,1 Jacob became a promise 
in Mike’s mind. He was convinced that God would give them another child.   
  
But when Carrie miscarried a third time, Mike began to question. “Was I hearing things right?” 
he wondered.   
  
Carrie was questioning too. “Where is God?” she remembers asking during that time.   
  
The next day, after Mike left to go fishing, Carrie went up to where Isaiah was sleeping. She 
crawled into bed with him and had a really honest conversation with God.   
  
“Isaiah is such a happy, loving, wonderful child,” she explains. “I never wanted to complain. I 
never wanted to seem ungrateful. But I told God how hurt I felt. You feel guilty for being mad at 



your Creator. But I was angry. I needed to either have a baby or not, ever. I couldn’t keep 
going down this road anymore.”   
  
In any relationship there are defining moments, points in time that reshape everything that 
follows. Mike and Carrie both had now crossed one of those points with God. They loved God. 
They trusted Him. But they also felt anger and frustration. It was the end of the honeymoon 
phase and the start of something deep and multidimensional.   
  
“I will forever feel like I had that moment with God,” Carrie remembers. “I told Him how I felt, 
and I told Him I needed something. I feel He heard me.”   
  
“That was the only time in our lives where I think we really wrestled with God,” Mike says. “We 
weren’t demanding that He give us His blessing, the way Jacob did in the Bible. But we were 
being honest with Him.”   
  
Then, after three miscarriages in just over a year, Carrie became pregnant again. Jacob Bryan 
Fisher was born healthy on January 21, 2019.   
  
There was a man in the Bible whose job it was to bring terrible news from God to a people who 
had lost touch with Him. Their prayers had become empty and hollow. 
  
They went through religious motions, but never emotions. 
  
They loved the scent and feel of faith rituals but had no real desire for their Creator’s presence. 
In fact, they kept worshiping false gods.   
  
So God determined to bring His people back to Him, no matter what it took. Granting them 
blessings had failed, but surely they would listen to calamity. So God told them, through 
Jeremiah, that famine would come and foreigners would invade the land, taking His people into 
captivity.   
  
But even in sending this hardship, God was still only shouting His love.   
  
“I know the plans I have for you,” He told them through Jeremiah, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future... You will seek Me and find Me when you 
seek Me with all your heart. I will be found by you... and will bring you back from captivity. I will 
gather you from the... places where I have banished you.”2  
  
“It’s so true,” Mike says after quoting the same verse. “We’ve had all these mountaintop 
experiences in life. I always wanted to play hockey, and that’s what I was able to do. Carrie 
always wanted to sing, and that’s what she was able to do. But this was the first real valley we 
went through together. God was asking us, ‘Do you trust My will?’”   
  
It was exactly when Mike and Carrie felt most abandoned by God that He leaned in closest to 
them.   
  
“When you go through the valleys, you really seek Him,” Mike says. “That’s when you learn 
and grow. He changes you. We don’t understand everything, and we never will. 
  
There’s going to be more heartbreak in our lives. We know it’s coming. But I know God is 
inherently good.   



  
“I realized my goal of playing in the NHL when I was nineteen, and that was probably the 
emptiest I’d been as a person. It should have been the best, but it wasn’t. That was because I 
wasn’t living for God. Apart from a real relationship with God there is no true happiness.” 
  
“There are bad things that happen in the world,” Carrie adds. “But through it all I want the 
people in my life to know that they are loved by God, that they are wanted. I feel like that’s my 
job, if I could just make everybody feel that they are loved. God has real unconditional love 
for His children.”   
  
It’s often in the hard spots of life that we can best hear the love of God. Perhaps that’s why He 
lets those times come. 
  
He’s been shouting His unconditional and unearnable love since the day He created you and 
me. But we don’t always hear Him until things go wrong and we desperately need Him. Then 
suddenly there He is, exactly where He has always been.   
  
1. Genesis 32:22–32. 
2. Jeremiah 29:11,Jeremiah 29:13–14.   
Excerpted with permission from I Found Love by Doug Bender, copyright e3 Partners Ministry.  

