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Saved by grace, sent to serve
Surrender
Every genuine expression of love grows out of a consistent and total surrender to God. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
The word “surrender” doesn’t connote strength, giving your all, and the never give up attitude the
society we live in continually pushes upon us. When we hear the word “surrender,” our minds
immediately associate that word with giving up or, much worse, defeat. Never fear, society is here to
keep us motivated and to remind us that we should never surrender. Just look at the television
commercials we are exposed to. Nike tells us to ‘Just Do It,’ and the Army tells us to ‘Be All You Can
Be,’ to name just two commercials. There are many more out there just like the two I just mentioned.
So, knowing what society is telling us, we can now turn our attention to God and listen to what He is
telling us. Paul tells us: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2 NIV. Paul is telling us to reject what society is
saying to us and surrender ourself completely to the will of God. This is easier said than done
because we have numerous distractions that keep us from listening to God.
As we learned in the Art of Communicating (I’m sure someone wrote something along those lines),
there is a message, sender, receiver and a whole lot of noise distracting us from listening to and
hearing the message. God has a message for each one of us that we never hear because of the
‘noise in our lives.
In his book, Breathing Underwater: Spirituality and the Twelve Steps, Richard Rohr says, “Surrender
will always feel like dying, and yet it is the necessary path to liberation.”1 Surrendering to God’s will is
difficult because we fear the unknown. Is God going to take us to a place that we don’t want to go to?
Is He going to ask me to do something that I’ve never done before? The answers to those questions
is a resounding –Yes! God will take us out of our comfort zones because He has a plan for us to work
in His kingdom on earth. He wants nothing but our happiness and in order to have God’s happiness
even in the midst of angst, we need to surrender our lives to Him. 11 For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:11-13 NIV.
God is asking us to surrender our lives completely to Him. To accept His will for our lives and to trust
that what He wants for us is so much better than what we want for ourselves. So what gets in our
way? Surprisingly, we do!

As I mentioned earlier, we see surrender as “giving up.” As Rohr puts it, “Surrender is not “giving up”
as we tend to think, nearly as much as it is a “giving to” the moment, the event, the person, and the
situation. 2 Surrendering ourself to God begins with a conscious decision to do so. To look at
ourselves, not the way society looks at us, but to look at ourselves the way God sees us –as His
beloved children whom He loves without measure.
34

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will
save it. Mark 8:34-35 NIV. Jesus is telling us exactly what we need to do in order to surrender our
lives to Him – Deny ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him.
To put what Jesus is telling us a different way, Rohr goes on to say, “We have been graced for a truly
sweet surrender, if we can radically accept being radically accepted –for nothing! ‘Or grace would not
be grace at all’! (Romans 11:6). It is easy to surrender when you know that nothing but Love and
Mercy is on the other side3 (emphasis mine).”
As we make this 40 days journey with Jesus into Lent that leads to His passion, death, and
resurrection let’s take a look at our own lives and make a commitment to surrender ourselves to
God’s will just as Jesus did in the Garden of Gethsemane!
When you surrender completely to God, as the only truth worth having, you find yourself in
service of all that exists. It becomes your joy and recreation. You never tire of serving others.
Mahatma Gandhi.
In Christ+
Pr. Tom
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Hope welcomes Carol Winkler as our new secretary.
Her office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
10:00 am – 2:00 pm.

