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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 

of creation. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 

God’s work in the world. 
 
C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG:                                                                    “Blessing and Honor” 
 
1 Blessing and honor and glory and pow'r, 
 wisdom and riches and strength evermore, 
 be to the Lamb who our battle has won, 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne; 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne! 
 
2 Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus' name; 

 let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 
 Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow'r 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r; 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow'r. 



3 Ever ascending the song and the joy, 
 ever descending the love from on high; 
 blessing and honor and glory and praise-- 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 
 
4 Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb! 
 Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
 sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain, 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign; 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign! 
 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889, alt.  
 

 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Jonah 3:10 – 4:11 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to 
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be 
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would 
become of the city. 
  6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy 
about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that 
attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry 
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and 
asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”  

 
  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 
 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
2Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end  to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 



8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between 
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so 
that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 
again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 
of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for 
him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have.  

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your 
Son. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 20:1-16  
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because 
no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of th   e vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers 
and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 



against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”  

 
   The Gospel of the Lord. 
   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

It’s Not Fair 

Grace and Peace to you from Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

I am sure as a child you echoed the words, “It’s not fair.” Those words may have come 

when your parent’s wanted you to do something or forbade you from doing something. 

“It’s not fair” rang out again when you told your children they had to do something, like 

clean their room, or you forbade them from going out on a date because the family had 

other plans. If we listen closely, we may hear our adult friends echoing “It’s not fair” 

when we are requested or ordered to do something that we disagree with. The laborers 

in this morning’s gospel echo “It’s not fair” to the land owner when he pays all of the 

laborers the same wage for a day’s work.  

From our perspective, the land owner may be unreasonable. After all, those who were 

hired first and put in a grueling day’s work are paid the same as those who only worked 

for an hour or two.  How is that being fair? It certainly goes against all union standards 

for being paid what you are worth. Am I worth the same pay for working 10 hours as the 

person who worked 2 hours? At $15 per hour I should receive $150 for my labor while 

the other person should receive $30 for his labor. It just isn’t fair! I’m going to the union 

steward and file a complaint. Maybe the Labor Board will hear my case and fine this 

employer thousands of talents so he will learn his lesson. That’s our perspective. We 

need to have justice, until we don’t. 

We have a very difficult time trying to see things through a different lens. We know the 

way things should be with us and yet we don’t see how things are with God. With God, 

things are very different. So much so, that we have a challenging time understanding 

God’s ways. “8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, 

says the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9. 



What Jesus is telling us in this morning’s gospel is that the kingdom of heaven is open 

to everyone. The problem that we have is we don’t fully understand or even accept the 

kingdom of heaven here on earth. Sure, we read and hear the gospel, Jesus talking 

about love and turning from sin, and yet our humanity gets in the way of the gospel 

message. Week in and week out we worship from afar, but if we are doing it correctly, 

we are still worshipping Our Lord. We need to remember who Jesus was sent to – the 

lost sheep of Israel. 

Only when we take our focus off of the landowner, are we able to see through a 

different lens. We are able to see these laborers the way Jesus sees them, the way they 

are seen in the kingdom of heaven. So how does this work. Well, let’s take a look. 

Some of the laborers are hired immediately and given work for the entire day. This 

guarantees them a day’s wage for a day’s work. Others were hired by the landowner 

throughout the day and the landowner agreed to pay them what is right. 6And about 

five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 

‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ Matthew 20:6-7.  

I think what Jesus is saying to us is the workers who were hired last were the workers 

no one wanted to hire. They are the outcasts, those people living on the fringes of 

society who appear to only want an opportunity to work. Maybe in the eyes of God, 

these workers who were hired last are the lost sheep that Jesus came for.  

Jesus came for all of us. His grace is for all of us. We can’t bargain for or store up 

grace. It isn’t the sort of thing that one person can have a lot of and someone else only 

a little. I believe that the point of this story is that what people get from having served 

God and His kingdom is not a “wage” at all. It’s not a reward for work done. You see, 

God doesn’t negotiate contracts with us; He makes covenants with us in which He 

promises us everything and asks everything from us in return. When God keeps His 

promises, He is not rewarding us for our effort, but doing what comes naturally to His 

overflowing generous nature. 

All of us are special in the eyes of our creator. God wants all of us to be with Him so I’m 

asking you to pray for those who have not yet heard about God’s great love for His 

people and for those who have become discouraged and have turned away from God. 

Say the Our Father and when you get to this part in the prayer, “thy kingdom come 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” pray that God’s will be done here on 

earth. Pray that you come to understand God’s will for your life.  

Remember, God is here for everyone. Even those hired last! 

Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” 
 
1 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 

 
2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 

we are trav'lers on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 

 
3 I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

 
4 I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we've seen this journey through. 

 
5 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 

 

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all  
those in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges 
the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ 
especially in those regions of the world like China, India, and the Middle East. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside 
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity 
toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to 
places of conflict and violence. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the 
work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and 
lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a 
livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 
courage to all who are in need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us 
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful 
song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;  
through Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your 
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and 
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread 
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 

 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Our Father 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to the table of Our Lord who invites us to be one with Him even in the midst of a 
pandemic. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond 
compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided 
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 



SENDING 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn                                      “How Small Our Span of Life” 
1 How small our span of life, O God, 

our years from birth till death: 
a single beat within the heart, 
the catching of a breath, 
a drop within the ocean's deep, 
a grain upon the shore, 
a flash of light before we sleep 
to see the sun no more. 

 
2 And yet our speck of life is spanned 

by your infinity; 
our tick of time on earth is caught 
in your eternity. 
While suns and stars spin endlessly 
through depths of cosmic space, 
while aeons roll and ages pass, 
you hold us in your grace. 

 
3 O Christ, you left eternity 

to plunge in time's swift stream, 
to share the shortness of our span, 
our mortal lives redeem. 
You filled your cross-closed years with love; 
you loved us to the end 
and touch us with your risen life 
that ours may time transcend. 

4 We thank you, God, for kindling faith 
that lights our transient years, 
illumining our pilgrimage 
through mists of doubt and fears; 
for hope that sees a life beyond 
the swiftly passing days; 
for love, both human and divine, 
that lifts our hearts to praise. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 



 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

      REMINDER: 

Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 

County!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & 
Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Sherrie 
Timm, Cheryle Seilhamer, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish 
Hoagland, Al Hewson, Renee McLoud, Sherry Timm, Marilyn 
Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie Overton, Pastor Tom Sublett. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF HOPE 

 

Ron Fleek – Son of Rick & Ellie Fleek 
Sandy & Jim Speicher - Daughter & son-in-law of Schirras  
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – Friends of Hope                                                                                                                                          
Eli –Son of Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet 
Carol Prieur – Friend of the Kelly’s with Lynch Syndrome 
Brian Lester- Son of Bob and Becky 
Ray Ulmer's brother 

Lori and Keither – Family of Ruth McLoud 

Members of the Armed Forces 
Emergency First Responders 
All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 
 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone needing 

our prayers. Thank you. 
 


