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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG:                                      “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 



 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
 
4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation 

with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and 
spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 

 



Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
WORD 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy  
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend  
your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline  
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an  
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to 
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that 
you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of  
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
 
 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
 



 16You open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 17You are righteous in all your ways 
  and loving in all your works.  
 18You are near to all who call upon you, 
  to all who call upon you faithfully. 
 19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; 
  you hear their cry and save them. 
 20You watch over all those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you shall destroy. 
 21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5    
 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish 
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, 
my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 
comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:4) 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 14:13-21  
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 



and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was 
left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about 
five thousand men, besides women and children.  The gospel of the Lord.   

   
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

Have You Ever Tried to Get Away? 

Have you ever tried to get away from everyone so you could be alone, if only for a few 
moments, and found it impossible because people followed you wherever you went? 
Currently, Southwest Airlines is offering $49 fares to certain destinations if you need 
help in getting away. If you really need help getting away, I’ll loan you my GPS. It will 
acknowledge the address that you input, but it does not guarantee you will get to your 
destination.  

Jesus, distraught after hearing of the death of John the Baptist, wanted to be alone and 
attempted to get away from the crowd by getting into a boat and setting sail to a 
different part of the lake. Matthew tells us that His plan didn’t work because the people 
followed Him. They came from the towns and villages to be with Him and to hear Him 
teach. Matthew tells us, “14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick.” Matthew 14:14.  

I am sure Jesus need to grieve the death of John the Baptist, but there doesn’t appear 
that there was time from what Matthew is telling us. The crowds followed Jesus and He 
took compassion on them. He healed their sick and, as the day wore on, the hour was 
late and people needed to have something to eat. Placing the responsibility for feeding 
the crowd in the hands of the apostles, at least initially, the apostles decided to send 
everyone away. Jesus had another idea. Blessing the bread and fish, the entire crowd 
was fed and there were leftovers. Whether we realize it or not, this is God at work in the 
midst of tragedy and need. 

Some scholars have recommended against preaching on the feeding of the 5,000 
because focusing solely on the 5,000 takes away from the other miracles in the story 
and others have stated that people even question if this story actually took place. 
Thankfully, I don’t have that problem so I’ll give you my take on Matthew’s story.  

I see Jesus hurting because of the death of John the Baptist. No matter who we are, 
when tragedy strikes, we grieve the loss for ourselves and for others. I imagine that 
Jesus was doing the same thing –grieving for Himself and others. Yet, there are times 
when the amount of time we have to grieve isn’t very long as appears to be the case in 



this story. The people want and probably need to be near Jesus. Maybe it is because 
they thought He was John the Baptist who has come back to life or maybe it is because 
they heard of His healing the sick. No matter what the reason, they were there with the 
apostles and Jesus. 

I think that the miracle of feeding the 5,000+ needs to be mentioned because it is God 
at work in the lives of all who were present that day and it serves as a reminder that 
God is present in our lives everyday too. No matter what we need, God is there to 
provide it for us if we only ask and trust that He answers our prayers. 

There was another miracle that took place that day the 5,000+ were fed and that is the 
miracle of giving and sharing. The synoptic gospels don’t mention the boy who gives the 
apostles the five loaves and two fish. That reference is only found in John chapter 6. 
The reason I bring this up is because the boy freely gave all he had to Jesus when he 
saw people in need. Isn’t that what Jesus did, freely give Himself up to death on a cross 
when He saw people in need? The result of the boy’s gift was 5,000+ people were fed 
and they had leftovers! The result of Jesus’ gift is we have forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting life and we have God with us every day of our lives.  

In the miracle of the feeding, Jesus showed everyone His true identity as someone who 
is much more than just a prophet. He is the Christ, the Messiah who gives us all that we 
need. 

Continue to pray that Hope Lutheran church will open soon so we can all get back to 
worshipping Our Lord as a faith community gathered together to receive the body and 
blood of Our Lord, Jesus Christ who gave Himself so that we might have eternal life. 

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You, 

May the Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy 

And May the Lord bless you and keep you in His grace. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” 
 
1 All who hunger gather gladly;  

holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 



 
2 All who hunger, never strangers;  

seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. 
Here in joy we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered 
in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.,  

 
The Apostle’s Creed 

 
Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May 
your church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly 
sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this 
abundance for the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation.  
Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect 
forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 
abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness that all nations will run to you and 
that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of 
tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring 
wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. 
Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the 
weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, 
that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom 
we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints 
to the heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have 
known. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers  
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
 
Amen. 
 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 



Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn               “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 
 from this well comes living water 
 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
     Praise the one redeeming glory;                               
      praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company 

 
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 



REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 
County!  

 
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