I Asked For…..
I asked for Strength……..
And God gave me Difficulties to make me strong.
I asked for Wisdom……..
And God gave me Problems to learn to solve.
I asked for Prosperity……..
And God gave me a Brain and Braun to work.
I asked for Courage……..
And God gave me Dangers to overcome.
I asked for Love……..
And God gave me people to help.
I asked for Favors……..
And God gave me Opportunities.
I received nothing I wanted.
I received everything I needed.
Hazrta Inayat Khan
Faith Goals
One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.
Proverbs 11:24 NIV
I would like to tell you a story about giving. Before I begin though, I want to remind you that in the
bible, tithing is 10 percent of the first fruits as described in Deuteronomy. In Hebrew, Tithe, is 10
percent. So that’s how we get 10 percent equals tithing.
Now back to the story. The pastor of the church Judy and I attended in Louisiana came up with a plan
to help the congregation understand tithing and reduce the fear of giving. This became a teaching
moment for the pastor and a faith and trust moment for the congregation.
The pastor’s plan was simple. Approximately three weeks before his plan was implemented he asked
the congregation to give a tithe –ten percent of their income for that week to the church. He added a
safety net just in case someone would need a portion of or their entire donation returned to them for
any reason. That Sunday’s giving would be held at the church and not deposited in the bank until the
following week. Everyone who gave placed their offering in an envelope with their name on it and the
envelope wasn’t opened until the following week.
The week went by and no one returned to the church to ask for a portion of or their entire contribution
returned to them. Actually, the following Sunday, people got up and told their stories of how they
needed things during the week and found the means to get what they needed. I recall one man who

got up and told his story. He told us that during the week two tires on his pickup truck became badly
worn and he needed two new tires for his truck, but he didn’t know how to pay for them.
He decided to clean out his garage on Saturday thinking that he would be able to get new tires in a
couple of weeks. He prayed that the worn tires would hold out that long. As he was cleaning out his
garage, he came across a pile of stuff in a corner of the garage. As he slowly worked his way through
the pile, he noticed that two tires were buried underneath the junk. He used those two tires to replace
the worn out tires on his truck. Other members of the congregation told similar stories.
One more story about giving. After Jimmie Smith’s Memorial Service on Saturday, February 8, 2020, I
sat at a table with some folks whom I don’t know, but who came from the Orlando area to attend
Jimmie’s service. The folks that I sat with told me stories about Jimmie, how they came to know him
and what a great guy he was. I learned a few things about Jimmie and I learned something else too. I
learned that the husband and wife that I was engaged in conversation with are people of great faith.
I say that because the conversation turned to giving to God. That conversation was started by them,
not me. They told me that what they do is “pay God first, then pay their bills, and there is always
enough left for their other needs.”
The bible has many references to giving. Here are just a few of them: Genesis 28:22; Deuteronomy
15:10, 15:14; Malachi 3:8-10; Matthew 6:1, 6:4; 7:11; Romans 12:8; 2 Corinthians 9:7.
I hope that you will be able to take away from these stories that I told in this article that God keeps His
promises. “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” Matthew 6:26 NIV
Thank you to all of you who returned your Faith Goals form. For those of you either never received a
form or misplaced the form, write your Faith Goal on a piece of paper, put your Faith Goals in an
envelope and place the envelope in the collection plate any Sunday in March. Don’t be afraid to
commit to giving back to God. He will reward you beyond measure!
In Christ+
Pr. Tom

Members Welcomed BACK to Hope in
February:
Bob and Bekka Peipher
Jana Murphy
Chelsea DeLoach

Church Attendance – February
Feb. 2 – 82
Feb. 9 - 75

Feb. 8 Memorial Service Jimmie Smith - 57
Feb. 16 - 67

Feb. 26 – Ash Wednesday noon – 31

Feb. 23 – 76
6:00 pm - 32

MINISTRIES and Opportunities to serve

Spirituality Study Group – Breathing Under Water: - What Does
God Want from Me? Join Tad Wicklander and Cheryl Masloski on
Saturday mornings at 9:30 am at Hope for a book study – Breathing
Under Water by Richard Rohr.

Bell Choir practices on Thursday evenings at
5:30. If you are interested contact Bekka Peipher
or just come on Thursday evenings.

Food with Friends for
February will be a ladies luncheon. We will dine on March 19th at noon at
Olive Garden 17780 W. ISB in Daytona Beach. Join for fun, food and
fellowship.

Women of Hope Bible Study meets on
Tuesdays at 10:00 am at the church. They are
studying the New Testament and currently are
on 2nd Corinthians. All are welcome to join.

