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Saved by grace, sent to serve 

 

 

I receive several devotions in my email each day. This is one I received on August 24th and 
thought it would be very appropriate as we continue to move into the fall and await the time when 
it is safe to open the church again. I hope you enjoy what Kari wrote. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Tom 

 

 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. 
— Proverbs 19:21 

  

My husband still teases me about my huge wedding notebook from 23 years ago. 

I’m a planner, you see, and during our engagement I kicked into overdrive. I organized every 
detail, and as my wedding notebook thickened, my husband began to search for the biggest 3-ring 
binder possible. 

He found one at Office Depot – a notebook so large that it cost $25 and grew insanely heavy as I 
filled it with plans inside. 

It sounds ridiculous, but truthfully, being a planner has served me well. It served all of us well in 
the past, especially here in America – the land of overachievers – where planning enables 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2019:21&version=NIV&src=tools#_blank


success. Planning lets us juggle 10,000 demands. It makes our homes and lives run smoother. It 
gives us a track to run on – and offers a false sense of control. 

Because, as 2020 has proven, our plans can be ripped out from under us. Our plans are subject 
to God’s will and timing. Even the best laid tracks don’t guarantee success. 

Life is far more unpredictable than we like to believe. 

It is unsettling, isn’t it? We have countless decisions to make, yet we can’t even plan on a normal 
school year or a simple trip to the store. We can’t look beyond next week. We feel stuck, worried, 
and scared. Even if we acclimate to uncertainty and brace for more change, we can still have a pit 
in our stomach that comes from not knowing what curve ball might be next. 

Will the pandemic get worse? Will my family stay healthy? Are we destined for doom and gloom 
as the media predicts? Will the chaos and hostility compound as the presidential election 
approaches? 

The gravity of the unknown is overwhelming. 

And thankfully we have God and the unshakeable hope of Christ. 

Deuteronomy 31:8 says, 

The LORD Himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 

There is no plan or road map to navigate the challenges of 2020, but God is with us. He isn’t 
surprised or caught off-guard. He has a plan for humanity and each one of us – a plan that can’t 
be thwarted by even the strangest twist of events. 

As a planner I am learning to make fewer plans. I add a “God willing” to the plans I do make. I’ve 
been humbled into a state of surrender and trusting God to work out the details. I’m finding peace 
in the security of Christ. 

It feels odd, yet relieving. I have more energy to enjoy the present because I’m not consumed by 
plans for the future. I feel lighter without the burden of assuming it all depends on me. I’ve seen 
God at work in me and my family and so much bonding that has come from our extra time 
together. 

At the same time, I crave normalcy. I wish my high school senior daughter could have a traditional 
senior year. I want all the milestones for her, yet disappointments are likely. There will probably be 
heartache and tears, yet my plan is to celebrate her no matter what the school year brings. This is 
her last year at home, and rather than waste it being angry and sad, I want to enjoy her and finish 
strong. 

Thankfully, Jesus can bring peace even in chaotic times. He tells us in John 16:33, 

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

His peace transcends all understanding. It brings comfort when there is no plan. 

My wedding day notebook symbolized my need to control. It was physically heavy, but more often, 
it’s the plans we build in our mind that are mentally and emotionally heavy. They snowball into 
expectations of what we think our lives should look like. Sometimes the healthiest choice is to set 
our plans aside and open our hands to God’s present grace. He gives us what we need, and as 
we rest and trust in that, as we give thanks for our blessings today, we find a peace that transpires 
circumstances and an intimacy with God that isn’t subject to change. 

Written for Devotionals Daily by Kari Kampakis, author of Love Her Well. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2031:8&version=NIV&src=tools#_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016:33&version=NIV&src=tools#_blank


 

 

Scriptures for the Month of September 

 

September 6        September 13   

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11   First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

Psalm 119:33-40      Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

2nd Reading: Romans 13:8-14   2nd Reading: Romans 14:1-12 

Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20    Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 20      September  27 

First Reading: Jonah 3:10-4:11   First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Psalm 145:1-8      Psalm 25:1-9 

2nd Reading: Philippians 1:21-30      2nd Reading: Philippians 2:1-3 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

 