 

Scriptures for the Month of June 

 

June 6           June 13 

First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15   First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

Psalm 130                                              Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  2nd Reading: 2 Cor. 5:6-17 

Gospel:  Mark 3:20-35    Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 

 

June 20         June 27 

First Reading: Job 38:1-11    First Reading: Lam. 3:22-33 

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32                                    Psalm 30 

2nd Reading: 1 John 5:9-13       2nd Reading: 2 Cor. 8:7-15 

Gospel: Mark 4:35-41     Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 

 

    

https://link.faithgateway.com/click/23825652.238722/aHR0cHM6Ly9zdG9yZS5mYWl0aGdhdGV3YXkuY29tL3Byb2R1Y3RzL2ktZm91bmQtbG92ZS10cnVlLXN0b3JpZXMtb2YtZGlzY292ZXJpbmctbG92ZS1iZWxvbmdpbmctYW5kLWZyaWVuZHNoaXA_dmFyaWFudD0zNDI5MjkwMzE4MjQ3MiZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWRldm9zZGFpbHkmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZGV2b3NkYWlseTIwMjEwNTEz/5eed4817a6da625ba2033d98D2d1a4d66


    

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. 
4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5 
They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 

John 10:3-5 

It is very important that we know God’s voice. The world we live in is full of deceit and 

there are daily attempts to lead us in the wrong direction. Unless we know and heed the 

voice of our shepherd, Jesus Christ, it is very easy for us to follow the wrong path. This 

year, I will be giving monthly bible readings so that by the end of the year, you will have 

read the entire bible. Of course, should you find something different, by all means, use 

what is most comfortable for you. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Tom 

JUNE 

 

1 –2 Chr. 15-15 & Jn. 12:27-50   16 –Neh. 4-6 & Acts 2:22-47   

2 –2 Chr. 17-18 & Jn. 13:1-20   17 –Neh. 7-9 & Acts 3 

3 –2 Chr. 19-20 & Jn. 13:21-38   18 –Neh. 10-11 & Acts 4:1-22 

4 –2 Chr. 21-22 & Jn. 14    19 –Neh. 12-13 & Acts 4:23-37 

5 –2 Chr. 23-24 & Jn. 15    20 –Est. 1-2 & Acts 5:1-21 

6 –2 Chr. 25-27 & Jn. 16    21 –Est. 3-5 & Acts 5:22-42 

7 –2 Chr. 28-29 & Jn. 17    22 –Est. 6-8 & Acts 6 

8 –2 Chr. 30-31 & Jn. 18:1-18   23 –Est. 9-10 & Acts 7:1-21 

9 –2 Chr. 32-33 & Jn. 18:19-40   24 –Job 1-2 & Acts 7:22-43 

10 –2 Chr. 34-36 & Jn. 19:1-22   25 –Job 3-4 & Acts 7:44-60 

11 –Ezra 1-2 & Jn. 19:23-42   26 –Job 5-7 & Acts 8:1-25 

12 –Ezra 3-5 & Jn. 20    27 –Job 8-10 & Acts 8:26-40 

13 –Ezra 6-8 & Jn. 21    28 – Job 11-13 & Acts 9:1-21   

14 –Ezra 9-10 & Acts 1    29 –Job 14-16 & Acts 9:22-43 

15 –Neh. 1-3 & Acts 2:1-21   30 – Job 17-19 & Acts 10:1-23  

 

 



 

 
 

Women of Hope are now meeting every Tuesday  

at Hope Lutheran Church at 10:00 a.m. 

All are welcome! 
 

 

 

 

Worship Services are live-streamed on Facebook every 

Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
 

You can also view previous services on our YouTube page 
and our website hopelutherandb.com. 

 
 

  

June Quote of the Month 

There are two ways to get enough. One is to continue to 

accumulate more and more. The other is to desire less. 

         — G.K. Chesterton 



HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

      

 

 

 

 

 For our 25th Anniversary, we will present our members a church picture 

directory created by professional photographers. 

 Sign-up sheets for the July 24th& 25th photo time slots will be available 

starting on Sunday, June 20th. 

 Colored background samples will be available for viewing when you sign 

up, to help you choose clothing for the photo. 