Card Group will meet Wednesday, March 11 at
10:00 am. If you would like to support this
ministry but cannot attend, please contact Ruth
Kelly –386-265-5188 or ruth.kelly76@me.com

Halifax Urban Ministries (HUM) food
distribution will be on the 2nd and 4th
Fridays ONLY! There is a sign-up sheet
in fellowship hall if you would like to
serve in this ministry.
See Candy Riley for details.

Pancake Breakfast for March will be on the 7th. They
are held the first Saturday of each month September
through May. All profits go to support the ministries of
Hope Lutheran Church. Please attend, help make
these community breakfasts a huge success. See
Zetta Gillespie for details or if you can volunteer to help.
Daylight Savings BEGINS – set your clocks AHEAD Saturday
night March 7th so you are at church ON TIME on March 8th!!

Change for Change
Feb. Change for Change went to
HUM – $204
In March it will go to “Our Daily
Bread”.

Financial Data through February
TD Bank - $ 25,701
MIF Savings - $ 67,805
Mtg. Balance - $ 267,232

Amazon Smile earned Hope $ 42
and the Pancake Breakfast net
was $138.

“Give something, however small, to the one in
need. For it is not small to one who has nothing.
Neither is it small to God, if we give what we
could."

St. Gregory Nazianzen.

Sandy Wheeler – March 9
Kathy Minner – March 10

Tom & Delores Opfer – March 21

Diane Obergfell – March 20

Bat & Ceil Masterson – March 27

Barbara Cameron – March 23
Jada Agunbiade – March 25
Audrey Schirra – March 26
Tom Opfer – March 31

Volunteers needed for March. Please see
the sign-up sheet in fellowship hall.
How can you serve your church?

March Calendar and Volunteer Schedule are
attached separately with this e-mail.

On February 8th we held a memorial service to celebrate
the life of Jimmie Smith, a former member of Hope
Lutheran Church. Jim will be greatly missed by all who
knew him.

IMPORTANT INFO - Our church mailbox has been vandalized multiple times so we
now have a post office box. Effective immediately the new address for mail sent to
Hope Lutheran Church is P.O. Box 11316, Daytona Beach, FL 32120. If your giving
is by direct deposit, please make sure you financial institution has the new address.

Scriptures for the Month of March

March 1

March 8

First Reading - Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

Psalm: 32

Psalm: 121

2nd Reading: Romans 5:12-19

2nd Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

Gospel: John 3:1-17

March 15

March 22

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Psalm: 95

Psalm: 23

2nd Reading: Romans 5:1-11

2nd Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel: John 4:5-42

Gospel: John 9:1-41

March 29
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm: 130
2nd Reading: Romans 8:6-11
Gospel: John 11:1-45

Eucharist ministers are available to visit and give you
communion. Please call the church office (386-2747074) to set up an appointment, please leave a message
if there is no answer and someone will call you back.
Confidentiality is respected for all calls so please do not
hesitate to leave a message.

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and
the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will
run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” John 10:3-5
It is very important that we know God’s voice. The world we live in is full of deceit and there
are daily attempts to lead us in the wrong direction. Unless we know and heed the voice of our
shepherd, Jesus Christ, it is very easy for us to follow the wrong path. This year, I will be giving
monthly bible readings so that by the end of 2020, you will have read the entire bible in one
year. Of course, should you find something different, by all means, use what is most
comfortable for you.
Blessings,
Pr. Tom
MARCH

1 –Deuteronomy 4-6

16 –Joshua 16-18

2 –Deuteronomy 7-9
3 –Deuteronomy 10-12
4 –Deuteronomy 13-16
5 –Deuteronomy 17-19
6 –Deuteronomy 20-22
7 –Deuteronomy 23-25
8 –Deuteronomy 26-28
9 –Deuteronomy 29-31
10 –Deuteronomy 32-34
11 –Joshua 1-3
12 –Joshua 4-6
13 –Joshua 7-9
14 –Joshua 10-12
15 –Joshua 13-15

