
  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

August 9, 2020 
 

For Home Use 
 

  



Hope Lutheran Church 
594 N. Williamson Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL. 32114 

386-274-7074 
www.hopelutherandb.com 

The Rev. Thomas A. McGawley, Pastor 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG:                                           “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People” 
 
1 Open your ears, O faithful people, 
 open your ears and hear God's word. 
 Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, 
 God has come to you. 
 
Refrain 
 Torah ora, Torah ora, hallelujah! 
 Torah ora, Torah ora, hallelujah! 



 Torah ora, Torah ora, hallelujah! 
 Torah ora, Torah ora, hallelujah! 
 

God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken to the people, hallelujah! 
 God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah! 
 
 
2 They who have ears to hear the message, 
 they who have ears, now let them hear; 
 they who would learn the way of wisdom, 
 let them hear God's word.  Refrain 
 

Text: Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930,  
Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin.  

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 
Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and 
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
C: Amen 
 

Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  
 



In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  1Kings 19:9-18 

 

9At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; 
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 
  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a 
voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have 
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken 
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to 
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you 
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as 
prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every 
mouth that has not kissed him.”  

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13 
 
8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to  
       you. 
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 



12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.    
 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15    
 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from 
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to 
bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in 
your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with 
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to 
call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 
proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. Alleluia. (Ps. 130:5)  

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 14:22-33  
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side of the 
Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 
for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  



 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   
  The gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 

What Are You Afraid Of? 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lord Jesus who is the Christ. 

Our Gospel reading this morning talks about the apostles’ struggle with fear as a raging 
storm tosses their boat like a cork on the churning sea. Now fear could be a good thing 
or it can be a bad thing. It can cripple us or it can be a lifesaver. Someone once said 
that a good scare is worth more to a person than good advice. You can advise someone 
to stop smoking, but a bout of emphysema might accomplish that faster. If you have had 
a stroke or heart attack, and survived, then you know how your life changed from that 
moment on. If we have a strong faith in God, it can help us overcome fear and replace it 
with courage. That is what happened to St. Peter in our Gospel reading this morning. 

While Jesus was praying on the mountain, the disciples were in a boat trying to cross 
the sea. The sea was rough so they had to battle a heavy storm. The waves were 
tossing their boat about like a child’s toy. However, Jesus was aware of their 
predicament. Jesus knew that the storm was about to strike and He deliberately sent 
His Disciples into it! Jesus allowed them to fend for themselves for a while to test their 
metal, to prepare them for their task ahead. After the disciples fought the storm for a 
while, very early in the morning they saw someone coming toward them, walking on 
water. They thought it was a ghost and it frightened them until Jesus spoke up and said, 
"It is I. Do not be afraid." 

It was Simon Peter's boldness and courage, ironically that led to his fearful panic. From 
the boat he said, "Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you across the water." Jesus 
said, "Come." Confidently Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 
towards Jesus. As long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, everything was fine. As soon as 
he took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the huge waves ready to swallow him, Peter's 
faith failed him, and filled with fear, he almost drowned. But notice what he did to 
alleviate his predicament. He cried out for help when fear overtook him and his faith 
saved him. After saving Peter, Jesus got into the boat and the storm died down. When 
the storm ceased, the disciples acknowledged Jesus as God's Son. 



Simon Peter was a man of many moods, much strength, and many weaknesses. That 
such a loose cannon, such an unpredictable character could be transformed into the 
personification of the Christian faith is astounding. 

So what does this Gospel have to do with you and me today? It’s not likely that we will 
ever be caught in a storm at sea. But, this Gospel reading is not about raging storms or 
boats about to sink. Nor is it about Jesus walking on water, although this miracle really 
catches our attention for it defies physics. As you know, Jesus performed many other 
miracles, which were also astounding. So why is this Gospel so important? Matthew 
wrote this to a Church that was going through difficult times. 

The main point that Matthew wants to draw our attention to is the “fear” that overtook 
the apostles in the boat. Matthew may have included this story in the Bible because the 
early Church went through many growing pains, trials and tribulation at the outset. 
When Jesus launched the infant Church into the world, He did it through His Apostles. 
The Apostles went forward with the good news, but they struggled with fierce 
opposition. First, the Jewish officials opposed them. Then they were opposed by the 
pagan culture, and finally by the Roman government. The opposition grew to what 
seemed like hurricane level and looked like it was threatening their very existence. 
Matthew may have remembered what happened in the boat and this was a way of 
reminding them that their fate did not lie in human hands. Christ, who had sent them out 
was superior to any storm they might encounter along the way, and they should not be 
afraid. 

So, if the early church needed to be reminded of this, perhaps we do, also. In a 
democratic society, the Christian faith is secure. We worship where and how we choose 
without fear of reprisals. But it doesn’t mean that the sea is calm and we can sail 
smoothly along. Because of our diverse culture, governments are trying to cater to the 
many various religions in our society by not catering to any of them at all. Schools and 
government offices have pushed religion off their premises. In doing so, they drove all 
religions into the head winds that impede progress. Storms of adversity are still a part of 
the Christian experience. When they come, we still feel what the disciples felt that night 
in the boat, helpless in the face of forces over which we have no control. Fear is a threat 
to all the things that make life enjoyable. This is why the call to "fear not" appears so 
often in the Bible. So, how can we overcome that uneasy feeling of fear? What is faith's 
answer to fear? Is there a sure way to cope with fear? 

Many ascribe to the notion that courage casts out fear. That may be true to a point. 
Eventually however, we all encounter fears that are stronger than our courage. 
Courage, like gasoline, soon runs out. We were brave when we climbed a ladder to the 
top of the house to retrieve a Frisbee. Or we squelched our fear when we got a needle 
from the visiting nurse in school. But what happens when it comes to the threat of dying 
or losing someone we love dearly? Bravery may not be enough. What is needed is a 
strong faith in God to overcome those fears. 



Notice what happened to Peter. By faith, Peter was able to walk on water. Although his 
faith faltered momentarily, he overcame his fear and accepted his Master's promise that 
faith can move mountains. Our faith is small and weak, but Jesus promised that the 
merest particle of faith can move mountains. Let us always remain steadfast in that 
mountain-moving faith, through Christ our Lord. The only antidote to such fear is faith in 
the One who has overcome the world. 

Remember to pray because prayer overcomes fear. So, Emmanuel is with you, so what 
are you afraid of? 

Amen 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
 who bade the mighty ocean deep 
 its own appointed limits keep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
 the winds and waves submissive heard, 
 who walked upon the foaming deep, 
 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
 upon the chaos dark and rude, 
 and bid its angry tumult cease, 
 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
 from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
 thus evermore shall rise to thee 
 glad hymns and praise from land and sea. 
 

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 
 
 
 
 



The Apostle’s Creed 
 

Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
For your whole church throughout the world give courage in the midst of storms, so that 
we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow 
Christ wherever he leads.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of your creation protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 
exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by 
the resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and 
righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of 
justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all 
who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who 
are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering 
this day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank 
you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and 
teachers preparing for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected 
hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and 
places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to 
yourself. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers  
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as 
the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Father 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn                           “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” 
 
1 My life flows on in endless song; 
 above earth's lamentation, 
 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
 that hails a new creation. 
 
Refrain 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm 
 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
 how can I keep from singing? 
 
2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
 I hear that music ringing. 
 It finds an echo in my soul. 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 



3 What though my joys and comforts die? 
 The Lord my Savior liveth. 
 What though the darkness gather round? 
 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 
 
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
 a fountain ever springing! 
 All things are mine since I am his! 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 
 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Closed due to the increase 

in COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia 
County!  

 
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


