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GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless. C: Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you
for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. C: Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God
makes us righteous. Let us receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all our sins.
C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn

“This Little Light of Mine”

ELW 677

1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Text: African American spiritual

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!
CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray,
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.
Prayer for the United States of America
Almighty God,
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and
our world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create
in us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.

We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling
of peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then
work together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a
better nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is
forever in the past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another
well. Let all we do be for your glory. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen

WORD
First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20
GOD told me what was going on. That’s how I knew. You, GOD, opened my eyes to their evil
scheming. I had no idea what was going on—naive as a lamb being led to slaughter!
I didn’t know they had it in for me, didn’t know of their behind-the-scenes plots: “Let’s get rid
of the preacher. That will stop the sermons! Let’s get rid of him for good. He won’t be
remembered for long.”
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Then I said, “GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, you’re a fair judge. You examine and crossexamine human actions and motives. I want to see these people shown up and put down!
I’m an open book before you. Clear my name.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The Psalm is read responsively. The congregation reads the part in bold print.
Psalm: Psalm 54
1

God, for your sake, help me!
Use your influence to clear me.
2
Listen, God—I’m desperate.
Don’t be too busy to hear me.
3
Outlaws are out to get me,
hit men are trying to kill me.
Nothing will stop them;
God means nothing to them.
4
Oh, look! God’s right here helping!
GOD’s on my side,
5
Evil is looping back on my enemies.
Don’t let up! Finish them off!
6
I’m ready now to worship, so ready.
I thank you, GOD—you’re so good.
7
You got me out of every scrape,
and I saw my enemies get it.

Second Reading: James 3:13-4-3, 7-8a
Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s what you do: Live
well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not the way you talk, that counts. Meanspirited ambition isn’t wisdom. Boasting that you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to
make yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom—it’s animal
cunning, devilish plotting. Whenever you’re trying to look better than others or get the better
of others, things fall apart and everyone ends up at the others’ throats.
Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by getting along
with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with mercy and blessings, not hot one
day and cold the next, not two-faced. You can develop a healthy, robust community that
lives right with God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with
each other, treating each other with dignity and honor.
Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do you think they just
happen? Think again. They come about because you want your own way, and fight for it
deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have and are willing to kill to get it. You
want what isn’t yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it.
You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And why not? Because you know
you’d be asking for what you have no right to. You’re spoiled children, each wanting your
own way.
So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him make himself
scarce. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
Leaving there, they went through Galilee. He didn’t want anyone to know their
whereabouts, for he wanted to teach his disciples. He told them, “The Son of Man is about
to be betrayed to some people who want nothing to do with God. They will murder him.
Three days after his murder, he will rise, alive.” They didn’t know what he was talking about,
but were afraid to ask him about it.

They came to Capernaum. When he was safe at home, he asked them, “What were you
discussing on the road?”
The silence was deafening—they had been arguing with one another over who among them
was greatest.
He sat down and summoned the Twelve. “So you want first place? Then take the last place.
Be the servant of all.”
He put a child in the middle of the room. Then, cradling the little one in his arms, he said,
“Whoever embraces one of these children as I do embraces me, and far more than me—
God who sent me.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Apostle’s Creed
Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostles Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.
God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you.
Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your
sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this
world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our
environment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to
listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect the
vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or country. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find
appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your
call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our
commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all
who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray,
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. C: Amen.

Our Father
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

COMMUNION SONG
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
The body and blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
grace. C:Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING & DISMISSAL
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

Sending Hymn

“Jesus Loves Me”
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1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.
Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain
3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