17 –Joshua 19-21
18 –Joshua 22-24
19 –Judges 1-4
20 –Judges 5-8
21 –Judges 9-12
22 –Judges 13-15
23 –Judges 16-18
24 –Judges 19-21
25 –Ruth 1-4
26 –1 Samuel 1-3
27 –1 Samuel 4-7
28 –1 Samuel 8-10
29 –1 Samuel 11-13
30 – 1 Samuel 14-16
31 – 1 Samuel 17-20

ON-LINE GIVING is coming to Hope. A detailed e-mail will be sent out giving instructions
for signing up and an explanation of how it all work. Watch for it next week.

There are no altar flowers during Lent but there will be a sign-up
sheet in March for Easter Sunday flowers.
Mid-Week Lenten Services Soup and Sandwich supper on Wednesday evenings
at 6:00 pm with service following at 6:30 pm
beginning March 4th.
The church colors of Easter: Purple or violet during Lent symbolizes the suffering and
passion of our Lord. Black on Good Friday is to remind us of our Lord’s great suffering
and death, and also, that without Him we are dead unto sin. The white of Ascension,
reminds us Christ ascended into heaven to become our advocate.
Mark your calendars - Special Lenten Concert on March 29 – details soon.

Services during Holy Week:
Palm Sunday – April 5 – 9:00 am
Maundy Thursday – April 9 – 6:00 pm
Good Friday – April 10 – 6:00 pm
Easter Sunday – April 12 – 9:00 am

Feeding Families
Paper grocery bags will be available in the narthex. Please consider taking one and during the
Lenten Season filling the bag……one item per day……..to feed those in need. Listed here, are
the twenty items needed to complete the bag contents.
Each bag will feed a family of four for five days. If you are so inclined, fill two bags……one item
for each of the 40 days of Lent. If you are unable to fill a complete bag, share what you can,
and it will be greatly appreciated.
Tuna—6 oz
Chicken—6 oz
Beef Stew—15-20 oz
Chili—15-20 oz
Peanut Butter—18 0z.
Breakfast Cereal—12-18 0z,
Corn—15 oz
Green Beans—15 oz
Pasta Sauce—24 0z.
Pork and Beans—15 oz.
Pork and Beans—15 oz.
Fruit—15 oz.
Pinto Beans—15.5 oz.
Kidney Beans—15.5 oz.
Navy Beans—15.5 oz
Mac and Cheese—7.5 oz.
Dry Pasta—16 oz.
Stuffing—16 oz.
Potatoes—16 oz.
Rice—16 oz.
“To nourish your body, give it wholesome food.
To nourish your soul, give food to those in need”

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Prayer List:
Al Hewson, Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Renee McLoud, Tony & Kathy Minner,
Bill & Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Gisela Schafer, Jim
Trent, Tom Schirra, Trish and Wayne Hoagland, Larry and Cindy Primeau, Mike and
Ann Evans, and Sherrie Timm.

Please also remember these family and friends of Hope:
Matt Walsh – friend of Pastor Tom and Judy McGawley
Rich and Lynn Mathis – friends of Pastor Tom and Judy
McGawley
Al Hewson Jr. – son of Al and Terry Hewson
Sandy & Jim Speicher-daughter and son in law of the Schirras
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – friends of Hope
Delaina Loera – daughter of Renee McLoud – car accident
Members of the Armed Forces and Emergency First Responders

Helping Hands Ministry – Do you need some short-term assistance?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shrubs trimmed?
Meals?
Rides to church, the doctor or the grocery store?
Shrubs trimmed?
Meals?
Care-giver relief?
If so, please contact the church office at
386-274-7074 or Ruth Kelly 386-265-5188.
Helping Hands Ministry is here to serve all God’s
people.

Church photos can be found on the church website:
http://www.hopelutherandb.com
Check them out – click on “more” from the menu across the top and then click
on “photos” from the drop down menu.

Mark your calendar for the special music on March 29th!!

Can you help fill the spaces? Sign-up in Fellowship Hall.