 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 
4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, 

and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5 
They will not follow a stranger, but 

they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” John 10:3-5 

It is very important that we know God’s voice. The world we live in is full of deceit and 

there are daily attempts to lead us in the wrong direction. Unless we know and heed the 

voice of our shepherd, Jesus Christ, it is very easy for us to follow the wrong path. This year, 

I will be giving monthly bible readings so that by the end of the year, you will have read the 

entire bible in one year. Of course, should you find something different, by all means, use 

what is most comfortable for you. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Tom 

 

SEPTEMBER  

1 – 2 Chronicles 4-6    16 – Ezekiel 19-21  

2 – 2 Chronicles 7-9    17 – Ezekiel 22-24 

3 – 2 Chronicles 10-13    18 – Ezekiel 25-27 

4 – 2 Chronicles 14-16    19 – Ezekiel 28-30 

5 – 2 Chronicles 17-19     20 – Ezekiel 31-33 

6 – 2 Chronicles 20-22    21 – Ezekiel 34-36 

7 – 2 Chronicles 23-25    22 – Ezekiel 37-39 

8 – 2 Chronicles 26-29    23 – Ezekiel 40-42 

9 – 2 Chronicles 30-32    24 – Ezekiel 43-45 

10 – 2 Chronicles 33-36    25 – Ezekiel 46-48 

11 – Ezekiel 1-3     26 – Daniel 1-3 

12 – Ezekiel 4-7     27 – Daniel 4-6 

13 – Ezekiel 8-11             28 – Daniel 7-9 

14 –Ezekiel 12-14     29 – Daniel 10-12 

15 – Ezekiel 15-18             30 – Esther 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 



Financial Data through August 31, 2020 

General Account - $19,456 

Savings Account - $103,320 

Mortgage Balance $251, 600 

 

 
 

The Women of Hope would love for you to join them for the Tuesday morning  

ZOOM Bible study. If you are interested, please leave a message with the church 

office and someone will contact you with the necessary information. Thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

September Quote of the Month 
8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 2 

Corinthians 4:8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

          

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Bill & Shirley Beaudin – Sep. 7 

Dick & Ruth Brown – Sep. 10 

 

 

Gene Lommen – Sep. 2 

Bob Spence – Sep. 5 

Joe Cameron – Sep. 17 

Becky Lester – Sep. 19 

Michael Wylie – Sep. 23 

Judy Coleman – Sep. 24 

Bill Terry – Sep. 24 

Marilyn Duteau – Sep. 26 

Betty Sublett – Sep 28 

 

Eucharist ministers will be available to visit and give you 

communion when the church reopens.  Please call the 

church office (386-274-7074) to set up an appointment, 

please leave a message if there is no answer and 

someone will call you back.  Confidentiality is respected 

for all calls so please do not hesitate to leave a message. 

  



 

 

 

 

HopeMark  

Card Group 

 

   

 

The HopeMark card group is continuing to make and send cards to the family and 

friends of Hope.  The card group would like to extend special thanks to: 

 

 Our card makers - Cynthia Rose 

      Trish Hoagland 

      Ann Atkinson 

      Ruth Kelly 

 

 Peggy Leizear for supplying us with postage stamps for the next two months 

 A huge “THANK YOU” to Larry Primeau who has been signing all of the 

cards.  It is such a big help and very much appreciated. 

 

Together we are “staying connected” during this time of “social distancing."  Thank 

you for your continued support.  If you know someone who could use a card for any 

reason, please contact Ruth Kelly (ruth.kelly76@gmail.com or 386-265-5188) or the 

church office.  Stay well! 
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Donated to Palm Terrace 2020 
 

 
 

Backpacks - empty 34 

Backpacks – filled by grade level 10 

Binders – 3-ring 35 

Colored Pencil Boxes 5 

Composition Books 27 

Copier paper reams 2 

Crayon Boxes 76 

Dry Erase Markers 31 

Erasers - pink 26 

Glue bottles 22 

Glue Sticks 102 

Highlighters – Yellow – 4 packs 17 

Index cards - large 3 

Index cards - small 31 

Loose Leaf Paper packages 50 

Markers - boxes 42 

Mechanical Pencils 260 

Plastic Pocket Folders w/prongs 246 

Plastic folders without prongs 75 

Pencil Sharpeners 23 

Pencils 800 

Pens - Red 8 

Pens – Black 10 

Pens – Blue 6 

Rulers 19 

Scissors – blunt tip 30 

Spiral Notebooks – wide rule 56 

Tissues - boxes 17 

Hand Sanitizer 25 

Cans of spray disinfectant 4 

Lunch boxes 2 

Pencil pouches 16 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

The people of Hope have kind and generous hearts. 