 For seasonal or homebound members, we will help you submit photos. 

More info to follow. 

 The photographer will also be available for your friends and family that 

would like professional photos taken at their own cost. 

WATCH FOR UPDATES !!!!! 

 

 

Financial Data through May 31, 2021 

General Account - $15,811 

Savings Account - $123,042 

Mortgage Balance $227,478 



 

   
 

                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Candice Solie – June 2  Delores Opfer June 18 

Susy Wylie – June 3   Minnie Wilson – June 21 

Ray Ulmer – June 7   Jack Ottoson – June 24 

Alan Overton – June 10  Cheryl Masloski – June 24 

Marilyn Larsen – June 17  Judy Schultz – June 29 

Joyce Agunbiade – June 17 
 

Gordy and Ursula Preston – June 10
th
 

Larry and Cindy Primeau – June 14
th
 

Bob and Becky Lester – June 19
th
 

Terry and Al Hewson – June 22
nd

 

Pr. Tom and Judy McGawley – June 27
th
 

 
 



 

 

            PPRRAAYYEERRSS  FFOORR  OOUURR  CCHHUURRCCHH  FFAAMMIILLYY    

  

PPeettee  RRiinnggeenn,,  FFlloo  MMiikkaa,,  TToomm  SScchhiirrrraa,,  CChheerryyll  SSeeiillhhaammeerr,,  MMiinnnniiee  

WWiillssoonn,,  AAll  HHeewwssoonn,,  JJaacckk  &&  JJeeaann  BBoossttoonn,,  NNaannccyyCCaappoo,,  TToonnyy  &&  

KKaatthhyy  MMiinnnneerr,,  DDiiaannee  OObbeerrggffeellll,,  DDeelloorreessOOppffeerr,,  GGoorrddyy  &&  UUrrssuullaa  

PPrreessttoonn,,  GGiisseellaa  SScchhaaffeerr,,  WWaayynnee  HHooaaggllaanndd,,  AAllaann  OOvveerrttoonn,,  

BBaarrbbiiee  OOvveerrttoonn,,  TTeerrrryy  SSttuuhhrr,,  OOrrvviillllee  SSttuuhhrr,,  GGeeoorrggee  &&  JJuunnee  

WWeeiirraauucchh..  
  

  

PPRRAAYY  FFOORR  FFAAMMIILLYY  AANNDD  FFRRIIEENNDDSS  OOFF  HHOOPPEE  

  

SSuussaann  DDeennzziinnee,,  ccoouussiinn  ooff  aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  PPaassttoorr  TToomm  aanndd  JJuuddyy  

MMiicchhaaeell  KKoocchh,,  ssoonn  ooff  RReevv..  DDeennnniiss  aanndd  LLiinnddaa  KKoocchh  

EErriicc  BBoonnfflleeuurr,,  ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  HHeeiikkee  VVaannddeemmaarrkk  

PPaauull  FFaanncchheerr,,  TTrriisshh  HHooaaggllaanndd''ss  bbrrootthheerr  

PPaassttoorr  TTiimm  BBeerrnnaarrdd,,  TTrriinniittyy  LLuutthheerraann,,  NNSSBB  

CChhrriissttoopphheerr  FFeeiitt,,  bbrrootthheerr  ooff  aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  AAnnnn  AAttkkiinnssoonn..  

MMaatttthheeww  WWaallsshh,,  ssoonn  ooff  DDaavviidd  &&  SStteepphhaanniiee  WWaallsshh..  

BBrruuccee,,  ssoonn  ooff  MMaarriillyynn  LLaarrsseenn..  

TTeerrrraa  GGoooodd,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  JJaacckk  &&  KKaatthhyy  OOttttoossoonn..  

SSuuzzaannnnee,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  ooff  AAll  &&  TTeerrrryy  HHeewwssoonn..  

JJiimm  &&  SSaannddyy  SSppeeiicchheerr,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  &&  ssoonn--iinn--llaaww  ooff  SScchhiirrrraass..  

MMeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  AArrmmeedd  FFoorrcceess  aanndd  EEmmeerrggeennccyy  FFiirrsstt  RReessppoonnddeerrss  

  


