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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in 
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ 
Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG:                                                                      “Lift High the Cross” 
 
Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 



 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912;  
rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 

Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company,  
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the 

cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and 
not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen 

 
Prayer for the United States of America 

Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are 
confused, worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our 
world. Lord, we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love 
others. We pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in 
us the desire to choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better 
nation; a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the 
past, a place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do 
be for your glory.  



 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 

7O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you  
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For 
whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the 
word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9If I say, “I  
will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something  
like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10For  
I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”  
All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and 
we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.”  
11But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble,  
and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their  
eternal dishonor  will never be forgotten. 12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous,  
you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have  
committed my cause. 13Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life  
of the needy from the hands of evildoers.  
 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18 
7Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, 
  and shame has covered my face. 
8I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
  an alien to my mother’s children. 
9Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
10I humbled myself with fasting, 
  but that was turned to my reproach.  
16Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, turn to me. 
17Hide not your face from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
18Draw near to me and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies deliver me.  

 

SECOND READING:  Romans 6:1b-11 
 



1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can 
we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. Jesus says, The Spirit of the Lord will testify on | my behalf,* and you also | are 
to testify. Alleluia. (John 15:26, 27) 

	

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 10:24-39 
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they  
malign those of his household! 

  26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, 
and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in 
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
  32“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I 
also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
  34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 
 35For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 



 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  

 
 The gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

Discipleship 

The gospel this morning is about discipleship. It is about our willingness to go forth and 
do God’s work in the kingdom here on earth, and it is also about fear, hate, and 
prejudice.  

We begin with Jesus telling the disciples, and us, that there are many who have not 
heard about Him. Who do not know God and what God provides for His creation.  
37 “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 
few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his 
harvest.’” Matthew 9:37-28. Jesus is preparing them to go out into the towns and 
villages to proclaim the Good News to everyone they encounter. Jesus knows that what 
He is asking of the disciples isn’t going to be easy because not everyone will be open to 
hear what the disciples are telling them. 

16 “‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18 and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.” 
Matthew 10:16-18. Jesus is telling the disciples that they will encounter fear, hate, and 
prejudice because He encountered those same emotions from people during His 
ministry.  

As I’ve said before, it isn’t easy following in the footsteps of Jesus because the 
message that He gives to the world goes against everything the world desires. The 
world desires wealth, Jesus says it is better to give than receive. The world desires 
power; Jesus says that we need to be servants. 42 “So Jesus called them and said to 
them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not 
so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For 



the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.’” It appears that not much has changed since the time of Jesus. 

The world does not understand God and the world does not want to understand God. 
People and nations are so wrapped up in their own interests that they fail to see a better 
way of doing things. Individuals and nations rely on themselves because that is what 
they have been trained to do whether they realize it or not. 

Facing fear, hate, and prejudice is what the disciples of Jesus face when they bring the 
gospel to others. Our world still rejects the Good News. Christians, Muslims and Jews 
face fear, hate, and prejudice as they work toward bringing the message of God to 
others. 

I am going to leave you with several quotes from Dietrich Bonhoeffer that I think are 
very appropriate for today’s world. 

“The first service one owes to others in a community involves listening to them. Just as 
our love for God begins with listening to God’s Word, the beginning of love for others is 
learning to listen to them. God’s love for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives 
God’s Word but also lends us God’s ear.  . . . We do God’s work for our brothers and 
sisters when we learn to listen to them." 

“Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. By judging others we blind 
ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we 
are.”  

“Nothing that we despise in other men is inherently absent from ourselves. We must 
learn to regard people less in the light of what they do or don't do, and more in light of 
what they suffer.” 

“The blessedness of waiting is lost on those who cannot wait, and the fulfillment of 
promise is never theirs. They want quick answers to the deepest questions of life and 
miss the value of those times of anxious waiting, seeking with patient uncertainties until 
the answers come. They lose the moment when the answers are revealed in dazzling 
clarity.” 

And finally, 

“The ultimate test of a moral society is the kind of world that it leaves to its children.”   

Amen. 

 
 
 



Please remember to mail your weekly offering to the church office.  That will 
assist us to keep up with bills that will continue to come in. The address is: 
Hope Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 11316, Daytona Beach, FL. 32120. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” 
 
1 Oh, praise the gracious pow'r 
 that tumbles walls of fear 
 and gathers in one house of faith 
 all strangers far and near: 
 
Refrain 
 We praise you, Christ! 
 Your cross has made us one! 
 
2 Oh, praise persistent truth 
 that opens fisted minds 
 and eases from their anxious clutch 
 the prejudice that blinds:  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, praise inclusive love, 
 encircling ev'ry race, 
 oblivious to gender, wealth, 
 to social rank or place:  Refrain 
 
4 Oh, praise the word of faith 
 that claims us as God's own, 
 a living temple built on Christ, 
 our rock and cornerstone:  Refrain 
 
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace 
 that laps at ev'ry shore 
 with visions of a world at peace, 
 no longer bled by war:  Refrain 
 
6 Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 
 the love, the word, the tide. 
 Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, 
 praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain 
 
7 Oh, praise the living Christ 
 with faith's bright songful voice! 
 Announce the gospel to the world 
     and with these words rejoice:  Refrain   

 
 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 
Text from New Hymns for the Lectionary  



© 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
 

 
The Apostle’s Creed 

 
Let us profess our faith. 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared  
world. 

A brief silence. 
 
Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts 
and unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow 
our baptismal unity. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places 
where our land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long. Direct the work of all who 
care for birds and their habitats. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world 
especially those who serve in our military both at home and throughout the world. 



Revive and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants 
while their homelands struggle for peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to 
all who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on 
our prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and 
all who tend to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who 
speak your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being 
who they are. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and 
father figures who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be 
fathers and all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks 
for those who have died, increase our care for one another until we walk with them in 
newness of life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
  
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our  
Lord. Amen. 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Let us pray, 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of 
others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Our Father 
 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 



thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love.  
Amen. 
Dismissal 
 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

REMINDER: 
Our Church Building Is Closed and 

All activities are canceled. 
 
 

 



 
 