                  

 

Dick Brown has again been busy 

maintaining the church grounds.  He 

has been working on the Prayer 

Garden most recently.   

 

  

 

Thank you Dick for your 

faithful service to keeping the 

grounds of Hope looking their 

best! 

 

 

 
 

Halifax Urban Ministries is STILL accepting food donations at Hope Place.  

You can drop them off at the office, which is located at the west end of the 

building.  Follow the sign that says “Hope Place Office”.  Their address is 1340 

Wright Street, Daytona Beach, FL.  Their phone is 386-317-5890.  Can you 

help? 

 



 

Worship Services 

 
Weekly services will be video-taped and available on:  

 Hope Lutheran Church’s website www.hopelutherandb.com under 
“Worship Services”   

 Hope’s Facebook page – Hope Lutheran Church Daytona Beach - 
ELCA 

 www.youtube.com - Hope Lutheran Church ELCA Daytona Beach, 
Florida 

 The bulletins for each service will be emailed to members and 
posted on the website 

 

 

 

              

Your Sunday worship service videos have been brought to you by the hard work of 

Pastor Tom and Mark Rose.  Mark has been recording all the services and has 

done a lot of work inside the church building to prepare for live-streaming of the 

services. Additionally he has put up speakers in the fellowship hall so we can use 

that area for overflow seating when we return to in-house worship.  Pastor Tom’s 

diligence in preparing the bulletins and the sermons shows that the pandemic has 

not lightened his load but indeed, increased it.  We very much appreciate the hard 

work of these two.   

 

We are also delighted to have Erma Gilliam back at the organ to provide music for 

our service.  The music enhances our worship service and we are grateful for her 

return. 

http://www.hopelutherandb.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Prayer for Protection from 

Hurricanes and Storms 

 

God, our Father, Eternal and Omnipotent, Creator and Lord of the Universe, you have set the 

earth on its foundation and all elements of nature obey your command. 

You give food to all flesh, cover the heavens with clouds, and provide rain to the earth –We 

humbly beseech you Lord, Most High, to keep us safe from all dangers and to calm all the storms 

of life that threatens us: 

 especially the attack of whirlwinds and tornadoes, 

 the calamity and destruction of hurricanes,   

 the din and damage of hails storms, 

 the striking of thunderbolts and lightning, 

and the devastation of floods and tidal waves. 

 

May we be secure in your loving protection, seek your Will in all our experiences, and serve you 

always with grateful hearts.  

 

WE ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricane Parties:  

A Note From the Church Council 

With Hope Lutheran being closed due to the pandemic and with the onset of the 2020 Hurricane 

season, the Church Council has decided that Hope will no longer be a gathering place for 

hurricane parties.   

Last year the Council put in place guidelines governing such gatherings.  These guidelines were 

not followed.  So as a result of a few, the Hope Church Council voted to not allow such gatherings 

to be held again. 

While we understand that this will impact some of our congregation, we urge you to start your 

Hurricane preparations now so that you will have a safe location to go to should the governor 

order evacuations. 

Respectfully, 

The Hope Church Council   



 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & Diane 
Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Sherrie Timm, Cheryle 
Seilhamer, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish Hoagland, Al Hewson, 
Renee McLoud, Sherry Timm, Marilyn Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie 
Overton, Pastor Tom Sublett. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF HOPE 

 

Ron Fleek – Son of Rick & Ellie Fleek 
Sandy & Jim Speicher - Daughter & son-in-law of Schirras  
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – Friends of Hope                                                                                                                                          
Eli –Son of Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet 
Carol Prieur – Friend of the Kelly’s with Lynch Syndrome 
Brian Lester- Son of Bob and Becky 
Ray Ulmer's brother 

Lori and Keither – Family of Ruth McLoud 

Members of the Armed Forces 
Emergency First Responders 
All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 
 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone needing our 

prayers. Thank you. 

 


